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HE furrender of Saratoga forms a memorasCH AP. 
ble zrain the hiftory of the American war. *¥E 
Although the fuccefs of the Britith arms had not aces, 
been fo brilliant, nor the progrefs made in repref- Effects of 
fing the fpirit of revolt fo confiderable, as either copia 
the magnitude of the force.employed under fir toga. 
William Howe, of the military character of that 
general gave reafon to expeét; ftill, upon the ~ 
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CHA P. whole, until the unfortunate expedition from Ca- 
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nada, the advantages that had been gained were 
on the fide of Great Britain. 

Whenever the Britifh and American armies had 
been oppofed to each other in the field, . the fupe- 
riority of the former was confpicuous in every 
thing, and, in general, even in numbers. The 
Americans themfelves, imprefled with an opinion 
of their own inferiority, were difpirited; and it 
was with reluctance that they ever attempted to 
engage the Britifh troops upon equal, or nearly 
equal, terms. But fo uncommon an event as the 
capture of a whole army of their enemies. ani- 
mated them with frefh ardour, invigorated the 
exertions of the congrefs, leffened in the mind of 
the American foldier the high opinion which he 
had entertained of Britifh valour and difcipline, 
and infpired him with a jufter confidence in him- 
felf. 

- The confequences, however, which this event 
produced in Europe were of {till greater moment. 
In Great Britain the moft fanguine expéctations 
had been raifed from the Canada expedition, the 
rapid fuccefs of which, in its firft ftages, feeming to 
promife the moft fortunate ifflue. A junction of 
the northern army with that at New York was 
confidently expected; and it was hoped that by 
this junction a decifive blow would be given to 
the rebellion, by cutting off the northern from 
the middle and fouthern colonies The Britith 


“nation, elevated with fuch hopes, and encouraged | 


to cherifh them by the firft intelligence from Ca- 
nada, which brought an account of the almolt 
inftantaneous reduction of Ticonderoga, and the 
deftruction or capture of the provincial naval force 
in Lake Champlain, fuffered proportionate difap- 
pointinent upon hearing of the ultimate failure of 
the expedition and the total lofs of the army. 
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But if the difappointment of the nation was greaf, CH A P, 

that of the miniftry was ftill greater; and in a fit ee 

of defpondency, it would feem, they determined, ~ 

for the fake of peace, and of getting rid of a trou- 

blefome and. expenfive war, to give up every 

thing for which they had originally contended. 

To the furprife of all, and to the no {mall mortifi- 

cation of thofe who had hitherto zealoufly fup- 

ported the meafures of adminiftration, the minif- 

ter in the month of February introduced two bills 

into the houfe of commons, which were pafled pin, 

through both houfes of parliament with great dif= brought in- 

: to parlia- 

patch, and received the royal affent on the 2 Pir. 

eleventh of March. By the firft of thefe the duty. conciliation 
° ° ° 4 and peace 

payable on tea imported into America, which was **.) ‘hie: 

the original caufe of difpute, was repealed, and a Americans, 

legiflative declaration was made, that the king 

and parliament of Great Britain would not in 

future impofe any tax or duty whatfoever payable 

in the colonies, except only fuch as fhould be ne. 

ceflary for the regulation of trade, and in fuch 

cafe that the nett produce of the duty fo impofed 

fhould be applied to the particular ule of that co- 

lony in which it fhould be collected, in the fame 

manner as other duties collected under the autho. 

rity of the affemblies. By the other of thefe 

acts, authority was given to the king to appoint 

commilfhoners with full powers to treat, confulr, 

and agree, with any aflemblies of men whatfoever 

in America, and even with individuals, concern- 

ing any grievances exifting in the government of 

any of the colonies, or in the laws of Great Bri- 

tain extending to them, concerning any contribu- 

tions to be furnifhed by the colonies, and concerns 


ing any other regulations which might be for 


the common good of both countries; with a 
provifo, however, that fuch agreement fhould not 
be binding until ratified by parliament. But in 

B2 the 
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CHAP. the following inftances the commifhoners were to 
eat be invefted with ‘abfolute power, | exercifeable 
1778. however, according to their difcretion, for pro- 
claiming a ceflation of hoftilities by fea and land, 
for opening an intercourfe with the mother-coun- 
try, for fulpending the operation of all acts of 
parliament relating to the North American colo- 
nies, pailed fince the tenth of February 1763; 
and for granting pardons to all defcriptions of 
perfons. ? 
Never perhaps was there a moment during the 
whole of the Britifh hiftory, in which the nation 
had greater caule of mortification than at the time 
of pafling thefe acts : And it will be difficult to 
defend the minifters of that day-againft the im- 
putation of either want of wifdom or want of 
firmnefs. If what was now propofed was a right 
meafure,itought to have been adopted at firft, and 
before the {word was drawn: On the other hand, 
if the claims of the mother-country over her co- 
lonies were originally worth contending for, the 
ftrength and refources of the nation were not yet 
fo far exhaulted as to jullify minifters in relin- 
quifhing them without a further ftruggle. But 
juch was the difappointment in confequence of 
the failure of the expedition from Canada, and fo 
oreat an alteration had it produced in the opinions 
of thofe who directed the councils of the nation, 
that the conceflions wnich had been repeatedly re- 
fufed to the petitions of the colonifts were now to | 
be offered to them with arms in their hands; and — 
they were even to be courted and intreated to ac- 
cept of them. batt 
Lhis moment of defpondence, humiliation, and / 
debafement, was feifed by the court of Verfailles to 7 
give a fatal blow to the overgrown power. of her | 
rival. Ever fince the commencement of the re- © 
bellion the American colonifts had been encou- | 
raged | 
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raged in their revolt by fectet affurances of afift- CHAP. 
ance from the court of France, and by fupplies of **! ; 
honey, arms, and ammunition, clandeflinely con- 1778. 
veyed to them. ‘The French were in the méan 

time making preparations; and their original de 

fign was, probably, to abftain from an open decla- 

ration, until Great Britain and her colonies had 
thutually weakened each other in their civil con- 
tention. But thé difafter which happened to ge- 

neral Burgoyne’s army, and the confequent con- 
ciliatory meafyres about to be adopted by the Bri. 

tifh cabinet, at laft obliged them to throw off the 
mafque. They knew that the Americans, not 
withilanding their fuccefs at Saratoga, ftill la- 

beured under very great difficulties ; and that, 

for want of internal refourées, whilft their foreign 

trade was almoft annihilated by thé Britith 
ctuizers, it was impoffible for them, without affift- 

ance, to keep a refpectable army in thé field for 

any length of time; and they dreaded, left, under 

fuch unproimifing circuniftances, they fhould bé 
induced to accept the very liberal terms which - 

they knew were to be offered to thein*, ‘Po pres Treaties 
vent this, and to defeat the effe@t of the cofcilia- “wales 
tory meafures about to be adopted by the Britifh French 
cabinet, two treaties Were now entéred into be: Megand 
tween the Fretich king and the thirteen revolted revolted 
colonies ; one of commerce, and another of de- colonies. 
fenfive alliance ; which were finally figned at Paris 

the fixth of February in the prefent year, by the 
chevalier Gerard, in behalf of the French king, 

and by Dr. Franklin, Silas Dearie, and Arthur 


* Before the recefs of parlianient for the Chriftmas holidays 
it was known that néw and very liberal terms of reconcilia- 
tion were to be offered to the Ameticans: And on the 24th of 
December the treaties between France and the révolted colonies 
were firlt agreed upon, although they were not formally figned 
til the Oth of Febrdary folluwiog. oa i 
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firft of thefe, as its title imports, was intended to 
regulate the commerce to be carried on between 
the countries of the contracting parties ; and the 
principal object of the other was to fecure the 
fovereignty and independence of the revolted co- 
lonies ; it being ftipulated, that if a war in con- 
fequence of this treaty fhould break out between 
Great Britain and France, the two contracting 
parties fhould mutually aflift each other according 
to their power and ability, and that peace fhould 
not be made without the confent of both, nor 
until the fovereignty and independence of the 
colonies, both in matters, of government and 


commerce, fhould be exprefsly or tacitly acknow- 


ledged by the king of Great Britain. 
A meature of fuch confequence could not, even 
in France, efcape the vigilance and penetration of 
the lord vifcount Stormont, the Britifh ambaflador 
at Paris, who with the utmoft purity of morals, 
and even in the midft of literary purfuits, knew 
how to eftimate the friendly profeflions, and to pe- 
netrate the real views and defigns, of ambitious 
courts: Intelligence of the engagements between 
France and America was quickly tran{mitted by 
the vifcount to the Britifh miniftry ; and this was 
the caufe why the conciliatory bills were pafled 
with fo muth difpatch through the two houfes of 
parliament. It was, perhaps, hoped that they 
might reach America before the congrefs had re- 
ceived intelligence of what had been done in 
France, but certainly before they had ratified the 
new engagements entered into by their deputies ; 
and, that they might be apprized. of what was in- 
tended, even before it was completed, rough drafts 
of the bills, as foon as they were introduced into 
parliament, were immediately difpatched to the 
commander in chief in America, to be forwarded 
to 
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to the congrefs, The conciliatory aéts of parlia- CHA P. 
ment being paffed, and a commiflion made out XX! 
under the great feal, the earl of Carlifle, William ink, 
Eden, and George Johnftone, e{quires (who, with commifi- 
the admiral and the general commanding in Ame- ek 
rica, or, in cafe of the abfence of the latter, fir feuling the 
Henry Clinton, were the perfons named in the sean 
commifliog, and entrufted with the execution of Neary 
the powers for fettling the differences between the country and 
° ° her colo- 
mother-country and her colonies) failed for Ame- ,<",, 
rica on the twenty-fecond of April. 

Somewhat more than a month previous to the. Rupture 
failing of the commiffioners, the French ambafla- aa 
dor, by order of his court, formally notified to. tain and 
that of London the nature of the engagements. ##4nce- 
entered into between his favereign and the Ame- 
rican colonies, and fome days after quitted Lon- 
don and returned to France, about the fame time 
that the Britith ambaffador quitted Paris. This 
notification was confidered as amounting to a de- 
claration of war; and although war was not. 
actually declared, both kingdoms Vigoroufly pre- 
pared for open hottilities, 

Such was the train of political confequences, Fate of _ 
which, in fucceflion, followed the capture of ge mae 
neral Burgoyne’s army. Here it may be. proper 
to notice the fubfequent fate of thofe brave but. 
unfortunate men, whom the chance of war had 
thus fubjegted to the power of the. Americans, 

By one of the articles of capitulation it was ftipu- 
Jated that the furrendering army fhould be at 
liberty to tranfpors itfelf to Great Britain, upon, 
condition of not ferving againft America during, 
the war. Bofton was fixed upon as the place from 
which it was to embark ;‘ and thither the Britifh 
troops were marched to wait for tranfports. When 
the army had reached its affigned quarterg, it was 
found that it would be much eafier, and more ex- 


peditious 
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peditious, to march the troops aerofs the country 
to Rhode Ifland, to meet the tranfports, than at 
that feafon of the year, it being the: middle of 
winter, to bring the tranfports from thence round 
to Bofton. An application was accordingly made 
by general Burgoyne to the congtefs, for leave to 
change the place of embarkation from Bolton to 
Rhode Ifland, or fome other port in its neigh- 
bourhood. But the congrelfs, probably reflecting 


that the moment the convention troops landed in 


England, an equal number could be {pared from 
thence to fupply their place in America, determin- 


‘ed, inftead of complying with the general’s re- 


quelt, to prohibit the embarkation of the Saratoga 
troops from any port whatfoever, “ until a dilling 
“ and explicit ratification of the convention at 
‘© Saratoga fhould be properly notified by the 
*-court of Gieat Britain to congrefs ;” and en- 
tered upon their journals a reiolution to that 


. effet. This refolution was evidently a breach of 


the convention, It was admitted to be fo by the 
congrefs themfelves ; but asa kind of juftification, 
they pretended to fet forth fome grounds of fufpi- 
cion that the Britifh.troops did not hold themfelves 
bound by the convention, and meant, if they were 
fuffered to depart, inftead of returning to Great 
Britain, to join the army at New York. They 
alfo attempted to fpecily fome inftances in which, 
on the past of the Britifh troops, the convention 
had already been broken; but the inftances on 
which they relied were of a. nature fo frivolous 
and unimportant, that it was cléar to all the world 
that the congrefs, by this proceeding, facrificed. 
national faith and honour to prefent conveni- 

ence. | ) ie 
It was in vain. that general Burgoyne remon- 
ftrated to the congrefs on the injuftice of this re- 
folution, and proved, to a demonftration, that 
there 
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‘there was no breach of the convention on the part © H 
of the Britifh troops, even in thofe inftances, fri-, 


yolous and futile as they were, on which that 


‘affembly relied. In order to remove every doubt, | 


and filence évery objection, he offered to enter 
into'a new engagement, fhould it be defired, and 


to engage his officers to join in it, for fulfilling 


all the articles of the tonvention. But the con- 


grefs determined not to be fatisfied, and obfti- 
“nately perfifted in the refolutioi which they had 


taken. They gave the géneral leave to return to 


Great Britain upon fis pdrole, to be forthcoming 
when called for, but they retained his army in - 
captivity ; which, after. remaining more than a 


year in the province of Maffachulet’s Bay, was 


‘matched from thence as far to the fouthward as 


Virginia, in the interior parts of which hew 


‘quarters were affigned to it; nor were any of the 


convention troops releafed during the war, except 
fuch as were exchanged for Amierican prifoners ; 
although repeated offers were made by fir Henry 


Clinton, and by the American commiifioners, to 


ratify or renew, on the part of Great Britain, all 


the articles of that converttion. 


We fhould now return to the two armies, which 
we left towards the middle of the prefent year, 
the one in Philadelphia, and the other encamped 
in huts in the woods at pine Forgé, upon the 
Schuylkill, where general Wafhington had deéter- 


“mined to remain, that he might be énabled to 


fend out détachments during the winter to hover 


“sound the Britifh quarters, for the ptrpofe of 


preventing a communication between ther and 
juch of the inhabitants in the country as were 
‘well affeded to the Britith caufe; An object 
which, as we have feen,, for fome time, he in 
part accomplifhed. But before we refume the 
narrative of military operations it will be proper 

to 
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CHA P. to advert to certain political tranfaétions and cir- 


1778. 
Thecom- 
miffioners 
for peace 
arrive in 
America, 
and enter 


cumftances by which they were immediately pre- 
ceded, and, in fome meature, affefted. | 
Within lefs than a fortnight after fir William 
'Howe’s departure from Philadelphia, the Britifh — 
commiffioners fent to offer peace to North Ame- 
rica, arrived in the Delaware, and without delay 


on the exe- Entered on the execution of their office. 


eution of 


their office, 


Here it may be proper, before we praceed, to 
relate the fteps which they took to. fulfil the pur- 
pofes of their miffion ; to throw into one point of 
view fome previous proceedings of the congrefs, 
by which it will appear that, even before the 
arrival of the commiffioners, and without waiting 
to hear what they might have to urge, that aflembly 
had. determined not to accept the terms which they 
had to offer. In the month of November of the pre- 
ceding year, the congrefs, with a view of removing 
the only obftacle or ground of apprehenfion which 
impeded the fuccefs of their application to the court 
of France, entered into a refolution, declaring that 
all propofals for a treaty with the king of Great 
Britain, inconfiftent with the independence of 
the United States, or with fuch alliances as might 
be formed under their authority, would be reject- 
ed, And in the month of April of the prefent 
year, upon the arrival of the rough drafts of the 
conciliatory bills, they paffed refolutions of fuch 
a contemptuous, infulting, and provoking nature, 
as left no hope that any reafonable terms of ac. 
commodation would be accepted*, In thefe refo- 
Jutions they affected to confider thofe bills as the 
fequel of an infidious plan formed by the Britith 
government for enflaving America. The object 
of them, they maintained, was to difunite the 


* See the Refolutions of Congrefs af the 22d of April, 1778, 


colonies, 
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colonies, create divifions, and prevent foreign C HAP. 
powers from interfering in their behalf. They, **! 
pretended to demonftrate that thofe bills were an 1778, 
evidence either of the weaknefs or wickednefs of 
the Britifh government, or both; and, after vari- 
ous other farcaftic ftri€tures, they finally refolved, 
that any man, or body of men, who fhould pre- 
fume to make a feparate agreement with the Bri- 
. tifh commiflioners, ought to be confidered as 
open and avowed enemies; and that the United 
States neither could nor would hold any confe- 
rence with thefe commiffioners, unlefs they fhould, 
as a preliminary thereto, either withdraw their 
fleets and armies, or elfe in pofitive and exprefs 
terms acknowledge the independence of the Uni- 
ted States. It happened too, that the conciliatory 
bills, after they had been paffed through both 
houfes of parliament, and received the royal 
aflent, being immediately difpatched to America, 
reached that country fome days previous to the 
arrival of the ‘commiflioners. ‘They were forth- 
with forwarded to congrefs; but that aflembly 
returned no other anfwer* than to refer to the 
aforefaid refolutions, in which they alledged that 
they had already exprefled their fentiments upon 
bills not effentially different from thofe which were 
now tranfmitted to them. 
Although thefe previous proceedings afforded 

very unfavourable profpect of the fuccefs of the 
negotiation, which was rendered {till more hope- 
lefs by the arrival of Silas Deane at York Town 
on the fecond of May, with copies of the treaties, 
already mentioned, entered into between the 
French king and the American plenipotentiaries 
at Paris, the commiflioners neverthelefs entered 


* Refolutions of Congrefs of the 6th of June 1778. 
upon 
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€HAP. upon the execution of their office with apparent 


XXL. 


: E778. 


alacrity. ‘Chey difpatched their fecretary, doctor 
Adam Fergufun; a name well known in the litera- 
ty world, to proceed to York Yown, and lay be- 
fore the congrefs 4 copy of their commiffion, with 
tte conciliatory ats of pafiament upon which it 
was foundéd, and a letter explaining the extent 
of their powers, and fetting forth in detail the 
mature of thofe térms which they were authorifed 
to offer for féttling the differences between the 
mother-country and her colonies; and propofing 
4o thé congtels that they fhould appoint a place 
for the Britifh commiffoners to meet them, either 
eollectively: or by deputation, for the further dif- 
cuflion of every fubject of difference. _ A previous 
application had been made to general Wathifigton 
for a paffport and fafe condué for Dr. Fergufon, 
which it was not doubted would have been grant- 


ed; but wpon his arrival at the firft out-poft of 
‘the American army, he was not fuffered to pro- 
-eeed any farther, general Wafhington having re- 


fufed to grant a paffport, until he fhould confult 
the congrefs, and havé their permiflion. Thus a 
fiidn, whofe unftained integrity precluded fufpici= 
on, and the celebrity of whofe writings, it might 
have been fuppofed,. would have fecured to him a 
favourable reception in any .civilized country on 


the face of the earth, was refufed permiffion even 


to pafs through the American territory, although 
the meffengér of peace and reconciliation. Such 
ate éver the harfh ahd ungracious effects of ftern 
républican policy. Doctor Fergufon, being thus 
denied a paffport, returned to Philadelphia; and, 
that no delay might enfue, the papers of which 
‘He was intended to have been the bearer were now 
forwarded to congrefs by the ordinary military 
polts of their army, amd reachcd York ‘Town on 
the thirteenth of June. After deliberating , for 

fome 
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fome days on the fubject of thefe communications, 


the congrefs, through their prefident, returned for 


anfwer, that the acts of parliament, the commul- 


fion and the commiffioners letter, all of them fup-. 
pofed the people of the American States to be, 


fubje@is of the king of Great Britain, and were 
founded on an idea of dependance which was ut- 


terly inadmiffible: But that they were ready to, 


enter upon the confideration of a treaty of peace 
and commerce, not inconfiftent with treaties 
already fubfifting, whenever the king of Great 
Britain fhould demonftrate a fincere difpofition 
for that purpofe ; the only proof of which would 
be an explicit acknowledgment of their indepen- 
dence, or the withdrawing his fleets and armies 5 
and they approved of general Wafhington’s con- 
du@ in refufing a paffport to Dr, Fergufon. Such 
was the anfwer of congrefs to the Britifh commil- 
fioners ; an anfwer which fhewed that all negoti- 
ation, except upon the ground of acknowledging 
their independence, would be unavailing, and that 
nothing but conqueft could re-unite the colonies 
to the Britith empire: And fuch the iflue of this 
fecond attempt to bring about a reconciliation ; 
which, whatever might be the effect of it in Great 
Britain towards inducing a greater union of fen- 
timent on the fubject of colonial affairs, produced 
in America no good confequences whatfoever. It 
flattered the pride of the American republicans, 
confirmed them in purfuing the meafures which 
they had adopted, and finally eftablithed the au- 
thority of congrefs, which the commiflioners bad 
in fa&t recognized by offering to treat with them. 
On the other hand, it had a moft unfavourable 
effe&t upon all the inhabitants of the colonies who 
were attached to the Britifh caufe: Those who 
had not yet openly declared their fentiments, were 
difcouraged and difheartened ; whilft the active 

and 
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CHAP. and perfecuted loyalift was plunged into the deep: 
att ant defpair. Even the officers of the army ‘felt 
1778, themfelves lowered.in their own eftimation, when, 

without any apparent neceffity, they faw every 
thing for which they had been yet conteriding, in 
effe& given up. To this order of men, there- 
fore, as well as to the profcribed loyalifs, the con- 
temptuous proceedings of congrefs, in confequence 
of an application which was confidered as the 
greateft act of condefcenfion on the part of the 
mother-country, was peculiarly offenfive, and gave 
a new edge to their refentment. ‘They hoped, as 
all reafonable profpect of accommodation was at 
an end, that the moft ftrenuous exertions would 
be made to take fignal vengeance on the authors 
and abettors of the rebellion, whofe guilt was now 
aggravated by their infolence; and they looked 
with impatience for the moment when they fhoul 
be led out to aflail the American camp at Valley 
Forge. 
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The Evacuation of Philadelphia— General Wafbing- 
on prepares to impede and harafs the Britifh T; roops 
in their Retreat—Sir H. Clinton purfues his March 
to New York by Sandy Hook—Difpofition of the 


American Army—And of the Britifb>—Battle of — 


Freehold Court Houfe in the County of Monmouth 
—The Britifo Army arrives at New York. 


UT the firft a@ive meafure of the campaign CHAP. 
. did not accord with fuch expectations. This *4I!I. 


was no other than the evacuation of Philadelphia, 
and the retreat of the army to New York. Pre- 
parations for this purpofe were making even while 
the commiffioners were tranfmitting their dif- 
patches to congrefs ; and before an an{wer was re- 
ceived the evacuation had aétually taken place. 
Through the interference of a hoftile maritime 
power, the command of the fea was about to be 
difputed by the contending parties. Hence greater 
circum{pection became neceflary in the choice of 
pofts for the Britith army. It was uncertain 
where the French might attempt to ftrike a blow ; 
whether upon the continent of America, or in 
the Weft Indies. It was therefore proper that the 
army fhould occupy a ftation from which rein- 


| forcements might be moft eafily and expeditioufly 
_ fent wherever they fhould be required. Bet of 
_ all the ftations hitherto occupied by the fouthern 
_ army, Philadelphia was the leaft adapted to fuch 
_ apurpofe. It was diftant from the fea not lefs 


than a hundred miles, and communicated with 
it 
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CHAP. it only by a winding river. Thefe, or other more 


1778. 


: - weighty confiderations, influenced the miniftry fo 


far, that orders were fent from England for thé 
evacuation of Philadelphia; which was effected at 
three in the morning: of the eighteenth of June, 
the army retiring to the point of land below the 
town formed by the confluence of the Delaware 
and the. Schuy!kill, where the boats and: veflels 
belonging to the nayy were ready to receive them. 
And fo judicious was the admiral’s arrangement, 
on this occafion, that the whole army, with its 
baggage, was pafled over the Delaware, and en- 
camped on the Jerfey fhore, by ten in the fore- 
noon; meeting with little interruption from the 
enemy, though the Americans entered Philadel- 


:phia before the Britifh entirely left it. The fame 


fleet of tranfports that carried the foldiers, pro- 


-.vifions, and ftores, carried alfo the property of 


the Philadelphian merchants attached to govern- 
ment. The great body of the loyalifts of Phila- 
delphia went along with the army: Such of them 
as had the imprudence to remain behind were 
treated with great. feverity. Some were banifhed., 
Several were thrown into prifon, and tried for 
their lives. Two of thefe, Roberts and Carlifle, 
very refpectable characters, of the fect of Qua- 
kers, fuffered death. 

The country through which the Britifh army 
had to march being naturally ftrong, and abound- 
ing with difficult pafles, which, if occupied by 
the enemy, might greatly retard its progrefs, Sir 
Henry Clinton thought it neceflary, in order to 
guard againft the confequences of fuch obftruc- 
tions, to carry along with him a confiderable | 
quantity of baggage and a large fupply of provi. 
fions. The progrefs of the army, thus heavily — 
incumbered, was uncommonly flow. 


The J 
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. The preparations and arrangements previous to CH AP. 


the evacuation could not be made fo: fecretly but 
that intelligence of them was conveyed to General 
Wafhington, From this intelligence he was en- 
abled to penetrate the defign, and had detached 
General Maxwell with a brigade into New Jerfey, 
with orders to affemble the militia, break down 
the bridges, and, by every means in his power, 
impede and harafs the Britifh troops in their re- 
treat, until he, with the main army, fhould crofs 
the Delaware and fall upontheir rear. ‘There are 
two roads leading from Philadelphia to New York ; 
one along the weftern fhore of the Delaware, as 
high as Trenton Ferry; the other, that which 
was taken by the Britifh army, running parallel 
with the firft, but on the eaftern bank of the 
river. . The route of the Britifh army being along 
the eaftern bank of the Delaware as high as Tren- 
ton, General Wathington was obliged to make a 
confiderable circuit to crofs it higher up. . But, 
even after he had effected his paflage, he kept for 
fome time a very cautious and refpeQful diltance, 
fending forward detachments of his light troops te 


watch the motions of the Britifh army, and hang 


on its flanks and rear.. A little to the left of the 
moft northerly road leading from Trenton to New 
York, the country of New Jerfey becomes high 
and mountainous. This ccuntry General Wabh- 
ington entered when he paffed the Delaware at 
Correll’s Ferry, and he thought that the very flow 
movement of the Britifh army indicated a defign 
in Sir Henry Clinton to draw him down from. his 
advantageous fituation, and either force an-engage- 
ment in the level country, or, by a rapid move- 
ment, gain the high grounds which he had-quitted. 
- This idea alone can account for the extreme cau- 
tion with which he approached a retreating ene- 
my. The courfe of the Britith army now pointed 

Vou. I. C from 
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CHAP. from the Delaware; and the farther it advanced 

Il. in this new dire€tion, the more General Wath- 
ington ftrengthened his detachments ; all of which 
were compofed of chofen'men. 

Sir Henty Clinton had hitherto met with very 
little moleftation from the enemy. His light 
troops had been fufficicnt to drive the Americans 
from the paffes which they occupied; and the 
greatelt impediments which he met with, arofe 
from the deftruétion of the bridges. His courfe, 
fo far as he had yet gone, was the’ fame, whether 
he meant to proceed to New York by the way of 
Sandy Hook, er by South Amboy, oppofite to 
Staten Ifland, and the Notth River; but he had 
now arrived at that point where the highways’ di- 
verge, and where it was neceflary for him to make » 
an option which of thefle roads, during the re- 
mainder of his march he would purfue. The 
roads which led to Staten Ifland and the North 
River on the left, were the fhorteft; but in that 
dire@tion the river Rariton intervened, the pafling 
of which, in the face-of an enemy fuperior in 
number, might be both difficult and dangerous ; 
more efpecially as intelligence had been received 
that General Gates, with another army, was ad- 
vancing from the northward to form a junction 

Sir H.Clin- with General Wafhington, near that river. ‘This 
ton purfues FE eR Re .* oA, 
hiemarch cCONfideration determined the Britifh general. to 
Ae take the road which led to Sandy Hook, as that 
ancy Which prefented the feweft impediments toobftruct 
Hook. his progrefs, and-by inclining to the right carried 
him clear of the courfe of the Rariton altogether. 
Along ‘this road, therefore, the Britifh army was — 
ordered to march; and having: proceeded fome ~ 
miles, they encamped on the twenty-feventh of | 
June on fome high grounds in the neighbourhood ~ 
of Freehold Court-houfe, in the county ‘of Mon: © 
mouth. rhe 9 egal he Cred ine a 


Ne tee 
1778. 


2 


General | 


AMERICAN Wak 19 


General Wafhington had from Time to time fo C HAP. 
powerfully reinforced his advanced detachments, XXI. 
that the Marquis de la ‘Payette firft, and after- 1778. 
wards General Lee, were in fucceflion fent to take Difpofition 

ies ia Ba aes of the Amé 
the command of them. — Uhey now amounted, °° ean 
according to General Wathington’s account, to - 
more than five thoufand men, and had taken‘ poft 
at Englifh Town, a few miles in the rear of the 
Britifh army. A corps of fix hundred men under 
Colonel Morgan, ‘hovered on the right’ flank of 
the Britifh, and eight hundred of the Jerfey mi- 
litia, under General Dickenfon, were on the left ; 
whilft General Wathington, ‘with the main body 
of the American army, encamped about three 
miles in the rear of his advanced corps. — 

Such was the difpofition of the two armies on 
the evening of the twenty-feventh of June; and 
as it was now obvious, from the courfe which the 
Britifh. array had lately taken, that their march 
was a real retreat, and not a feint; this difeovery 
feems to have at laft determined the Atherican 
general. to trifque an. attack 3 which he refolved to 
make the following morning, before the Britith 
troops fhould reach an advantageous pofition, 
about twelve miles in their front. Order were 
accordingly fent to general Lee to ‘begin the at- 
tack with the advanced corps as foon as the Bris 
tifh army fhould be in motion, with an intimation 
that general Wafhineton, ‘with’ the main ‘body of 
the American: army, would advance and fupport 
him. Sir Henry Clinton was fufficiently apprized 
that general Wafhington, with the American ara 
my, was near him, from the frequent appearance 
of his light troops during the preceding day; and 
judging that his defign was rather to make an 
attempt upon the baggage, in which he thought 
himfelf vulnerable, than to rifque a general en- 
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gagertient, -he“made & new difpofition in order 
more effectually to protect it. -The army marched 
jn two divifions ; the van commanded by general 
Knyphaufen, and the rear by lord Cornwahis ; 
but the whole of the baygage was now put under 
the care of general Knyphaufen’s divifion, that 


he rear divifion, under lord Cornwallis, which 


confiftted of the flower of the Britifh army, being 
difncumbered, might be ready to act with vigour, 
as cireumftances fhould require. This arrange- 
ment being made, ‘general Knyphaufen’s divifion, 
confilting of the Getman troops, the yagers ex- 
cepted, and the fecond battalion of light infantry, 
with the baggage, marched in purfuance of orders | 
at break of day on the twenty-eighth of june, 
whil the other divifion, with which the com- 


“omander if Chief remained, did not move till near 


eight, that it might not prefs too clofe upon the 
baggage, which was fo enormous ‘as to occupy @ 
line of match of near twelve miles in ‘extent. 
But fearcely had the rearguard of the Britith 


army defcended’ from the cheights of F reehold, 


Battle of 
Freehold 
Court- ° 
houfe in 
the county 
of. Mon- 
mouth. 


jnto a plain of three miles in length and one in 
breadth, when the advanced corps of the Ameri- 
ean army was [een approaching, and foon after- 
wards defcending into the plain from the fame 
heights which the Britihh army had jult before 
quitted. About the fame time intelligence was 


_ browght that large columns of the enemy were fecn 


marching on both flanks. This intelligence con- 
firmed the Britith general in his firft ‘opinion, that 
the defign of the ‘enemy was upon his baggage 5 
and as that was now engaged in :defiles which 
would contitiue for a confiderable diftance, no 
other mode of affording rélief to general ‘Kmy- 
phaufen’s divifion appeared to him do eligible as 
that of making a vigorous ‘attack upon the corps 

which 
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which appeared in his rear, and, if fuccefsful, of CHA P. 
prefling it fo clofely, that the detachments fent Crags aa 
forward on his flanks might be recalled to its ..~ 
afiftance. <A difpofition was accordingly made 
for commencing the attack in the plain; but be- 
fore it could be carried into execution the provin- 
cials retired, and took poft on the high ground 
from which they had before defcended. ‘This wag 
a {trong pofition :° But it was neceflary to attempt 
fomething decifive for the relief of the baggage, 
and orders being given for the Britifh troops to 
alcend the heights, the attack was made with fo 
much fpirit, that the provincials were quickly 
obliged to give way. ‘Their fecond line, which 
was alfo ftrongly pofted, now prefented itfelf to 
view. Here the refiftance was greater; but not- : 
_withftanding the heat of the day, which was ex- 

treme, the Britifh troops, fatigued as they were, 
advanced to-the charge with fo much order, firm- 

nels, and intrepidity, that their fuccefs in this fe- 

cond attack was not lefs complete than in the firft. 

The provincials now fled on all fides; when, in 

this critical moment, general Wathington coming 

up with the main body of his army, took pof- 

felfion of fome ftrong ground behind a defile, 

over which the Britifh troops muft neceffarily pafs 

in purfuit of the fugitives; and by his timely ar- 

rival, and the judicious pofition which he took, 
probably faved his advanced corps from total 

ruin. Already part of the fecond Britifh line had 

moved to the front, and occupied fome cround 

upon the left flank of the enemy, which. was 

actually turned by the light-infantry and queen's 
rangers; but the Britith general having recon- 
noitered their pofition, and feeing, in confequence 

ot the difficulty of the defile, the sutipioeity af 
attacking them in front with any. profpect of fuc- 

| nese cefs, 
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CHAP. cefs, and being alfo confident that the end was 
XXII. gained for which the attack had. been made, re- 
1778. called his victorious troops, ready to fink under 

~~ the heat and fatigue of the day, and retiring to 
the advantageous pofition where the firft attack 
had been made, fuffered them to reft till ten in 
the evening ; when he refumed his march to join 
general Knyphaufen’s divifion with the baggage, 
carrying his wounded along with him, except fuch 
as could not with fafety be moved; Some at- 
tempts had been made upon the baggage by the 
enemy’s light troops, which were quickly repelled 
through the able difpofition made by general Kny- 
phaufen for its fecurity ; and the two brigades ‘of 
the enemy which had been fent forward on this 
fervice, one on. each flank, were foon recalled, 
in confequence of the events which happened in 
the rear. In the different engagements of this 
day, the whole lofs.of the Britifh army in killed, 
wounded, mifling, and thofe who died of fatigue, 
amounted to three hundred and fifty-eight men, 
including twenty officers, Amongft the flain the 
officer of greateft note was the honourable lieute- 
nant-colonel Monckton, who fell at the head of 
the fecond battalion of grenadiers, greatly and 
defervedly lamented: And fuch was the extreme 
heat of the day, that three ferjeants, and fifty-fix 
men, dropped dead without a wound. Colonel 
Monckton had been felected for the hazardous 
duty to which he was this day appointed, on ac- 
count of the cool intrepidity of his character. 
By his military qualities, and amiable virtues, he 
acquired the efteem:and the affeGion of both the 
officers andthe men. ‘Thefe paid the moft mark- 
ed tribute of refpeCt to his memory. ‘Duringthe — 
confufion ofa. dangerous cannonade, the batta. — 
lion in parties relieved each other, until, with 
Lo | _> their 
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tened with their tears. 


-. The lofs of the Americans exceeded, by a lit- 


tle, that of the Britith army; for, according’ to 
their own accounts, it ‘amounted to three hun- 
dred and fixty-one men, including thirty two 


officers. 


The events of this. day were celebrated by the 
provincials as a victory ; but with what juftice the 
particulars which we have related will ferve to 
fhew. And, independently of thefe, it is appar- 
ent that general Wathington had, in this day’s 
engagement, received fuch a check as determined 
him to draw off his troops towards the North Ri. 
ver, and moleft his retreating enemy no farther. 
Wathington, in his public letter, fays that he lay 
elofe to the Britifh army after the aGtion; but that 
it went off in fuch filence, as to give no alarm of 
its retreat ta the Americans. This filence, how- 
ever, it is well known, met with one interruption ; 
for; juft as the Britifh were beginning to move, 
fome horfes- or cattle were ftraggling through a 
wood, and a battalion of light-infantry, taking 
them for the enemy, began a fire upon them, 
which continued for five minutes. But general 
Wafthington dates his letter ta Lee, on that fame 
night, from Englith Town, three miles from the 
field of battle. 

The condu of general Lee on this day, which 
was fo feverely arraigned, and unjultly: punifhed 
hy the Americans, was worthy of applaufe and 
admiration. He had been betrayed acrofs fome 
narrow pafles of a marth by the perfuafion that he 
had to deal with a rear-guard of only two or three 

battalions. 


is 
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their bayonets (being deftitute of more proper CHA P. 
- tools), they perfected a grave, where they laid the X11. 
- body of their beloved commanding officer, placing |. 

over it with their. hands the earth they had moil- 
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Tames P. battalions. When he fuddenly perceived fix thou- 
 ~_y fand men, including the Britifh light-infantry and 
177g, Qtenddiers, forming to receive hin, he retired 

with fuch quicknefs of decifion, though not at. 
tacked, that he repaffed the marfh before our line 
was in readinefs to move. Had he, in expecta- 
tion of fupport, maintained his ground on the 
plain, until the Bririfh had attacked him, he mult 
have been overpowered, and would not have had 
any retreat. On the other hand, the conduct of 
the commanders in chief of the contending ar- 
ties, though each of them claimed-a victory, was 
made the fubje&t of animadverfion. ‘Why, it was 
afked, did general Clinton encumber himflelf with 
fo enormous a train of baggage? Why, when a 
tapid retreat was his object, did he halt the army, 
without being fatigued by long marches, for two 
days at Freehold? It was undoubtedly his bufi- 
nefs to gain a communication with the fleet as 
quickly as poffible 5 as it was of Wafhington again 
to cut it off. At no time on the march did ges 
neral Clinton fhew any other difpofition than that 
of retreating to New York. General Wafhing- 
ton’s caution is therefore cenfurable. He ought 
to have:attacked fo encumbered an army with all 
his light troops, and, in {pite of partial. defeats, 
contended, in fuch favourable circumftances, for 
ultimate vidtory. The eheck that the advanced 
guatd of the American army fuflained did not, it 
was faid, appear to be fo great as to juftify a de- 
clination of all farther attempts cain the Britith. 
army, even at that very time. Having come up 
with the main body of his army, frefh and untired 
troops, he fhould have endeavoured to turn one 
of general Clinton’s flanks. Had he fucceeded, 
that part of the Britith army muft have-been de- 
ftroyed, as, immediately after quitting the plain, 

. any 
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any tegular mode of retreat would have been im- CH 4 P. 


practicable; for, on one fide, the road was com- 
manded by a pine barrett precipice; while below, 
on the other, it was frightfully interfe@ed and cut 
up by frequent gullies and ravines. Thefe, con- 
tinued on both fides for five or fix miles, pre- 
cluded the aQion of flanking parties, at the fame 
time that the fummit of the precipice, open to an 
affailing army, would have poured eafy deftrudtion 
on a retreating enemy. Succefs in this quarter 
would have fecured equal fuccefs on the part of the 
army that was encumbered with baggage. And 
to all thefe circumftances, fo much in favour of 
the American general, was added the almoft im- 
mediate appearance of a French fleet on the coaft 
of America. se 

Yet, in fuch a conjuncture of affairs, it was 
obferved the Britifh general rifked, and even 
courted an action, while the American fuffered 
the important occafion to pafs by, when he might 
have terminated the war by one great and decifive 
ellartss).- 

The Britith army proceeded on its march, un- 
til, the baggage having reached Sandy Hook, 
there was no farther apprehenfion for its fecurity. 
The fleet from the Delaware was there ready to 
receive it; and whilft preparations were making, 
by a bridge of boats, for tranfporting the troops 
acrofs an inlet of the fea which feparates Sandy 
Hook from the continent, fir Henry Clinton, with 
the army, lay encamped at the diftance of fome 
miles in the country, eagerly expecting general 
Wathington to come up, and fully determined to 
give him battle. But Wafhington was, by this 
time, on his march to the North River; and the 
Britith general having remained for two days in 
this fituation, without feeing any thing of the 

provincials, 


XXII. 
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CHAP. provincials, proceeded from thence to Sandy 
XU Hook, where the army was embarked on the fifth 
ak. . Be July, and the fame day landed at New York. 
The Bri- Jt may be mentioned as a fact in natural hiftory, 
oy but.not unconnected with this narrative, that the 
New York. peninfula of Sandy Hook, by the ftorms of the 
July- preceding winter, had been converted into an 
ifland, which made it neceflary to pafs the troops 

acrofs the channel by a floating bridge. “The 
queen’s rangers, who formed the rear guard 

when the bridge was broken up, embarked from 


the Jerfey fide in: neat. 
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CHAP. XXIUL 


The French Fleet fets fail from Toulon to North -Ame- 
_ rica—Thither alfo.a Britifh Fleet fets fail under 
 Vice-Admiral Byron—The Count D’Eftaing, mif- 
. fing the Britifo Army in Philadelphia, comes to an 
Anchor off New York—The Harbour of this Place 
defended by.a {mall Fleet, under Lord Howe— 
. D?Eftaing fets fail to the Southward—but changes 
. bis Courfe,. and arrives at Rhode. Iland—Ame- 
rican Preparations for an Attempt on Rhode Ifland 
. —-fruftrated—Naval Operations—Lord Howe re- 
Jigns the Command of the Fleet to Admiral Gam- 


bier. 


& o HE French, as foon as they had determined c 7 4 Pp, 
to take an open and aétive part in-behalf of XXIII. 
the revolted colonies, began immediately to arm ~~~ 
by fea. At Toulon they equipped a fleet of twelve pee 
fhips of the line and fix frigates; which, with a fect fails 
confiderable number of troops on board, failed f°" 7 
from thence on the thirteenth of April, under the North 
command of the count D’Eftaing; but from ad- Americ 
verfe winds, did not pafs the ftraits.of Gibraltar 

till the fifteenth of May. 

The Britifh miniftry, who were not unapprized Thither 
of this equipment, got ready a fleet of an equal peng 
number of fhips, the command of which was fets fil 
given to vice-admiral Byron. With this fleet the a 7 haa 
admiral left Portfmouth on the twentieth of May, der vice- 
and proceeding to. Plymouth, finally failed from a¢ms!: 
thence on the ninth of June, after fuch advices ” * 

had 
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CH AP. had been received as no longer left it doubtful 
XXII. that the Toulon fquadron was bound to North 
1793. Smerica. Thefe advices were brought by Captain 
Sutton of the Proferpine, who, from the {traits 
of Gibraltar, had followed the French fleet for 
ninety leagues on its paflage. The count D’Ef- 
taing, thus poffefled of the advantage of being 
firft at fea, proceeded on his paflage, and arrived 
on the coaft of Virginia on the fifth of July, the 
fame day on which the Britifh army had embarked 
at Sandy Hock. He probably expected to have 
found that army in Philadelphia, and Lord Howe’s 
fleet in the Delaware : And had he found them in 
this fituation, it is not eafy.to determine what 
might have been the confequence of a joint ope- 
ration between him and General Wafhington. 
Some have thought that the fate of both the Bri- 
tifh fleet and army would have been periloufly cri- 
’ tical; whilft others, lefs prone to defpondence, 
have maintained with much confidence, that no- 
thing was to be apprehended by either, fo long as 
their provifions lafted; of which they had a fufh- 
cient {tock to enable them to hold out till the ar- 
rival of Admiral Byron. 
Theeount The count D’Eftaing, difappointed in his firft 
DFAsingy object by the evacuation of Philadelphia, of which 
Britifh ar- he received intelligence whilft he lay off the mouth 
- hey of the Chefapeak, coafted along the American 
comesto an {More to the northward, and on the eleventh of 
anchor of July in the evening came to an anchor off New 
New York, {> 7, s ‘ 
‘York, with an apparent defign of attempting to 
enter the harbour. 
The har- The naval force under lord Howe, although 
bour of this much inferior te the fleet under the count D’EL 
Pi tty ataing, was neverthelefs refpeCtable ; the hips be. 
fmall fleet ing well manned, and moft ably officered. Je 
ereihes confifted of fix fhips of the line, and four of fifty — 
guns, with a number of frigates and — 4 
ae 
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fels: And, intelligence of the count D’Eftaing’s C H4 P. 
approach having been received fome days before XH. 
he came in fight, a mafterly difpofition of this 
force, for the defence of the harbour, had already 
been made under the immediate direction of the 
admiral, whofe exertions were moft nobly fecond- 
ed by the univerfal ardour which prevailed not 
only in the navy, army, and tranfport fervice, 
but amongft all ranks and claffes of people at New 
York, who ran in crowds to offer their fervice as 
volunteers. A Britifh fleet blocked up in one of 
its own ports was fuch a phenomenon as filled 
them with indignation. 

For fome time after the count D’Eftaing came 
to anianchor the wind was unfavourable to the 
execution of his fuppofed intention; but on the 
| twenty-fecond of July it changed to the eaftward, 
and the French fleet were feen getting under way. 

‘The long-meditated attack, it was now fuppofed, 
was inftantly to be made; and fo confident were 
all, that it would prove abortive in confequence 
‘of the preparations ‘made for defence, that the cri- 
tical moment which was to decide, not only the 
fate of the Britifh fleet, but of ‘the army, was 
waited for with impatience. But the count D’Ef- The count 
taing, to their ‘¢reat difappomtment, as foon as 2 i ca"s 
this thips had weighed anchor, inftead of attempt- the fouth- 
ing to enter the harbour, made fail to the fouth- “4: 
ward, and was foon out of fight. Whether he 
ever ferioully intended to make an attempt upon 
theharbour of New York, but, after reconnoitring 
its fituation, with the difpofitions made for de- 
fence, relinquifhed the defien as impracticable ; 
or whether ‘his appearins before that harbour ‘was 
‘only a feint to draw the attention of the -Britith 
commanders from the place where his attack ‘was 
really intended; is uncertain: But after quitting 

New 
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CHAP. New York, and ftanding to the fouthward; as fa¥ 
ASI as the mouth of the Delaware, he changed his 
1778, courfe, and fleered directly for Rhode Ifland, be: 
but chang- fore which he arrived on thetwenty-ninth ‘of July, 
yah la Here at lealt it was foon obvious that he meditated 
at Rhode a real attack, in which general Sullivan; with a 
a Jy detachment, from Wafhiugton’s army, and a force 
collected from the neighbouring country of New 
England, was to co-operate. | 
American ‘Lhe expulfion of the Britith troops from Rhode 
preparati- Tfland had been in the contemplation of the provin- 
attempt on Clals for feveral months paft. Inthe fpring-of this 
Rhode If year general Sullivan was fent to take the com 
snd, mand in its neighbourhood, and made prepara 
tions for invading it. To. thefe-preparations max 
jor-general fir Robert Pigott, who commanded: at 
Rhode Hland, was not inattentive; he readily per= 
ceived their object, and in order to retard them, 
projected about the end of May two different en: 
terprifes into Providence Plantation; one con- 
ducted by lieutenant-colonel Campbell of the 
twenty-fecond, and the other by major Eyre, of 
the fifty-fourth regiment, both of which were fuc« 
cefsfully executed. (In the firft, under lieutenant-. 
colonel Campbell, feveral houfes at Briftol and 
Warren, filled with military and naval ftores, | 
fome gallies and armed floops, and one hundred 
and twenty-five boats, many of them fifty feét ~ 
long, which had been collected or built on the’ | 
Hickamuct river, for the purpofe of the invafion, | 
were burnt and deftroyed ; and eighteen pieces of 
ordnance, moft of them of heavy metal, were 
rendered unferviceable... And in the laft expedi- 
tion under major Eyre, a large quantity-of boards, 
plank, and other materials for fhip-building, were 
burnt. |. : ; 
Navalope- Lhe loffes fuftained by the provincials in thefe 
ratioas. expeditions retarded their preparations fo much, 
that 
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that when the count D’Eftaing arrived off Rhode CH A P. 
Ifland they were.not in readinefs for co-operation 5 i 
and for the prefent he contented himfelf with fta- 
tioning two of his frigates in the Seaconnet Paf- 
fage on the eaft, and two of his line-of-battle thips 
in the Narraganfet Paflage on the weit fide of the 
ifland, to interrupt the communications of the 
garrifon, whilft, with the remainder of his fleet, 
he anchored off Brenton’s Ledge, at the fouth-eaft 
end of the ifland, in a fituation open to the fea. 
In this pofition he remained until the eighth of 
Auguft, when, every thing being in readinefs on sugut. 
the part of the provincials, he:entered the har- 
bour with his fleet, receiving and returning the 
fire from feveral batteries as he paffed them, and 
came to an anchor between Newport and Conani- 
cut. Upon the firft appearance of the French 
fleet at Rhode Ifland, a difpatch-boat was fent to 
New York with intelligence of this; and on the 
fixth of Auguft lord Howe, after being detained 
for four days by contrary winds, put to fea with 
the Britith fleet, which was now increafed to eight 
line-of-battle fhips, five ships of fifty guns, two of 
forty-four guns, and four frigates, with three 
fire fhips, two bombs, and a number of fmaller 
veflels. “With this force his lordfhip appeared in 
fight of Rhode Ifland on the morning of the ninth 
of Augult, and after having communicated with 
the garrifon, and informed himfelf exactly of the 
fituation of the French fleet, came to an anchor 
the fame evening off Point Judith, which forms 
the entrance on the fouth-weift fide into the great 
bay, or bafon of water which encompafles Rhode 
Ifland, and the other fmaller iflands adjacent. . If 
any advantage could have been gained by finding 
the count D’Eftaing in aconfined fituation, where 
his large fhips could not att with freedom, and 

| where 
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CHA P. where they were alfo liable to be annoyed by the 
XXII. batteries from the fhore, it was loft by ‘the Britifh 
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admiral’s coming to an anchor fo far to the fouth- 
ward, and at fuch a diflance from the mouth of 
the harbour: For on the following morning, the 
wind having changed to the north-eaft, the 
French admiral embraced this opportunity of fail- 
ing out of the harbour, with all his fhips, and 
forming them in erder of battle as they came out, 
bore down upon the Britifh fleet. The Britith 
admiral, for the prefent, thought it prudent to 
decline an engagement, and ranging his fhips im 
order of battle, ftood to the fouthward, in the 
hope that a fhift of wind might enable hinito gain 
the weather-gage. Thus arranged, and thus re- 


_ latively fituated, the two fleets continued in fight 


of each other for two days; when the Britifh 
admiral, defpairing of a change of wind, and 
having failed in his. endeavours to gain the wea- 
ther-gage, now waited, to leeward, the approach 
of the enemy, with a determination to engage 5 
but, about this time, the wind frefhening into a 


tremendous ftorm, not only parted the two fleets 


from each other, but feparated and difperfed the 


‘individual {hips of each fquadron. The’ Britith 


admiral, in the Apollo frigate, to which fhip he 
bad fhifted his flag from the Eagle, that he 
might be the better enabled to direct the opera- 


tions of his fleet when in profpect of an engage- 
ment, on the day on which the ftorm began, 


now, when the weather cleared up, found himfelf 
left with only fix fhips ; and the Apollo having 


fuftained fo much damage in the ftorm as ren- 


dered it neceflary to fend her immediately into 
port, he again fhifted his flag to one of the other 
ihips, to endeavour to colled& his fcattered fleet : 
But having in vain looked ont for them for ane 

: ra 
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ial days, he at length diteéted his courfe for CHAP. 
Sandy Hook, which he reached on the feven- anid 
teenth, and there found the reft of his fquadron 1798. 
already at anchor. In his paflage thither, the 

Britifh admiral narrowly efcaped the French fleet, 

having come in fight of teh of their fhips, fome 

of them at anchor in the fea, about twenty-five 
leagues to the ealtward of Cape May. 

The feparation and difperfion of the two fleets 
gave occafion to the accidental meeting of fingle 
fhips, and produced engagements. betweeti them, 
which terminated fo much to the honour of Bri- 
tifh valour and feamanfhip, as to excite deep 
regret, that, after the Britifh admital had at 
laft determined to engage, the ftorm fhould have 
intervened to prevent the aétion. In the evening 
of the thirteenth captain Dawfon, in the Renown, 
of fifty guns, fell in with the French admiral’s 
fhip, the Languedoc, of eighty-four guns, dif- 
mafted ; and notwithvtanding her great fuperio- 
rity of force, refolutely affailed her with ap- 
parent advantage, until darknefs put an end to 
‘the engagement, which would have been re- 
newed the following morning, had not the ap- 
pearance of fix other fhips of the enemy’s fleet 
obliged the brave captain Dawfon to defift. 
The fame evening, a fimilar engagement hap- 
pened between the Prelton of fifty guns, com- 
manded by commodore Hotham, and the Tonant, 
a French hip of eighty guns, with her main-malt 
only ftanding, the reft being carried away in 
the ftorm. ‘The event of this engagement was 

‘fimilar to that of the former: It was bravely 
_ begun and fuftained by commodore Hotham, 
till darknefs put an end to it in the evening, 
and it could not be renewed in the morning, 
becaufe of the appearance of the reft of the French 

Vou. IL. D fleet. 
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. CHAP. fiéet, But the Idft of the engagements, pro: — 
XL. Guded by this untoward occurrence, of fhips of — 
1778, Gilproportionate force, puts all naval calculation 
from weight of metal at utter defiance; and 

gives the palm to undaunted bravery and fuperior © 
fkill and féamanthip. In the afternoon of the fix- - 
teenth of Augilt the Ifis, a fhip alfo of fifty — 
guns, commanded by captain Raynor, fell in 
with the Cafar, a French fhip of feventy-four 
guns, not | difmafted nor injured by the ftorm, 
but capable of chafing, and bravely engaged — 
her for an hour and a half with fuch advantage, — 
that’ at the end of this period the French fhip 
fheered off, and putting before the wind, left 
the Ifis incapable of purfuing from the damage 
which fhe had fuftained in her mafts, fails, and 
rigging: lh other refpeéts her damage was in- 
confiderable, and only one man was killed and 
fifteen’ wounded: Whereas the French fhip had. 
been fo roughly handled, and fo much injured in 
her hull, that fhe was obliged to bear away for 
the harbour of Bofton to refit; and her killed — 
and wounded amounted ‘to fifty, including i in the © 
latter her captain, the celebrated Bougainville, 
whofe arm was fhot away in the action. If we © 
reafon by analogy, thefe fpirited actions, thus | 
nobly fuftained againft fhips of fuch fuperior 
force,.can leave no room to doubt that, had the 
two fleets come to aétion on the day on which 
an engagement was expected, the event would © 
have proved highly honourable to the Britifh | 
flag. Of the two fleets, the French appears to 
have fuffered the moft by the ftorm, but both of | 
them had fuftained confiderable damage. The ~ 
Britifh fhips which were difabled went into the © 
harbour of New York to refit; and the French — 
admiral, after colleting his fhattered fquadron, © 
bere. 


AMERICAN*WAR. 35 


_bore away for the harbour of Bolton, in his CHA P. 

paflage to which, he again anchored off Rhode rabst_a 

-Uland, ‘for the purpofe. of communicating with ,..9. 
the provincials, who had effected a landing upon 
that land the day before he failed out of the 
harbour. Qn this fecond. vifit to. Rhode Ifland 
he remained only one day, when he thaped_ his 

courfe for Bofton. Paes RE Gh 

44s foon as lord Howe’s fquadron, which was 
“how further increafed by the arrival of the Mon- 
nrouth, one of admiral Byron’s fleet, yeas fuffici« 
ently’ refitted, he put to. fea with. it again, 
hoping, from the intelligence which, he had re- 
ceived of the motions of the French fleet, that 
he might be able to reach the bay of Bofton 
before it; but in this hope he was difappointeds 
Upon his entering that bay, on the thirteenth of 
Auguft, he found the French fleet already in the 
harbour, and fo well fecured. by lying within 
certain points of land, on which batteries had 
been erected to cover and command the an- 
chorage ground, that all attempts againft them, 
in, this fituation, appeared impracticable. Hav- 
ing advanced to the mouth of the harbour, and 
reconnoitred their pofition, he determined to 
quit the bay of Bofton, and proceed to the re- 
lief of Rhode Ifland; but that ifland being eva- 
cuated by the provincials before his arrival, and 
his affiftance in that quarter no longer being ne- 
ceflary, he returned with the fleet to New York, 

towards the middle of September. Duting his September. 
abfence fix more fhips of admiral Byron’s {fquad- 
ron had arrived at that port; and as, in confe- 
quence of thefe arrivals, the Britifh naval force 
in America was now unqueftionably fuperior to 
the fleet under the count D’Eftaing, and would 
be ftill farther increafed by the arrival of admiral 
Byron, in the Princefs Royal, who was daily ex- 
D2 pected 


36 HisTORY OF THE 


CHA P. petted from Halifax, his lordfhip thought this a 
aa for availing himfelf of the lec 
7 ‘proper moment for availing himlelt o the leave 
1548, Which he had fome time before obtained of re- 
Lord Howe tiring from the American ftation, on account of 
mins at his health ; and, refigning the command of the 
“rrheflect fleet to admiral Gambier, took his departure 


to admiral, 
Ce een England. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


A particular Account of the Progrefs and IfJue of the 


American Attempt on Rhide Lfland, already ge- 


nerally mentioned, 


37 


S our attention hitherto has been occupied CHAP. 


. in detailing the more momentous operati- 
ons of the two fleets, and the invafion of Rhode 
Ifland by the provincials has only been incidentally 
mentioned, we fhall now briefly relate the progrefs 
and iffue of that invafion, which would not have 
been undertaken but in the profpect of a co-oper- 
ation from the count D’Eftaing, and which was 
abandoned as foon as that profpect was withdrawn. 
Previoufly to the arrival of the French fleet, Rhode 
Ifland was fufficiently protected againift an invafion 
from the provincials, by the garrifon which was 
placed in it, and by the frigates and other {maller 
veflels of war which were ftationed round it for 
its fecurity: and foon after the arrival of the 
French fleet upon the American coaft, the garrifon 
was reinforced with five battalions under general 
Prefcot; for it was forefeen that, if the French 
fleet thould appear before it, the Britifh naval 
force ftationed there would be rendered ineffective, 
and the fecurity of the place muft, for a time at 
lealt, depend chiefly upon the ftrength of the gar- 
rifon, ‘The event juftified this precaution ; for as 
foon as the count D’Eftaing had detached two 
of his line-of battle fhips into the Narraganfet 
Paflage, and as many frigates into the Seaconnet 
Paflage, the retreat of fuch of the Britifh fhips as 

were 
ee 
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CHAP. were advanced beyond them was. cut off :; They 
XXIV. ‘ fea nor. 
could neither put to fea nor-return to the harbour. 


1778. 


of Newport; and in order to prevent them. frona . 
falling into the hands of the French, were dif. 
mantled and burnt*., Sir Robert Pigott, too, 
being threatened with a defcent.in feveral quarters 
at the fame time, was obliged, notwithftanding 
his reinforcement, to withdraw his out-pofts, and. 
concentrate his force in-an, intrenched camp in, 
the neighbourhood. of Newport. Thus all .the 
north part of the ifland, was neceflarily left un- 
evarded ;, and there the provincials, under general 


. Sullivan, fuppofed to amount to ten thoufand mens 


effected a landing on the ninth of Auguit, the, 
day after the count D’Eftaing. had entered the: 
harbour .of Newport.. They didnot, however, 
make their appearance before the Britifh lines till) 
the fourteenth, when, taking poffeflion of Honey-. 
man’s Hill, they began to conftruct batteries, 


form lines of communication, and make regular _ 


approaches, which were continued without inter- 
miffion until the morning of the twenty-fixth, 
But the re-appearance of the French fleet, in: its » 
fhattered and difabled condition after the ftorm, 
and its final departure for the harbour .of Bofton 
to refit, threw a fatal damp upon’ the fpirits of 
the men who compofed general Sullivan’s army. 
Great part of it confifted of volunteers:. And 
thefe, difheartened by the departure of the French 
fleet, returned home in fuch numbers, three thou- 
fand of them having gone off in the courfe of one 


 Britith Ships deftroyed at Rhode Ifland, to prevent them from 
"falling into the Hands of the French : 


Jano 32 guns, burnt. Cerberus 32 guns, burnt. 
1S ark ‘ditto ° ditto. Falcon 18 guns, funk. 
“Orpheus ditto. ditto. King’s Fifher 16 guns, burnt, 
Flara ditto — funk, : toe ; 


day, 
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day, that, according to the American accounts; C A HP. 
the force which at laft remained did not greatly nici 
| exceed that. of the Britith ‘garrifon. . Gerieral 
Sullivan’s army being thus weakened by defertion, 
_he faw the impoffibility of fucceeding, and took 
_Mmeafures for effecting a retreat. Orders were: 
_difpatched to repair and ftrengthen? the works in 
his rear, upon the north part of the ifland, and 
alfo'at Briftol and Tiverton upon the’ continent: 
Such parts: of his heavieft’ baggage as could be 
{pared were fent off ; and every previous prepara- 
tion that was neceflary being made,’ he began his 
retreat in the night of the twenty-eighth of Auguft. 
By evacuating his works’ in ‘the: night, genéral 
Sullivan pained a march: of feveral hours; unper- 
ceived by the’ Britith army, and by pofting his 
light troops on various eminencés in his line of 
march, and leaving them behind him: with orders 
to ikirmith with ‘the Britifh troops as they advanc- 
ed, and then retire, Khe was enabled to make 
good his retreat with the main body of his army, 
his artillery and baggage, to a ¢éommanding fitu- 
ation at the north’ end of the ifland; which, as 
we have feen, he had previoufly ftrengthened with 
iome additional works, for the purpofe of cover- 
ing his retreat. Day-light in the morning of the 
twenty-ninth difeovered to. fir Robert Pigott’ the 
retreat of the ‘enemy and a purfuit’ being in- 
{tantly ordered, the whole day was-fpent in tkir- 
mifhes, in which the covering parties of the pro- 
vincials were fucceflively driven from the different 
polts occupied by them, until they fell back upon 
the main body of their army, by this time, en- 
camped on the advantageous ground already 
mentioned. Thefe fkirmifhes were terminated 
by a fharp aétion in front of the American en- 
-campment, obftinately maintained for half an 
hour, at the end of which the troops engaged on 
: both 
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CHAP. both fides were withdrawn. The lofs of the pro- 
- vincials in killed, wounded, and miffing, during 
1778, the various engagements of this day, amounted 
to two hundred and eleven men, including ofh- 
cers ; and fo obftinately did they difpute the ground 
with their purfuers, that the lofs of the Britifh 
troops was not much inferior. The latter were | 
now, in their turn, become the affailants, and — 
during the following day preparations were made 
for attacking the provincials in their encampment ; 
but, in the evening of that day, general Sullivan, 
after having purpofely exhibited every appearance 
of an intention to maintain his ground, filently 
ftruck his tents as foon as it was dark, and with- 
drew his troops unperceiyed ; which, with the 
help of the numerous boats that attended upon, 
him, were, ina few hours, tranfported acrofs the 
channel to the continent, His artillery and bag- — 
gage had been pafled over during the preceding — 
Fortunately for the provincials, fir Henry 
Clinton, who was haftening with four thoufand 
men to the relief of Rhode Ifland, was detained 
for fome days by contrary winds in ‘his paflage 
through the Sound, otherwife the retreat of :ge- 
neral Sullivan and his ‘army would in all proba- | 
bility have been cut off. Even after allthedelays | 
which’ occurred, fir: Henry Clinton arrived at — 
Rhode Ifland the day after it-was evacuated. 
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Difcontents and Clamours in the Avigiia jean. Siokees- 
- Riots between the-American and. French Seamen at 
Bofton—and -at Charleftown, South Carolina— 

* Expedition to Buzzara’s Bay—Expeditions againft 
Little Ege Harbour, anoted Rendezvous for Pri- 
‘wateers—The Weather this Summer uncommonly 
 -boifterous inthe. Atlantie-Occan—Difperfion and 
Fate of the Fleet-under Admiral Byron—The Ad- 
miral ftruggles in wain againft adverfe Fortune— 


The Count D' Eftaing jets “had to ape sh ate a 
ei 33 


HE ‘cea failure af the expedition againft CHAP. 

Rhode Ifland eccafioned great murmuring XXV. 
skivetiyphreie the American continent, particularly “v7~ 
amongft: the inhabitants’ of the northern ftates, Peden 
who:were moft interefted, and had: in-a more ef- and cla- 
pecial manner exerted themfelves to. promote its ™"y° 
fuccefs. In thefe flates the clamours of the peo- can ftates. 
ple were loud againft the count D’Eftaing, for 
deferting them in the midft of an expedition 
which he knew was undertaken only” in confe- 
quence of his promife of co-operation. hefe 
murmurings the governing powers prudently en- 
deavoured to fupprefs, that they might not give 
offence to their new allies; but they were never- 
thelefs, in part, the caufe of a dangerous riot that Riots be- 
happened at Bofton, between the American and hohe 
French feamen; in which feveral of the latter and French 
were feverely wounded. Nearly about the fame Rt io 
time, too, a fimilar riot happened at Charleftown, at Charlef- 


in town, South 
Carolina. 
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CfA P.in South» Carolina, between the fame claffes of 
WAM , people, but more fatal in the effects, -as fome lives 
1778, 0 both fides were loft. Indeed, the manners’ of 
the people were yet fo little affimilated, that a cor- 

dial agreement could fcarcely be expected. At 

both thofe places; however, means were fallen 

upon to appeafe the tumults, and great pains 

were taken to give fatisfaction to the French, 

whom, at this early ‘ftage of the connexion, it 

would have been highly imprudent to difguit, - 

_ Sir Henry Clinton, having. been difappointed in 
cutting. off the retreat of the provincials from 

Rhode Ifand, returned with the fleet of tranf- 

ports towards New York, as far as: New London ; 

at which place he propofed making a defcent, for 

the purpofe of deftroying a number of privateers, 

which, rendezvoufing at this port, greatly infefted 

that part of the trade to New York which pafled 
through the Sound. But as he approached the 

mouth of the river which, pafling by New Lon- 

don, empties itfelf into the Sound, the wind be- 

came unfavourable, and prevented the fleet from 
entering: And as the appearance of the weather 
indicated a continuance of the fame unfavoura- 
bleswind, the commander in chief. here left the 

fleet, and continued his paflage to New York, 

having firft given orders to majar-general, now fir 

Charles Grey, upon whom the command of the 

troops on board the tranfports now devolved, to 
proceed to the eaftward. upon a fimilar expedition: 

__ in Buzzard?s Bay.. ry Lara 
Fxpedition ‘The objet of this expedition was to-deftroy 
ral Grey to the privateers upon the Acufhnet river in Ply- 
Beazara’s mouth county in New England, together with a 
rots numberof prizes. which they: had:lately taken ; 
_and never was a fervice more effectually perform- 

ed. The fleet of tranfports having proceeded to 

the ealtward with a fair wind, landed the troops 

Ol 
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on the banks of the Acufhnet river at fix in the CH A P. 
evening of the fifthof September. - And fuch was XXV. 
_the rapidity of the. execution, that: by noon of 
the mext day they’were all re-embarked, having, 
in the meantime, burnt. and deftroyed all the 
_ fhips in the whole extent of the river, amounting 
to: more than feventy:fail.: They alfo burnt at 
iedford and: Fairhaven, the one of. thefe towns 
fituatedson the weft; and the other’on the éatt fide 
of the river, ‘a° number of {torehoufes filled with 
proviftonsy merchandife, naval and warlike ftores, 
andthe cargoes of the prize=fhips,: with feveral 
wharfs, and two large rope-walks.": “They alfo dif 
rmantlhed:and-burtnt, on the. eaft/ fide -of the’ river, 
an inclofed) fort mounting eleven pieces:of heavy 
cannon, with a magazine, and barracks for'two 
hundred men* » This > fervice ‘being performed 
with the lofs’ of only one man «killed, four 
wounded; ‘and: fixteen  mifling,. in exchange for 
wheum“fixteen perfons were brought from Bedford, 
‘The troops * being’ re-embarked, the fleet: pro- 
ceeded to the ifland: called ‘Martha’s Vineyard, 
where they. alfo took or,:burnt feveral .veffels, 
celtroyed a faltwork, and obliged the inhabitants 
to deliver up'their arms, and furnifh a contribu- 
tion of ten thoufand fheep, and three hundred 
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* Veffels,’ Stores, &c. deftroyed on Acufhnet River, the 5th of 
September 1778, by the troops.under Maior General Grey. 


8 fail of large thips, from 2co to 300 tons burden, moit of 
them prizes..- 


6 armed veflels, from 10 16 guns. 

A..number of floops'and {fchooners, amounting invall to 70, 
befides whale-boats and others. 

26 flore houfes at Bedford, and feveral at M¢Pherfon’s Wharf, 
Cran’s Mills,-and Fairhaven, filled with rum, fugar, melafies, 
coffee, tobacco, cotton, tea, medicines, gunpowder, fail-cloth, 
cordage, &c, 

‘Two large rope walks. 

13 pieces of ordnance deftroyed at the fort, the magazine 
blown up, and the platform and barracks for 300 men bern. 


OXeN ; 
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CHA P. oxen; and with this feafonablée fupply of provi- 

_ *XY* fions the fleet returned to New York}. 
4k Another expedition was foon afterwards plan- 
Expeditions ned agdinft Little Ege Harbour, on the’ eaft coatt 
eats of New Jerfey, which was alfo a noted rendez. 
Harbour, a vous for privateers. ‘Ihe vicinity of ‘this, other-. 
rendezvous wife infignificant, little port, to that traét of the: 
ter, fea through which veffels ufually pafs either in 
elltering or coming from the harbour’ of New 
York to the fouthward, rendered it a moft ‘conve- 
nient fituation for annoying the trade‘ of ‘that 
place; and on that account the expedition againft 
it became an object of fome confideration.' To 
favour the fuccefs of this, as well as to procure 
foragé, and open the country on both fides of the 
North River, for the admiflion of provifions, the 
‘army was put in motion. The firft divifion, un- 
_der Lord Cornwallis, advancing on the weft fide 
of the North River into’ the’ country of New 


yeti ‘a pofition between that river and 
Newbridge, on the Hackinfack, the right of this 
- divifion' extending to the North River, and the 

left to the Hackinfack ; whilft general Knyphau- 


* $ Veffels; Stores; &c. taken or deftroyed by the troops under 
"Major General Grey, ‘at Falmouth, in the Vineyard Sound, 


and avthe Ifland of Martha’s Vineyard. , . 


: At Falmouth,'2 floops and a fchooper taken; and one floop 
~ burnt. site Se Ue, Ja TY 
- At Martha’s Vineyard, one-brig of 150 tons, andone {chooner 
of 7o.tons burden, burnt; and four other veflels with 23 whale- 
boats, taken or deftroyed, . ea ad 
A falt-work deftroyed, aad a confiderable quantity of falt 
rake 8 UE ohhh Sakata) GO RARO veh) Billet el 
388 ftand of arms taken,' with bayonets, pouches, flints, forme 
gunpowder, and.a quantity of leads, 7 - 
300 oxen and 10,009 fheeps iq ee 
roocl. fterling in paper, the amount of a tax collected in Mar- — 
tha’s Vineyard-by the authority of the eongrefs, was received of 
the collector, pi ep Lops bre Aa ey Ae eit it 
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fen, with the other divifion of the army, took @ C H: 


parallel ,pofition on the eaft fide of the North 


‘River, his left reaching to that river at Wepper-. 


ham, and his right tothe Brunx. From the relative 


 -fituations: of the divifions fepatated from each 
-othet. only by the North River, the whole, by. 


means of the flat-bottomed boats, could have been 
affembled on either: fide.of the river in lefs than 
twenty-four hours ; whereas general Wathington, 


from not having the command of that river, could 
mot have affembled his troops in lefs than ten days. 


Senfible of thefe difadvantages, and probably for- 


feeing that this advanced pofition of the Britifh 
-army was only a temporary movement, he did not 
attempt to. draw his troops together, but fent for- 


ward detachments to intefrupt -and confine as 
miuch.. as poffible the operations of the Britifh 
foragers, One of thefe. detachments was in front 
of lord. Cornwallis’s divifion, and occupied the 


_villages.of Old and New Taapan; a regiment of 
light, -horfe, ; commanded by _lieutenant-colonel 
Baylor, being quartered at the firt of thefe 


places, and a body of militia at the other. Intel- 


ligence of their.pofition having. been received, a 


plan was laid by lord Cornwallis for cutting them 
off. Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, with the 
feventy-firft regiment, and the queen’s rangers 
from general Knyphaulen’s divifion, was to. pafs 
the. North River, and attack the provincials at 
New Taapan; whilft another column from lord 


. Cornwallis’s divifion, led by major-general Grey, 


fhould advance on the left, and attack thofe at 


* Old’Taapan.. By fome delay which occurred in 


tranfporting lieutenant-colonel Campbell’s column 
acrofs- the North River, the boats not having 
arrived in time, and by the intelligence carried.to 
the enemy by fome deferters from this column, 
the provincials at New Taapan were alarmed in 


time 


ae 

P. 
XXV. 
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CHAP. time to make their efcape. But the village Gf — 
-XXV. Qld Taapan'was fo completely furrounded in the 


1778, 


night. by the left column, under major-general 
Grey, whole prompt ' execution and’ unrivalled 
fuecefg in enterprifes of this nature had been the 
terror of the ‘proviricials ever fince’ the furprife 
of general Wayne, that very few of the regiment 
which ‘was quartered im it were able to make their 
efcape: The greatelt part either fell viGtims to 
the carnage incident to the confufion and uncer- 
tainty of a nightly attack; or ‘were fortunate to 
be made prifoners; and amongit the latter was 
their commander, dangeroufly wounded. > The 
regiment was entirely ruined ; and the fuddennefs 
and feverity of this nightly enterprife ftruck fuch 
terror into the provincials? that the Britifh fora- 


gers were not afterwards interrupted. 


In the mean time, the fquadron deftined for 
Little Ege Harbour, failed from New York. under 
the direction of captain Gollins of the Zebra. ‘This 
little fquadron confifted of the Zebra, Vigilant, 
Nautilus, fome gallies, fmall armed veflels, and 
tran{ports. On board the tranfports were em- 
barked three hundred: troops’ from the fifth regi- 
ment, and’ the New Jerfey. volunteers, the whole 
under the command of captain Patrick Fergufon, 
of the feventieth regiment, an aGive, zealous, and 
able officer, who, in this expédition, was entrufted 
with the condu& of the land fervice. Although 
this fquadron left New York on the thirtieth of 
September, it did not arrive off Little Ege Har- 
bour till the fifth of OGober in the evening, on 
account of contrary winds; and in the meantime 
the country had been alarmed by receiving inte!- 
ligence’ of ‘the place of its deftination; which 
gave an opportunity to four oat aloe to put to 
feaand make their elcape, whillt the other vetlels 
were ‘carried up the river, as far as their draft of 

water 
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water would. permit... Asthe commandets of this CHA P. 


expedition learnt on; their arrival: at Little Ege XXV. 
Harbour that the country, had been already alarm- — ,--¢, 


ed, they determined to. lofe, no farther time in 
carrying it into execution. On the morning of 
the 6th, the wind. {till preventing the tran{ports 
from. entering the harbour, the troops. were em= 
barked on board the {mallet veflels, which, with 
the row-galleyss proceeded about twenty miles up 
the fiver to a place called. Chefnut Neck; where 
were feveral veflels, and afmail village with, ftore- 
honfes; for the reception of prize-goods:,. Here 
the provincials had erected two batteries ; one 
level. with the water, and, the other upon a com- 
manding..eminence; but neither of them yet 
mounted with. artillery. . Behind thefe batteries, 
and a breaft-work which they had alfo thrown up, 
they at firt made a\formidable fhew of refift- 
ance ; but as foon as the troops were landed undér 
cover ofthe row-gallies; -fled... The batteries, 
with the houfes and ftores, were immediately de- 
molifhed: by the. troops, whilft the feamen fet on 
fire and burnt ten, large prize hips, which in con- 
fequence of the previous alarm had been fkuttled 
by the provincials, and could not! be brought off. 
It had been propofed topenetrate-by:the fame river « 
as far as.a place called the Forks, the grand depot 
for prize-goods, within thirty-five miles of Phila- 
delphia;. but information was now received that 
the militia in-that part of the country were reins 
forced by a detachment. of foot,'.a fall train of 
artillery, and a corps of light-horfe; and as, from 
the fhallownefs of the navigation, the troops could 
not be farther accompanied by the row-gallies, it 
was determined to abandon this part of the enter- 
prile.as impracticable. The troops were accor- 
dingly re-imbarked, and proceeded down the river.. 
In their paflage they were twice landed, and de- 


ftroyed 
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CHAP. ftroyed three falt-works, and fothe houfes and — 
ERY. ftores belonging to perfons either concerned in 
“4778, fitting ovt privateets, or whofe activity in the 
‘’ eaufe of America, and unrelenting perfecution of 
the loyalifis, marked them out as proper objects of 
vengeance, After the gallies and fmaller veflels — 
had joined the fquadron in the harbour, they-were © 
prevented from putting to fea for fome days by 
contrary winds; and during this interval an offt- 
cer and fome privates, defertérs from Pulatki’s 
American legion, having eome on beard, gave 
fuch an account of the pofition of that corps, ly- 
ing only at the diftance of twelve miles up the 
river, as fuggelted to the active and enterprifing 
mind of captain Fergufon the probability of fur- 
prifing it. Pulafki’s corps, confifting of three 
companies of foot, three troops of horfe, anda 
detachment of aftillery, with one bralfs field-piece, 
was quartered about a mile beyond a bridge, 
which captain Fergufon propofed to feize, for the — 
-purpofe of fecuring his retreat: And two miles 
beyond Pulafki’s corps, lay a provincial colonel 
with a detachment of artillery, fome field pieces, 
and the militia of the country. Captain Fergu- 
fon having minutely informed himfelf of their fi- 
tuation, communicated his ideas to captain Col- — 
- lins , and it was agreed that the attempt fhould be © 
made, Ateleven at night, two hundred and fifty. 
troops were embarked in the boats, which, rowing ~ 
ten miles up the river, landed them at four in the — 
morning. ‘Che bridge being immediately fecu- — 
red, and left under the guard of fifty men, the — 
reit of the detachment puthed forward, and fur- — 
rounding the quarters of Pulafki’s infantry, cut — 
them to pieces. Very few efeaped, and only five — 
were made prifoners. ‘The Americans themfelves — 
-mumbered fifty that were flain, and amongft thefe — 
three © 
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three officers; one of whom was of rank} theC HAP. 


baron de Bofe, a lieutenant-colonel, As this fur- 
prife was effected within two miles of a force 


fuperior in number to the affailants, not only cele- 


rity of execution, but an immediate retreat, be- 
came neceflary, which, in confequence of the 
bridge having been previoufly fecured, was made 
with eafe and fafety.. The troops were re-embark- 
ed without any other lof than two men mifling, 
and one officer and two privates wounded ; and as. 
foon as the wind proved favourable the fquadron 
returned to: New York. 

The furprife of Baylor’s dragoons at Old 
Taapan, and that of Pulafki’s legion near Little 
Egg Uarbour, both of which happened nearly 
about the fame time, gave frefh occafion to the 
Americans to pour forth much virulent invective 
again{t the cruelty of the Britifh troops. But 
whilft we admit the feverity of the execution on 
both thefe occafions, candour requires us to add, 
that as both thofe attacks were made by furprife, 
and both in the night, and as the fuccefs of a fur- 
prife depends in a great meafure upon celerity of 
execution, it is impoflible, under fuch circum- 
{tances, for a commander, however humane, to 
prevent carnage, In the laft of thefe enterprifes, 
it 1s alfo to be remarked, that captain Fergufon’s 
foldiers were highly irritated by intelligence im- 
mediatly before received from the deferters, that 
count Pulafki had given it out jn public orders to 
his legion, no longer to grant quarter to the Bri- 
tifh troops. ‘This intelligence afterwards appeared 
to be falfe, but in the mean time captain Fergu- 
fon’s foldiers acted under the impreflion that it was 
true; and to his honour it is to be related, that 
although he did not fereen the guilty, he was care- 
ful to {pare the innocent. The dwelling of a per- 
{ecuting committee-man he razed to the ground, 

Vou. Il. 0 but 
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CHAP. but faved from the flames the houfe of a peacea- 
- ble, inoffenfive Quaker, although it contained 
1778. Part of the es and sciahape of Pulafki’s le- 
gion, which it was an object to deftroy, and which 
he had not time to deftroy in any other way than 
by fetting fire to the houfe; but the houte, be- 
longing to a peaceable man, was faved, and with 

it the baggage. Bas . 

Before the fquadron from Little Egg Harbour 
returned to New York, the Bnitifh army was 
withdrawn from its forward pofition; and in this 
quarter nothing material was undertaken or. 
atchieved on either fide during the remainder of 
the feafon. 


The wee Lhe weather, throughout the whole of this 
ther this fummer, appears to have been uncommonly boif- 
uncom terous in the Atlantic ocean. From this caufe 
monly tem- admiral Byron's fleet, which failed from England 
Pe Adune Om the ninth of June, to counteract the defigns of 
tic ocean. coynt D’Eftaing on the American coa{t, was not 
only delayed in its paflage, but was at length, on 
the third of July, difperfed and feparated by a 
Difperfios ftorm. Some of the fhips arrived fingly at New 
ans York, in the manner we have already feen; and 
under ad- fix of them, under admiral Parker, having been 

miral By- fortunate enough to keep together, reached that | 

: port on the twenty-ninth of Auguft. But admiral | 

Byron himfelf, in the Princefs Royal, which thip 

was at laft left alone, after having made good his | 

paflage within thirty leagues of Sandy Hook, | 

came in fight of twelve fhips, on the eighteenth | 

of Augull, about ten miles to leeward of him, | 

‘which, from their fignals, he at length difcovered ’ 

to be the French fleet; and as thefe fhips from | 

their fituation equally obftructed his courfe to © 
New York or to Rhode Ifland, he was obliged, 

by a’neceflity of refitting, to bear away for Hali- 

fax; where he arrived on the twenty-fixth of that | 


month, © 
a 
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month, and found the Culloden, another of his CHAP. 
fleet, already in the harbour. Both thefe fips 
being refitted with the utmoft difpatch, he failed 1778. 
again on the fourth of September, and arrived at 
New York about the middle of that month. The 
fhips of his fquadron which arrived there before 
him were fo fhattered and torn to pieces in the dif- 
ferent {torms they had encountered, that with all 
the difpatch that could be ufed they were not in 
readinefs to proceed to fea till the eighteenth of 
October. On that day the admiral failed again The admi- 
in queft of the count D’Eftaing, but his ill fortune ahi dane 
{till continued to perfecute him. Scarcely had he againt ad-_ 
reached the bay of Bofton, when, on the firft CS Nobitaes 
November, another tremendous ftorm arofe, ~~ 
drove his fhips out to fea, and fo difabled them 

that he was obliged to return to Rhode Ifland to 

refit, and leave the bay of Bofton unguarded, 

The count D’Eftaing, whofe thips were by this The count 
time shin a refitted, embraced the favourable Popes 
Opportunity of putting to fea, which the depar- the Welt 
ture of the Britith fleet had given him; and leay- "4: 
ing the harbour of Bofton on the third of No. 

vember directed his courfe to the Welt-Indies, 


a 
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Expedition to the Weft Indies under the Command of 
General Grant—The Britifh Commiffioners return 
to England—Review of their Proceedings — Ex- 

pedition againft Georgia—Reduttion of Savan- 


nab, 


CHAP, HE feafon for active operations between the 
XXVI. two grand armies being now over, and no 
“—v— preater force being. neceflary to be kept at New 
1778. York, during the winter, than would be fufficient. 
for the defence of the different pofts occupied by 
the Britith troops ; as foon as admiral Byron had. 
failed from thence for the bay of Bofton, a de- 
tachment of five thoufand troops was put under, 
Expedition OFders for embarkation, to proceed to the Welt 
tothe Wet Indies, under the command of genera! Grant. 
Indiesun- "This force failed from Sandy Hook on the third 
command of November. , The tranfports were efcorted by 
of general  {quadron of fix fhips of war, under the com- 
mand of commodore Hotham. ‘Towards the end 
of the fame month another embarkation took place, 
the object of which was the reduction of the pro- 
vince of Georgia. ‘The troops fent on this fervice 
were commanded by lieutenant colonel Campbell, 
of the feventy-firft regiment, and the naval force 

by commodore Hyde Parker, 
The Bris About the time of the laft of thefe embarkati- 
tithcom- ons the Britifh commiflioners took a final leave of 
mifione's’ America, and failed for England. We fhall here, 
Englend, therefore, interrupt the thread of hoftile detail, 
for 
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for the fake of giving a fummary account of their 
proceedings fubfequent to the anfwer of congrefs 
to their firft application. Inthat anfwer, the con- 
grefs, as apreliminary to all negotiation, had re- 
quired either an explicit acknowledgment: of the 
independence of America, or elfe that the British 
fleets.and armies fhould be withdrawn : And even 
then they confined the extent of the negotiation 
to fuch an agreement as fhould not be inconfiftent 
with ‘treaties already fubfifling between them arid 
foreign powers. Although the Britifh commiffio- 
ners, after receiving this anfwer, muft have been 
convinced that all farther attempts at negotiation 
with the congrefs mult be fruitlefs, they never- 
thelefs thought it néceflary to reply, that it might 
clearly appear to the world not to be owing to any 
backwardnefs:in them, if the negotiation fhould 
not fucceed. In this reply, dated at New York 
the eleventh of July, they rejected the laft of the 
two alternative preliminaries, which regarded the 
withdrawing of the Britifh fleets and armies, as en- 
tirely inadmiflible; not only for the fake of 
guarding again{ft the defigns’ of the natural ene- 
my of Great Britain, but for the fafety of thofe 
who, in America, had taken an ative part in 
favour of the mother-country: And, with refpec 
to the firft of the alternatives, they declared, that 
if the congrefs, by the independence of America, 
meant no more than the entire privilege of the 
people of that continent to difpofe of their owg 
property and to govern themfelves without any 
reference to Great Britain beyond what is necef- 
fary to preferve an union of force for the fafety of 
the whole empire, fuch an independence had been 
already acknowledged in the firft letter from the 
commiffioners. They alfo reminded the congrefs 
that they had furnifhed that aflembly with a copy 
of the powers under which they a&ted, and as a 

reciprocal 
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reciprocal mark of confidence they expected thay 
the congrefs would make known to them the pow- 
ers with which they were entrufted by their con- 
{tituents to contract alliances with foreign powers ; 
and, as thefe alliances were to have an influence 
on the negotiation, fo’‘they alfo expected copies 
of the treaties on which they were founded. But 
the congrefs took no further notice of this fecond 
letter of the commiffioners, than barely to enter a 
tefolution upon their journals, importing that no 
an{wer fhould be given to it; as neither of the 
preliminary conditions upon which alone a nego- 
tiation could commence, had been yet complied 
with. 

General Burgoyne’s army being ftill retained 
in captivity, in direct violation of the convention 
under which it had furrendered, a remonftrance 
on this fubject, bearing date the feventh of An- 
guft, was the next paper addreffed to the con- 
grefs by the Britifh commiffioners. In this re- 
monitrance they complained with fome feverity of 
the detention of thofe troops, demanded a free 
entrance for tranfports into the harbour of Bofton 
to tranfport them to Great Britain, according to 
the terms of the convention; and, to remove 
every poflible difficulty, offered to renew and ra- 
tify on the part of Great Britain every article of 
that convention, more efpecially the article by 
which the troops were bound not to ferve againit 
America during the war; and to this reprefenta- 
t'on they demanded a fpeedy, direct, and explicit 


aniwer. But the congrefs, inftead of returning a 


direct anfwer, tranfmitted to them.a remonttrance 
on the conduct of governor Johnftone, one of 
the commifhoners, in which he was charged with 
attempting to bribe and corrupt fome of their 
members: And this. remonitrance was accom- 
panied with a declaration that it was incompatible 

i with 
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with the honour of congrefs to hold any farther CH 4 P. 


communication or intercourfe with governor John- 
{tone, more efpecially upon affairs in which the 
caufe of liberty and virtue was interefted. 

This charge was founded on letters written by 
governor Johnftone to individual members of 
congrefs*, with fome of. whom he was perfonally 

acquainted, 


* In confequence of an order of congrefs, that all letters re- 
ceived by members of that body, or their agents, from any fub- 
ject of Great Britain, of a public nature, fhould be laid before 
them, the following letters were laid on the table from governor 
Johnftone : 


To Francis Dana, Efq. (Private ) 
«© Dear Sir, 


‘* Ir gives me great pleafure to find your name amongit the 
lift of congrefs, becaufe I am perfuaded, from perfonal know- 
ledge of me, and my-family and connexions, you can entertain 
no jealoufy that I would engage in the execution of any com- 
million that was inamicable to the rights and privileges of Ame- 


rica, or the general liberties of mankind; while, on the other . 


hand, your charaéter muft be fo well known, that no man will 
fufpeé you will yield any point-that is contrary to the real inter- 
eft of your country ; and therefore it will be prefumed we will 
Jofe no opportunity, from falfe punstilios of meeting to difeufs 
our differences fairly, and that, if we do agree, it will be on 
the moft liberal, and therefore the moft lafting terms of union. 
There are three faéts I wifh to affure you of. Firft, That Dr. 
Franklin, on the 28th of March laft, in difcufling the feveral 
articles we wifh to make the bafis of our treaty, was perfectly 
fatisfied they were beneficial to North America, and fuch as 
fhe fhould accept. Second, That this treaty with France was 
not the frft treaty that France had exa&ed, and with which Mr. 
Simeon Deane had put to fea, but granted and acceded to after 
the fentiments of the people of Great Britain had fully changed, 
after the friends to America had gained thefe points for recon- 
ciliation, and folely with a view to difappoint the goed effects of 
our endeavours. You will be pleafed to hear the pamphlet 
wrote by Mr, Pulteney was a great means of opening the minds 
of the people of England to the real ftate of the queftion between 
us, and that it has run through thirteen editions. The third 
fa& is, That Spain, unafked, had fent a formal meffage, dif- 
approving of the conduét of France. All thefe I will engage 
to prove to your fatisfaction. 1 beg to recommend to tor 
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acquainted, and for others had received letters of 
introduction from their friends in England. Go- 
vernor 


fonal civilities, ty friend Dr. Fergufon. Heis a man of the 
greateft genius and vittue, and has always ‘been a fteady friénd 
to America.: Private... -- ij she ies v ’ 

* If you follow the example of Britain in the hour of her 
privilege, infolence, and madnefs, and refufe to hear us, I ftill 
expect, fince I am here, to have the privilege of coming among 
you, and feeing the country, as there are many men, whofe vir- 
tues I admire abate Greek and Roman names, that I fhould be 
glad to tell my children about. 

‘¢ Tam, with efleem and affe€tion, dear Sir, 


«© Your friend and fervant, 


Philadelphia, Fune 10, 1778.  « GEO, JOHNSTONE,” 


To General Jostru REED. 
« Sir, 

« Your near and worthy relation, Mr, Dennis de Berdt, 
has made me happy by favouring me with a letter to you. I 
have been informed by general Roberefon of your great worth 
and conféquence in the dnhappy difputes that have fubfifted be- 
tween Great Britain and herdefeendants, Your pen and your 
{word have both been ufed with glory and advantage in vindicat- 
ing the fights of mankind, and of that community of which 
you was apart. Such a conduét, as the firft and fuperior of all 
human dutiés, mult ever command my warmeft friendfhip and 
veneration. i ‘ 

«© Jn the midft of thofe affedling feenes, my feeble voice has 
net been wantiig to ftop the evils im their a hie and' to re- 
move, on a large and'liberal footing, the caufe’of all jealoufy ;— 
tliat every fubject of the empire might live equally free and fecure 
in the enjoyment of the bléffings of life;—not one part depend- 
ant on the will of another with oppofite interéfts, but a general 
union on terms of perfed fecurity and mutual advantage. 

« During the conteft, Tam free to confefs, my wifhes have 
ever béen, that America might fo far prevail as to oblige this 
country to fée their error, and to refle& and reafon fairly 
in thé cafe of others, heirs to the fame privileges with themfel ves. 
It has pleafed Godin his jultice foto difpofe of events, that this 
kingdom is at length convinced of her folly and her faults. A 
commiilion under parliamentary authority is now iffued for fettling 
in a manner confiftent with that union of force ‘on which the 
_ fafety 


AMERICAN WAR. 57 


vernor Johnftone had not only been an uniform CHAP. 


| : Bie ene Ol. 
but a ftrenuous advocate in the Britifh parliament ~"", 


for 1578, 
fafety of both parties depends, all the differences that have or 
can fubfift between Great Britain and America, fhort of a total 

_ feparation of interefts. In this commiffion | aman unworthy 

affociate. Though no man can feel the defire of cementing in 

peace and friend{hip every member of what was called the Bri- 
tith empire, {tronger than myfelf; yet I am fenfible that it might 
have fallen to the lot of many perfons better qualified to attain 
the end propofed. All I can claim is ardent zeal and upright 
intentions ; and when I reflect that this negotiation muft depend 
much more upon perfeét integrity than refinement of under{tand- 
ing, where a fenfible, magnanimous people will fee their own 
intereft, and carefully guard their honour in every tranfaation, I 
am more inclined to hope, from the good will I have always 
borne them, [ am not altogether unqualified for the tafk. 

< TF it be (as I hope it is) the difpofition of good men in the 
provinces to prefer freedom, in conjunétion with Great Britain 
to an union with the ancient enemy of both; if it is their ge- 
nerous inclination to forget recent injurtes, and recall to their 
remembrances former benefits, Iam in hopes we may yet be 
great and happy. I am fure the people of America will find in 
my brother-commiffioners, and myfelf, a fair and cheerful con- 
currence in adjufting every point to their utmoft with, not in- 
confiftent, as I faid before, with a beneficial union of interéfts, 
which is the objet of our commithon. 

‘¢ Nothing could furpafs the glory you have acquired in arms, 
except the generous magnanimity of méeting on the terms of 
juftice and equality, after demonftrating to the world that the 
fear of force could have no juft influence in that decifion. 

«© "The man who can be inftrumental in bringing us all' to a&t 
once more in harmony, and unite together the vartous powers 
which this contelt has drawn forth, will defervé more from the 
king and people, from patriotifm, humanity, friendfhip, and all 
the tender ties that are affected by the quarrel and réconcilta- 
tion, than ever was yet beflowed on human kind. 

<6 This letter from Mr. de Berdt I thall confider as an intro- 
duétion to you, which line of communication I fhall endeavour 
by every means to improve, by public demonftrations of refpea, 
or private friendfhip, as your anfwer may enable me. 


‘© Tam, with preat refpect, Sir, 


« Your moftobedient, and moft huthble fervant, 


London, April 11, 1778. «“ GEO. JOHNSTONE.” 
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CHAP. for the rights originally claimed by the Ameri- | 
Vl. cans; and therefore, probably, thought himfelf | 
1778. entitled to take greater liberties with thofe whofe. 

: caufe he had fo powerfully fupported, than the. 
other commiflioners ; and being alfo fully of opi- 

nion that the privileges now offered to the colo- 

nies, which were abundantly fufficient for fecuring 

; their 


Jo Ropert Morris, E/g (Private ) 
e¢ Dear Sir, Philadelphia, Fune 16, 1778. 


“ T came-to this country in a fincere belief that a recon- 
ciliation berween Great Britain and America could be eftablithed 
on terms honourable and beneficial to both. I am_ perfuaded, 
and can prove, that the laft treaty with France fhould be no 
bar, and the firft treaty, if ever you faw it, fhould be an in- 
ducement. 

‘* Suppofing every obftacle to prevent us from treating re- 
moved, we are then to confider whether the terms propofed are 
advantageous. I inclofe you my fentiments on the fubjec at | 
large; if they concur with yours, we fhall join in’ the work | 
with all the prudence, and all the means poffible and virtuous. — 
I believe the men who have conduéted the affairs of America — 
incapable of being influenced by improper motives. But in all | 

‘fach tranfactions there is rifk, and | think that whoever ventures 
fhould be fecured, at the fame time that honour and emolument — 
fhould naturally follow the fortune of thofe who have fteered — 
the veffel in the ftorm, and brought her fafely to port. L think | 
that Wafhington and the prefident have a right to every favour | 
that grateful nations can beftow, if they’could once more unite | 
our interefls, and {pare the miferies and devaftations of war. I | 
with above all things to fee you, and hope you will fo contrive — 
it, Donot think Great Britain is fo low; remember fhe never — 
can be lower than you were at Trenton. It is the fame blun- | 
derers who produced the war who have condutted it. When 
the fenfe of the nation is roufed, believe me fhe can make ftrug- — 
gles that few have conceived, but which | fhould be forry to fee | 
exerted on fuch an occafion. 

“© Whatever may be our fate, L fhall ever retain the ftrideft | 
private friendfhip for you and yours ; but let me entreat -you to | 
recall all thofe endearing ties to your recollection... 


“ Tam, with affeGion and efteem, dear Sir, 
“© Your obedient fervant, 


“GEO. JOHNSTONE” | 
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perhaps he was, for that reafon, lefs {crupulous 
about the means of inducing acceptance. 
Although, in the extracts of the letters which 
were publifhed on this occafion by the congrefs, 
‘there was nothing which amounted to the direét 
-offer of a bribe, yet it cannot be denied that ge- 
neral expectations were held out both of honours 
and rewards, as naturally appertaining to thofe 
who fhould be inftrumental in cementing the dif- 
jointed parts of the empire, and putting an end 
to the horrors and devaftations of war. If we 
fuppofe the members of congrefs, to whom thefe 
letters were addreffed, to have been actuated by 
the pure principles of virtue, patriotifm, and love 
of their country, fuch letters, which held out 
felfith confiderations as motives to influence their 
conduct in a public concern of fuch magnitude, 
muft neceflarily have been offenfive; and it was 
probably owing to fome offended feeling of this 
fort that governor Johni{tone’s private correfpond- 
-ence was at firft difclofed, and afterwards became 
the fubje@ of public reprehenfion. Upon the re- 
ceipt of this complaint and declaration, governor 
Johnftone immediately withdrew from the com- 
miffion, and in the public act executed by him on 
this occafion to tefltify his refolution, which was 
tranfmitted to the congrefs and bore date the 
twenty-fixth of Aucuft, he recriminated on that 
aflembly, and indirectly charged them with laying 
hold of this pretence to avoid returning an anfwer 
to the requifition: of the commiihoners on the 
fubject of general Burgoyne’s army ; in the fame 
manner as on a former occafion they had pafled 
refolutions about the cartouch-boxes of that ar- 
my, to afford a feeming jultification for breaking 
through 
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eines through the convention by which it had furren- 
dered. And as‘he had accepted the office of a) 
commiffioner only from the defire of furthering: 
the work of peace anid reconciliation, fo he fig-) 
nified to them his determination, that no act done 
by him ¢hould furnith a pretence for retarding fo 
defirable an end. He therefore declared, that he 
would take no farther part in any thing that] 
fhould be done under the commiflion, referving 
to himfelf, however, the privilege of publithing, | 
if he fhould think fit, a refutation of the afperfi- 
ons which the congrefs had attempted to throw 
upon him. ‘The other commifiioners at the fame 
time tranfmitted .a declaration, {pecifying, that 
they were utter {trangers to the’ letters, and to 
the feveral things mentioned in the remonftrance 
of the congrels refpecting governor Johnitone, 
wntil they had feen them publifhed in the newf- 
papers: That they neither meant to admit the 
conftruction put upon thofe letters by the con-: 
grefs, nor to enter into an explanation of g¢o- 
vernor Johnftone’s conduct, whofe abilities and) 
“integrity required no vindication from them; but 
that, in juftice to him and to themfelves, and for | 

the honour of the commiflion, they thought it} 

neceflary to declare, that in all the converfations 

held with him on the fubject of their miifion, the 

principle of his reafoning feemed to be, that: the] 

terms: which they were empowered to. offer to) 

America were calculated to promote and eftablifh 

the liberties, peace, opulence, increale, fecurity, 

and permanent happinefs of that continent, and 

that no other connexion or’ form of government | 

could be equally conducive to thofe ends. As the | 

commiffioners feem to have been of opinion that. 

the recent connexion with France was the prine 

cipal obftacle which they had to encounter, they 

embraced this.opportunity of adducing in their 

letter’ 
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Jetter to congrefs fome new topics of reafoning to 
enforce their former communications on that fub- 
ject, and endeavoured to demonftrate, that the 
interference of that power was rather from enmity 
to Great Britain than friendfhip to America, and 


merely intended to prolong the conteft, and frul-. 


trate the effeéts of the liberal conceflions made by. 
the mother-country. ‘hey concluded by intimat- 
ing that, in their opinion, the general congrefs, 


upon the ground of their connexion with France, 


even if they had’ been legally authorifed to enter 
into it, were not entitled to aflume fo decifive a 
part as they had taken, without firft confulting 
with their conftituents, the provincial affemblies, 
and laying before them a {tate of faéts upon which 
a true judgment might be formed. ‘The com- 
miffioners, along with this declaration, difpatched 
again their former remon{trance on the detention 
ot the Saratoga troops, figned only by the earl of 
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Carlifle, fir Henry Clinton, and Mr. Eden: And © 


thefe were the laft of their papers particularly ad- 
drefled to the congrefs. 

The congrefs were probably difconcerted by 
the readinels with which governor Johnftone with- 
drew from taking any further part in the execu- 
tion of the commiflion. Jt was obvioufly their 
wifh to detain the Saratoga troops as prifoners 
until they fhould be redeemed by exchange. It 
was alfo their intention not to enter upon any ne- 
gotiation with the Britifh commiflioners compati- 
ble with their powers, left they fhould give um- 
brage, or create jealoufy in their new allies : And, 
to effect both thefe ends, it is probable that they 
would have willingly. laid hold of the pretence of 
governor Johnftone’s conduct to break. off all 
communication or correfpondence with the Britifh 
commiffioners, more efpecially as they knew there 
was ftill a moderate party in all the colonies, which 

thought 
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CHAP. thought the terms offered by the commiffioners | 
XXVI- fufficiently liberal to be accepted, and viewed . 
1778, With extreme concerm and apprehenfion the new 

connexion formed with France ; a kingdom which - 
they had been taught to confider as proverbially | 
faithlefs. The ftumbling-block being removed 
which the congrefs had endeavoured to raife in 
the perfon of governor Jchnftone, they were 
under a neceflity for their own credit, of paying © 
fome attention to the remonttrances of the Bri- 
tifh commiffioners on the detention of the conven- 

_ tion army ; but inftead of repelling the charges 
which had. been brought againft them, of having 
violated the law of nations by infringing a military 
convention, they again laid hold of a miferable 
fubterfuge, and adhering to a literal interpreta- 
tion of their former refolution regarding general 
Burgoyne’s army, they paffed another, bearing 
date the fourth of September, as an implied an-. 
fwer to the remonf{trance of the commiffioners, 
which imported that no ratification of the con- 
vention of Saratoga that might be tendered in con- — 
fequence of powers which may reach that cafe by 
con{truction and implication, or which may fub- 
ject whatever is tranfacted relative to it to the fu- 
ture approbation, or difapprobation, of the par- 
liament of Great Britain, could be accepted. — 
That this refolution was evafive is apparent, 
when we reflect that it was paffed without any pre- _ 
vious inquiry into the powers under which the 
commifhioners offered to renew the convention. . 
For any thing that the congrefs knew, the com- 
miffioners might have had {pecial! authority dele- 
gated to them by the king, for this particular 
purpofe, and independent ‘of their general com- 
miffion. But, to drive that affembly from every 
fubterfuge, and to remove every previous objec- 

tion, 
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‘tion, fir Henry Clinton, on the nineteenth of CHA P. 
September, tranfmitted to them an extract from ede 
an inftruGion fent to him by the fecretary of || 1778. 

ftate, and received fince the date of the remon- 

' ftrance made by the commiffioners, by which he 

_ was authorifed, not in implied, but exprefs terms, 

to demand a performance of the convention made 
with general Burgoyne, and, if required, to re- 
new and ratify, in the king’s name, all the condi- 
tions flipulated init. ‘The offer of a ratification 
now made feemed to be of that pofitive and pre- 
cife nature which fubftantially removed every pre- 
vious objection. But the congrefs were not to be 
fatisfied ; and to fill up the climax of that fyftem 
of evafion which they had purfued in all their de- 
liberations on this fubje@, they affected to confi- 
der fir Henry Clinton’s letter as deficient in ref- 
pect, from the cafual ufe of an expreffion of dif- 
approbation, which, in the warmth of his feelings 
as a foldier, when vindicating the rights of foldi- 
ers grofsly violated, he had incautioufly fuffered 
to efcape him; and inftead of anfwering or com- 
plying with the requifition, directed their fecre- 
tary to write to the Britifh general, ‘* that con- 
** srefs pave no an{wer to infolent letters.”” Thus 

thofe brave troops who had furrendered at Sara- 

toga, upon the faith of a convention, which ftipu- 
lated for their return to Great Britain, were, by 
the grofs violation of it, obftinately perfilted in by 
the congrefs, {till deftined to bear all the ills inci« 
dent to a ftate of captivity. 

The Britifh commiflioners, finding all efforts to 
open a negotiation with the congrefs vain and 
fruitlefs, at laft, on the third of Otober, pub- 
lifhed a inanifetto and proclamation, addrefled 
not only to the congrefs, but to all the provincial 
aflemblies, and to all the inhabitants of the colo- 


ae 


nies 
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CHAP. nies of whatever denomination *, in. which they 
XXVI. briefly recapitulated the different fteps taken. by 
1778, them 


* « MANIFESTO AND PROCLAMATION. 


«© To the Members of the Congrefs, the Members of the Gene- 
ral Affemblies or Conventions of the feveral Colonies, .Plan- 
tations, and Provinces of New Hampfhire, Maflachufett’s 
Bay, Rhode Ifland, Connedticut, New York, New Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, the three lower Countries, on Delaware, Mary- 
Jand, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor- 
gia, and all others, Inhabitants of the faid Colonies, of every 
Rank and, Denomination. 


By the Earl of Carlifle, Sir Henry Clinton, and William 
Eden, Efg. Commiffioners appointed by his Majefty, in pur- 
fuance of an A&t of Parliament, made and paffed in the 18th 
Year of his Majelty’s Reign, to enable his Majefty to appoint . 
Commiffioners to treat, confult, and agree upon the Means of 
quieting the Diforders now fubfifting in certain of the Colo- 
nies, Plantations, and Provinces in North America, 


«* HAVING amply and repeatedly made known to the con- 
grefs, and -having alfo proclaimed to the inhabitants of North 
America in general, the benevolent overtures of Great Britain 
towards a re-union and coalition with her colonies, we do not 
think it confiftent either with the duty we owe to our countrys 
or with a juft regard to the charaéters we bear, to perfift in hold- 
ing out offers, which, in our eftimation, required only to be 
known to be moft gratefully accepted ; and. we have accordingly, 
excepting only the commander in chief, who. will be detained 
by military duties, refolved to return to England, a few weeks 
after the date of this manifefto and proclamation, 

«+ Previous however to this decifive ftep, we are led by a juft 
anxiety for the great objets of our miflion, to enlarge on fome 
points which may. not have been fufficiently underftood, to re- 
capitulate to our fetlow-fubjects the bleflings which we are _em- 
powered to coofer, and to waro them of the continued train of 
evils to which they are at prefent blindly and obitinately expo- 
fing themfelves. 

‘© To the members of the congrefs then, we again declare, 
that we are ready to concur «in all fatisfattory and juft arrange 
ments for fecuring to them, and their refpe@tive conftituents, 
the re-eftablifhment of peace, with the exemption from any im- 
pofition of taxes by the parliament of Great Britain, and the ir- 
reyacable enjoyment of every privilege confiflent with that 

union 
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them to accomplith the object of the commiffion, € She 
‘and the refufal of the congrefs even to open a, uh 


é conference ,4,9, 


union of interefts and force on which our mutual profperity and 
the fafety of our common religion and liberty depend. We 
again aflert, that the members of the congrefs were not autho- 
rifed by their conftitution, either to rejeat our offers without the 
previous confideration and confent of the feveral affemblies and 
conventions of their conf{tituents, or to refer us to pretended fo- 
reign treaties, which they know were delufively framed in the 
firit inftance, and which have never yet been ratified by the peo- 
ple of this continent. And we once more remind the members 
of the congrefs, that they are refponfible to their countrymen, to 
the world, and to God, for the continuance of this war, and 
for all the miferies with which it mutt be attended. 

s To the general aflemblies and conventions of the different 
colonies, plantations, and provinces, above mentioned, we now 
feparately make the offers which we originally tranfmitted to the 
congrefs ; and we hereby caJl upon and urge them to meet, ex- 
prefly for the purpofe of confidering whether every motive, po- 
litical as well as moral, fhould not decide their refolution to 
embrace the occafion of cementing a free and firm coalition with 
Great Britain. Jt has not been, nor is it, our with, to feek 
‘the objects which we are commiflioned to purfue, by fomenting 
popular divifions and partial cabals; we think fuch condu& 
would be ill fuited tothe generous offers made, and unbecoming 
the dignity of the king and the {tate which makes them. Burt it 
is both our with and our duty to encourage and fupport any men, 
or bodies of men, in their return of loyalty to our fovereign, 
and of affection to our fellow-fubjects. 

* To all others, free inhabitants of this once happy empire, 
we alfo addrefs ourfelves.. Such of themas are actually in arms, 
of whatfoever rank or defcription, will do well to recolle&, that 
the grievances, whether real or fuppofed, which led them into 
this rebellion, have been for ever removed, and that the juft oc- 
gafion is arrived for their returning to the clafs of peaceful citi- 
zens, But ifthe honours of a military life are become their 
object, let them feek thofe honours under the banners of their 
rightful fovereign, and in fighting the battles of the united 
Britith empire againft our late mutual and natural enemy. 

** To thofe whofe profeffion is to exercife the funétions of 
religion on this continent, it cannot furely be unknown, that the 
foreign power with which the congrefs is endeayouring to con- 
mect them, ‘has.ever been averfe to toleration, and inveterately 
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conference with them. They again fet forth the 
extent and beneficial tendency of the terms which 


they 


oppofed to the interefts and freedom of the places of worfhip — 
which they ferve; and that Great Britain, from whom they 
are for the prefent feparated, mu(t, both from the principles of 
her conftitution, and of proteftanti{m, ‘be at all times the beft 
guardian of religious liberty, and moft difpofed to promote and 
extend it. 

“ To all thofe who can eftimate the bleflings of peace, and 
its influence over agriculture, arts; and commerce, who can 
feel a due anxiety for the education and ellablifhment of their 
children, or who can place a jutt value on domeftic fecurity, we 
think it fufficient to obferve, that they are made, by their lead- 
ers, to continue involved in all the calamities of war, without 
having either a juft objet to purfue, or a fubfifting grievance. 
which may not inftantly be redreffed. 

‘© But if there be any perfons, who, divefted of miftaken re- 
fentments, and uninfluenced by felfifh interefts,. really think that 
it is for the benefit of the colonies to feparate themfelves from 
Great Britain, and that fo feparated they will find a conftitution 
more mild, more free, and better calculated for their profperity 
than that which they heretofore enjoyed, and which we are em- 
powered and difpofed to renew and improve ; with fach perfons 
we will not difpute a pofition which feems to be fufficiently con- 
tradi¢ted by the experience they have had, “But we think it right 
to leave them fully aware of the charge which the maintaining 
fuch a pofition muft make in the whole nature and future conduct 
of this war; more efpecially when to this pofition is added the 
pretended alliance with the court of France. 

‘© The policy, as well as the benevolence of Great Britain, 
have thus far checked the extremes of war, when they tended 
to diftrefs a people ftill confidered as our fellow-fubjeéts, and 
to defolate a country fhortly to become again a fource of mutual 
advantage: But when that country profeffes the unnatural de- 
fign, not only of eftranging herfelf from us, but of mortgaging 
herfelf and her refources to our enemies, the whole conteft is 
changed ;: and the queftion is, how far Great Britain may, by 
every means in her power, deftroy or render ufelefs a con- 
nexion contrived for her ruin, and for the aggrandizement of 
France. 

«“ Under fuch: circumftances, the laws of felf-prefervation 
muft dire& the conduét of Great Britain; and if the Britifh 
colonies are to become an acceflion to France, will dire&t her . 
to render ‘that acceflion of as little avail as poffible to her ene- 
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they were empowered to offer. Notwithftanding CH P. 


the obf{tructions which they had met with, they ftill % 


XVI. 


declared 1778. 


‘© If, however, there are any who think that, motwith @and. 


ing thefe reafonings, the independence of the colonies will, in 


the refult, be acknowledged by Great Britain, to them we an- 
{wer, without referve, that we neither poffefs or expect powers 
for that purpofe ; and that if. Great Britain could. ever have 


funk fo low as to adopt fuch a meafure, we fhould not have 


thought ourfelves compellable to be the inftruments in making 
a conceflion which would, in our opinion, be calamitous to the 
colonies for whom it is made, and difgraceful, as well as ca- 
Jamitous, to the country from which it is required. And we 
think proper to declare, that in this {pirit and feotiment we have 
regularly written from this continent to Great Britain. 

‘* It will now become the colonies in general to call to mind 
their own folemn appeals to heaven in the beginning of this 
conteft, that they took arms only for the redrefs of grievances ; 
and that it would be their wilh, as well as their intereft, to re- 


main for ever conneéted with Great Britain. We again afk them, 


whether all their grievances, real or fuppofed, have not been 
amply and fully redreffed; and we infift that the offers we have 
made leave nothing to be wifhed, in point of either immediate 


liberty or permanent fecurity: If thefe offers are now rejected, 


we withdraw from the exercife of a commiffion, with which 
we have in vain been honoured; the fame liberality will no lon- 


ger be due from Great Britain, nor can it either in juttice or 


policy be expected from her, 

‘© In fine, and for the fuller manifeftation, as well of the difz 
pofition we bear, as of the gracious and generous purpofes, of 
the commiffion under which we act, we hereby declare, that 


whereas his majefty, in purfuance of an aa of parliament, made 
‘and paffed in the eighteenth year of his majefty’s reign, entituled, 


* An aét to enable his majefty to appoint commiflioners, with 
* {ufficient powers to treat, confult, and agree, upon the means 
* of quieting the diforders now fubfifting in certain of the colo- 
i$ nies, plantations, and provinces of North America,’ having 
been pleafed to authorife and empower us to grant a pardon or 
pardons to any number or defcription of perfons within the colo- 
nics, plantations, and provinces of New Hampfhire, Maffachu- 
fett’s Bay, Rhode Ifland, Connedicut, New York, New Jerfey, 
Penfylvania, the three lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia; and 
whereas the good effects of the faid authorities and powers to- 


wards the people at large, would have long fince taken place, if 
a due ufe had been made of: our firft communications and over« 
: F 2 tures, 
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of the powers contained in their commiflion, and 
to 


tures, and have thus far been fruftrated only by the precipitate 
refolution of the members of the congref$ not to treat with us, 
and by their declining to confult with their conflituents ; we 
now, in making our appeal to thofe conitituents, and to the 
free inhabitants of this continent in general, have determined to 
give to them, what-ip our opinion fhould have been the firfk ob- 
jeat of thofe who appeared to have taken the management of 
their interefts ; and adopt this mode of carrying the faid aatho- 
rities and powers into execution. We accordingly hereby grant 
and proclaim a pardon or pardons of all, and all manner of, trea- 


fons or mifprifions of treafons, by any perfon or perfons, or by any 


number or deferipiion of perfons, within the faid colonies, plantati- 
ons, or provinces, cou'sfelled, commanded, aéted, or done, on or 
before the date of this manifefto and proclamation. 

‘6 And we farther declare and proclaim, that if any perfon 
or perfons, or any number or defcription of perfons, within the 
faid colonies, plantations, and provinces, now actually ferving 
either in a civil or military capacity in this rebellion, fhall, at 
any time, during the continuance of this manifefio and procla- 
mation, withdraw himfelf or themfelves from fuch civil or mili- 
tary fervice, and fhall continue thenceforth peaceably as a good 
and faithful fubject or fubje€ts to his majefty, to demean him- 
felf, or themfelves, fuch perfon or perfons, or fuch number and 
defcription of perfons, fhall become and be fully entitled to, and 
hereby obtain all the benefits of the pardon or pardons hereby 
granted ; excepting only from the faid pardon or pardons every 
perfon, and every number or defcription of perfons, who, after 
the date of this manifefto and proclamation, fhall, under any 
pretext or authority, as judges, jurymen, miniflers, or officers 
of civil juftice, be inftrumental in executing and putting to 
death any of his majefty’s fubjeéts within the faid colonics, 
plantations, and provinces. 

“© And we think proper farther to declare, that nothing herein 
contained is meant, or fhall be conftrued, to fet at liberty any 
perfon or perfons, now being a prifoner or prifoners, or who, 
during the continuance of this rebellion, fhall become a prifoner 
or prifoners. 

“© And we offer to the colonies at large or feparately, a ge 
neral or feparate peace, with the revival of their ancient govern: 
ments fecured again{t any future infringements, and protected 
for ever from taxation by Great Britain, 

<* And with refpect to fuch further regulations, whether civil, 


-military, or commercial, as they may ‘with to ‘be framed ang 


eftablifhed 
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to treat not only with deputies from all the colo- 
nies conjunctly, but with any provincial aflembly 
oer convention individually, at any time within 
the {pace of forty days from the date of their ma- 
nifefto ; and then, addrefling themfelves to per- 
fons of every defcription, whether in civil, mili- 
tary, or ecclefialtical capacities, or in private fta- 

tions, 


eftablifhed, we promife all the concurrence and affiftance that 
his majefty’s commitlion authorifes and enables us to give. 

“© And we declare, that this manifefto and proclamation fhall 
continue and be in force forty days from the date thereof, that 
is to fay, from the 3d day of O@ober, tothe 11th day of No- 
yember, both inclufive. 

<¢ And in order that the whole contents of this manifefto and 
proclamation may be more fully known, we fhall dire@ copies 
thereof, both in the Englifh and German language, to be tranf- 
mitted by flags of truce to the congrefs, the general affemblies 
or conventions of the colonies, plantations, and proyinces, and 
to feveral perfons both in civil and military capacities within 
the faid colonies, plantations, and provinces; and for the fur- 
ther fecurity in times to'come of the feveral perfons, or numbers 
or defcriptions of perfons, who are, or may be, the objects of 
this manifefto and proclamation, we have fet our hands and feals 
to thirieen copies thereof, and have tranfmitted the fame to the 


thirteen colonies, plantations, and provinces, above mentioned ; - 


and we are willing to hope that the whole of this manifelto 
and proclamation will be fairly and freely publifhed and circu- 
lated, for the immediate, general, and moft ferious confidera- 
tion and benefit of all his majefty’s {ubjeéts on this continent. 
And we earneftly exhort all perfons who by this inftruamens 
forthwith receive the benefit of the king’s pardon, at the fame 
time that they entertain a becoming fenfe of thofe lenient and 
affeétionate meafures whereby they are now free from grievous 
charges which might have rifen in judgment, or have been 
brought in que{tion, againft them, to make a wife improvement 
of the fituation in which this manifefto and proclamation places 
them, and notonly to recolleét tit a perfeverance in the prefent 
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rebellion, or any adherence to the treafanable connexion at- 


tempted to be framed with a foreign power, will, after the pre- 
fent grace extended, be confidered as crimes of the moft aggra- 
vated kind; but to vie with each other in eager and cordial en- 
deavours to fecure their own peace, and promote and eftablifh 
the profperity of their couatrymen, and ihe general weal of the 
empire, 


« And 


« 
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CHAP. tions, and fuggetting feverally to the confideration 


XVI. of each of thele’ claffes fuch motives as might be 


oe fuppoted 


s¢ And purfuant to his majefty’s commitfion, we hereby re- 
quire all officers, civil and military, and all other his majetty’s 
loving fubjeéts whatfoever, to be aiding and aififting unto us in 
the execution of this our manifello and proclamation, and of all 
the matters herein contained. 


“¢ Given at New York, this 3d day’of Odober 1788. 


« (L. §.) CARLISLE. 
« (L.S.) HEN. CLINTON. 
« (L. $.) WM. EDEN. 


“¢ By their Excellencies command, 


«¢ ADAM FERGUSON, Secretary.” 


On the thirtieth of October the following Manifefto was pub- 
lithed by Congrefs : 


“¢ By the Congrefs of the United States of America. 
“MANIFESTO. 


* THESE United States having been driven to hottilities 
by the oppreflive and tyrannous meafures of Great Britain ; 
having been compelled to commit the effential rights of man to 
the decifion of arms; and having been at length forced to fhake 
off a yoke which had grown too burdenfome to bear, they de- 
clared themfelves free and independent, 

“< Confiding in the juftice of their caufe, confiding in Him 
who difpofes of human events, although weak and unprovided, 
they fet the power of their enemies at defiance. 

“* In this confidence they have continued, through the various 
fortune of three bloody campaigns, unawed by the powers, un- 
fubdued by the barbarity, of their foes, Their virtuous  citi- 
zens have borne, without repining, the lofs of many things 
which made life defirable. Their brave troops have patiently 
endured the hatdfhips and dangers of a fituation, fruitful in 
both beyond example. 

‘© The congrefs, confidering themfelves bound to love their 
‘enemies, as children of that Being who is equally the Father 
of all, and defirous, fince they could not prevent, at leaft to 
alleviate, the calamities of war, have fludied to {pare thofe who 
were in arms againft them, and to lighten the chains of cap- 
tivity. 

The conduét of thofe ferving under the king of Great 
Britain hath, with fome few exceptions, been diametrically op- 

pofite. 
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nity 1778. 


-pofite. They have laid waite the open country, burned the de- 
fencelefs villages, and butchered the citizens of America, 
Their prifons have been the flaughter-houfes of her foldiers, 
their fhips of her feamen, and the fevereft injuries have been ag- 

_  gravated by the groffeft infults. 
“€ Foiled in their vain attempt to fabjugate the unconquerable 
fpirit of freedom, they have meanly aflailed the reprefentatives 
of America with bribes, with deceit, and the fervility of adu- 
lation, They have made a mock of humanity, by the wanton 
deftruction of men; they have made a mock of religion, by 
impious appeals to God, whiilt in the violation of his facred 
commands ; they have made a mock even of reafon itfelf, by 
endeavouring to prove, that the liberty and happinefs of Ame- 
rica could fafely be entrufted to thofe who have /old their own, 
unawed by the fenfe of virtue or of fhame. 

‘* ‘Treated with the contempt which fuch condu@ deferved, . 
they have applied to individuals; they have folicited them to 
break the bonds of allegiance, and imbrue their fouls with the 
blackelt of crimes ; but fearing that none could be found through 
thefe United States, equal to the wickednefs of their purpofe, 
to influence weak minds, they have threatened more wide de- 
vaftation. 

“While the fhadow of hope remained, that our enemies 
could be taught by our example to refpect thofe laws which are 
held facred among civilized nations, and to comply with the 
digtates of a religion which they pretend in common with us to 
believe and revere, they have been Jeft to the influence of that 
religion, and that example. But fince their incorrigible dif- 
pofitions cannot be touched by kindnefs and compaflion, it be- 
comes our duty by other means to vindicate the right$ of hu- 
manity. 

s* We, therefore, the Congrefs of the United States of Ame- 
ricay DO SOLEMNLY DECLARE AND PROCLAIM, That if our 
enemies prefume to execute their threats, or perfilt in their pre- 
fent career of barbarity, we will take fuch exemplary vengeance 
as fhall. deter others from: a like condu&. We appeal to that 
God who fearcheth the hearts of men, for the rectitude of our 
intentions, And in his holy prefence we declare, That as we 
are not moved by any light and hafty fuggeftions of anger or re- 
venge, fo through every poflible change of fortune we will ad- 
here to this our determination, 

‘¢ Done in congrefs, by unanimous confent, the thirtieth 
day of OGober, one thoufand feven hundred and feventys 
eight. 

‘* CHARLES THOMPSON, Secretary.’* 
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P.nity of fecuring their liberties, and their future 
-profperity and happinefs, upon a permanent foun- 


dation. They alfo proclaimed a general pardon for 
all treafons and rebellious practices committed at 
any time previous to the date of their manifelto, 


_ tofuch as fhould, within the term of forty days, 
already limited, withdraw from their oppofition to — 


the Britifh government, and conduct themfelves in 
future as faithful and loyal fubjects; denouncing 
at the fame time the utmoft vengeance-of the Bri- 
tifh nation again{t fuch as, after thefe benevolent 
offers, fhould obftinately perfift in withholding 
their allegiance from their lawful fovereign. -And, 
that all perfons refiding within the revolted colo- 
fies might be acquainted with the benevolent 
offers now made, and be enabled to avail them- 


felves of the pardon proclaimed by the manifefto, 


thirteen copies of it were immediately executed 
under the hands and feals of the commiflioners, 


one of which was tranfmitted by a flag of truce to 


each of the colonies. 

In the mean time, the congrefs, by a prepofte- 
rous kind ‘of refolution, recommended it to the 
executive power in the different {tates to feize and 
detain in prifon all fuch perfons.as, under pretence 


of a flag of truce, fhould be concerned ‘in dif- 


tributing or delivering the manifefto of the Britifh 
cominiflioners, as violators of the law of nations, 
by circulating feditious writings; whilft at the 


fame time they ordered thofe feditious writings to _ 
be publifhed in the newfpapers. And fome ‘time © 


afterwards. they pafled another refolution, threat- — 
ening to take exemplary vengeance if any one — 
fhould attempt 'to ‘put in execution the feverities 


‘denounced in the manifefto of the commiffioners. — 
The commiilioners remained at New York beyond } 


the time limited by their manifefto, which expired 


‘on the eleventh of November; but as they nei- | 


-ther @ 
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ther. received any overtures in confequence of it, CH A P. 
nor faw any profpect of being able to effe a re- capil 
conciliation, they clofed their commiflion, and 1775 
embarked for England, after having made fome 
regulations for the benefit of the trade of New 
York and Rhode Ifland; the only two places that 
remained to Great Britain in the whole extent of 
the revolted colonies. 

It was now at laft feen, that all attempts to re- 
cover the revolted colonies by lenient means were 
ufelefs ; and that force alone could again fubjeé 
them to the authority of the mother-country : 
And the rapid fuccefs of the expedition againit 
Georgia, which we are next to relate, gave.a plea- 
fing hope that the war, if transferred to the fouth- 
ward, might be more fuccefsful in future, than it 
had been in times paft. As the land-force fent 
on this expedition confilted only of the feventy- 
firt regiment of two battalions, two battalions of 
Heffians, four battalions of North and South Ca- 
rolina provincials, and a detachment of royal 
artillery, amounting in the whole to three thou- 
fand five hundred men, major-general Prevolt, 
who commanded in Eait Florida, the colony next 
adjoining to Georgia on the fouth, had previoufly 
received orders to enter that province by land, 
with the force under him, and make.a jundion 
with lieutenant-colonel Campbell, and take the 
command of the whole. But fo ably did the lat 
of thefe.officers form his plans of attack, and fo 
well was he fupported by the fpirit and bravery of 
thelittle army which he commanded, and the cor- 
dial and zealous.co-operation of commodoreParker 
and the ‘naval force, that the reduction -of ‘the 
province was completed before general Prevost 
could.form a junction. 

Lhe fguadren which accompanied the. tranl- 
ports.on this expedition, confilting of fome of the 

{maller 
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CHAP. {maller fhips of war, arrived off the ifland of 
ee ybee, at the mouth of the Savannah river, on 


1778. 


the twenty-third of December. 

It feems evident that the people of South Caro- 
lina and Georgia, apprehending themfelves fecure 
again{ft an invafion ever fince the unfortunate 
attempt upon Charleftowa, made by fir Peter 
Parker and fir Henry Clinton in the year 1776, 
were rather occupied in planning and making 
preparations for the conqueft of Eaft Florida, than 
in providing for their own defence. Between the 
inhabitants of Eaft Florida and thofe of Georgia, 
a kind of predatory war had been carried on 

“from the time when the-laft of thefe provinces 
joined the general confederacy; the object of 
which feems to have been fometimes plunder, and 
fometimes revenge. But during the laft fummer 
two incurfions from Georgia were:made from Eaft 
Florida, which had a more ferious afpe&. The 
troops engaged in thefe incurfions confifted chief- 
ly of irregulars, moft of whom had been obliged 
to fly from the Carolinas and Georgia, on ac- 
count of their loyalty to their fovereign, and 
harboured all the refentment againft their perfecu- 
tors which can be fuppofed to arife from the un- 
worthy treatment they had received. One of 
thefe bodies of men proceeded by the inlets along 
the fea coaft, whilft the other marched through 
the interior parts of the country by the river 
Alatamaha. The firft advanced as far as the 
town of Sunbury in Georgia, the fort of which 
they fummoned to furrender. A colonel M‘In- 
toth commanded the garrifon, and was refolved to 
hold out to the laft extremity. To the fummons. 
of the befiegers for the furrender of the fort, he 
returned a defiance in this laconic anfwer: 
“* Come and take it.” The befiegers being 
either unprovided with fufficient artillery, or 
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thinking their force inadequate to the redu@tion C HAP. 
of the fort, abandoned the enterprife, and return-_ XXVI. 
ed towards Eaft Florida. The other corps of 
thefe irregulars penetrated through the interior 
country as far as the river Ogeche, about thirty 
miles from Savannah. Here colonel Elben, who 
with two hundred continental troops had been fent 
to oppofe them, prepared to difpute their paflage: 
And about the fame time they were informed of 
the retreat of their companions from Sunbury. 
Difheartened with this intelligence, and dreading 
the oppofition which they were to meet in the 
paflage of the river, they {uddenly decamped and 
began aretreat. Thefe incurfions into Georgia 
were followed by another into Eaft Florida, on 
the fide of the provincials. The troops employed 
in this incurfion confifted of feveral regiments of 
continentals, with fome militia from Georgia and 
South Carolina, the whole commanded by major- 
general Robert How.* His obje@ was the reduc- 
tion of St. Auguftine, with the province of Eaft 
Florida: But this expedition proved not more 
fuccefsful than thofe which had been undertaken 
againft Georgia; and to the misfortune of the 
peaceable inhabitants on both fides, general How’s 
retreat from Haft Florida, like that of the Britith 
irregulars from Georgia, was marked with rapine, 
plunder, and general devaftation. From this un- 
fuccefsful expedition general How had juft return- 
ed, and lay with his army encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood of Savannah, at the time of the arrival 
of the Britifh {quadron from New York. 

On the day after its arrival, part of the Britifh 
fleet got over the bar, and entered the river; but 
the reft, in confequence of foutherly currents and 
boifterous weather, were unable to follow until the 
twenty-feventh. In the mean time a company of 
light infantry was landed on Wilmington Ifland, 

to 
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CHAP.to bring off fome of the inhabitants, and was 


XXVI. 
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fortunate enough to fecure two of them; from 
whom information was received of the ftate of 
the province, andthe pofition of the military 
force appointed for its defence. This was of fuch 


"a nature as’ determined the commanders of this 


expedition, although no intelligence had yet been 
received of the approach of general Prevolt,. to 
lofe no time in commencing their operations. 
Savannah, the capital of Georgia, lies on the 
fouth fide of the river of that name, about fifteen 
miles from the fea. In the vicinity of this place, 


“major-general Robert How, with a force confilt- 


ing of fome regiments of American regular 


troops, and the militia of the province, in the 
whole about fifteen hundred men, was encamped 


for its protection, and daily expeéted to be joined 
by a confiderable reinforcement. The country 
between Savannah and the fea being low and 
marthy, and interfected by creeks and cuts of 
water, the firft practicable landing-place was at 
the plantation of one Gerridoe, about twelve 
miles up the river ; and there a defcent was pro- 
pofed tobe made without delay. 

In purfuance of this determination, the flect on 
the twenty-eighth of December, in the morning, 
proceeded up the’river, led by the Vigilant fhip 


of war, the Comet galley, the Keppel armed brig, 


and ithe Greenwich armed floop, with the defign 
of landing the troops at Gerridoe’s plantation that 
evening; but feveral of the tranfports having 
got aground from the difficulty of the navigation, 
the defcent was neceflarily poftponed till the fol- 
lowing morning. With the rifing of the tide, 
the tranfports being floated off, moved up to their 
ftation, and at day-break of the twenty-ninth the 
debarkation began. From the landing-place, a 
natrow caufeway with a ditch on each fide led 
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through a rice fwamp to the high plantation CHAP. 


ground, at the diflance of fix hundred yards; 


XVI, 
yt 


and ¢aptain Cameron, of the feventy-firlt Tegi- 5 978. 


ment, having firft reached the fhore with his com- 


pany of light-infantry, immediately formed them, 


and advanced along the caufeway, at the end of 
which, and upon the high ground, was pofted a 
body of provincials. ‘Thefe, as captain Cameron 
approached, received him with a general difcharge 
of mufketry ; by which this brave officer and two 
of his company were killed, and five wounded ; 
but the impetuofity natural to the highlanders 
prevented the provincials from repeating it. Ruth- 
ing on torevenge the death of their beloved coms 
mander, they ftruck terror into the provincials, 
who quitted their advantageous ground, and fled 
to the woods. Whilft the reft of the troops were 


-Janding, lieutenant-colonel Campbell reconnoitred 


the pofition of general How’s army, and deter- 
mined to attack him before the evening. The 
Britifh troops were accordingly put in motion, 
even before the lait divifion of them was landed, 
and having advanced within half a mile of the 
enemy were formed in order of battle. The pro- 
vincial general had drawn up his forces acrofs the 
main road leading to Savannah, and about half a 
‘mile from it. His right was covered by a thick 
woody fwamp, and the houfes of a plantation 
filled with rifle-men; his left reached to the rice 
fwamps upon the river, and the town and fort of 
Savannah covered his rear. One piece of cannon 
was ‘pofted upon the right, another on the left, 
and two upon the great road in the centre; in 
front of which, at the diftance of one hundred 
yards, where the high ground was narrowed:by 
the approach of two fwamps, a trench ‘was cut 
acrofs the main road reaching fromonefwamp to 
he other; and about one hundred yards ftill far- 

ther 
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CHA P. ther in front, was a marfhy rivulet running paral- 
XXVI- el to the whole extent of the provincial line. 
i798, the bridge over this rivulet had been burnt 

down, in order to retard the progrefs of the Bri- 
tifharmy. Here the provincial general waited the 
approach of the Britifh troops: And, had the 
attack been made only in front, perhaps the 
ground might have been obftinately difputed. 
But the. Britifh commander having received infor- 
mation of a private path leading through the 
{wamp which covered the enemy’s right flank, de- | 
tached the light-infantry, under fir James Baird, 
fupported by the New York volunteers, to proceed 
by that path and gain the enemy’s rear: And as 
it appeared by fome movements of the enemy 
that they wifhed and expected an attack upon their 
left, lieutenant-colonel Campbell, in order to in- 
duce a belief that this was intended, ordered the 
light infantry, and New York volunteers, to file 
: off by the right, as if the defign had been to ex- 
| tend the front of the Britifh line that way, until 
they reached a fall of the ground, by retiring 
| within which to the rear, their fubfequent move- 
ments in their progrefs to the fwamp were effectu- 
ally concealed from the view of the enemy. By 
this manceuvre the attention of the enemy was 
drawn from that quarter where danger was to be 
moft apprehended ; and fir James Baird, under 
the guidance of a negro, having fafely conduéted 
his detachment by the private path to the rear of 
the enemy, fuddenly iffued from thefwamp, and 
attacked a body. of militia, which was pofted to 
fecure the great road leading from Ogeeche. 

Hitherto the Britith troops in front had remained 

quiet upon their ground, without firing a gun in 

return for the provincial artillery ; but as foonas 

it was perceptible that the light infantry had turn- — 

ed the flank of the enemy, the whole Britith line 
received 
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received orders to advance and move on brifkly ; CH 4 P. 
and the artillery, which had been previoufly form- zKVE 
ed behind a {well in the ground, to conceal it from 1778, 
| view, was inftantly run forward to the eminence, 
and began to play uponthe enemy. Thusaffailed, 
the provincials quickly gave way, and running 
_ acrofs a plain in front of fir James Baird’s light- 
infantry, which had-by this time difperfed the 
militia and taken their cannon, were again attack- 
ed by them ; who, with their ufual promptitude, 
dafhing upon the flanks of the fugitives, com- 
pleted their rout, and added to the brilliant fuccefs 
of the day. The provincials flying in confufion 
through the town of Savannah, were clofely pur- 
fued by the Britifh troops; and before night thirty- 
eight commiflioned officers, and four hundred and 
fifteen men of the enemy, the town and fort of 
Savannah, with the artillery, ammunition and 
ftores, confifting of a large quantity of indigo, 
rice, fugar, rum, &c. the fhipping in the harbour, 
and a great quantity of provifions, were in the 
poffeffion of the conquerors, whofe lofs, during 
the whole of this day, amounted only to feven 
_ killed, and nineteen wounded*. 
So decifive a victory, gained at fo inconfiderable 
_ an expence, rarely occurs, and muft be attributed 
_ partly to the inexperience of the American gene- 


> Artillery, Stores, Ammunition, Shipping &c. taken at the Re- 
| duction of Savannah, in the year 1778. 


48 pieces of cannon, 1 ftand of colours. 
23 mortars, 817 {mail arms. 
94 barrels of gunpowder. 78 bag ditto. 
1545 cannon fhor. 32. cartridges filled for 4-pdts. 
104 cafe ditto, | 200 fhells. 
g tons lead pigtail, and a confiderable quantity of flints, 
nails, {pikes, &c. 


3 large fhips, 3 brigantines, 2 floops, and 2 fchooners, fome 
ef them with cargoes on board, taken ; and 2 floops burnt. 
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CHAP. fal, but principally to the fuperior military fkill 
Bre ak and addrefs of the Britifh commander in improv- 


3978. 


ing to the utmoft every favourable circumftance 
which prefented itfelf for the final fuccefs of the 
day, added to the zeal, vigour, promptitude, and 
exactnefs with which his orders were obeyed by 
the brave little army which he commanded 

By the unremitting exertions of lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell, aided by the zeal and activity 
of all who bore a fhare in this expedition, the re- 
mains of the provincial army were driven acrofs 
the Savannah river into South Carolina, the diffe- 
rent pofts upon that river were fecured for fifty 
miles up, and the lower parts of the province were 
entirely at peace in Jefs than ten days after the 
defeat of the American army at Savannah. A 
great majority of the inhabitants came in, and 
having taken thé oath of allegiance, fubmitted 
themfelves again to the authority of the mother — 
country. Rifle companies of dragoons were 
formed out of thofe who came in to renew their 
allegiance, whofe duty it was to patrol the country 
between the advanced pofts, and give information 
of the incurfions of the enemy ; and various other 
wife and prudent regulations were adopted for the 
future peace and fecurity of the province. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


War between the Americans and Indians—lWar  be= 
tween France and England—Channel fleet com- 
manded by Admiral Keppel—Engagement between 
ihe French and Englifh Fleets—lIrreconcileable Dif- 
ference between the Admirals Keppel and Pallifer 
—Inflamed by the Zeal of their refpective Parti= 
zaus— War in the Eafe Indies. 


oat were the principal events on the fea- ety: 


coaft of the revolted colonies during the cam- —_—. 

paign of the year 1778: On their weflern frontiers 1778. 

a defultory war was ftill.carried on between them Aan 
and the Indians, in the mode originally pecultar Americans 
to thefe favages, but now too generally practiied, 3s ie 
by their better-informed neighbours the white in- 
habitants bordering on their fettlements... Mutual 
incurfions were.made, and ruin and devaftation 

followed on the fleps of the ruthilefs invaders. 

Whole families were butchered, their houfes 
burnt, the growing corn cut up, and entire plan- 
tations laid waite. In this barbarous warfare the 
flourifhing new fettlement of Wyoming, on the 

_ banks of the Sufquehanna, fell a facrifice to an 

-incurfion of the Indians: And the Indian fettle- 

ments of Unadilla and Anaquago, upon the upper 

parts of the fame river, which were alfo. inhabited 

_ by white people attached to the royal caufe, «were 

_in their turn ravaged and deftroyed by the Ame- 
ricans. 
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CHAP. But we muft now for a time quit the continent 
a? ah of North America, to purfue the courfe of the 
178, War through the various quarters to which it was 

transferred by the hoftile intervention of the 
French. 

ee After the refcript had been delivered which 

twen announced to the court of London the con- 

France and pexion and alliance formed between the king of 

England 5, bogie 
France and the congrefs of the revolted colo- 
nies; and after the Britifh ambaflador at Paris, 
and the French ambaflador at London, had fever- 
ally quitted the piaces of their refidence, and re- 
turned to their refpective courts, without the for- 
mality of taking leave, which, according to an 
etiquette long eftablifhed, is univerfally confider- 
ed as a prelude to hoftilities ; both nations began 
to make the mo% afliduous preparations for open 
war. From Toulon, as we have already feen, a 
fleet of twelve fhips of the line was fent to fea 
under the command of the count d’Eftaing ; but 
the principal naval arfenal of the French is at 
Breft, and there every hand was employed, and 
every finew ftretched, to get ready fuch a fleet as 
might enable them to meet their opponents with 
advantage upon their own element. That they 
might the more effectually diftract the attention 
of the Britifh miniftry, the ftale device of threat- 
ening an invafion was again reforted to; and large 
bodies of troops were marched from the interior | 
parts of the kingdom to the fea-coalt bordering 
on the Britifh channel. 

In Great Britain the people had been a good 
deal divided on the fubjeét of the American war, 
and from a knowledge of this circumftance the — 
miniftry were probably deterred from ating with 
that decifion which alone could have promifed 
fuccefs. Had no foreign power interfered, per- | 
haps the war might have gradually languifhed un- | 

til 


AMERICAN WAR, 83 


til fuch terms had been offered as would have CHA P. 
been accepted by the Americans, whofe refources, **V1!- 
without foreign aid, muft -foon have failed. But 
the intervention of the French, in a domettic dif 
pute between a fovereign and a part of his fub- 
jects, after the affurances which had been given 
to the contrary, was confidered not only as an act 
of the bafeft treachery, but as a proof of enmity 
and hatred againft the Britith nation inveterately 
malignant; and to punifh this perfidicus interfer- 
ence every heart was united, and every hand up- 
lifted. lf any abatement. is to be made from 
thefe unqualified affertions, it muft be in favour 
of fome of the leaders of the oppofition, or their 
immediate adherents, who were fo much wed- 
ded to the caufe of America, that they not only 
deprecated the idea of reducing the revolted colo- 
nies to obedience by force, but even rejoiced in 
their victories*. But certain it is, that after the 
alliance entered into by the people of the revolted 
colonies with the court of France, they loft the 
favour and good opinion of all thofe moderate 
men in the Britifh dominions who had formerly 
efpoufed their caufe, from principle, whilft they 
confidered them as injured and innocent. But 
after the Americans had made themfelves. guilty, 
if they were not fo before, by leaguing with the 
enemies of their country, the people of Great 
Britain became more united in the profecution of 
the war: Their refentment was kindled ; the na- 
tional fpirit was roufed with the profpe@ of the 
impending difficulties; the miniftry recovered 
from their defpondence; and warlike preparations 
were made with a fpirit and efficacy which our 
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* See Parliamentary Debates for a. late altercation between 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, refpecting the French revolution, 
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CHAP. enemies little expected. To guard againft the 
ee. poffibility of an invafion, the militia were called 
1778. forth and embodied; and although the French, 
° by being the aggreffors, had it in their power to 
adapt their open interference to the flate of their 
preparations, yet fuch was the vigour of our 
exertions, that a Britifh fleet of twenty fhips of 
the line was cruifing in the channel before the . 
erand fleet of France was in readinels to come 
out of the harbour of Breit. 
The aes Admiral Keppel had been fixed upon to com- 
fleet in the mand the channel fleet, as being a brave and ex- 
chaniel, se : eS eee 
command perienced officer, who was highly popular, and 
rd by ad- much beloved. in the navy; and as he was attach- 
pl. ed > to the oppofition, it was hoped that his ap- 
pointment, if it did not entirely reconcile the 
leaders of that party to the meafures which 
were in agitation, would at leaft filence much of 
their clamour.. In the Victory, of a hundred 
guns, he failed from Portfmouth on the twelfth 
of June; and during his cruife hoftilities were 
formally commenced between Great Britain, and 
France, ccs 6”) 
Whilft the fAlcet was at fea, on the feventeenth, 
two ftrange fhips ‘being feen reconnoitring, orders 
were given to chafe, and conduct them under the 
{tern of the admiral’s fhip. One of them, the 
Licorne, a French frigate, of thirty-two guns, 
and two hundred and thirty men, being overtaken 
towards the evening by feveral fhips of the fleet, 
confented to fail.with them during the night, but 
in the morning difcovering an intention of going 
off, by attempting to get upon a different tack, 
a fhot was fired acrofs her, when in an inftant the 
poured a whole broadfide of her great guns and 
mufketry into the America, a Britith line-of-battle 
thip which happened to be neareft to her, and 
immediately ftruck her colours. Strange as_ this 


proceeding 
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proceeding: was, it was rendered ftill more extra- CHA P. 
ordinary by the following circumftance that at- talon 
tended it : Forat the very inftant when the French =, 5,5 
frigate fired her cannon and mufketry, lord Long- . — 
ford, the commander of the America, was ftand-. 
ing upon the gunwale of his own fhip, in friendly | 
converfation with the French commander. A 
broadfide from the America, which at fo near a 
diftance would have probably funk the French 
frigate to the bottom, would have been a juft re-. 
tribution for fo ufelefs and audacious a bravado ; 
but the noble commander. wifely reftrained his re-. 
fentment, and fatisfed himfelf with fending the’ 
Licorne under the ftern of the Vitory, The 
other fhip, which proved tobe the Belle Poule, a 
large French frigate, carrying heavy cannon, and 
commanded by the fieur de la Clocheterie, was 
alfo overtaken’in the evening, but at a confider- 
able diftance from the reft of the fleet, by the 
Britifh frigate the Arethufa, of thirty-two guns, 
commanded by captain Marfhall; who communi- 
cated to the French commander the admiral’s re- 
queft to fpeak with him, and his orders for con- 
ducting him into the fleet... With thefe orders 
the French commander repeatedly and perempto-: 
rily refufed tocomply. A fhot from the Arethufa 
was then fired acrofs the French frigate, which 
was returned with a broadfide from the latter, 
when a furious and bloody engagement began, 
which was obftinately and refolutely maintained 
on both fides for more than two hours. It. was 
almoft a calm, and as the two frigates were near to 
each other, the damage’ done to both was very > 
confiderable ; but the Arethufa had fuffered fo 
much in her matts, fails, and rigging, that at laft, 
from the fcantinefs of the wind, fhe became quite 
unmanageable, and floated upon the water like a 
wreck. Whilft the Britifh frigate remained in 
this 
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CHAP. this ungovernable ftate, the French commander 
XXVIL fet his forefail, and with the help of a light breeze 
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which fprung up, made for the French coaft, and 
anchored in a bay amongft the rocks; from which 
fituation his fhip was towed out of danger the 
following morning by: boats from the fhore. If 
the comparative damage in the majts, fails, and 
rigging, was greateft on board the Arethufa, it 
was overbalanced by the greater lofs of men on 
board the Belle Poule. According to the French 
accounts the number of killed on board the Belle 
Poule was eftimated at forty-eight, and the 
wounded at fifty-feven, whereas the Arethufa had 
only eight men killed and thirty-fix wounded. 
On the following morning another French frigate, 
the Pallas, of thirty-two guns, and two hundred 
and twenty men, which was alfo difcovered re- 
connoitring, was conducted into the fleet, and in 


_confequence of the hoftile procedure of the com- 


manders of the Belle Poule and the Licorne was 
with the laft of thefe fhips fent into Plymouth. 
The feizure and detention of thefe fhips fur- 
nifhed the French with a pretence for charging 
the Britifh nation with being the aggreflors in 
the war: But when two nations are in-{uch a ftate 
of enmity, that hoftilities muft neceffarily enfue 
between them, it feems to be a matter of little 
confequence by which of them the war is begun ; 
and on the prefent occafion the firft deliberate act 
of hoftility had been indifputably committed long 
ago by the court of France, in leaguing with the 
rebellious fubjects of the crown of Great Britain, 
which would have juftified inftant vengeance on 
the part of the latter. But on this point the Bri- 
tifh miniftry feem to have been peculiarly deli- 
cate ; for although admiral Keppel feized and de- 
tained two of the French king’s frigates, for im- 
proper conduct in one of their commanders, he 
: ’ fuffered 
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fuffered the peaceful merchantmen to pafs through CA P. 
his fleet unmolefted ; nor were letters of reprifal Libs ee 
iffued in Great Britain until fome time after they ae 
had been iffued by the court of France. 

By the feizure of thefe frigates, admiral Kep- 
pel obtained fuch information of the ftrength of 
the French fleet fitting out at Brefl, as determined 
him to return into port and wait for a reinforce- 
ment. ‘The fleet accordingly came to an anchor 
at St. Helen’s on the twenty-leventh of June.— 
Thither the firft lord of the admiralty immedi- 
ately repaired, to concert meafures for reinforcing 
the fleet; and with fuch expedition were thele 
mealures ‘executed, that the admiral was again at 
fea by the middle of July, with an addition to his 
fleet of ten fhips of the line. It now confifted of 
thirty fhips of the line, one of them of the firft 
rate, fix of them of ninety guns, and the re- 
mainder of the third rate, which were formed 
into three divifions, the centre commanded by the 
admiral himfelf, and the other two divifions by 
vice-admirals fir Robert Harland and fir Hugh 
Paillifer, 

By this time the French fleet, under the com- 
‘mand of the count d’Orvilliers, was alfo at fea, 
having left the harbour of Breft on the eighth of 
July; and no fooner had it failed than general 
letters of reprifal againft the king of Great Bri- 
tain and his lubjedts, grounded on the capture of 
the Pallas and Licorne, were iffued by the court of 
France. The two fleets being thus at fea, in the Fneage- 


t be- 
fummer feafon, it could not be long before they (yonn ie 


met. On the twenty-third of july, in the after- French and 
noon, they came ia fight of each other, when the , 
Britifh fleet happened to be much difperfed. A 
fignal for forming the line was 1nmediately 
thrown out; but night came on by the time the 
hips were able to get into their proper {tations ; 
and 


Eneglith 
icets. 
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CHA P. and before the morning the French fleet had ob- 
XXXVI. tained the weather-gaze. For four days fuc- 
wey 
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ceflively did the Britifh admiral, by chafing to 
windward, endeavour to bring the French fleet 
to an engagement ; but his leeward fituation ren- 
dered all his enceavours fruitlefs, Although the | 
fleet of the count d’Orvilliers outnumbered that — 
of admiral Keppel by two fhips of the line, and 


a much greater proportion of frigates, he never- 


thelefs carefully kept the advantage of the wind, 
and with equal caution avoided an engagenent. | 
But on the morning of the twenty-feventh, 
whilft the Britifh fleet {till chafed to windward, 
endeavouring to profit by a flight variation in its 
favour, a fudden fquall came on, at the very in- 
{tant in which the French fléet was in thea of © 
performing an evolution, and fo very thick, that 
during its continuance, the two fleets were con- 
cealed from the view of each other. When the 
weather cleared up at the end of half an hour, 
it was perceived that the French fleet during the | 
fquall had fallen to leeward, and was now fo near — 
the leading fhips in the van of the Britifh fleet,com-~ 
manded by fir Robert Harland, as to begin to can- 
nonade them. At this inftant the ‘fignal for battle 
was thrown out by the Britifh admiral; and an en- 
gagement began between the two fleets as they — 
pafied on contrary tacks, and in oppofite direc- 
tions, which lafted about two hours. When the 
fleets had paffed each other, and the firing had 
ceafed, the Britifh admiral wore his fhip to re- 
turn upon the enemy, and threw out a fignal 
for the reft of his fleet to follow his example, 
and form-the line; but at this moment, obferv- 7 
ing that fome of his fhips, difabled in the engage- 
ment, had fallen to leeward, and were in danger 
of being cut off by the enemy,, he was in the 
firft place obliged to take meafures for their fafety. 
By” 

2 
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By the manceuvres neceflary for this purpofe, and CHA P. - 
by the length of time required for repairing the SEG 
damages fuiftained by the hips of the rear divifion,  , 428, 
under fir Hugh Pallifer, which had come laft out. _ 
of the engagement, before they could be again 
brought into their ftations in the line, the day was 
fo far fpent, that the battle could not be renewed 
that evening. In the mean time, the count 
d’Orvilliers ranged his fleet in order of battle to_ 
leeward, and put on every appearance as if he 
meant to wait the attack of the Britifh admiral in 
the morning; but in the night he quitted his fta- 
tion, and fteered for the coaft of France, leaving 
three of his frigates to fhew lights at proper inter- _ 
vals, correfponding to the leading thips of the 
three divifions of his fleet, thereby to conceal his 
flight from the Britifh admiral. In. the morning 
the French fleet was at fuch a diftance as fcarcely 
to be difcernible. A fignal was made for chafing the 
frigates, but it was found impratticable to over- 
take them; and the fleet to which they belonged 
being ftill at a greater. diftance, with the wind 
favourable for carrying it into port, a purfuit was 
deemed ufelefs. The Britifh admiral returned to 
Plymouth to repair the damage done to his fleet, 
and to land the wounded men; and the count 
d’Orvilliers, after the a@tion, made the beft of 
his way to the harbour of Breit, for a fimilar 
purpofe. ‘The lofs of men on board the Britifh 
flect in this day’s engagement amounted to one 
hundred and thirty-three killed, and three hun- 
dred and feventy-three wounded; What the lofs 
on the fide of tne French was, does not appear 
ever to have been made public; but it is highly 
probable that it was much greater, not only as a 
French fhip carries a greater number of men than 
a Britith fhip of equal force, but as the Britifh 
feamen point their guns at the hull, whilft the 

| French 
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€HAP. French feamen principally aim at the fails and 
XXVU- tigsing: 

Se ¥ 4 

17-8. . One very unfortunate confequence which fol- 

Irreconcile- lowed from this engagement, was, an irreconcile- 

ablece- able difference which it o¢cafioned between the 

tween the Maval commander in chief and fir Hugh Pallifer, 

eg one of his vice-admirals, who commanded the 

eppel and re 

Palifer, rear divifion of the fleet on the day of the engage- 

ment: A difference which, inflamed by the indif- 

‘creet zeal of the partifans on both fides, rofe to 

fuch a height, as had nearly created a fatal diffen- 

fion in the naval fervice. At laft both the admi- 

rals were in their turn tried by a court-martial for 

their conduct in this day’s engagement, and both 

were acquitted ; the acquittal of the commander 

in chief being attended with circumftances par- 

ticularly honourable. He was not only fully and 

honourably acquitted, but the charges againft 

him were by the fentence of the court-martial 

pronounced to be malicious. When the news of 

his‘acquittal reached London, very general illumi- 

nations, inftigated by his political partifans, took 

place for two fucceflive nights; and the thanks of 

both houfes of parliament were voted to him for 

his conduct. One member only, Mr. Sturt, had 

the firmnefs (for many it was believed had_ the 

inclination), when the queftion was put for thanks 

to admiral Keppel, to fay, in a very audible and 

impreffive tone of voice, No. But after all thefe | 

teftimonies, fo honourable to the naval comman- 

der in chief, fo violently had this difpute been 

agitated inthe daily publications, and fo conf- 

dently did the partifans on each fide charge 

the other with criminal mifconduat or neglect 

that an opinion feems to have become root- 

ed, and fiill ‘in a great meafure prevails, not- 

withanding the acquittal of both the admirals, 

that 
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that fo much was not done on the twenty-feventh CHA P. 
-of July as might have been done. is op 

One happy circumftance attending admiral 
|Keppel’s engagement, was, that it took place at a 
critical time, when feveral Britith fleets of home- 
_ward-bound merchantmen were expected in the 
channel :, And as, after the engagement, the count 
d’Orvilliers was obliged to return into Breft to 
refit, it fortunately happened, that during this 

interval thefe fleets arrived in fafety. 

Both the French and Britifh fleets put to fea as 
foon as their damage was repaired ; but they did 
not again meet during the prefent year. By their 

reciprocal operations the trade of both countries 

fufered.a little; but the balance of captures at 

the end of the year was confiderably in favour of 

Great Britain... 

Whiltt the French, with almoft equal fuccefs, War in the 

; j yi Eaft Indies, 
thus difputed the empire of the fea in Europe, 
they had nearly loft all their poffeffions in the 
Kaft. When a rupture was feen to be inevitable, 
fo expeditioufly had the Englith Eaft India com- 
pany tran{mitted their orders, and with fo much 
promptitude were thefe orders executed, that the 
war broke eut in India almoft as foon as in 
Europe. Chandernagore and all the factories be- 
_ longing to the French in Bengal, at Yanaon, and 
_Karical, with their fettlement at Maflulipatam, 
_ were wrefted from them during the fummer ; and, 
_in the month of O@ober, the town and fortrefs 
of Pondicherry, the capital of the French pof- 
_ feflions, and the feat of their government in India, 
with an immenfe train of artillery, and a garrifon 
of three thoufand men, nine hundred of which 
were Europeans, after being invefted for two 
_months and ten days by an army under major- 
_ general Hetor Munro by land, and by a f{quadron 
of fhips of war under commodore fir Edward 
| | Vernon 
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CHAP. Vernon by fea, was furrendered by capitulation.* 


XXVII. 


1773. 


and in the 
Welt. 


And thus in lefs than four months from the com. 
mencement of hoftilities, the French power in” 
Bengal, and on the coaft of Coromandel, was 
entirely annihilated. :. 
But in the weftern hemifphere, to which we 
muft now again retura, the fuccefs of thefe two 
great contending powers, in their alternate en-— 
deavours to wreft from each other their foreign | 
poffeflions, was much more equally balanced. . 
The French having been permitted by the treaty — 
of Paris, in 1763, to fhare in the Newfoundland _ 
fifhery, ‘which is juftly efteemed a moft beneficial. 
fource of commerce; and being, by the fame 
treaty, allowed during the fifhing feafon the tem- 
porary ufe of the two fmall iflands of St. Pierre. 
and Miquelon, for the purpofe of curing their 
fith, and preparing them for market ; it was there- 
fore thought to be an object of fome importance 
to deprive them of thefe advantages fo foon as it 
was apparent that they no longer held themfelves . 
bound by the treaty through which fuch privileges 
had been fecured tothem. No fooner, therefore, 
had vice-admiral Montague, who'commanded on 
the Newfoundland ftation, received advices of 
the hoftile operations of the: count d’Eftaing..on 
the coaft of America, than he, in purfuance of 
orders previoufly tranfmitted to him from Eng-— 
land, difpatched commodore Evans in the Rom- 


* Artillery, Arms, Ammunition, and Stores, taken at Pondi- 
cherry, inthe Eait Indies. 


210 pieces of iron ordnance 60 wall pieces 
58 pieces of brafs ditto 45 carbines 
6 howitzers ~ 556 piftols 
20 brafs mortars 930 {words ! 
2 iron ditto do barrels gunpowder ; 
6182 muikets . . se 21708 fhot of different fizes. 
168 rifle barrel pieces 


ney, 
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mey, with a fquadron of fhips of war, having on CHAP. 
board a party of artillery and two hundred ma- XXVJI- 
‘rines, under the command of major Wemys, 1798. 
‘with orders to difpoffefs the French of thefe two 
‘iflands, and deftroy their temporary fettlements. 
This fervice was performed without any difficulty. 
The fquadron appeared in the road of St. Pierre 
on the fourteenth of September; and the French 
governor, being totally unprovided with the 
means of defence againft fuch a force, furren- ~ 
dered upon the firft fummons. ‘The arms of the 
inhabitants, their fifhing veflels, and furniture, 
with a confiderable quantity of oil, fith, and falt, 
were delivered up to the captors*; and the in- 
habitants themfelves, amounting to fomething 
more than two thoufand men, were fhipped off 
for France.. Every thing valuable, which could 
not be removed, was deftroyed; and the French 
fettlements on thefe iflands were entirely laid 
watte. ; 

In the fame month, and almoft with the fame 
eale, the marquis de Bouille, governor of Mar- 
tinique, the principal of the French windward 
iflands in the Weft Indies, made himfelf matter 
of the Britith ifland of Dominica. - The contigu- 
ous fituation of thefe two iflands, and the de- 
fencelefs {tate of the latter, rendered this an en- 
terprife of: little difficulty. In the evening of the 
fixth of September, two thoufand men were em- 
barked on board tranfports at Martinique, and 


* Arms, Ammunition, Veflels, Fifh, &c. taken at St. Pierre and 
Miqueion, in Newfoundland. 


173 mufkets, with bayonets and. 165 thallops without decks 
cartouch-boxes 82 canoes 
83 {words 16235 quintals of fith 
100 belts 201 hogfheads of oil 
10 fhallops with fhifting decks 244 ditto of falt. 
22 ditto with fixed ditto 


with 
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by the marquis de Bouillé ; and fuch liberal terms 
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with thefe, efcorted by four frigates and ten fmall- | 
er armed veffels, the marquis de Bouillé, early | 
in the morning of the feventh, appeared off the } 
fouth end of Dominica. A detachment was im- | 
mediately landed to attack fort Cachacrou, fitu- 
ated upon a point of land jutting out into the fea, © 
round which the fleet muft pafs to reach Rofeau, © 
the capital of the ifland; and from the weaknefs — 
of the garrifon, of which the marquis de Bouillé — 
had been previoufly apprized, this fort became an 
eafy conqueft. The garrifon was foon over- 
powered ; and the fleet pafled round the point un- 
moleited. A general debarkation now took place 
at Point Michel; and as foon as a landing was 
effected, the French troops marched on towards 
Rofeau. The battery of Loubiere lay in their 
way, but it was evacuated as they approached, 
after the garrifon had expended all their ammuni-. 
tion. ‘The regular troops in the ifland confifted 
only of a party of the royal artillery, and a de- 
tachment from the forty-eighth regiment. Thefe, 
with all the militia which could be got together, 
did not amount to five hundred men; and It was 
foon perceived that their refiftance againft a force 
fo fuperiour, could not long avail. Detachments 
of the French were already in poffeflion of the 
heights behind Rofeau; their main body ap- 
proached the town from the place of their de- 
barkation: -The frigates were advancing to batter 
the forts; and preparations were making for an 
affault. In this critical jun@ure, a deputation 
from the council and principal inhabitants of the 
ifland requeited the governor to call a council of 


war: Their requeft being complied with, and the 


opinion of the council of war being in favour of © 
a capitulation, an offer for that purpofe was made ~ 
by the governor, which was immediately accepted 


of 
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of capitulation were granted as fecured the inha- CHAP. 

bitants in the enjoyment of their property, and of **Vil- 

all the rights, privileges, and immunities which ; 
they held under the Britith government, with the 
further advantage of exporting their produce to 
| whatever part of the world they thought fit, upon 
_ the payment of fuch duties as the inhabitants of 
the French iflands had been accuftomed to pay in 
the iflands or in Europe. The inhabitants were 
even allowed to retain their arms, upon condi- 
tion of not ferving againft France during the war. 
The garrifon of regular troops, after marching 
out with all the honours of war, and depofiting 
their arms, were to be tranfported to Great Bri- 
tain under the condition of not ferving againtt 
the king of France until they were exchanged. 
“And as a particular mark of refpeét forogovernor 
Stuart, he was to be at liberty to go where he 
pleafed, and to continue in the fervice of his 
prince without reftraint.. So haftily was this bufi- 
nefs fettled, that the capitulation for the furrender 
of the whole ifland was figned, and the French 
put in pofleffion of Fort Young before night. The 
marquis de Bouillé having thus made himfelf 
mafter of Dominica, returned without delay to 
Martinique, leaving fifteen hundred of his troops 
to garrifon the ifland. His return was probably 
haftened by the rifk which he incurred of being 
intercepted by admiral Barrington, who was then 
at Barbadoes, with a fleet of two fhips of the 
line and feveral frigates; and the fame caufe may 
account for the facility with which he granted in 
the terms of capitulation almof every thing 

which was afked. | 

This fudden and fuccefsful attack created an 
univerfal alarm in all the Englifh Welt India 
lands. But the French force at Martinique was 
{till infufficient for any diftant operation; and 
fortunately 


778. 


CHAP. fortunately before the arrival of the count d’Eftaing 


SRV in the Weft India feas, the reinforcement of fhips 
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and troops which, we have feen, failed from New 
York on-the third of November, had reached 
Barbadoes, and joined admiral Barrington, who 
had been waiting there for fome time in expecta- 
tion of that junction. 

The troops under general Grant being defigned 
for immediate offenfive operations, were not dif- 
embarked: And on the twelfth of December, 
only two days after their arrival, admiral Barring- 
ton, with the whole fleet, left Barbadoes, and: 
failed for the French ifland of St. Lucie, where 
he arrived the following day. ‘The ifland of St. 
Lucie, onthe weft fide, is indented by three great 
bays, feparated from each other by narrow ridges 
of high and ftrong ground jutting ont ‘into the 
ocean. ‘Lhe moft northerly of thefe is called the 
Bay of Du Choque; that in the middle, ' the 
Carenage Bay, at the head of which ftands Morne 
Fortune, the capital town of the ifland, and the 
feat of the government; and the moft foutherly 
of thefe bays is called the Grand Cul de Sac. It 
was this laft bay which the Britifh fleet entered 
on the thirteenth of December. Brigadier- 
eenéral, now fir William Meadows, with the fifth 
regiment, and the grenadiers and light-infantry of 
the army, which compofed the referve,. being 
forthwith landed, forced the heights on the north 
fide of the bay, occupied by the chevalier de 
Mecond, the governor, with the regular force 
which he had under him, and the militia of the 
ifland, and took poffeffion of a battery of four 
guns which annoyed the fleet as it entered the 
bay: And in the mean time brigadier-general 
Prefcot was landed with five regiments, to tecure 
the other pofts round the bay, and to preferve a 
communication with the referve. On the follow- 

ing 
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| ing morning, the whole of the troops being dif- CHA P. 
_ embarked, and brigadier-general fir Henry Calder, 
with four battalions, being left to guard the 


landing-place, to preferve a communication with 
the fleet, and to occupy the different paffes in the 
mountains on the fouth fide of the bay, the re- 
ferve, under general Meadows, fupported by ge- 


_neral Prefcot’s brigade, advanced towards the 


head of the Carenage, and without meeting with 
any material obftruGiion, took poffeffion of the 
town of Morne Fortune, with the government 
houfe, hofpital, barracks, and all the f{tores and 
magazines belonging to the ifland; the governor 
having been obliged to retire from poft to poft as 
the Britifh troops advanced. From Morne For- 
tune brigadier-general Meadows proceeded on to 
the important poft called the Virgie, which com- 


mands the north fide of the Carenage harbour, 


and before the evening was in pofleffion of all the 
different batteries and pofts upon the neck of land 


_which feparates the bay of the Carenage from 


that of Du Choque. Scarcely had this been ac- 
complifhed, when the count d’Ei{taing’s fleet - ap- 


peared in full view. That commander, upon his 


arrival at Martinique, had been joined by a fleet 
of tranfports, with nine thoufand troops on board, 
and with thefe and his fuperior fleet he was elated 
with the hope of crufhing the fmall naval force 
under admiral Barrington, and reducing moft of 
the windward Britifh iflands before admiral Byron 
could come to their affiftance. With hopes thus 
fanguine, he failed from Martinique ; Barbadoes, 
St. Vincent’s, Grenada, Tobago, were all in their 
turn threatened with fubjection to his irrefiftible 
force. But the unexpected attack upon St. Lucie, 
information of which was conveyed to him by a 
veffel which efcaped from the ifland, and met him 


at fea, difarranged all his fchemes, and for the 


Vox. Il. H prefent 
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TAP. prefent obliged him to give up his vifionary plans 
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of conquett. ‘The relief of that ifland was firft to § 
be provided for; and with his fuperiority of force © 
fie did not doubt of being able to accomplifh it. | 
‘Thither, therefore, he directed his courfe, and 
appeared in ficht, as we have already mentioned, 
almoft immediately after the Britifh troops had | 
completed the circuit of the Carenage, and fe- 
cured the high grounds which command it on the _ 
noith fide. He was yet unapprized of the extent — 
of their progrefs; and on the following morning — 
fteered with his whole fleet for the bay of the 
Carenage, fuppofing it not to.be pofleffed by the 
Britifh troops ; but a battery which opened upon 
his fleet as it entered the bay, and ftruck his own 
fhip the Languedoc, foon convinced him of his 
miftake, and obliged ‘him, after returning this — 


falutation with a broadfide, to ftand out to fea. 


The count d’Eftaing, being thus difappointed © 
in his attempt upon the Carenage, after difcover- | 
ing by his movements fome degree of embar- 
raflment and hefitation, directed his courfe to- 
wards the Grand Cul dé Sac, where admiral Bar- 
rington, in expectation of an attack, had already 


‘made a difpofition for repelling it. Never, per-— 


haps, was a greater ftake committed to the de-- 
fence of a forcé in appearance fo inadequate.— _ 
Admiral Barrington, with only three fhips. of the 
line, as many fhips of fifty guns, and the remaim- _ 
ing part of his force confifting of frigates, was | 
not only to défend himfelf againft twelve fhips of | 
the line, with a numerous train of frigates and 
American armed fhips and privateers, but alfo to. 
protect a large fleet of tran{ports, having on) 
board the provifions, ammunition, ftores, and 
baggage of the army, which there had not yet! 
been time to land; and thus the fate of the army 


on fhore became implicated in that of the fleet.’ 


‘Yets 
q : 
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Yet fuch was the confidence of the officers. of the CH A P. 
fleet in each other, but above ‘all; in the naval bling Sine 
| ability and experience of their and firm undaunted 17984 
“commander, that never was a defence undertaken 
with more alacrity, or greater hopes of fuccels ; 
fn6i did the event difappoint their moft fanguine 
expectations: During the night, and in the morn- 
ing, the tranfports being warped into the bay, and 
the fhips of war ftationed without them, in a line 
_acrofs the entrance, fo jult a difpofition of his 
_very inferior force did the Britith admiral make, 
that the count d’Eftaing was repulfed with lofs 
| in two different attacks which he made during the 
day; the firft with ten of his largeft thips, and 
the laft with his whole force. The lofs fuftained 
by the Britith fleet in thefe attacks, confifted only 
/of two men killed and eight wounded, One fo- 
litary trophy fell into the enemy’s hands, a fingle 
_tranfport, loaded with the baggage of fome offi- 
cers of the army, which there had not been time 
to warp within the line of fhips of war. ‘The 
count d’Eftaing being thus completely foiled in 
his naval operations, both at the Carenage and 
the Grand Cul de Sac, determined to difembark 
his troops, and try the effect of an attack upon 
general Grant by land; and on the following 
morning, after being joined by a frigate, which 
_was feen ftanding into his fleet, with a number of 
fignals flying, he plied to windward beyond the 
_Carenage Bay, and came to'an anchor off Grofs 
Iflet. In the night, and during the following 
day, his troops were landed from the tran/ports, 
which had anchored in the bay of Du Choque ; 
and as the poffeflion of the po't of the Vergie 
would have enabled his fleet to enter the Carenage 
with fafety, an attack upon that poft was the firft 
military operation that he projected. Two days 
before, the fafety of the Britifh army depended 
| Ha upon 


| 
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CHA P. upon the fuccefsful refiftance of the fleet ; and 


XXVITI. 


1778. 


now the fafety of the fleet was in its turn to de- 
pend upon the exertions of the army: For fhould 
the count d’Eftaing fucceed again{t general Grant 
by land, admiral Barrington could not long with- 
ftand a combined attack from his fuperior fleet by 
fea, and his batteries on fhore. The high grounds 
of the Vergie were occupied by brigadier general 
Meadows, with the referve of the army; and he 
prepared to defend them with a refolution fuitable 
to their importance, and the high expectations 


formed from his known gallantry, and the bravery - 


of the felect corps which he commanded. Every 
thing being in readinefs for the aflault, the French 
on the eighteenth of December advanced in three 
columns, led by the count d’Eftaing, the marquis 
de Bouillé, andthe count Louendahl. Thrice did 
they rufh on to the attack, and as often were they 
repulfed. In the emphatic language of general 
Grant, ° their two firft attacks were made with 
** the impetuofity of Frenchmen; and they were 
«© repulfed with the determined bravery of Bri- 
* tons.” In the third attack they were foon broke 
and fled in confufion. General Meadows, altho’ 
wounded early in the day, would not quit the 


field; but on horfeback vifited every quarter | 


where his prefence was neceflary, and continued 
to give his orders, notwithftanding the anguith of 
his wound, until the triumph of the day was com- 
pleted, in the final rout and difcomfiture of the 
French. In the different actioris of this day, the 
French artillery which had been taken upon the 
ifland was turned againft themfelves, and did 


fatal execution. Four hundred were left dead on . 


the field; and, according to their own accounts, 
their wounded were nearly three times that num- 
ber. The magnitude of their lofs, exceeding in 
number the whole of the Britifh troops which 

were 
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were engaged, evinces the defperation and perfe- 
verance with which the French made and fupport- 
ed their attacks, and places far beyond the reach of 
praife the mafterly difpofition formed by general 
Meadows for the defence of his poft, and the bra- 
very and firmnefs of the troops to whom that de- 
fence was entrufted. The whole lofs of the Bri- 
tifh troops amounted to one hundred and feventy- 
one: Of thefe thirteen only were killed, one hun- 
dred and fifty wounded, and eight mifling. After 
this fevere defeat, the count d’Eftaing remained 
inactive until the twenty-eighth of December, in 
the night of which he re-imbarked his troops, 
and on the following morning failed with his 
whole fleet to Martinique. Whilft the French 
fleet was yet in fight, the chevalier de Micond 
offered to capitulate for the furrender of the 
ifland ; and although he was now deftitute of all 
hope of relief, and entirely at the mercy of the 
Britifh commanders, who might have infifted on a 
furrender at difcretion, fuch liberal terms were 
granted as his deferted and defperate fituation gave 
him little reafon to expect. The governor and his 
garrifon were allowed to march out of their pofts 
with the honours of war, and to retain their bag- 
gage; and having delivered up their arms, were 
to be tranfported to -Martinique, as prifoners of 
war, not to ferve in any military capacity until ex- 
changed. ‘lhe inhabitants, on delivering up their 
arms and taking the oath of allegiance to the king 
of Great Britain, were to be fecured in the pol- 
feflion of their habitations and property, and in 
the exercife of their religion, according to the ef- 
tablifhed laws of the colony, and to be entitled to 
the fame protection as Britifh fubjects, and not to 
be obliged to bear arms again{t the troops of the 
king of France. Thefe terms being granted, all 
ftores of ammunition and provifions, and every: 
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CHAP. thing’in general belonging to the king of France, 

XXVIII : : 

(were. tobe faithfully accounted for, and delivered 

1779. Up to the Britith commiflioners*. 
~ . Onthe fixth of January 1779, admiral Eyron’s 
fleet, which had been fo long expe@ed, arrived at 
St. Lucie, juft eight days after the departure of the 
count d’f.{taing ; and had it not been detained in 
the harbour of Newport, at Rhode Ifland, by con- 
trary winds and ftormy. weather for fourteen -days 
after it was ready to fail, it is probable, either that 
the retreat of the count d’Eftaing to Martinique 
would have been cut off, or that a general en- 
gagement muft have been rifked in arder'to effect 
it. ,Butall the proceedings of admiral Byron had 
hitherto been marred by the oppofition of .the 
elements; and even in his prefent paflage from 
Rhode Ifland, the Fame, one of his fhips, was -dil- 
matted. 
‘By his arrival the Britith naval force in the 

Weft Indies, became equal, if not fuperior, to 
that under count d’Eftaing, who ‘was hencefor- 
ward obliged to act upon the-defenfive, and /fhel- 
ter his fleet within the bay of Fort Royal. So 
apprehenfive did he appear to be of the effects of 
a general engagement, that for fix months toge- 
ther he only ventured twice to put'to fea; .and 
both times haftily returned as :foon as the Britith 
fleet was feen ftanding towards him. Theiflands 
of Martinique and St. Lucie are fo near 'to each 
other, that the French fleet could fcarcely come 


* Ordnance, Ammunition, Stores, &c, taken.at St. Lucie in 
December 1778. 


59 pieces Of ordnance of ‘200 whole barr. corned ‘powder 
different fizes 333 muikets 
5766 round fhot 18,100 mufket cartridges filled 
407 langridge ditto with ball, 2 cwt..2 qrs. mul- 
2899 cartridges forordnance _— ket ball. 
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out of Fort Royal Bay without being feen from 
St. Lucie; and fome {mall faft-failing veflels were 
alfo appointed to watch its motions, Frequent 
fquadrons were fent to cruife off the mouth of 
Fort Royal harbour, and if poflible, provoke the 
count d’Eftaing to come out and rifk an engage- 
ment; but no mortification of this fort could in- 
duce him to deviate from his defenfive plan. Both 
fleets were reinforced during the winter; that of 
admiral Byron by a fquadron of thips from Eng. 
land under commodore Rowley, who had under 
his conyoy a fleet of merchantmen for the Weft 
India iflands; aad that of count d’Eitaing by a 
{quadron from France, under the command of the 
count de Grafle: But notwithftanding this rein- 
forcement, the count d’iftaing {till remained in 
the harbour of Fort Royal. 

When the feafon arrived for the departure of 
the Weft India fleet of merchant-fhips for Eng- 
land, admiral Byron was obliged to quit his ftati- 
on, and put to fea, for the purpofe of enabling 
the fhips from the different iflands to aflemble with 
fafety at St. Chriftopher’s, which was appointed 
to be the place of general rendezvous. hither, 
therefore, he directed his courfe, having left Se. 
Lucie on the fixth of June. Whe departure of 
the Britifh fleet for the protection of the home- 
ward bound trade, was the fignal for the French 
to commence their operations. A force, confifting 
of four hundred and fifty men, under the com- 
mand of the chevalier de Trolong du Romain, 
was embarked at Martinique, on board of four 
veflels, and failed for the ifland of St. Vincent’s, 
where they arrived on the twelfth of June. A 
landing was immediately effected, and a commu- 
nication opened with the Caribs,,the original in- 
habitants of the ifland, who yet retained thepol-. 
feflion.of fome part of it. Betweenthem and the 

Britifh 
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CHAP. Britifh fettlers a war had broke out fome few 
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years before, which, after much bloodfhed on both 
fides, terminated in the fubjugation of the former. 
But the Caribs, compelled to fubmit, were not re- 
conciled: They ftill retained their ancient refent- 
ment. ‘They confidered the Britifh fettlers as 
unjuft intruders upon their poffeffions, and were 
ready to join the French as foon as they landed. 
The garrifon of the ifland confifted of feven com- 
panies of the fixtieth regiment, amounting to four 
hundred and fixty-four men, rank and file, befides 
officers, under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Etherington, as appears by a return of it made on 
the firft day of April in the prefent year ; but of 
thefe only three hundred and fifty-feven were 
actually effective, the reft being confined with 
ficknefs either in the barracks or hofpital. The 
French, joined by the Caribs, advanced againft 
Kingfton, the capital of the ifland, without meet- 
ing with any oppofition. On the fixteenth of 
June they took poffeflion of the heights behind 
the town; and on the fame day, without a mufket — 
having been fired, the whole ifland was furren- 
dered by Valentine Morris, efquire, the governor, 
with the confent of the commander of the garri- 
fon, on terms fimilar to thofe which had been 
granted by the marquis de Bouillé to ihe inhabi- 
tants and garrifon of Dominica. ‘The eafy con- 
queft of St. Vincent’s feems to have been the 
caufe of much furprife to general Grant, who 
commanded at St. Lucie: But although no fatis- 
factory reafon has been yet given to the public, 
for this tame fubmiflion on the part of the civil 
governor, and the commander of the king’s troops 
in St. Vincent’s, unlefs the dread of the Caribs, 
whole ferocity during the former war was {till 
remembered, can be admitted to be fuch; it is 
pe prefumable, that fuch reafons 9 
exl 
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exift, becaufe it is fcarcely credible, that a Britifh C HA P. 
officer, bred in the army from his infancy, who PEN TE 
had. arrived at the rank of lieutenant-colonel, 
would have confented to furrender his troops in 
this quiet and inoffenfive manner, if there had 
been any reafonable hope of a fuccefsful refift- 
ance. 

The ifland of St. Vincent having thus become 
an eafy conquelt, the count d’Eftaing, whofe fleet 
had by this time been increafed by another rein- 
forcement of fhips under the command of mon- 
fieur de la Motte Piquet, failed from Martinique 
towards the end of June, to make an attack upon 
Grenada, during the abfence of Admiral Byron. 
His fleet confifted of thirty-four fhips of war, be- . 
fides a number of tranfports carrying nine thou- 
fand land forces. Of the fhips of war, twenty-fix 
were of the line, and the reft large frigates. With 
this formidable force he arrived at Grenada on 
the fecond of July. The fleet came to an anchor 
in the bay of Moliniere; and the troops were 
immediately landed. _Detachments from thefe, 
during the night, took pofleflion of fome heights 
in the vicinity of the town of St. George, the 
capital of the ifland, from which the count 
d’Eftaing, on the following day, was enabled to 
reconnoitre the defences of the place. ‘hefe 
confifted of a fort and an. intrenched hill, upon 
which the hofpital ftood. This hill, which nearly 
commanded the fort, conftituted the principal 
defence of the place, being fteep and of difficult 
afcent, and ftrengthened alfo with pallifadoes, and 
fome lines of entrenchment. ‘The whole regu- 
lar force of the ifland did not exceed one hundred 
and fifty men, of whom twenty-four were artillery 
recruits, and the reft belonging to the forty- 
eighth regiment : To thefe were joined about four 
hundred militia, confilting chiefly of French in- 
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CHAP. habitants, who had become fubjetts after the 
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peace of 1763, and of people of colour; but in 
the night after the landing of the French, fo 
many of the militia deferted, that the whole 
effective force of the garrifon was reduced under 
three hundred men. Toa fummons fent by the 
count d’Eftaing, demanding a furrender of the 
ifland, lord Macartney, the governor, refolutely 
anfwered, that he was unacquainted with the force 
of the befiegers, but that he knew his own, and 


was determined to defend himfelf as long as he 


could. The count d’Eftaing had hoped that the 


= PON EPR PEE . 


difplay which he had made of the magnitude of | 


his force, both by fea and land, would have in- 


duced the governor to capitulate, froma convicti- | 


on that all oppofition would be fruitlefs ; but the 
anfwer which he now received announced an 


' obftinate refiftance, from which the fiege, if car- 


ried on by regular approaches, might be protracted 
until the arrival of admiral Byron with the Britifh 
fleet. He therefore.determined, after viewing the 
works, to ftorm the lines upon the hofpital shill, 
whatever number of men it might cofthim. A 
difpofition was accordingly made; and the fol- 
lowing night the lines were affaulted in three 
different places, the column which made the prin- 
cipal attack being commanded by the count 
a’Eftaing in perfon. The French were at firft 
repulfed, and fuffered feverely, not only from the 
fire of the garrifon, but from the guns of a fhip 
of war in theharbour, which enfiladed one of their 
columns. In the next attack, however, they were 
fuccefsful, forced the lines, -notwithftanding a 
brave refiftance made by the garrifon, and gained 
the fummit of the ‘hill. The cannon found on 
the hofpital hill were on the following morning 
turned againft the fort ; and that fort being com- 
manded by the hill, lord Macartney was reduced 

to 
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tothe neceflity of fending a flag of truce with an CHAP. 
offer of furrendering the ifland by capitulation. XVI. 
In anfwer to his flag, he was allowed only an hour 1779: 
and a half to propofe his terms; and although 

thefe were got ready, and prefented in due time, 

they were inftantly and wholly rejected by the 

count d’Efaing, who, inftead of them, made pro- 

pofals fo extraordinary and inadmiflible, that the 
governor, with the confent of the principal inha- 
bitants, rather than accept of them, agreed to 
furrender at difcretion; and in this manner, on 

the fourth of July, the count dEftaing became 
poflefled of the ifland of Grenada. 

In the mean time, admiral Byron, who had 
failed with the home ward bound fleet from St. 
Chriltopher’s, on the fifteenth of June, after ac- 
companying them a proper dillance, and appoint. 
ing a convoy to efcort them d uring the remainder 
of their-paflage, returned with the reft of his fleet 
to his former ftation at St. Lucie, where, how- 
ever, he did mot arrive until the firft of July, hav- 
ing been for fome time retarded by a ftrong eafterly 
wind and lee-current, in bis endeavours to wea- 
ther the ifland of Martinique. At St. ‘Lucie he 
was informed of the capture of St. Wimcent’s = 
And an arrangement for its recovery bemg in- 
ftantly made between him and general :Grant, fo 
expeditioufly were the troops embarked, which 
were deftined for this fervice, that the whole fleet 
failed on the third of July. In the paflage+to St. 
Vaincent’s, information was received that the count 
d’Eftaing had deft Martinique, and was gone ‘to 
attack Grenada. ‘his intelligence produced a 
change in the plan which ‘had been pre-concerted 
between the admiral:and the general; and a de 
termination was mow made to proceed with all 
expedition.to the relief of Grenada. Soon after. 
wards two weflels which shad :made itheir elcape, 

after 
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CHAP. after the arrival of count d’Eflaing, and before 
XXVII. the furrender of the ifland,; met the Britith flcet ; 


1779: 


and from the intelligence brought by them, the 
admiral was led to believe that the naval force at 
Grenada, under the count d’Eftaing, was inferior 
to his own: From the fame fource of intelligence 
he alfo learned that lord Macartney expected 
to be able to hold out for a fortnight. Admi- 
ral Byron’s fleet, exclufive of tranfports, con- 
fifted of twenty-one fhips of the line, and one 
frigate ; the count d’Eftaing’s force was reprefent- 
ed to be between fourteen and nineteen fhips of 
the line; and under the influence of this intelli- 
gence, which afterwards appeared to be erroneous, 
the admiral made his fubfequent arrangements for 
the attack of the French fleet. On the evening of 
the fifth of July the Britifh fleet being fo near that 
it muft neceflarily be in fight of Grenada on the 
following morning, the fhips of war were drawn 
from amongft the tranfports, and thefe were left 
to windward under the care of rear-admiral Row- 
ley, with three fhips of the line, who had, never- 
thelefs, orders to quit the tranfports and join the 
re{t of the fleet whenever on the following morn- 
ing a fignal for that purpofe fhould be made, 
The van divifion of the Britifh fleet was com- 
manded by admiral Barrington, in the prince of 
Wales; the centre divifion by admiral Byron, in 
the Princefs Royal; and the rear by admiral 
Hyde Parker, in the Conqueror. In this order 


- they-failed during the night; and at dawn of day 


the following morning were in fight of Grenada 
and the French fleet. One of the count 
d’Eftaing’s frigates had brought him intelligence, 
during the night, of the.approach of admiral 
Byron, and he, in confequence of this intelli- 
gence, had given orders for his fleet to get under 
way by day-light in the morning; fo that when 

the 
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the French fleet was firft defcried by admiral CHAP. 
Byron, part of it was already under fail, and the alah 
reft in a clufter getting under way as faft as they 
could, a fituation in which it was impoffible to 
afcertain their number, A fignal was immediate- 
| ly thrown out for a general chafe towards the 
_ quarter where the French fleet lay, another for 
_ rear-admiral Rowley to quit the tranfports and 
join, and foon afterwards a third for a clofe en- 
gagement; the fhip to fallin and form the line 
_ asthey got up. As the Britifh fleet bore down, 
_ that of the count d’Eftaing ftretched out from the 
_ land, and formed a line to leeward. Its great 
| fuperiority was now perceptible ; but if in confe- 
quence of this difcovery any alteration had been 
neceflary in the difpofition of the Britifh fleet, it 
was now too late to make it, as feveral of the 
advanced fhips were already engaged. Admiral 
Barrington in the Prince of Wales, captain Saw- 
yer in the Boyne, and captain Gardner in the 
Sultan, prefling forward with that ardour which 
has at all times diftinguifhed the Britifh naval 
fervice, had foon clofed with the enemy’s fleet, 
and brought it to action, bravely fuftaining their 
fpirited attack until they were joined by their 
companions. ‘To fuccour thefe advanced fhips, 
and, if poflible, to make the action decifive, the 
fame fignals were ftill continued. But it was not 
the count d’Eftaing’s intention, notwithf{tanding 
the great fuperiority of his force, to rifk the fate 
of Grenada: upon the uncertain iflue of a clofe 
engagement with an enemy, which, though infe- 
rior in number, was formidable enough to create 
apprehenfion; he therefore kept his fleet at a 
cautious diftance, whenever the action had the 
appearance of becoming general, and clofed only 
when fingle fhips of the Britifh fleet, in confe- 
quence of their advanced fituation, were expofed 
to 
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€ HA P. to the fire of feveral of his own. His fhips, too, | 
eat sed being cleaner than.thofe of admiral Byron, he 
1779. had it too much in his power to increafe or dimi- 
nifh his. diftance as it fuited his purpofe ; whence 
it happened that fome of the Britifh fhips were 
much difabled, whilft others were little injured, 
and fome few not at allengaged. The three thips 
already mentioned, which commenced the action, 
faftained confiderable damage, and loft a number 
of men: The brave admiral Barrington was 
among{ft the wounded. The Grafton, captain 
Collingwood, the Cornwall, captain Edwards, and 
the Lyon, captain Cornwallis, happening during 
fome part of the action to be to leeward of the 
Britifh line, fuftained the whole fire of the French 
fleet as it pafled, and were greatly difabled; as 
was the Monmouth, captain Fanfhawe, who gal- 
lantly bore down to ftop the van of the enemy, 
and bring them to clofe action. The Britifh ad- 
miral feeing the difabled condition of fo many of 
his fhips, hauled down the fignal for chafe, but 
continued that for clofe action; keeping at the 
fame time to windward, and forming his line as 
well as circumftances would permit, to prevent the 
enemy from doubling upon him, and cutting him 
_ off from his tranfports, an intention which fome 
of their movements plainly indicated. The defign 
of the count d’Eftaing againft the tranfports be- 
ing thus fruftrated, he tacked to the fouthward 
with his whole fleet about three in the afternoon. 
The Britifh admiral inftantly did the fame, that 
he might be in readinefs to proteé the Grafton, _ | 
Cornwall, and Lion, three of his difabled fthips, 
which were far aftern, and the laft of them great- 
ly to leeward. The Lion had loft fome of her 
mafts, and her fails and rigeine were fo much cut 
to pieces that captain Cornwallis found it impoffi- 
ble to beat to windward: As foon, therefore, as 
the 
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his French fleet had tacked, and appeared to ftand C HA P. 


towards him, he bore away before the wind, and 
went with all the fail he could fet to the weftward. 
The other two fhips ftood for the Britith fleet, and 
from the extreme caution of the count d’Eftaing, 
were fortunate enough to rejoin it: So ftudioufly 
did he avoid every thing which could lead to a 
clofe engagement, that he made no effort to in- 
tercept them, although it was apparently much in 
his power. Night at laft put an end to the action, 
the French fleet being then about three miles to 
leeward. 

At the time when the Britifh fleet in the morn- 
ing was neareft to the town of St. George, the 
white flag was feen flying on the fort and the dif- 
ferent batteries, an appearance which left no doubt 
in the mind of the Britifh admiral that the French 
were already in poffeflion of the ifland; and as 
in the prefent crippled ftate of his fleet nothing 
effectual could be done for recovering it, he fent 
orders in the evening to the tranfports to make the 
beft of their way to St. Chriftopher’s, whilft he 
with the fhips of war fhould keep between them 
and the enemy. And the Monmouth, which had 
fuffered fo much as to ftand in need of immediate 
repair, was ordered to the fame place. As the 
French fleet was only three miles to leeward at the 
clofe of the engagement in the evening; and as 
the count d’Eftaing during the action mutt have 
clearly perceived his great fuperiority over the 
Britifh fleet in point of number; admiral Byron 
expected to have been attacked as foon as day- 
light appeared in the morning; but in the morn- 
ing the French fleet was not to be feen. It had 
returned during the night to Grenada: And as 
nothing farther could at prefent be attempted for 
the recovery of the ifland, the Britith admiral 
followed the tranfports to St. Chriftopher’s, in ae 
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CHAP. der to refit his difabled fhips. The Lion, which 
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we have mentioned to have ftood to the weftward 
at the time when the French fleet tacked on the 
day of the engagement, was fo entirely difabled, 
that captain Cornwallis was obliged to bear away 
for Jamaica to get her damage repaired. In matts, 
fails, and rigging, the damage done to the Britifh 
fleet, was great; but in men the lofs of the 
French was beyond all comparifon greater. En- 
deavours were ufed to conceal it; but the beft 
accounts made it amount to one thoufand two 
hundred killed, including twenty-one officers, and 
nearly two thoufand wounded ; whereas the lofs 
on board the Britifh fleet amounted only to four 
officers and one hundred and feventy-nine men 
killed, and the fame number of officers and three 
hundred and forty-two men wounded*. ‘ 


* Return of killed and wounded on board Admiral Byron’s fleet, the 
gth of July £779, in the action with the French fleet off Grenada. 


Ships. Commanders. 


Rear Admiral et 
Lo j Captain Chriftian gs 


2. Boyne Captain Sawyer 
3» Royal Oak Captain Fitzherbert 
- Prince of Wales ag fae Sot valiigs 
« Magnificent Captain Elphinfton 
Trident Captain Molloy 
- Medway. Captain Affleck 
. Fame Captain Butchart 
- Nonfuch Captain Griffith 
» Sultan Captain Gardner 
: Admiral Byron 
. Princefs Royal j Gaptai Blair 
Albian Captain Bowyer 
. Stirling Caftle | Captain Carkett 
. Elifabeth Captain Trufcott 
. Yarmouth Captain Bateman 
. Lion Captain Cornwallis 
. Vigilant Sir Digby Dent 
Rear Adm. Parker 
j Captain Harmood 
. Cornwall Captain Edwards 
20. Monmouth Captain Fanfhawe 
Lar. Graften Captain Collingwood 
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The ifland of Grenada having been furrender- sap P. 
ed at difcretion, the governor, garrifon, and inha- **V1- 
bitants were fubjected to the will of the conque- 
ror, except fo far as the law of nations, indepen- 
dent of all pofitive ftipulation, impofed limits to 
his authority. But even thefe, it is faid, were 
fhamefully tranfgrefied; and the inhabitants ex- 
perienced all the rigorous oppreflion and feverity 
which flow from uncontrolled power, when exer- 
cifed by an unfeeling and unprincipled defpor. © 
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General Alarm throughout the’ Britifh Weft India 

. Ilands — Quieted by the Departure of Count & E/- 
taing to Hifpaniola—Reduction of Sunbury in 
Georgia—Colonel Campbell's Expedition to Au- 
gufta—Circuit for the Encouragement of the Loya- 
lifts performed by Colonel Hamilton—Colonel Ha- 
milton quits Augufta and returns to Savannah— 
Attempts of General Lincoln to ftraiten the Britifh 
Quarters—Fruftrated by Colonel Prevoft—Un- 
fuccefsful Attempt of General Prevoft on Charlef- 
town—General Prevoft retires from Charleftown, 
and takes Poft at Fobu’s Ifland. 


CHAP. HE balance of conquefts in the Weft Indies 
XXVIII. was now greatly in favour of the French; 
“—~-— St. Lucie, the only Britith acquifition, being but 
coJJ% a poor recompence for the lofs of Dominica, St. 
alam Vincent’s,; and Grenada; and the great fuperio- 
through rity of the French fleet in that quarter threatened 
ut the Bri- : 
tih Wet to make the balance ftill greater, and filled the 
india if inhabitants of the remaining Britifh Weft India 
> poffeffions with general alarm and apprehenfion. 
But the approach of the hurricane feafon, added 
to the lofs of men in the laft action, fet bounds 
for the prefent to the ambitious projects of the 
quieted by count d’Eftaing. After remaining fome time at 
the dept Grenada, for the purpofé of fettling the govern- 
count @E ment, he failed with his fleet for Cape Francois, 
Hifaniola, 1 Hifpaniola. And here we fhall leave him, in 
order to refume the relation of fuch events as hap- 
: pened 
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pened on the American continent fince the com-C H AP. 
mencement of the prefent year. ap HT 

The rigour of winter fufpended all military Pee: 

operations between the two great armies in the Events on 

province of New York, until the return of iritgia 

but in the more foutherly climate of Georgia, the continent. 
winter is the propereft feafon for ation, and in 
this laft province it may be remembered that, lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell began his victorious. ca- 
reer as late as the end of December. We left 
him, after. he had defeated the-provincials, and 
_ driven them acrofs the Savannah into South Caro- 
lina, receiving the inhabitants of Georgia under 
the protection of Great Britain, forming them 
into military, corps for their own defence, and 
framing other regulations for the future peace and 
fecurity of the province. Hevhad alfo projected, 
and was making preparations for proceeding on 
an expedition up the Savannah to Augulta, the 
principal town in the interior part of the province, 
as foon as the arrival of general Prevoft fhould 
enable him to undertake it. That general had 
met with many dificulties and delays in his march 
towards Georgia, from the want of horfes and 
carriages to tranfport his artillery, ammunition, 
baggage, and provifions. Thefe were carried in 
open boats, through the different inland water- 
courfes, with which the fea-coaft of Eaft Florida, 
aswell as Georgia and the Carolinas, every-where 
abounds; and the boats were frequently obliged 
to make large circuits, in order to avoid the ene- 
my’s gallies. During thefe circuits the troops, 
for want of other provifions, were fonetimes ob- 
liged to fubfift for ieveral days together on oyfters, 
which the inlets from the fea fortunately afforded. 
At lat, however, they penetrated into Georgia, 
and reached Sunbury about the beginning of Ja- 
nuary, the fort of which they immediately 
L 2 invelted, 
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CHAP. invefted, being the only place of ftrength remain- 
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Reduction 
of Sunbury 
in Georgia. 


ing in the poffeflion of the Americans in the lower 
parts of the province. Lieutenant-colonel Prevott, 
the brother of the general, by making a forced 
march with part of the troops, had previoufly 
furrounded it to prevent the garrifon from efcap- 
ing, the commander of which at firft feemed de- 
termined to make an obftinate refiftance; but 
after trenches were opened, and fome pieces of 
attillery had been brought up, he thought fit, on 
the ninth of January, to Airfande: the fort at 
difcretion, with upwards of forty pieces of ord- 
dance, and a confiderable quantity of ammuni- 
tion*; an acquifition made with the lofs of only 
one man killed and three wounded. The lofs of 
the carrifon in killed and wounded was equally 
inconfiderable ; but the furvivors, amounting to 
two hundred and twelve, were made prifoners of 
war. General Prevoft, after the reduction of 
Sunbury, proceeded to. Savannah, where he ar- 
rived about the middle of January; and as foon 
afterwards as the neceflary arrangements ‘were 
completed, leutenant-colonel Campbell fet out on 
his expedition to Augutta, 


* Artillery, Stores, &c. taken at Sunbury in Georgia, in 
January 1779, when the Fort was furrendered to General Prevolt. 


24 pieces of brafs ord- 3002 mutket cartridges, 
nance 500 carbine ditto 
1 brafs feven-inch mor- 150 mufket ball, 1,800 
tar cwt. lead in pigs 
20. pieces of iron ordnance 28 powder barrels 
824 round, fhot.of different fizes 400 mufket flints 
too cafe and grape fhot, zo fhells, 150 cartridge boxes, 72 
so hand grenades pouches with powder 
horns 
180 mufket with bayonets, 12° ~~ 30 claw handfpikes with 
rifles, 40 fufees and car-. Jadles, wad-hooks, 
bines, and 4 wall pieces and fpungés. 
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In war much depends upon the promptitude CHAP. | 


with which a commander feizes and improves - 
thofe opportunities of ation that are prefented 
by fortuitous circumftances. This obfervation 
has been already exemplified in the condué of 
fieutenant-colonel Campbell, on the day on which 
he defeated the American troops before Savan- 
nah, with fo little lofs on his own fide; and it is 
further verified by all the proceedings of this offi- 
cer during his command. Had he not com- 
menced his operations at the critical moment 
when he did commence them, without waiting for 
the junction of general Prevoft, and had he not 
improved his firft fuccefs by rapidly purfuing the 
enemy after their defeat, until they were finally 
driven out of the province, it is probable that the 
conque(t of even the lower parts of Georgia, in- 
ftead of being effected in lefs than ten days, 
might have been a work not only of time, but of 
difficulty; as a large reinforcement was haftening 
towards it, which reached the northern banks of 
the Savannah juft in time to colle the f{eattered 
remains of the American general How’s defeated 
army. | 

The delegates from South Carolina and Geor- 


gia, with a view to the conquett of Eaft Florida, 


had folicited the congrefs to appoint general Lin- 
coln to the command of the troops to the fouth- 
ward. ‘That officer was the fecond in command 
in the army which captured general Burgoyne, a 
circumltance which of itfelf was fufficient to give 
him eclat. But hig judicious, brave, and {fpi- 
rited conduét on the occafion, gave him ftill bet- 
ter pretenfions to fame, and entitled him, in the 
opinion of the Americans, to no {mall fhare in the 
glory of the atchievement. He was, in Séptem- 
ber of the laft year, appointed by congrefs to the 

command 
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command of the-fouthern army, and arrived at 
Charleftown in South: Carolina about the Begin 
ning of December. 

Long before, Lincoln’s arrival at Charleftown, 
general Wafhington, through his. fpies at New 
York, shad received intelligence of the intended 
expedition again{t Georgia; and as foon as. this 
information was. conveyed to the fouthward, ,the 
provincial government-of North Carolina, with.a 
decifion which did them credit, embodied, two 
thoufand. of their militia,to ferve for five months, 
and without delay fent them on to, Charleftowa, 
under the command. of generals Afhe and, Ru- 
therford,, where. they were to be provided with 
arms. . Thele troops, arrived in time.at Charlel- 
town to have reached general Howat Savannah 
before he was attacked, had they been. immedi- 
ately furnifhed with arms. But the. government 
of South Carolina refufed to fupply them, until it 
was finally afcertained by the proceedings, of, the 
Britifh, that Georgia, and not South Carolina, 
was the object of their expedition,, The rein- 
forcement which we have. already, mentioned ito 
have met general How, as foon as he had crofled 


the Savannah, confifted, of'a detachment of thefe 


troops, with two regular regiments from Charlet- 
town, amounting in the whole to. nine hundred 
and fifty men; and with thefe and the remains of 
the Georgia army, general Lincoln, .on the third 
of January, eftablifhed his head-quarters at Pu- 

ryfburg, on the north fide of the river, about 
fifteen miles above the town of Savannah. 

‘The inhabitants of feveral of the interior .coun- 
ties of North Carolina were. known. to be, well 
affected to the Britith government. ‘The expedi- 
tion up the Savannah, the courfe.of which led 
towards thefe inhabitants, had, therefore,. a 
double object, and was Fieaacd to open and 

eftablith 
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eftablifhi'a communication with them, aswell as CHA P. 
to reduce the ‘remaining ‘part of Georgia. Au- cadet 
gufta, the fecond town in Georgia, lies upon the | pias. 
fouthern bank’ of ‘the’ river Savannah, and is dif Colonel 
tant from’ the’fea-coaft about one hindred and Campbell’s 
z Pe et & expedition 
| fifty miles.’ The previous arrangements neceflary to Auguta 
_ for marching through fuch an extent! of country, in/ Georgia. 
| dn many’ places thinly, and’in fome not’ at all in- 
habited, were’ fo well adjufted by liutenant-colonel 
Campbell, that he met with few interruptions, 
except fuch as arofe from the water-courfes in his 
way, the bridges over which were in moft places 
| deftroyed. Upon his approach to Augufta, a 
_ body of provincials, under the command of bri- 
gadier-general Williamfon, quitted the town, and 
retreated acrofs the river. Here, as-well as at 
Savannah, the inhabitants flocked in, took the 
oath of allegiance, and, for their own defence, 
were formed into companies, under officers of 
their own choice. From Augufta lieutenant- Circuit for 
‘colonel Hamilton of the North Carolina regiment the encou- 
was detached towards the frontiers of Georgia, (rine loys, 
with two hundred infantry, mounted on horfe- lits, per- 
back, to encourage fuch of the inhabitants as ‘mo 
were attached to the Britifh government, and t0 Hamilton. 
difarm the difaffetted.: In his’ progrefs he foon 
difcovered that, although many of the people 
came in ‘to take the oath of allegiance, the pro- 
feffions of a confiderable number were not to be 
depended upon; and that fome came in only for 
the purpofe of gaining information of his {trength 
and future defigns. “fn various quarters he met 
with oppofitions and all their places of ftrength 
held ny until they were reduced. The reduction 
of moft of thefe* was not, however, a work of 
great difficulty, as they confilted only of ftockade 
forts, calculated for defence againft the Indians. 
At 
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was attacked by a colonel Pickens, with five 


hundred militia, who had marched againft him 


from the diftrict of Ninety-fix, in the province of 
South Carolina; but the militia were foon re- 
pulfed and obliged to fly. ‘The bodies of nine or 
ten who had been killed in the action were after- 
wards found in the woods covered with leaves; 
their wounded they carried off. During the pro- 
grefs of lieutenant-colone! Hamilton, a number of 
Joyalifts in the interior parts of North Carolina 
had embodied themfelves under a colonel Boyd, 
and attempted to force their way into Georgia, 
and form a junction with the Britith troops. It 
was to oppole.thefe, as well as to check colonel 
Hamilton’s progrefs, that colonel Pickens had af- 
fembled his militia; and finding that he could 
make no impreflion upon the latter, he turned his 
arms againft the loyalilts, who had by this time 
forced a paflage acrofs the Savannah in the face of 
a detachment which he had left to oppofe them. 
He came up with them at Keitle Creek, and an 
engagement enfued, in which the loyalifts, after 
an obltinate refiftance, were defeated with the lofs 
of their commander, colonel Boyd, and a confi- 
derable number killed and wounded. About 
three hundred of them, by keeping together, af- 
terwards found means to join the Britifh army. 


The reft were difperfed, fome flying back to 


North Carolina, and others into South Carolina, 
where they threw themfelves upon the mercy of 
their countrymen. Of thofe who fled into South 
Carolina, feventy were tried and convicted of 
treafon againft the new government, but five only 
were put to death. 

Lieutenant-colonel Campbell having received 
orders to retreat from Augulta, recalled the de- 
tachment from the frontiers, and about the middle 

of 
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of February retired down the Savannah by eafy CH A P. 
marches until he reached Hudfon’s Ferry, about **¥!l- 
twenty-four miles above Ebenezer, now the head-  , 
: A 779- 
quarters of the army. At Hudfon’s Ferry heleft payuary. 
the advance of the army under the command of os ; 
lieutenant-colonel Prevoft, and returned to Sa- Gimphelt 
vannah, to eftablifh fome civil regulations in the quits Au- 


province, previous to his departure for England, 8%» 7™4 
Pp » Pp 


é ? returns to 
which took place foon afterwards. Savannah. 


The poft at Augufta was too diftant to be fup- 
ported; for as the Britith troops extended them- 
felves along the fouthern banksof the Savannah, 
the provincials did the fame on the oppofite fide; 
and general Lincoln, whofe force was every day 
increafing, had not only, eftablifhed feveral pofts 
in force on the north fide of the river, but was 
alfo enabled to detach general Afhe, with one 
thoufaad five hundred militia, and fome regular 
troops, to ftrengthen the provincial poft oppofite 
to Augufta, and to. improve any opportunity 
which might offer for crofling the river, in 
order to ftraiten the Britifh quarters. Gene- 
ral Afhe, upon his arrival at the poft oppofite to 
Augufta, found that town already evacuated 
by the Britifh troops, who had retired down the 
river: He therefore, in purfuance of his orders, 
crofled the river, and followed them as far as 
Brier Creek, behind which he took poift, about 
thirteen miles above Hudfon’s Ferry. 

General Lincoln was now forming a plan in Attempt of 
concert with general Afhe, for confining the Bri- Lincoin to 
tith troops within ftill narrower limits ; but before fave" the 
he could carry it into execution, lieutenant-colonel quartcrs. 
Prevoft, with a detachment confifling of three 
grenadier companies of the fixtieth regiment, fir 
James Baird’s light-infantry, the fecond battalion 
of the feventy-firft regiment, captain Tawes’s pro- 
vincial troop of light dragoons, and fome rangers 

and 
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CHA P. and militia, amounting! in’ the whole to nine hun- 
XAVUI. dred men, by making a citcuit, and crofling Brier 
1779. Creek fifteen miles above the place where general 
Afhe was encamped, found means to get into his 
rear unperceived ; and whilft major Macpherfon, 
with the firft battalion of the feventy-firft regiment, 
and fome irregulars, with two field pieces, ‘ap- 
peared in front of the Americans, in order’ to 
draw their attention that way, they were ‘on the 
ane third of March attacked in the oppofite quarter 
Prevot. by leutenant-colonel Prevoft, and totally routed 
and difperfed, with the lofs of feven pieces’ of 
cannon, feveral ftand of colours, almoft all their 
arms, and the whole of their ammunition and 
baggage. About one hundred and’ fifty of the 
enemy fell in the field of a@ion and in the pur- 
fuit; twenty-féven officers, including brigadier- 
general Elbert, the fecond in command, with two 
hundred men, were made prifoners; and a much 
greater number perifhed in the river endeavouring 
to make their efcape. Of thofe who did efcape, 
many returned home: And of the ‘whole detach- 
ment under general Athe, which was fuppofed to 
exceed two thoufand’men, only four hundred and 
filty rejoined general Lincoln. ‘he lofs of the 
Britith troops amounted only to five privates kill- 
ed, and one officer and ten privates wounded. The 
plan of this furprife was well imagined, and the 
execution admirably conduéted ; and both ferve 
to exhibit Ina very fuperior point of view ‘the 
military talents of lieutenant colonel Prevoft.’ In’ 
coniequence of this fignal vi€tory, the communi- 
cation was again opened between the Britith polts 

and the frontier fettlements. 

In the mean time a new governor was elected 
for South Carolina, and to him and his council 
were delegated powers almolt diétatorial for the 
defence of the province. In confequence of the 

rigorous 
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rigorous, exercife of thofe powers, the army under C4 AP. 
eneral Lincoln was foon afterwards reinforced *XV1- 
with a body, of one thoufand militia; and this eg 
(8h j / : A SAIQ: 
reinforcement enabled him to refume. his. former 
defign,; of entering Georgia. by the .way of Au- ~ 
gufta, in order to interrupt. the communication 
which Lieutenant-colonel, Prevolt’s, victory. had 
opened; he had allo another powerful motive for 
marching towards that place. at .prefent, which 
was to, protect the provincial, delegates for Geor- 
gia,, who had agreed to meet and hold a.conven- 
tion at Georgia in the month, of May... General 
Lincoln’s..force now amounted, to five thoufand 
men: Of thefe he left about one thoufand to gar- 
rifon Puryfburg and Black Swamp, the former of 
thefe places under. the command of colonel Mac- 
‘intofh, andthe latter under gener1 Moultrie ; 
and with the reft, on the twenty-third of April, 
he began his march up the Savannah, Five days 
after his departure general Prevoft, with a view 
of obliging him to return, paffed over the greatelt 
part of his army into South Carolina, The Ame- 
rican pofts at Puryfburg and Black Swamp were 
immediately abandoned ; and general Moultrie, 
unable to-.withftand the force to which he was op- 
poled,. retreated haftily towards Charleftown, de- 
itroying all the bridges in, his rear as he pafled 
them. Exprefles were immediately difpatched 
after general Lincoln ; but he concluded that the 
irruption of the Britifh troops into South Carolina 
was only:a feint to divert him from his principal 
object, and unmoved proceeded on his march, 
after detaching three hundred chofen troops to 
reinforce general Moultrie. ‘The Britith general’s 
original intention was no other than what Lincoln 
fuppofed; but meeting with fcarcely any oppofi- 
tion or impediment in his progrefs, except what 
arofe from the deftruction of the bridges, and 
receiving 
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oe , receiving at the fame time information of the de- 

wo fencelefs ftate of Charleftown on that fide on 

1779. Which he would approach it, he began to cherifh 
the hope of being able to reduce it before general 
Lincoln could come to its relief ; and the farther 
he advanced, his expe@ations became the more 
fanguine, in confequence of the general {cope of 
the intelligence received from the inhabitants of 
the province, who joined him on his march. 

At Charleftown all was buftle and confufion; 
and the inhabitants were for fome time in a ftate 
of the moft anxious fufpenfe, between the hope 
of being relieved by general Lincoln, to whom 
exprefles were daily fent, and the fear of being 
attacked before his return. Charleftown ftands 
upon a point of land between the rivers Afhley 
and Cooper; which uniting juft below it, and in- 
clofing the town between them, form a bay, open- 
ing into the fea, at the diftance of fome miles 
ealtward. Towards the bay, and the rivers on 
each fide, batteries had been ereéted, as in thefe 
quarters the town was expofed to an attack from 
a naval force; but towards the land fide fcarcely 
any precautions had been taken for its defence, as 
on that fide they had hitherto apprehended no dan- 
ger. It was in this quarter, however, that at’ 
prefent all their danger lay; and the greateft ef- 
forts were made to put it into fome tolerable ftate 
of defence. The flaves, with which South Ca- 
rolina abounds, were now of the greateft ufe. 
Fhe houfes in the fuburbs being burnt down, and 
an tmmenfe number of flaves being employed, 
lines and abbatis were in a few days carried acrofs 

from Afhley to Cooper River, and cannon were 
mounted at proper intervals. Fort Johnfton, on 
the fouth fide of the bay, as being at prefent of . 
no ufe, was difmantled, and the garrifon with- 
drawn to Charleftown. General Moultrie, with 
the 
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the remains of his retreating army, entered the CHA ?. 
town, governor Rutlege arrived with a body of ee 
militia from the interior country, and colonel 0, 
Harris with the three hundred light troops detach- 

ed by general Lincoln. Count Pylafki too, with 

his legion, croffed Cooper River to Charleftown 

the fame day on which it was invelted by general 
Prevolt. Thearrival of thefe different reinforce- 

ments all nearly about the fame time, infufed fome 

{fpirit into the inhabitants, and encouraged them 

to ftand upon their defence. If numbers could 

give them confidence, they had indeed every rea- 

fon to expect fuccefs ; as, in confequence of thefe 
reinforcements, the, garrifon exceeded general 
Prevoft?s army in number by at leaft one third. 

On the roth of May, in the evening, the Bri- May. 
tifh troops reached Afhley Ferry, and, having ages ‘ 
paffed the river, appeared before the lines at of general 
Charleftown on the following day, the remainder Preval on 
of which'was fpent in fkirmithes of little moment. town. 
On the twelfth the town was fummoned to fur- 
render; and favourable terms of capitulation 
were offered, which however were rejected, But 
as it was of confequence to the garrifon and the 
people of the town to gain as much time as poffi- 
ble, things were fo contrived that the whole day 
was {pent in fending and receiving meflages ; in 
the courfe of which a propofal was made on their 
part for the neutrality of the province during the 
war, and that at the end of the war its fate fhould 
be determined by the treaty of peace. But after 
various meflages and explanations of this propo- 
fal, ic was utterly rejected by general Prevoft ; 
and the commiffioners from the town were told 
that as the garrifon was in arms, they muft furren- 
der as prifoners of war. This declaration put an 
end to the negotiation; and the inhabitants of the 
town now expetted nothing elfe than an affault, 


But 
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CHAP. But on the following morning they were agreeably 
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rprifed when they found that the Britith troops 


Wiss: had been withdrawn during the might, and had 


re-crofled Afhley Ferry. After taking a view of 
the lines at Charleftown, general Prevoft was con- 
vinced, that, although unfinifhed, they were not 
to be forced without fuch a lofs of men as he 
could not fpare. He alfo knew that the garrifon, 
reinforced as it haa been, was now more numerous 
than the troops which he had to lead againft it* ; 
and that general Lincoln was by this time haf'en- 
ing to its relief from the back country, with a 
force ftill greater. The Britifh general was there- 
fore, at laft, prudent enough to retire, although 
with that lofs of credit which arifes from making 
an abortive attempt, the original defign of which 
appears to haye been unwile, and the means ufed _ 
to accomplifh it incompetent and ineffectual. If 
general Prevoft had not a fufficient force to main- 
tain the poft at Augufla, and preferve the proper 
communications with it; that force was {till lefs 
adequate to garrifon Charleftown, even if he had 
taken it, and at the fame time preferve a commu- 
nication with Georgia, or indeed leave a fuflicient 
force for its defence. But if this confideration 
had been out of the queftion, he had not with 
him a train of artillery fufficient to cover an af- 
fault. AS HR ET NG 
The Britith troops having croffed Afhley River, 
after foraging for fome days, retired towards the 
fea coaft; which, being interfeGted by a chain of 
tnland water courles, leading all the way to the 
Savannah River, afforded them, in conlequence 
of their fhipping, not only the eafieft, but the 


M2 


fateft means of elfeCing their retreat to Georgia, 


* General Prevoft’s force was about 2400 men; the garrifon 
3300, cluding militia. 


and 
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and tranfporting their baggage, unmolefted. From CHA P. 

the main land they pafled to James Ifland, and XXVUL 

from thence to John’s Ifland, where they took te 

poft until the arrival of a fupply of ammunition, ‘’” 

which had for fome time been expected from New 
. York. : 

In the mean time general Lincoln had proceed- 
ed as far as Augufta, notwithftanding the intelli- 
gence he received of general Prevoft’s irruption 
into South Carolina. But whilft he remained at 
this place, the daily exprefles which arrived ftom 
Charleftown, with information of the rapid pro- 
grefs of the Britifh troops, foon convinced him 
that fomething more was now intended by this 
irruption, than a mere feint: And after eftablifh- 
ing a poft at Augufta, and marching for three 
days down the fouth fide of the river Savannah, a 
route which was preferred, as the diftance was 
nearly the fame, for the purpofe of difplaying his 
force, and reanimating the almoft defponding 
hopes of fuch of the inhabitants of Georgia as 
were ftill attached to the American caufe, he re- 
croffed the Savannah, and returned with hafty 
marches towards Charleftown, until he reached 

_ Dorchefter, at the entrance of what is called 
Charleftown Neck; and heré he eftablifhed his 
head-quarters, until the Britifh troops retired from 
Afhley Ferry towards the fea-coatft, 


HIG TORN OR THE 


CHAP. XXIK. 


General Prevoft departs from John’s Iland to Sa- 
vannah—Succeeded in the Command at Fobn’s I/- 
land by Lieutenant Colonel Maitland—attacked by 
General Lincoln —The Americans repulfed —Gene- 
ral Prevoft having eftablifbed a Poff in the Iland 
of Port Royal, retires with the reft of the ma) to 

Georgia. 


. FOHN?’s Ifland, of which general Prevoft had 

“J taken poffeflion, is feparated from the main 
land by an inlet to which has been given the name 
of Stono River; and the communication between 
the one and the other is preferved by a ferry. 
Upon the main land, at this ferry, a poft was ef- 
tablifhed, as well for the fecurity of the ifland as 
for the protection of the Britifh foraging parties ; 
which was thought of fo much confequence, that 
for fome time the garrifon confifted of fifteen 
hundred men under the command of licutenant- 
colonel Prevoft. For the defence of this poft in 
front, three redoubts were thrown up, which 
were joined by lines of communication ; and its 
rear was covered by Stono Inlet, acrofs which, to 
John’s Ifland, a kind of bridge was formed by the 
numerous floops, fchooners, and other fmaller 
veffels that attended the army. 

Although it was neither the intereft nor inclina- 
tion of Lincoln to rifque a general engagement 
with the Britifh troops, it was obvioufly his with 
to attack their out-pofts, and cut them off in de- 
tail. With this view, on the fourth of June, he 

appeared 


him to renew his defien of cutting it off; and on 
g 5 ? 
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appeared with his army in front of the poft at CHA P. 
Stono Ferry ; but, after viewing the lines, thought XXIX. 
proper to retire. Not long afterwards, on the ,,,, ° 
2 j Y)19> 
fixteenth of June, lieutenant-colonel Prevoft de- General 
parted for Savannah, carrying with him the gre- i sia 
nadiers of the fixtieth regiment, and all the vef- John’s Ir- 
fels which had formed the bridge of communica- 2"¢ ‘ St 
tion except.an armed flat, capable of containing fucceeded 
twenty men. About this time it feems to have i the com 
; 3 and a 
been determined to evacuate the poft; and upon John’s 1 
lieutenant-colonel Maitland, who at Prevolt’s de- lazd by 
oe “4 pepiatie ie lieutenant- 
parture was appointed to fucceed him in the com- colonel 
mand, devolved the care of conducting that fer- Maitland. 


vice which the injudicious condué of his prede- 


ceflor, in carrying away the veflels that preferved 


the communication with John’s Ifland, had ren- 


dered both difficult and dangerous. But every 
thing was done which could be expected from the 


zeal, ability, and experience of this diftinguifhed 
officer. The feventeenth, eighteenth, and nine- 
teenth days of June were empioyed in tranfport- 
ing acrofs the inlet the fick and wounded, the ne- 
groes and Indians, with the baggage and horlfes 


belonging to the garrifon, and in deftroying all 


unneceflary huts and buildings, and putting the 


poft ina proper ftate of defence again{t a fudden ' 
attack. Such precautionary meafures had become 
the more neceffary in confequence of the prefent 
feeble ftate of the garrifon, which confilted of 
the firft battalion of the feventy-firft regiment, 
much weakened and reduced in its numbers, part 
of a Heffian regiment, part of the North and 


South Carolina regiments of provincials, and a 


detachment of artillery, the whole not much ex- 
ceeding five hundred men, really effective, and fit 
for duty. The weak ftate of the garrifon, which 
was not unknown to general Lincoln, tempted 
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CHAP. the twentieth of June he advanced again(t it with 

XIX. 4 force confilting of two brigades of continental 

1779. tfOOps, a corps of light infantry, feveral regiments 

of North and South Carolina militia, and a de- 

tachment of artillery with eight pieces of cannon, 

the whole eftimated by general Prevoft, in his of- 

ficial letter, at five thoufand men. An attack 

made upon the Britifh picquets advanced a confi- 

derable diftance in front of the works, about 

feven in the morning, which was attended with a 

fmart firing of mufketry, gave the firft alarm to 

Britith  Hieutenant-colonel Maitland. ‘The garrifon was 

troops un immediately ordered under arms, and two com- 

Maitland panies of the feventy-firft regiment, under the 

attacked by Command of captain Campbell, were fent out on 
general 3 

Lincoln, the right to feel the flrength of the enemy. The 

highlanders are not the beft qualified for fuch a 

fervice: Their impetuofity is apt to hurry them 

on too far, and their obftinate bravery indifpofes 

them to retreat until it is often too late; and fo 

it happened on the prefent occafion. ‘This de- 

achment had proceeded only a little more than a 

quarter of a mile when it fell in with the left 

wing of the provincial army already formed: An 

engagement immediately commenced, which was 

fo obftinately maintained by the highlanders 

again{t fo great a fuperiority of force, that they 

did not retreat until all their officers were either 

killed or wounded, and of the two companies, 

only eleven men were able to make good their 

retreat. ‘he whole provincial line now advanced 

within three hundred yards of the works, anda ~ 

general engagement began with cannon and mul- | 

ketry, which was fupported by the provincials | 

with more than ufual frmnefs. ‘The fierce attack | 

made by the highlanders upon their left, inftead | 

of intimidating, feemed to have animated them | 

to copy their brave example. A regiment of 

a Heflians | 
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| Heffians on the left of the Britith line unfortu- CH AP. 
| nately gave way, and the provincials prefling for- **!%. 
_ ward, had already reached the abbatis of the 1779. 
works. At this critical juncture a judicious and 
rapid movement of part of the feventy-firft regi- 
ment, which was ordered from the right to the left 
of the Britith line, ftopped the progrefs of the 
Americans, and reftored the fortune of the day. 
By the great exertions of lieutenant-colonel Mait- The Ame- 
land, and the officers in general, the Heffians ie. 
were rallied and again brought into ation. The 
provineials were, in their turn, now obliged to 
retreat ; but they retreated in good order, carry- 
ing with them fome of their killed and all their 
wounded. The horfes belonging to the garrifon 
had, in the view of its evacuation, been tranf- 
ported to John’s Ifland before the day of the at- 
tack, fo that no purfuit could be made. The 
whole lofs of the Britith troops in this day’s,ac- 
tion amounted to one hundred and twenty-nine : 
Of thefe, three officers and twenty-three men 
were killed, and ten officers and ninety-three men - 
wounded, one only being miffing. The lofs of 
the provincials does not appear ever to have been 
publifhed, and perhaps never was fully afcertain- 
ed. Alift of their killed and wounded officers, 
however has been publithed, amounting to twenty- 
fix, juft double, the number of Britifh officers 
who were killed or wounded: And if we fuppofe 
the lofs of men in proportion to officers, to have 
been nearly the fame on both fides, we fhall have 
reafon to conclude, that the whole lofs of the pro- 
vincials in killed and wounded did not much fall 
fhort of three hundred men, The greateft praife 
was due to lieutenant-colonel Maitland for the 
fuccefsful defence of his poft, with a handful of 
men, againft a force fofuperior, in which he was 
bravely fupported by all the officers of the garrifon, 

K 2 Lieutenant 
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CHAP. Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton of the North Caro- 


XXIX, 


17.79 


lina regiment, and majors M‘Arthur, Frafer, and 
Skelly, in a particular manner diftinguifhed them-. | 
felves. The artillery was moft excellently ferved, 
and did great execution under the direction of | 
captain Fairlamb, and lieutenants Wilfon and 
Wallace, all of whom were wounded, and the | 
latter fo feverely, that he died a few days afters 
It would be endlefs to point out the merits of all ” 
who were entitled to praife, but the fingular gal- 
lantry of an action performed by captain Mon- 
crieff of the engineers, in the fight of both armies, 
cannot be omitted. ‘That officer was on’ John’s 
[land with the troops under general Prevoft at the 
commencement of the aétion; but as foon as the 
firing was heard, he rode in all hafte to Stono ~ 
Ferry, and crofling over, contributed by his dif- 
tinguifhed fervices, during the remainder of the 
action, to the fuccefs of the day. With twenty 
men only he fallied out in the face of the whole 
provincial army, took an ammunition waggon, 
and brought it fafe within the lines. This was’ a 
moft feafonable fupply of what was greatly want- 

ed; for fuch was the fcarcity of ammunition in 

the Britith garrifon, that the laft charges were in 

the guns when the provincials gave way. The} 
troops on John’s Ifland were put in motion by | 
general Prevolt as foon as he received intelligence. 
of the attack, but they did not arrive at Stono 

Ferry in time to take any part in the action. ‘The 

appearance of a reinforcement coming to the af- 

filtance of the garrifon, might, neverthelefs, have 
contributed to damp the ardour of the Americans | 
and haften their repulfe. 

he militia under general Lincoln were dif- 

Heartened by this unfuccefsful’ attack ; and the 
ereatelt part of them foon afterwards quitted the 


army and returned Home. ‘The Britifh troops: 
, were 
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were no farther molefted : The poft at Stono Ferry CH 4 P. 
was evacuated; and the army retiring along the ele 
fea-coaft, pafled from ifland to ifland until it ,759, 
reached Beaufort in the ifland of Port Royal. At General 
| Beaufort general Prevoft eftablifhed a poft, the Prevolt 
| garrifon of which he left under the command of oni Am 
- lieutenant-colonel Maitland, and returned with pot in the 
the reft of the army to Georgia; that the troops poe abe 
might reft during the hot and fickly feafon, which retires with 
in this fouthern province prevents the operations i hie 
of an army as effectually, as the rigour of winter Georgia. 
does in amore northerly climate. For the fame ~« 
reafon the American army retired to Sheldon ; 
and nothing of any confequence was attempted 
by either during the months of July and Au- 
guilt. | 
The only real adyantage gained by this irrup- 
tion into South Carolina, was a fupply of proyili- 
ons for the troops, the want of which had begun 
to be felt in Georgia, and the eftablifhing a polt 
at Beaufort. But the American accounts have 
charged the army under general Prevoft with 
gaining other advantages not of fo honourable a 
kind, and with fuch an appearance of truth, that 
a regard to impartiality obliges us not to pafs 
them aver unnoticed. By thefe accounts they 
have been charged with plundering the inhabi- 
tants indifcriminately, and enriching themlelves 
at their expence; an impuration, if true, of a 
moft difgraceful nature and ruinous tendency, 
not.only to the army, but to the interelt of the 
Britifh nation } as fuch a rapacious condu& muit 
_ have irritated the inhabitants in general againf{t 
the Britifh army, and alienated the attachment 
even of thofe who were the belt affected to ga 
yernment. 
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The Count d'Eftaing fets fail for the American Cons 
tinent—and arrives on the Coaft of Georgia—Ef- 
Sorts Military and Naval for the Prefervation of 
Savannah—Count d’Eftaing fummons ‘Savannah 
to furrender te the Arms of his Moff Chriflian 
Majefty—General Prevoft fuccoured by Colonel 
Maitland—The combined Armies of France and 
America befiege Savannab—attack the Britifh 
Lines—repulfed with confiderable Lofs—raife the 
Siege—The Campaign to the fouthward of North 
America concluded—Campaign in other Paris of 
the American Continent fpent in defultory Opera- 
tions—Naval Operations of Sir George Collier. 


CHAP. A LTHOUGH general Prevoft had been ob- 


XX X. liged to retire from Charleftown without 
: ae reducing it, and although all the upper country 
i ° 


of Georgia was now in the poffeffion of the Ame- 
ricans ;° yet fo long as the Britifh troops main- 
tained a footing in the lower parts of that pro- 
vince, with a poft at Beaufort, the inhabitants of 
South Carolina were expofed to incurfions fimilar 
to that which we have already related, and could 
not be free from the moft uneafy apprehenfions. 
‘Uhe poft at Beaufort in the ifland of Port Royal 
was fecure againft an attack fo long as the Britifh 
maintained their fuperiority by fea; and fo long 
as that poft was maintained, general Lincoln 
could not even occupy his former quarters at Pu- 
ryfburg, without the danger of being inclofed be- 


tween 
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Beaufort. On the other hand, if the Britifh loft 
their fuperiority by fea, the feparation of their 
force into two divifions would render each of 
them an eafier conqueft. Moved by fuch confi- 


derations, Rutledge, the governor of South Ca- 


rolina, Lincoln, the commander of the fouthern 
army, and monfieur Plombard, the French con- 
ful at Charleftown, feverally wrote letters to the 
count d’Eftaing, who by this time had arrived at 
Cape Francois, after the conqueft of Grenada. 
In thefe they reprefented to him the ftate of affairs 
in the fouthern provinces, and pointed out the 
advantages which might be expected, fhould he, 
during the hurricane months in the Welt Indies, 
vifit the American coaft with his fleet, and co- 
operate with general Lincoln in the recovery of 
Georgia, The count d’E{taing, who had difcre- 
tionary orders from his court for fuch a co-opera- 
tion, flufhed with his fuccefs at Grenada, indulg- 
ed the ambitious but vain hope of being able, not 
only to fweep the American coaft with his fuperior 
fleet, but by acting in conjunction with the pro- 
vincials to reduce the different pofts occupied by 
the Britifh troops within the limits of the revolted 
provinces, and thereby put an end to the war 
even during the prefent campaign. ‘Toa man who 
entertained fuch vifionary projects, the applicati- 
ons from South Carolina, with their propolals for 
co-operation, could not fail to be highly accepta- 
ble; and they met with his immediate concur- 
rence. Georgia, it was fuppoted, would be an 
eafy conqueft, and was, therefore, the fitteft for 
the commencement of his victorious carecr. 1a 
compliance with the requifition which had been 
made to him, the count d’Eftaing failed forthwith 
for the American continent, proceeding by the 
windward paflage. ‘lwo fhips of the line, 2 

three 
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CHAP. three frigates, were difpatched as foon as he had 
‘ got through the windward paflage, to announce 
3779, his approach to the inhabitants of Charleftown ; 
and arrives and with the reft of his fleet, confifting of twenty 
ese fhips of the line, two fhips of fifty guns, and ele- 
September. ven frigates, having on board a confiderable land 
force, he arrived on the coaft of Georgia about 
the beginning of September. So fudden and un- 
expected was the count d’Eftaing’s appearance on 
this part of the American coaft, that the Experi- 
ment of fifty guns, commanded by fir James 
Wallace, and two ftore-fhips under his convoy, 
unapprehenfive of danger, had the misfortune to 
fall in with the French fleet off the bar of Savan- 
nah river, and were of courfe taken, but not till 
after a defperate refiftance made by the Experi- 
ment, although fhe had been previoufly difmafted 
in a ftorm. The Ariel of twenty-four guns, 
which had been on a cruife off Charleftown bar, 
fhared the fame fate. 

_ As foon as intelligence of the arrival of count 
d’Eftaing reached South Carolina, general Lin- 
coln, with the force which he had then with him, 
inftantly marched towards Georgia: Orders were 
alfo iffued for affembling the militia, who were, 
with all expedition, to follow general Lincoln ; 
and veffels of a proper draught of water were dil- 
patched from Charleftown to affift in landing the 

French troops. 

It does not appear that the Britifh commanders 
in Georgia were apprifed of the arrival of count 
d’Eftaing until the fourth of September, when his 
whole force, confifting of forty-one fail, was feen 
to the fouthward of Tybee plying to windward. 

ea Information was immediately fent to general Pre- 
navel for Olt; in confequence of which, meafures were 
theprefer- taken for increafing the fortifications at Savan- 
7 von o- nah, and putting the town in a proper pofture of 

defence. 
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defence. The garrifon at Sunbury, under lieu- CH AP. 


tenant-colonel Cruger, was withdrawn ; and or- ; 
: (cece ammaed 


ders were difpatched to Beaufort for heutenant- 
colonel Maitland with the troops, and captain 
Chriftian of the navy, with the fhips and gallies 
under his command, to repair in all hatte to Sa- 
vannah. 

In the mean time, captain Henry, who com- 
manded the Britifh naval force in the river Savan- 
nah, was taking precautions as well for its fafety as 
for rendering it ferviceable in the defence of the 
town. ‘The leading marks upon the hore, which 


point out the channel to fhips paffing the bar, were © 


cut down; and the fquadron under captain Hen- 
ry, which confifted only of the Fowey, Rofe, Kep- 
pel armed brig, and Germaine provincial armed 
{hip, with fome gallies, was fo ftationed that it 
might retire with fafety towards the town of Sa- 
vannah whenever future circumftances fhould ren- 
der it expedient. 

The retreat of this fmall fquadron foon be- 
came a meafure of abfolute neceffity. On the 
ninth of October the French fleet came to an an- 
chor off the bar; and as the line-of-battle hips, 
from their great draught of water, could not pals 
it, nor come near the fhore, the {mall coafting 
veffels fent from Charleftown were employed in 
receiving the troops from the French fhips, and 
landing them at Beaulicu in Offabaw Sound, an 
inlet of the fea fome miles fouth of the mouth of 
the river Savannah, On the following day four 
French frigates entered the anchorage ground at 
Tybee, and rendered it neceflary for the Britifh 
naval force to move up the river to Savannah. 
Upon its arrival the guns were landed from the 
fhips, and mounted on the batteries... The ma- 


rines were incorporated with the grenadiers of 
the 
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CHA P. the fistieth regiment ; and the feamen were put on ' 
2X thore to affift in working the artillery. The | 
1799.. Rofe, and Savannah armed fhip, with four tranf- | 
ports, were funk acrofs the channel below the 
town, to prevent the French frigates from coming 
higher; and above it fome fmaller veffels were 
funk, and a boom was laid acrofs to prevent fire- 
rafts from being fent down. The Germaine 
armed brig alone retained her guns ; and fhe was 
ftationed off Yamiraw, above the town, to flank 
the right of the Britifh lines. Thefe difpofitions 
were made on the river, whilft on fhore the 
troops, aflifted by fome hundreds of negroes, 
were employed in ftrengthening the old, and 
erecting new works for the defence of the town. 
As foon as the debarkation of the French troops 
was completed, the count d’Eftaing marched 
againft Savannah, and without waiting for a junc- 
tion with the American army, which was every 
inflant expected to come up, fummoned general 
Prevoft to furrender the town to the arms of his 
moft chriftian majefty, difplaying in his fummons, 
in terms bordering on extravagance, the magni- 
tude of his force, and the valour of his troops, 
who had fo lately ftormed the fortifications at 
Grenada, and in fo fhort a time atchieved the 
conqueit of that ifland, and threatening to make 
general Prevoft anfwerable in his own perfon, 
fhould he, after this premonition, wilfully perfift 
in making a fruitlels defence. This hafty pro- 
ceeding of the count d’Eftaing, without waiting 
for general Lincoln, or joining the American 
{tates in the fummons for a furrender, had nearly 
created a difference between him and his allies. 
By fome it was thought to be a plain indication 
that the French meant to conquer for themfelves; 
but upon a remonftrance being afterwards made 
by general Lincoln, the count d’Eftaing gave 
fuch 


AMERICAN WAR. 


fuch an explanation of his motives and intentions 
as was deemed fatisfactory. General Prevoft, to 
whom it was of the utmoft importance to gain 
time, returned a civil meflage to the count 
d’Eftaing, acknowledging the receipt of the fum- 
mons, and defiring twenty-four hours to confider 
of an anfwer, and to prepare the terms on which 
a furrender might be made, fhould that be his ul- 
timate determination. The requeft was granted 
without any difficulty; the count d’Eftaing ex- 
petting nothing lefs than a furrender of the town 
at the expiration of the time fixed for an anfwer : 
But it was made with a very different view by ge- 
neral Prevoft. We hoped that the troops under 


Hieutenant-colone! Maitland might arrive during 


the interval; and in this hope he was not difap- 


pointed. That officer, after ftrugeling with diff- 


culties during fome part of his route, which, to 
a mind lefs determined, would have appeared in- 
furmountable, arrived at Savannah before the ex- 
piration of the truce, with the belt part of his de- 
tachment, amounting to about eight hundred 


men. As the French were in poffeffion of all the 


lower part of the river, he had no other way left 
of effeting a junction with general Prevoft but b 
traniporting his troops in boats through the marfh- 
es by an inland water courfe called Wall’s Cut, 
which for two miles was fo fhoal, that the men, 
vading up to their middle, were obliged to drag 
the boats by main force through the mud. The 
refidue of the garrifon at Beaufort, which for want 
of a fufficient number of boats could not be tranf- 
ported, remained with the fhips and gallies under 
the command of captain Chriftian; and their re- 
treat being now cut off, they took a new pofition 
in Callibogie Sound, where, by erecting batteries 
on the fhore, they made fuch a flrong difpofition 
for defence, that neither the French nor Ameri- 
cans 
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CHA P. cans attempted to moleft them during the fubfe- 
_X** quent fiege of Savannah. 

The fafe arrival of fo confiderable.a reinforce- 
ment, and that too of chofen troops, but above 
all, the prefence of the officer who commanded 
them, in whofe zeal, ability, and military expe- 
rience fo much confidence was defervedly placed 
by the army, infpired the garrifon of Savannah 
with new animation: An anfwer was returned to 
the count d’i-ftaing, that the town would be de- 
fended to the laft extremity : The zeal and ardour 
of both the officers and.men were, if poffible, in- 
‘creafed ; and new defences were daily conitruct- 

‘ed under the judicious eye and ma‘lerly direction 

of that able engineer, captain Moncrieff. 
_ After the arrival of general Lincoln with the 
American army, fome time was required for land- 
ing and bringing up the heavy artillery from the 
fhips,-which, on account of their diftance from 
the fhore, anda fcarcity of horfes and carriages, 
was a work of confiderable labour and difficulty. 
Retarded by fuch impediments, the combined ar- 
mies of French and Americans did not begin to 
break ground for the purpofe of carrying on their 
approaches until the twenty-third of September, 
nor were their batteries ready to open until the 
nee fourth of the following month. During this in- 
hinedar. terval, attempts were made to interrupt their 
miesof operations by two different forties; the firft of 

France and : 

Brance 28° which, under major Graham of the fixteenth re- 
befiege Sa- giinent, reached the lines of the enemy, and threw 
vannah. them into confufion; and when this detachment 
retired, it was incautioufly purfued fo clofe to the 
Britifh lines, that the confederates in their retreat 
Joft a great number of men, by a well-direed 
fire from the works. The other fortie under ma- 
jor M‘Arthur, was fo artfully conducted, that it 
produced 
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produced a firing. between the French and Ame- 
rican camps. , 

On the morning of the fourth of O&ober the 
batteries of the befiegers having opened with a 
difcharge from fifty-three pieces of heavy cannon 
and fourteen mortars, a requeft was made by ge- 
neral Prevoft that the women and children might 
be permitted to leave the town and embark on 
board veffels in the river, which fhould be placed 
under the protection of the count d’Eftaing, and 
wait the iflue of the fiege: But this propofal, dic- 
tated by humanity, was rejected with infult. 
Fortunately, however, for the inhabitants as well 
as the garrifon, although an inceflant cannonade 
from fo many pieces of artillery, was continued 
from the fourth to the ninth of Oétober, lefs in- 


jury was done to the houfes in the town than 


might have been expected; few lives were loft, 
and the defences were in no refpet materially 
damaged. 

The French troops landed from the fhips 
amounted to about five thoufand men, and no 
doubt being entertained amongft the Americans 
of the fall of Savannah, the militia poured in as to 
a certain triumph, and joined general Lincoln in 
fuch numbers, that the combined armies, it is 
faid, amounted to more than ten thoufand men. 
The force in Savannah, under general Prevot, 
did not exceed two thoufand five hundred of all 
forts, regulars, provincial corps, feamen, militia, 
and volunteers. But the difparity in numbers 
was in fome degree compenfated by the exitraor- 
dinary zeal and ardour which animated the be- 
fieged, from the commander in chief down to the 
humble African, whofe inceflant and cheerful la- 
bours, in rearing thofe numerous defences which 
were completed with fo much expedition as to 
aftonifh the befiegers, ought not to be forgotten 

in 
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CHAP. in a hiftory of this memorable fiege. When the 
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French were firft landed, not more than ten or 
twelve pieces of artillery appeared upon the forti- 
fications at Savannah: But fo inceflantly did the 
garrifon labour in ftrengthening and enlarging the 
old works, and in erecting new redoubts and bat- 
teries, that before the conclufion of the fiege near 

one hundred pieces of cannon were mounted. 
‘The town of Savannah being fituated upon the 
fouthern bank of the river of that name, had two 
of its fides fecured by natural boundaries, one by 
the river behind it, and the other by a thick 
{wamp and woody morafs communicating with the 
river above the town. The other two fides were 
originally open towards’ the country, which in 
front of them for feveral miles was level and en- 
tirely cleared of wood: But they were by this 
time covered with artificial works, the tight and 
left being defended by redoubts, and the centre 
by feamen’s batteries in front, with impalements 
and traverfes thrown up behind to protect. the 
troops from the fire of the befiegers; and the 
whole extent of the works was furrounded with 
an abbatis. The redoubts on the right towards, 
the fwamp were three in number: That in the 
centre was garrifoned by two companies of militia, 
with the North Carolina regiment to fupport 
them, under the command of lieutenant colonel 
familton. Captains Roworth and Wylie, with 
the provincial corps of king’s rangers, were 
pofted in the redoubt on the right ; and captain 
‘Tawfe, with his corps of provincial dragoons dif- 
mounted, in that on the left, called the Springhill 
Redoubt, fupported by the South Carolina re- 
giment. ‘To the right of the whole was a failors 
battery of nine-pounders, covered by a company 
of the Britith legion, under the command of 
_ Captain. 
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captain Stewart; and between the centre andC HAP. 


SE 


Springhill redoubt, was another of thefe batteries, *%*%- 


under the direction of captain Manby, behind 
which were potted the grenadiers of the fixtieth 
regiment, under the command of lieutenant-colo: 
nel Glazier with the marines which had been 
landed from the fhips of war. And the whole of 
this force on the right of the lines was under the 
command of lieutenant-colonel Maitland. On the 
left of thelines were two redoubts ftrongly conftrug- 
ed with a mafly frame-work of green fpongy wood 
filled up with fand and mounted with heavy cannon, 
one of them commanded by lieutenant-colonel 
Cruger, and the other by major Wright, having 
under him the Georgia loyalilts. Behind the im- 
palements and traverfes in the centre of the 
works were pofted the two battalions of the 
feventy-firft regiment, two regiments of Heilians, 
the New York volunteers, a battalion of Skinner’s 
brigade, one of Delancey’s, and the light infantry 
of the army under the command of major Gra- 
ham; all which corps were ready to aét as cir- 
cumftances fhould require, and to fupport any 
part of the lines that might be attacked. : 

Such was the ftate of the works at Savannah, 
and {uch the pofition of the troops for its defence, 


at the time when the count d’Eftaing, grown im- — 


patient under the unexpected refiftance which he 
had met with, refolved to difcontinue his regular 
approaches, and {torm the Britifh entrenchments. 
He had already {pent more time before Savannah, 
without having made any fenfible impreffion upon 
the garrifon, than he had affigned for the comple- 
tion of the whole enterprife. His fleet, lying at 
anchor in the open fea, was expofed to the dan- 
ger of being driven off the coaft, at this late 
feafon of the year, by tempeftuous weather, and 
leaving him and his troops behind: But this 


danger 
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danger was nothing, compared to what “might 
have been apprehended had the Britifh fleet fol- 
lowed him from the Weft Indies, and made an 
attack upon his fhips whilft they were weakened 
by the number of men and guns that had been 
landed for carrying on the fiege of Savannah. 
Thefe confiderations, the force of which was 
heightened by a joint reprefentation from his naval 
officers, added to the natural impatience of temper 
which characterifed the count d’Eftaing, deter- 
mined him to rifque an affault under all its prefent 
difadvantages, rather than wafte longer time in 
carrying on the fiege by regular approaches. To 
facilitate the fuccefs of the enterprife, an’ officer 
with five men, on the eighth of Odtober, advanced 
under a heavy fire from the garrifon, and kindled 
the abbatis ; but the dampnels of the air, and the 


- moifture of the green wood of which the abbatis 


Attack the 
Britifh 
lines. 


was compofed, foon extinguifhed the flames. ’ 
The morning of the ninth of Otober was 
fixed upon for making the aflault ; and two feign- 
ed attacks by the militia were to draw the atten- 
tion of the befieged to their centre and left, whilft 
a {trong body of chofen troops from the combined 
armies fhould advance on the right of the Britifh 
lines, and in two columns make the real attack. 
The principal of thefe columns was commanded. 
by the count d’Eftaing in perfon, affifted by gene- 
ral Lincoln, and was deftined to attack the 
Springhill redoubt in front, whilft the other 


column, commanded by count “Dillon, fhould 


filently move along the edge of the {wamp, pals 
the redonbts and batteries, and get into the rear 
of the Britifh lines. . The troops which compoled 
thefe two columns confifted of three thoufand five 
hundred French, fix hundred provincial regulars, 
and three hundred and fifty of the. Charleftown 
militia, a number more than double that of the. 

whole 
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whole Britifh garrifon, and were in motion long 
before day-light. Fortunately the column com- 
manded by count Dillon miltook its way, from the 
darknefs of the morning, and was entangled in 
the fwamp, from which it was unable to extricate 
itfelf until broad day-light appeared, and expofed 
it to the view of the garrifon and the fire from the 
Britifh batteries. ‘his was fo hot, and fo well 
dire¢ted, that it was never able even to form, and 
far lefs, by penetrating into the rear of the Britith 
lines, to accomplifh its original objet. In the 
mean time the column led by the count d’Eftaing 
advanced againft the Springhill redoubt, juft as 
daylight appeared: And fuch was the darknefs 
of the morning, that it had approached very near 
before it was difcernible. But, as foan as it was 
difcovered, it became expofed toa continual blaze 
of mufquetry from the redoubt, and to a deftruc- 
tive crols fire from the adjoining batteries, which 
mowed down whole ranks of the allies as they 
advanced. From the numbers which fell, the 
head of the column was feveral times thrown into 
confufion; but their places being inftantly fup- 
plied by others, it ftill moved on until it reached 
the redoubt, where the conte{t became more fierce 
and defperate. ‘The brave captain Tawfe fell in 
defending the gate of his redoubt with his fword 
plunged in the body of the third enemy he had 
flain with his own hand, and a French and Ame- 
rican flandard were for an inftant planted upon 
the parapet. ‘ The conflict for the poffeflion of the 
redoubt neverthelefs continued to be obftinately 
maintained on both fides, and the event remained 
in fufpenfe; when lieutenant-colonel Maitland, 
feizing the critical moment, ordered the grena- 
diers of the fixtieth regiment, with the marines, 
to move forward and charge the enemy's column, 
already ftaggering under the obftinate refiftance 
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eres it had met with at the redoubt, the flaughter 


—— 
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Repulfed 
with confi- 


derable lofs. 


which had been made by the artillery from. the 
different batteries, and now alfo from the Ger- 
maine armed brig. ‘This well-timed movement 
decided the fate of the attack. ‘The aflailants 
were repulfed, driven out of the ditch of the re- 
doubt, and routed with redoubled flaughter, leav- 
ing behind them, in killed‘and wounded: fix hun- 
dred and thirty-feven of the French troops, and 
two hundred and fixty-four of the Americans. 


No purfuit was ordered, becaufe the befiegers, 
although they had fuffered greatly in the affaulr, 


were {till three times more numerous than the 
garrifon ; but in their flight, as in advancing, they 
were expoled to aheavy fire from the Britifh artil- 
lery, which was well ferved under the direction of 
captain Charlton. 

In this afflault count Pulatki, who commanded 
an American corps, received a mortal wound , 


and the count d’Eftaing, who was feen by the 


garrifon to behave with great gallantry, was 
wounded in two Places but in neither of them 


dangeroully. 


No good agreement, it has been faid, fubfifted 
between the French and Americans from the com- 
mencement of the fiege ; and their mutual diflike 
was now increafed by their difappointment. Af- 


ter the affault the French could no longer conceal 
their contempt for their new allies; they flyled 


them infurgents, in common converfation, and 
even in written memorials. But the haughty de- 
meanour of the count d’Eftaing towards the 
garrifon feems to have been foftened by his mis- 
fortunes: An apology was made for refufing 
leave to the women and children to retire to a 
place of fafety, the blame of which was laid upon 
the Americans, and an offer was now made for 
their accommodation. ‘This offer came too late 

to 
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to 'be accepted, efpecially after a previous infulting CH 4 P. 
refufal of what was now tendered; and it was 
with great propriety reje€ted by general Prevoft. at 

The iffue of the affaule determined that of the Raife the 
fiere. The French and Americans kept poffeffion #*8* 
of their lines only until the artillery and heavy 
baggage were withdrawn, and re-embarked on 
board the fleet. As foon as this was accomplifhed 
the fiege was raifed, and the allies feparated, the 
Americans retreating into South Carolina, and the 
French returning to their fhips; on board which 
they had fcarcely embarked when their fleet was 
difperfed by a ftorm. The count d’Eftaing, with 
part of the fhips, returned to France, and the reft 
proceeded to the Welt Indies. 

Such was the termination of the fiege of Sa- 
vannah, during which it is faid that the allied 
armies loft in killed, wounded, and by defertion, 
more than one thoufand five hundred men; 
whereas the lofs of the garrifon in the whole did 
not exceed one hundred and twenty. 

It is impoffible to do particular juftice to all 
who by their exertions contributed to the fuccefs- 
ful iffue of the fiege.. The officers, naval and 
military, vied with each other who fhould render 
the moft effential fervices to their king and coun- 
try. Lhe feamen and foldiers were animated with 
the fame fentiment; and no fmall fhare of praife 
is due to the former for their brave affiftance and 
peculiar adroitnefs in managing the artillery at the 
batteries. The cool, fteady, prudent, and firm 
conduct of general Prevoft, aflifted by the able 
counfels and fervices of that diftinguithed officer 
lreutenant-colonel Maitland, the fecond in com- 
mand, who in a peculiar degree enjoyed the love, 
efteem, and confidence of the garrifon ; the fkil- 
ful defigns, prompt execution, and indefatigable 
exertions of captain Moncrieff in his department 

1.52 as 
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CHAP. as commanding engineer; the active and able 
XXE. fervices of captain Charlton of the artillery ; the 
1779. wife precautions taken by captain Henry of the 

navy for the fecurity of the river; the~ tried 
courage, manly firmnefs, and obftinate refiftance 
of the provincial regiments and militia on the 
right of the lines, to whofe lot it fell to bear, and 
nobly to withftand, the fury of the affault; and 
the bold, decifive, and irrefiftible charge made by 
lieutenant-colonel Glazier with the grenadiers and 
marines; which completed the overthrow of the 
enemy ; .are all deferving of the higheft commen- 
dation, and rank the fuccefsful-defence of Savan- 
nah amongft the inoft brilliant atchievements of 
the war. 

One circumftance alone ferved to cloud the joy 
of the garrifon- on their recent fuccefs. ‘This was 
the death of that highly-efteemed and much be- 
loved officer the honourable lieutenant-colonet 
Maitland, who fell a martyr to a bilious diforder 
contracted from the peftilential vapours which 
arife from the marfhes during the hot and fultry 
feafon in that unwholfome climate. He was 
attacked by it before he left Beaufort. It gather- 
ed ftreneth in his route through the marfhes to 
Savannah, and, preying upon him during the fiege, 
foon afterwards put a period to the exiftence of 
this gallant officer; whofe memory will be dear 
to Britons, fo long as manly fortitude, unftained 
honour, and highly-improved military talents, are 
held in eftimation. 

feneney With the raifing of the fiege of Savannah 

fouthward ended the campaign to the fouthward, which, al- 

of North though it clofed with an atchievement fo honour- 

concluded. able to the Britifh arms, was neverthelefs unpro- 
dudtive of thofe advantages which had been ex- 
pected at the commencement of it. 


The 
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‘The campaign in the other parts of America © HA P. 
was {pent in defultory operations and partial expe- ‘unend 
ditions, the object of which feems to have been to ,., 
di tract the attention of the Americans by their Campaiyn 
multiplicity, and to weaken them by cutting off @ the other 

parts of the 
their refources, and deftroying their magazines of Northame- 
naval and military ftores. | mpg 

Admiral Gambier, who fucceeded laird Howe yee 
in the command of the Britifh fleet on the Ame- Sa pip 
rican coaft, was recalled in the fpring of the wes can 
prefeut year, and in the month of April refigned fr G. Col- 
the command to fir George Collier. his brave sh 
and zealous officer, who now teheedied to the 
command of the Britifh navy in North America, 
had been employed on the Halitax ftation from 
the commencement of the war, In the Rainbow 
of forty-four guns he made one of a convoy which 
efcorted a fleet of tranfports with the firft divifion 
of the Heffian troops, and a detachment of the 
guards, to America, inthe year i776. This fleet 
arrived at Sandy Hook in Augnft of that year, 

a little before general Howe began his operations 
again{t the provincials ; and foon after their defeat 
on Long Ifland fir George Collier received orders 
to repair to Halifax and take the command of his 
majefty’s fhips upon that important flation, in the 
room of commodore Arbuthnot, who was recalled. 
On this ftation he continued until the fpring of 
the prefent year, and during the whole time of 
his perpoiees diftinguifhed himfelf as a brave, 
zealous, active, enterprifing, and vigilant officer. 
The timely relief of Fort Cumberland, at the head 
of the bay of Fundy, which was invefted by the 
provincials from the eaftern parts of Maflachufets 
Bay, foon after his arrival at Hallifax: ‘he 
capture of the Hancock of thirty-four guns 
and two hundred ‘and ninety men, command- 
ed by commodore Manley, the largeft of a 

fleet 
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Boften to annoy the trade on the coaft of Nova 
Scotia, and the Britifh fifhery on the Banks of 
Newfoundland: Whe driving off and difperfing 
the provincials, who in {mall veffels had a fecond 
time made a defcent near St. John’s Riverin Nova 
Scotia ; and, at a fubfequent period, the deftrudcti- 
on of the provifions, clothing, and military ftores, 
which with great pains they had collected at Ma- 
chias, in the eaftern parts of Maffachufets Bay, for 
accomplifhing their favourite obje&, the invafion 
of Nova Scotia; and in the deftru&ion of thefe 
ftores, the defeating the defigns of the Americans 
againit that province: Vhe fcouring of the eaftern 
coafts of New England with his cruifers, keeping 
them ina conflant flate of alarm, and taking their 
privateers, running up their rivers with his fhips, 
appearing before their towns and fhewing the 
practicability of a bombardment in cafe their 
hoftile conduct fhould demand fuch a punifhment, 
and thereby convincing them that it was their in- 
terelt to be quiet, and not farther moleft the 
peaceable inhabitants of Nova Scotia: The num- 
ber of prizes carried into Hallifax, and of Britith 
veflels retaken from the enemy when they were 
upon the point of carrying them into their own 
ports: ‘Thc trade of Nova Scotia protected, and 
the fifhery in the gut of Canfo fecured againft 
moleftation: ‘Thefe are but a few of the many 
meritorious fervices performed by this officer 
during his command at Halifax, for which, on 
more than one occafion, he received the thanks of 
the colony conveyed to him through the governor, 
counfel, and aflembly. 

From fuch a line of ufeful and active fervice fir 
George was called to New York to take the com- 
mand of the Britifh fleet on the North American 
{tation ; and not long after his arrival an expedi- 

tion 
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tion to the Chefapeak in Virginia, was concerted © i 


between him and fir Henry Clinton, the comman- 
der in chief of the army. By t the exports. of 
tobacco from the Chefapeak, the credit of congrefs 
with foreign nations was principally, if not wholly, 
fupported ; and by the inland navigation of that 
bay large quantities of falted provifions, the pro- 
duce both of Virginia and North Carolina, were 
conveyed to the middle colonies for the fubfiftence 
of the American army. The eftablifhment of a 
permanent poft in Virginia, in fuch a fituation as 
to obftruct the commerce of the Chefapeak, both 
foreign and domeftic, was an objec of the utmoft 
importance. But the feeble {tate of the army 
would not admit of a fuffictent force to be detach- 
ed for that purpofe. A defultory expedition to 
interrupt the commerce of the bay for a few weeks, 
and to deftroy fuch magazines, whether of provi- 
fions, merchandife, or naval and military ftores, 
as were acceflible, was all the commander in chief, 
under the prefent fituation of affairs, could con- 
fent to. A detachment from the army, confifting 
of the grenadiers and light infantry of the guards, 
the forty-fecond regiment, a regiment of Heflians, 
and the royal volunteers of Ireland, witha detach- 
ment of artillery, amounting in the whole to one 
thoufand eight hundred men, under the command 
of brigadier-general Matthew, was afligned for 
this purpofe, and embarked on board tranfports. 
The commodore, in the Raifonable of fixty-four 
guns, attended by the Rainbow, Otter, Diligent 
Haarlem floop, and Cornwallis galley, and fome 
private veffels of war, undertook to convey them, 
and to condu& in perfon the uaval part of the ex- 
pedition. ‘The troops being embarked, the fleet, 
with a favourable wind, paifed the bar at Sandy 
Hook on the fifth, and deere between the Capes 
of Virginia on the eighth of May. The Otter 
floop 
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the Chefapeak, and the reft of the fleet, with the 
tran{ports, on the following morning proceeded to 
Hampton Road, a large bafon of water formed by 
the confluence of Elizabeth, Nanfemond, and 
James rivers. Some miles above its mouth kliza- 
beth River is feparated into two branches, one. 
called the ealtern, and the other the weftern 
branch, and below the confluence of thefe branches, 
on the eaftern fide, once ftood Norfolk, the prin- 
cipal commercial town in Virginia, and oppofite 
to it, on the weltern fide, Portfmouth, a place of 
fome trade, which, although not equal to Norfolk, 
was annually increafing, and in time threatened 
to rival it. A little above thefe, upon a point of 
land intervening between two of the branches of 
the river, was Gofport, where the government of 
Virginia, fince the commencement of the war, had 
eftablifhed a marine yard, and collected an im- 
menfe quantity of timber for fhip building. As 


a defence for this yard and the adjoining docks, 


they had with great labour and expence conftruct- 
ed a fort upon the bank of the river, about half a 
mile below Portfmouth, which towards the water 
was already finifhed and mounted with cannon ; 
the walls of which confifted of an outward cafe 
of logs of timber ftrongly dove-tailed together, 
with the intermediate fpace filled up with hard- 
rammed earth, being fourteen feet in height, and 
fifteen feet thick. 

~ Portfmouth was the place which the comman- 


ders on this expedition propofed to occupy; and 


the reduction of the fort was of courfe the firft 
thing to be attempted. As the Raifonable, from - 
her ‘great draught of water, could proceed no 
higher than Hampton Road, the commodore fhift- 
ed his broad pennant on board the Renown; and 


on the morning of ‘the thirteenth of O@ober the 


whole 
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whole fleet, except the P.cifonable, got under way, C HAP. 


and entered the mouth of Elizabeth River. ‘The 
ebbing of the tide foon obliged the fhips to 
come to an anchor, but the troops being embarked 
on board ,the boats, proceeded, and effected a 
landing under cover of the Cornwallis galley, and 
fome gun-boats, about three miles below the fort, 
at-a place called the Glebe, the firft divifion at 
two in the afternoon and the fecond before fun-fet. 


-Nojoppofition was made to their landing, except 
san ineffectual cannonade from the fort, which was 


toodiftant to do any mifchief. 1t was propofed 
that the troops fhould, on the following morning, 


“ftorm>the fort on the land fide, where the fortifi- 


cations were yet unfinifhed, whilft the Rainbow 


-fhould move up and batter it from the water: But 


a forward movement of the troops having been 
made that fame evening as foon as the fecond di- 
vifion had landed, the provincial garrifon, fearful 
of being furrounded, and having their retreat cut 
off, haftily evacuated the fort, leaving behind all 
the artillery,ammunition, baggage and {tores. Such 
was their trepidation, that they did not even wait 
to ftrike the American flag, but left it flying. 
General Matthew having thus eafily pofleffed him- 


_felf of the fort, took. a ftrong pofition with the 


army between Portfmouth and the country, the 
right wing reaching to the fort, the left to the 
fouth branch of Elizabeth River, and the centre 
covered in front by animpenetrable fwamp. De- 
tachments were fent to Norfolk and Gofport; and 
all the veffels in Elizabeth River, except fuch as 
were burnt by the provincials. before their retreat, 
with an immenfe quantity of naval and military 
ftores, merchandife, and provifions, were either 
taken or deftroyed by the Britifh troops. Detach- 
ments were alfo fent to Kemp’s Landing, in Princefs 
Ann country, and to the town of Suffolk in Nan- 

femond 
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CHAP. femond county, and at each of thefe places, parti- f 
'  cularly the latter, an immenfe quantity of provi- = | 
1779. fions and ftores of all forts, with fome veffels rich- 


ly laden, were either taken or deftroyed. 7 
The Otter floop, and the privateers which went | 
up the Chefapeak, were alfo fuccefsful, and took a | 
number of prizes. In the meantime the fort was 
demolifhed, and the marine yard burnt, with all 
the timber it contained. Thefe fervices being 
performed, the troops were re-embarked ; and the 
whole fleet, with the prizes, having quitted Vir- | 
ginia, arrived at New York before the end of the 
month, having been abfent only twenty-four days 
The damage done to the provincials was aftonifh- : 
ingly great, and has been eftimated at half a mil- 
lion fterling. The Americans themfelves, before 
their flight from Portfmouth, fet fire to a fhip of 
war of twenty-eight guns belonging to congrefs, 
and ready for launching ; and alfo to two French 
merchantmen in the river, one loaded with bale 
goads, and the other with a thoufand hogfheads of 
tobacco. Befides thefe, eight other thips of war, 
in different forwardnefs upon the ftocks, and fe- 
veral merchantmen were burnt by the, Britith 
troops ; and exclufively of all other loffes, the 
number of veflels alone which were taken or de- 
ftroyed, during this fhort expedition, amounted to 
one hundred and thirty-feven. 
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Reduction of two ftrong Pofts-on Hudfon’s River— 
Expedition againft Conneéticut— Ravages - Mur- 
murs in Conneéticut—Fort Stoney Point furprifed 
by General Wayne—Stoney Point evacuated by the 
Americans— Again poffeffed by the Briti{h—Bri- 
tifh Settlement in Penobfcot—Attacked in vain by 
the Americans— Reinforcement brought to the Bri- 
tifh Army by Admiral Arbuthnot, who fucceeds 
Sir George Collier in the Command of the Navy— 
American Incurfions tnto the Country of the Indi- 
ans—Ilncurfions of the Indians into the American 
Settlements. 


SREVIOUSLY to the arrival of the fleet from 
Virginia, fir Henry Clinton had made pre- 
parations for attacking two ftrong polts on Hud- 
fon’s River, about fixty miles above New York, 
which the provincials were then fortifying. ‘Vhefe 
were the important pofts of Verplank’s Neck and 
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Stoney Point, on oppofite fides of the river, com- | 


manding the paflage at King’s Ferry, which was 
the moft dire&t and convenient courle of commu- 
nication between the northern and middle colo- 
nies. To gain thefe pofts was an object of fome 
confequence, as, by tlre lofs of them, the provin- 
cials, in order to maintain an intercourfe between 
the provincials on the eaft and weft fides of Hud- 
{fon’s River, would be obliged to make a circuit 
of more than fixty miles through the mountains. 
A detachment from the army at New York was al- 

ready 
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C HAP. reaay embarked on board of tranfports, and thefe | 
a. being joined by the tranfports with the troops . | 
1779. from Virginia, the whole, on the thirtieth of | 

May, proceeded up the North River, under the 
direction of fir George Collier, who, as well as 
the commander in chief of the army, accompani- 
ed this expedition. The principal divifion of the 
army, under major-general Vaughan, was landed 
on the eaftern fide of the river, about feven miles | 
below Fort Fayette, on Verplank’s Neck, andthe | 
commander in chief, with the other, proceeded 
onward within three miles of Stoney Point, 
where, on the weftern fide of the river, that di- 
vifion was landed alfo. Stoney Point, by its high 
and commanding fituation, is a place of great 
natural ftrength; but, as the works were yet un- 
finifhed, the provincials were afraid to rifquean | 
aflault, and quitted it as foon as the Britifh fleet | 
appeared in view, having firft fet fire to a block- 
houfe which they were conftructing upon the 
fummit of the eminence. It was taken poffeffion 
of towards the evening, and fome heavy cannon 
and mortars were immediately landed from the 
fleet. Thefe were with much labour dragged up 
the hill during the night; and fuch expedition 
was ufed under the direction of major-general 
Pattifon, of the artillery, to whom this fervice 
was committed, that, by five the next morning, 
a battery of cannon and mortars from the fummit 
of Stoney Point opened upon Fort Fayette on 
the oppofite fide of the river. Fort Fayette was 
a {mall but complete work, inclofed. with palli- 
fades, a double ditch, chevaux de frize, and ab- 
batis, and had a block-houfe in the centre, which 
was bomb-proof; but as it was commanded by 
the fuperior height of Stoney Point, the canno- 
nade from the latter, as well as from the gallies 
and .armed veflels upon the river, foon made a 
fenfible 
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fenfible impreffion. During the cannonadeit wasin- CLA P. 
vefted by general Vaughan on the fide towards the | gj 
country, and the gallies being fo ftationed as to 
prevent an efcape by water, the garrifon, furroun- 
ded in every quarter, furrendered as_prifoners 
of war, without ftipulating for any other condi- 
tion than a promife of good ufage. And thus 
thefe two important pofts were gained with the 
trifling lofs of only one man wounded. Orders 
were given for completing the fortifications at 
Stoney Point; and garrifons having been appoint; 
ed for both the forts, the fleet, with the reft of 
the troops, fell down the river, and returned to 
New York. 

Soon afterwards an expedition was planned Expedition 
againft the province of Connecticut, which, 220%. 
abounding with men as well as provifions, was acut. 
principal fupport to the American army. One 
purpole of this expedition was to convince the 
people of Connecticut that their province was 
not inacceflible, and that it was owing only to the 
forbearance of the Britifh government, which ra- 
ther wifhed to reclaim than to punith, that their 
country had not experienced the calamities and 
devaftations of war; and another object was, to 
oblige general Wathington to quit his frong fitu- 
ation upon the North River, and defcend into the 
low country for the defence of the fea-coaft. On 
the fourth of July the tranfports, with the troops 
deftined for this expedition, which amounted to 
two thoufand fix hundred men, weighed anchor 
at the entrance into the found, and proceeded to- 
wards New Haven, the capital of Connecticut. 

The command of the land force was given to 
major-general Tryon; and the commodore, in 
the Camilla frigate, accompanied by the Scorpion, 
floop, Halifax brig, and Huflar galley, efcorted 
the tranfports, and took upon himfelf their direc- 

tion. 
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CHAP. tion. At fome diftance below the town of New. _ 
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Haven, brigadier-general Garth, of the Guards, 
difembarked with the fir't divifion of troops, and 
notwithftanding a continued oppofition from the 
inhabitants during a march of feven miles, which 
he was obliged to make in order to pals the head 
of a creek, he at laft forced his way and took 
poffeflion of the town. Major-general Tryon, 
with the fecond divifion of the troops, landed on 
the oppofite fide of the harbour, and took poffef- 
fion of a fort upon the heights, by the guns of 


‘which the harbour was commanded. A commu- 


nication was opened between the two divifions of 
the army; and brigadier general Garth remained 
in poffedion of the town during the night. All 
the artillery, ammunition, and public {tores,. and 
all the veffels in the harbour, were either taken 
or deftroyed; but the town itfelf was faved, and 


_ private houfes as much as poflible exempted from 


plunder. ‘This was a degree of lenity which the 
conduct of the inhabitants fcarcely merited ; for 
befides the oppofition made to the troops in their 
march to the town, they were annoyed from the 
windows, even after they had poffeffion of it; 
and feveral of the centinels placed at private 
houfes to prevent plunder were wounded upon 
their pofts. On the following day, after a pro- 
clamation calling upon the inhabitants to return 
to their allegiance, in which cafe they were pro- 
mifed protection, fupport, and encouragement, 
and denouncing vengeance and punifhment if 
they fhould till perfift in a rebellious oppofition 
to the mother-country, had been diftributed, and 
after the fort was difmantled, the troops were re- 
embarked and left New Haven. 

From New Haven the fleet proceeded to Fair- 
filed, where the troops were again landed. Herea 
refiftance and oppofition were experienced more 

obftinate 
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obftinate and inveterate than at New avec OM & F: 
And as the lenity and forbearance fhewn at the j 
laft of thefe Sects feemed to have produced no 
effect, the prefent was thought a fit moment to 
give an example of feverity. At Fairfield not 
only the public ftores of all forts, with the veffels 
im the harbour, were either taken or deftroyed, 
but the town itfelf was laid in afhes. As the fleet 
and troops proceeded in fulfilling the purpofes of 
the expedition, the oppofition which they met 
with feemed to increafe with the extent of their 
progrefs: Norwalk, therefore, and Greenfield, 
at each of which places the troops were fucceflively 
landed, fhared the fame fate as the town of Fair- 
field. A defcent at New London, which was a 
rendezvous for privateers, was the ultimate ob- 
ject of the expedition; but as a greater oppofiticn 
was expected there than at either of the other 
places, it was thought neceflary to obtain a fur- 
ther fupply of ammunition and a reinforcement 
of troops before they made the attempt *. For 
this purpofe the fleet returned to Huntington Bay 
in Long Ifland, and the commodore proceeded to 
Frog’s Neck, to confer with the commander in 
chief of the army on the fubject of their future 
operations. 

During this fhort expedition, which had lafted 
only nine days, the injury fultained by the inha- 
bitants of Connecticut in the lofs of property both 
public and private, was very confiderable: But 
notwithftanding the conflagration of fo many 
towns on the fea-coaft, general Wafhington could 
not be prevailed upon to abandon his ftrong fitua- 
tion in the neighbourhood of the North River. 
His apparent apathy, and that of the congrefs, 


1779: 


* The lofs of the Britihh troops in this expedition was 20 
killed, 96 wounded, and 32 mifling. 


8 with 
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CHAP. with refpec&t to Connecticut, produced mutmurs 
XI. amongft the inhabitants, which at length broke 
1779, forth into open complaints.’. Some of the princi- 
pal inhabitants, confidering protection and allegi- 
ance to be reciprocal duties, began to think of 
withdrawing their fubjection from a power which 
feemed to neglect them in their diftrefs, and of 
making terms with the Britifh commanders for 
themfelves. Such certainly was the import of the 
intelligence from Connecticut communicated to 
fir Henry Clinton, about the prefent period ; and 
the conference between him and the commodore 
at Frog’s Neck, was on the fubject of this intel- 
ligence, and with a view of arranging matters, fo 
that the intended expedition againft New London 
might ferve to imprefs the inhabitants more 
{trongly with thofe fentiments which they had al- 
ready begun to entertain. >>. 

But, whilft the Britihh commanders were thus 
devifing meafures for improving the difpofition 
which had manifefted itfelf in Connecticut, ge- 
neral Wafhington had already atchieved an enter- 
prife which difconcerted all their prefent defigns 
againit that province, and called their attention to 
a different quarter. ‘This was the furprife of the 
fort at Stoney Point, which was taken by affault 
in the night of the fifteenth of July. As the 
Americans had been but lately difpofleffed of this 
pott, itis prefumable that they were well acquaint- 
ed with all the acceflible approaches which led to 
it, as well as with thofe parts of the works which 
were moft affailable. But even with thefe advan- 
tages it was an enterprife of difficulty and danger , 
and the American general Wayne, who conducted 
it, deferved great praife for his gallantry and good 
conduct, as did the troops which he commanded 
for their bravery. ‘Thefe being divided into two 
columns, entered the works in oppofite quarters, 

and. 
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and. met in the centre of them about one in the CHAP, 
morning of the.fixteenth of July. The furprife XEXI, 
was not fo complete but that refiftance was made; 1779 
and the lofs in killed and wounded was nearly 
equal on both fides. Lieutenant-colonel Jchnfon 
ot the feventeenth regiment commanded the 
b.iuth garrifon, which confifted of the feven- 
teenth regiment, the grenadier company of the 
feventy-firft, a company of the regiment of loyal 
Americans, .and a detachment. of artillery, 
amounting in the whole to about fix hundred men, 
Of thefe one hundred and fifty-two were either 
killed or wounded, and the reft, with their com- 
mander, were made prifoners. The force under 
general Wayne has not been afcertained; but, 
from the number of corps of which it confifted, 
it may be fuppofed to have amounted to fifteen 
hundred, all of them chofen men. 
The condutt of the. Americans upon this occa- 
fion was highly meritorious ; for they would have 
been fully juftified in putting the garrifon to the 
{fword: Not one man of which was put to death 
but in fair combat. Colonel Johnfon’s conduct 
was moft defervedly and juflly cenfured. j 
The plan formed by general Wafhington for 
thefe operations on the North River comprehend- 
ed Fort Fayette as well as Stoney Point. Both 
were to have been attacked the fame night; but 
the detachment under the American general How, 
which was fent againft Fort Fayette, did not ar- 
tive in time. Still, however, it was advancing ; 
and, to favour the attack, general. Wayne, as 
foon as he poffeffed himfelf of Stoney Point, 
turned the cannon of that garrifon again{t Fort 
Fayette, where lieutenant-colonel Webfter com- 
manded, with a garrifon confifting of the thirty- 
third regiment, part of the regiment of loyal 
Neate M Americans, 
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CHAP. Americans, a detachment from the feventy-firft 
XXXI. yeoiment, and another of royal artillery. 

NE a IR : Paes 
1779, _ intelligence of the capture of Stoney Point, and 

d 3 Al ’ 
the danger of Fort Fayette on Verplank’s Neck, 
having been brought to fir Henry Clinton juft 
after his conference with fir George Collier, the 
expedition againft New London was for the pre- 
fent laid afide, the tranfports and troops were re- 
called from the Sound, and the army made a for- 
ward movement to Dobb’s Ferry, on the North 
River. ° Brigadier-general Stirling, with a detach- 
ment, was fent up the river in tran{ports, to the 
affiftance of Neutenant colonel Webfter: and the 
commander in chief, with a greater force, foon 
afterwards followed, from an expectation that ge- 
neral Wafhington might be tempted to quit his 
faftnefles, andrifque an engagement for the poffef- 
fion of Stoney Point. But this was not general 
Wafhington’s intention ; and therefore, when in- 
telligence was received of a Britifh reinforcement 
advancing up the North River, orders were given 
Stoney for evacuating Stoney Point, which was done after 
Hoel as many of the works had been deftroyed as the 
the Ameri- time would permit. In the mean time lieutenant- 
cans. . colonel Webfter defended his poft on Verplank’s 
_ Neck with prudence and bravery. To the can- 
nonade from Stoney Point he returned not a fhot, 
as it would have been ufelefs and ineffectual : But, 
againit the provincials under general How, who 
were advancing to attack him on the other fide, 
every effort was made that could prevent their 
fuccefs; and, before they were able to make any 
impreflion upon the fort, the arrival of brigadier- 
general Stirling with his detachment, put an end 
Again pot- to their hopes, and obliged them to retreat. ‘The 
ee polit at Stoney Point was again taken pofleffion 
me" of; and upon the arrival of the commander in 
chief, orders were ifflued for repairing the works. 
A larger 
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A larger garrifon was affigned for its defence, and C vas 9 


brigadier-general Stirling was. appointed to com- 
mand it. As it was now apparent that general 
Wathington did not. mean to quit his fecure pofi- 
tion in the high lands for the fake of contefting 
the pofleffion of Stoney Point, the tranfports were 
ordered to fall down the river, and the troops 
returned to their former quarters. _ 

Scarcely had fir George Collier reached New 


York, on his return from accompanying fir Henry 


Clinton upon this expedition, when he received 
intelligence that a fleet of armed veffels, with 
tranfports and troops, had failed from Bofton to 


attack a Britifh poft, which general Maclean was 


then endeavouring to eftablifh at Penobfcot, in 
the eaftern part of the province of Maffachufet’s 
Bay. Orders were immediately iffued for getting 


in readinefs fuch of his Majelty’s fhips as were 


then at New York; and on the third of Auguft 
the commodore in the Raifonable, accompanied 
by the Greyhound, Blonde, Virginia, Camilla, 
Galatea, and Otter floop, failed from thence for 
the relief of the garrifon at Penobfcor, . 
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In the month of June general Francis Maclean, pritim fer. 
who.commanded the king’s troops in Nova Scotia, tlement in 


with a detachment of fix hundred and fifty men 
from the feventy-fourth and eighty-fecond regi- 
ments, embarked in tranfports, and, efcorted by 
three floops of war, arrived in the bay of Pe- 
nobfcot, in order to form a fettlement, and efta- 
blifh a poft which might not only ferve to check 
the incurfions of the provincials into Nova Scotia, 
but be the means of obtaining a conftant fupply 
of fhip timber, with which the neighbouring 
country abounded, for the ufe of the king’s yards 


_ at Halifax and other places, ‘he bay of Penob- 
{cot is about feven leagues in breadth at the 


moyth, and feventeen leagues in length, termi- 
M 2 * ‘nating 


Pcnobfcot. 
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CHAP. nating where the river Penob‘cot empties itfelf 
XXI. tnto the head of it; and the lands all round were 


17 


13 


then covered with wood, {carcely any fettlements 
having been made upon them. About nine miles 
below the mouth of Penobfcot river, on the ealft- 
ern fide of the bay, isa fmall but convenient har- 


‘our, which {till retains its ancient Indian name 


of Majabagaduce; and a peninfula, or point of 
land, forming one’ fide of that harbour, was the 
fpot fixed upon by general Maclean for erecting a 
fort to protect the fettlement. The land was firft 
to be cleared of the wood that grew upon it, 
which was a work of great labour and difficulty. 
This being done, the outlines of a fort were 
marked out, which was intended to be of a fquare 
form, with a baftion at each angle, inclofing a 
fpace of ground capacious enough to admit of a 
cavalier or block houfe in the ‘centre, with bar- 
racks for the men, and apartments for the off- 
cers; and every exertion was made to get this 
work in forwardnefs, which was to ferve for their 
futute defence. 

In the mean time, intelligence of what was do- 
ing at Penobfcot having been carried to Bolton, 
the executive government of Maffachuiet’s Bay 
determined to fit out an armament with the ut- 
mott difpatch, in order to obftruét or finally ruin 
the fettlement. An embargo was immediately 


- Jaid upon all the fhipping in Botton harbour, and] 
bounties were offered to fuch perfons as would 


engage in the Penobfcot expedition. By fuch 
means a fquadron was foon got in readinefs, which 
confifted of nineteen armed fhips and brigantines, 
the largeft carrying thirty-two, and the fmalleft 
ten guns. To thefe were added twenty-feven 
tranfports, having: on board three thoufand 
troops; the fleet being under the direction of 
commodore Saltonftall, and the troops under the 
| : “+ command 


at a place which had been thought inacceflible ; 
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command of general Lovel. Againft fo confide- 
rable a force it was thought that general Maclean, 
with his handful of men, could not long defend 
himfelf: “And upon the departure of the fleet, 
his furrender, and the ruin of the fettlement, 
were confidered by the people of Maffachufet’s 
Bay as events, of the completion of which no 
doubt could be reafonably entertained. 

Intelligence of the failing of this armament was 
brought to general Maclean on the twenty firft of 
July, only four days before its arrival at Penob- 
{cot. All that time, two of the baftions of the 
intended fort were not begun, and the other two, 
with the curtains, were in no part above five feet 
in height, and twelve in thicknefs. The ditch in 
moft parts was not more than three feet deep; no 
platform was laid, nor any artillery mounted. 
But upon thearrival of this alarming intelligence, 
all prefent thoughts of finifhing the fort were laid 
afide, and the troops were employed day and 
night on fuch works as were immediately necefla- 
ry to fecure them again{t an aflault; a mode of 
attack which they had the greateft reafon to ap- 
prehend would be purfued by the enemy, in con- 
fequence of their very fuperior force. 

Although the provincials arrived in the bay of 
Penobfcot on the twenty-fifth of July, they were 
unable to effect a landing until the twenty-eighth. 
The three floops of war, under the direction of 
captain Mowat, being fo ftationed as to command 
the mouth of the harbour, prevented the provin- 
cial fleet from entering and effecting a landing on 
that fide of the peninfula; and on the other fide 
the natural fteepnefs and ruggednels of the fhore 
rendered it an enterprife of difficulty and danger. 
At length, however they effected their purpofe 
before day in the morning of the twenty-eighth, 


and 
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attacked in 
vain by the 
Americans. 
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CHAP. and on the thirtieth opened a batrery againft the 
R&XI. works, at the diftance of feven hundred and fifty 
segue yards. From the inceffant labour ofthe garrifon, 
during the interval between the twenty-firft and 
thirtieth of July, the gorge of one of the unfinith- 
ed baftions was filled up with logs of timber ; and 
the other, containing the well which fupplied the 
garrifon with water, was furrounded with a work 
of fafcines and earth, ten feet. thick; platforms 
were laid, and artillery mounted ; a fort of che- 
vaux de frize was carried round the fort ; and the 
whole inclofed with an abbatis; fo that by the 
time the enemy had opened their battery, general 
Maclean and his garrifon thought themfelves tole- 
rably prepared to refift an affault. The enemy's 
fleet made frequent attempts to enter the harbour, 
but were conftantly repulfed by the fire from the 
fhips of war, and a battery erected to fupport 
them on fhore. The provincial land force, never- 
thelefs, continued to make approaches, and erect 
new batteries; and a brifk cannonade was Kept 
up between them and the garrifon for near a fort- 
night. Frequent {kirmifhes too happened without 
the fort, the garrifon being under the neceflity of 
preferving a communication with the fhipping and 
battery which covered it. - On the twelfth of Au- 
guft intelligence was conveyed to general. Maclean 
bya deferter, that on the following day an affault 
was to be made on the fort, and an attack upon 
the fhips of war at the fame time; and every ne- 
ceflary preparation was made by the general for 
repelling them. But the approach of the {quad- 
ron under fir George Collier, as it afterwards ap- 
peared, prevented the provincials from executing 
their intention; and, on the morning of the 
fourteenth, the garrifon, to their great furprife, 
difcovered that the works had been evacuated 
during the preceding night, and that the provin- 
cial 
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cial troops, with the greateft part of the cannon, CA P. 


. 5 p06 
were re-embarked on board the thips. The caufe ae. 
of this fudden retreat was then unknown to the 449, 


garrifon; but by ten in the forenoon the appear- 
ance of the Britifh fquadron ftanding up the bay 
quickly unveiled the myftery. The provincial 
fleet appeared to be in diforder; and for foine 
time the commanders feemed undetermined what 
to do. At length an ignominious flight took 
place; every one endeavouring to provide for his 
own fafety, and none daring to wait the fhock of 
the Britifh fquadron. Two of the. provincial 
armed fhips endeavoured to get to fea by pafling 
round Long Ifland, which lies in the middle of 
the bay ; but they were foon intercepted, the firft 
being taken, and the other run a-fhore and blown 
up by her crew. The reft of their fleet, with the 
tranfports, fled in the utmoft confufion to the 
head of the bay, and entered the mouth of Pe-, 
nobfcot river. They were purfued by the Britith 
{quadron. By this difgraceful flight the provin- 
cials became expofed to a danger almoft as great 
as that which they had efcaped. They were land- 
ed in a wild uncultivated country, without provi- 
fions or any other neceffaries, and had to explore 
their way for more than an hundred miles through 
this pathlefs defert before they could reach a place 
from which fupplies might be obtained. In this 
forlorn and deftitute fituation mutual reproaches 
pafled between the feamen and landfmen; and 
each accufed the other of being the caufe of their. 
prefent misfortunes, A battle enfued, in which 
fifty or fixty were flain; and a mfch greater 
number, exhaufted with famine and fatigue, be- 
fore they could reach the fettled parts of the pro- 
vince, perifhed miferably in the woods. Such 
was the iffue of the provincial expedition againit 
the Britifh fettlement at Penobfcot; for the fuc- 

cefsful 
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CHA P. cefsful defence of which, under fo many difad- 
XXXL vantages, general Maclean is entitled to the 
1y79. greatelt praife. And in the progrefs and iflue of 
this expedition, we fee how much may be effected 
by avery inconfiderable force, when Britifh offi- 
cers act with zeal and unanimity in the fervice of 

their king end country*. 
Reinforce- i 
ment the total deitruGtion of the naval armament that 
por ua had been fent againft it, was the laft of thofe 
army by meritorious fervices performed by fir George 
admiral Ar- 


buthnot, 


who face he had the command of the Britifh fleet on the 

peal coaft of North America. On his return to New 

a thecom- York he found himfelf fuperfeded by the arrival 

mandofthe of admiral Arbuthnot from England with fome 

my fhips of war and a fleet of tranfports, bringing a 

reinforcement of troops, and a iupply of provifi- 

ons and ftores. To the admiral he refigned the 

command, and foon afterwards embarked for 
England. ' : 

The reinforcement brought by admiral Ar- 

buthnot had been long and impatiently expected 


by fir Henry Clinton, who, from the feeble flate 


of the army, was tinable, until its arrival, to en- 
gage in any enterprife of importance. Although 


* The lofs of the garrifon amounted to 70, killed, wounded, 
and miffing. “The lols on board the fleet was 15 killed and 
wounded. 

~The American fleet taken or deflroyed on this expedition 
was as follows :—= 

Warren of 32 guns, 18 and 12 pounders. Monmouth 24. 
Vengeance 24. *Pumam 22. Sally 22, blown up. Hampden 
20 guns, taken. Hector 20, blown up. Hunter, 18, taken. 
Black Prince 18; and Sky Rocket 16; blowa up. 

Brigs— Active 16 guns; Defence 16; Hazard 16; Diligence 
143 L'yrannicide 14; Providence floop 14; bloww ap. Spring 
Bird 12, burnt. Nancy 16, Rover te, taken. , Together with 
24 fail of thips and veilels, as tranfports, all burat. 


2 it 


The relief of the garrifon at Penobfcot, with 


Collier during the fhort but active period in which: 


a ee a ee 
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it was now late, the feafon for action was not yet CH A P. 
entirely over; but the appearance of the count cae ile 
d’Eftaing with his formidable fleet on the coaft of 1779: 
Georgia, intelligence of which, as wellas of his 
threatened attack againft New York, was broughit 
about this time, obliged the commander in chief 
to give up all thoughts of offenfive operations 
during the remainder of the campaign, and to 
concentre his force, that he might be prepared to 
meet the fhock which he was to expeét from a 
combined attack of the French by fea and the 
Americans by land. In this view Rhode Ifland 
was evacuated, and the garrifon withdrawn to 
New York. And in this refpect alone, by oblig- 
ing fir Henry Clinton to change his fyftem, and 
act upon the defenfive during the remainder of 
the camoaign, the expedition of the count d’Ef- 
taing to the coaft of North America, otherwife 
unfortunate, may be faid to have been ferviceable 
to the American caufe, ! 

Nothing elfe of moment happened upon the fea- 
coaft, except a bold and fuccefsful attack made potd attack 
by the American major Lee upon the Britifh poft bytheAme- 
at Paulus Hook, on the Jerfey fhore, oppofite to “ns 
New York, which, although it had no effe@ upon Hook. 
the general iffue of the campaign, neverthelefs 
merits notice, as it ferves to fhew how dangerous it 
is for the beft-difciplined troops to live in a fate of 
fecurity, even when oppofed to an enemy which 
they defpife ; and alfo as it affords one example 
out of raany how well the provincials were fur- 
nilhed with intelligence of every thing that paffed 
within the Britifh lines. Major Sutherland, who 
had the command of the poit at Paulus Hook, 
detached on the nineteenth of Augult a part of 
the garrifon to proceed on fome particular fervice, 
into the country ; and intelligence of this move- 
ment being Immediately communicated to major 


Lee, 
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CHA-P.Lee, who commanded fome provincials in the. 

ee neighbourhood, he refolved to avail himfelf of 

1779. the opportunity, which the abfence of a part of 

the garrifon afforded, to make an attempt upon 

the poft. The defign which he had formed was 

carried into execution the following night. Ad- 

vancing with three hundred men to the gate of 

the works, he was miftaken by the centinel for 

the officer who commanded the party that had 

marched into the country in the morning, and 

was fuilered to pafs, together with his detach- 

ment; and in fuch an unloldierly {tate of fecurity 

did he find the garrifon, that he feized.a block- 

houfe and two redoubts, before the alarm was 

given. Major Sutherland now threw himfelf into 

a redoubt, with fixty Heffians, and by keeping 

up an inceffant fire upon the provincials, foon 

obliged them to quit the poft, without their at- 

tempting to {pike up the cannon, or doing any 

injury to the works; and fo precipitately as to 

give occafion to fir Henry Clinton to remark, in 

his official difpatches, that their retreat was as 

difgraceful as their attack had been {pirited and 

well-condufted. They neverthelefs carried off 

with them about forty prifoners. It was not their 

intention to remain in pofieffion of the poft; the 

object of the attack being no other than to give 

fome eclat to the American arms, and to promote 

a fpirit of enterprife amongft the officers and fol- 
diers. : 

In the interior country the war of devaflation 
was ftill carried on between the provincials and 
Indians. Again(t the latter an expedition, of 
more than ordinary magnitude, was planned by 
the congrefs, to revenge the bloody incurfions of 
the preceding year. ‘The command of it was 
given. to major-general Sullivan ; and the force 

employed 
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employed amounted to five thoufand men. ‘With CHAP. 


_ this force, formed into two divifions, and accom- XXXT. 


panied by fome artillery and field-pieces, general |... 
Sullivan entered the Indian country. The Indi- Americans 
ans, feeing no profpe&t of being able to oppofe inion 
fuch a force, quitted their fettlements as he ap- country of 
proached them, and fled into other parts The ‘benders 
war of devaftation now commenced; and the 
barbarous favage had the mortification to find that 
the civilized inhabitant of the fea-coaft could out- 
do him in deliberate ats of mifchief. Eighteen 
of their towns were laid in afhes, and more than 
one hundred and fifty thoufand bufhels of corn 
were deftroyed: Their gardens were laid wafte: 
Even their fruit-trees were cut down; and nothing 
was fuffered to remain that could be fuppofed to 
afford them any fuftenance. But whilft the pro- tncurfions 
vincials were thus laying wafte the Indian towns, ° the In 
the Indians on their part were making inroads provincial 
into the provincial fettlements, and much mifchief #ttlements. 
was done en both fides. Revenge for an injury 
received is a point of honour which an Indian . 
never gives up: A fevere retribution was there- 
fore to be expected for the ravages committed by 
general Sullivan. ‘The Indians were irritated but 
not fubdued, and had not deigned to fue for 
peace: Whence it may be doubted whether this 
expedition was of any real utility. But if any 
benefit was derived from it, it was not equal to 
the expence which it coft, or the expectations 
which had been formed from it; and all who 
were concerned in planning it feem to have been 
difappointed. The congrefs was diflatisfied: Ge- 
neral Wafhington did not approve of the conduct 
of the expedition; and general Sullivan, foon 
after his return from the Indian country, refigned 
his employments in difguft, and retired from the 
public fervice. 

: This 
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This expedition was undertaken again{t the 
northern Indians, which border on the provinces 
of Penfylvania and New York. Similar expedi- 
tions were alfo fet on foot in the fouthern colo- 
nies again{t the Indians on their frontiers, which, 
although not fo expenfive as that of general Sul- 
livan, were proportionably more efficacious: And, 
during this fummer, both the northern and fouth- 
ern Indians fuffered a fevere chaltifement. 
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The Confederacy againft Great Britain yoined by 
Spain—French Attack on Yer fey---Repelled--- Na- 
val Tranfaction:---The combined Fleets of France 
and Spain threaten an Invafion of Great Britain 
---Engagement between Captain Paul ones and 
the Convoy of a Britifh Fleet from the Baltic--- 
Blockade of Gibraltar---Incurfion of the Americans 
into Weft Florida---Weft Fiorida reduced by the 
Spaniards-- The Spaniards attack the Britifb Log- 
wood-cutters in Honduras---Reduction of the Span- 
ifb Fort Omoa, the Key of the Bay of Honduras 
-.-Protettion afforded to the Britifh Commerce--- 
General Retrofpect of Britifh Affairs at the Con- 


clufion of 1779. 


ROM America we muft now pafs to Eu- CHA P. 

rope, where, through the intrigues of the XXXII. 
court of France, one power openly joined the ,,.0, 
confederacy againit Great Britain, and another, The con- 
her ancient and much-favoured ally, became fo federacy 


- bee . againft 
lukewarm in her attachment, that her friendfhip Great Bri- 
tain joined 
was no longer to be depended upon. ty es, 


When France firft determined to acknowledge 
the independence of the American colonies, and 
to enter into a treaty with them, Spain was folt- 


cited to join in it. But, however defirous this 


branch of the houfe of Bourbon, as well as the 
other, might be to reduce the power of Great 
Britain, the propofition was at that time rejected, 
very probably from an apprehenfion that Great 

Britain 
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Britain might be difpofed to retaliate by ftirring 
up a rebellion in the Spanifh colonies. ‘The court 
of France, neverthelefs, unceafingly continued 
its folicitations, which, in the fall of the preceding 
year, appear to have become effectual. The king 
of Spain, in the month of September of that year, 
interpofed fo far as to offer to mediate between the 
belligerent powers. 

However unfuitable, in point of impartiality, 
it might appear for one branch of the houle of 
Bourbon to undertake to mediate between another 
branch of the fame houfe and a third power, Great 
Britain neverthelefs accepted the mediation of 
Spain; and the propofals of the court of France, 
for putting an end to the differences which fub- 


filted between it and Great Britain, were prefent- 


ed'to the court of London by the Spanifh ambaf- 
fador. Thefe were found to be fo totally inad- 
miffible, as to create a fufpicion that the king of 
Spain had engaged in the mediation only for the 
purpofe of furnifhing himfelf with a pretext to take 
a part in the war; and they were inftantly reject. 
ed by the court of Great Britain. The king of 
Spain, in his character of mediator, now pre- 
fented other terms, as from himfelf, which he 
called ultimate propofals: But thefe were fo near- 
ly the fame in fubltance with thofe offered by the 
court of France, that they were equally inadmifii- 
ble. They were however rejeed with much. ci- 
vility ; and, in the anfwer delivered to the Span- 
ith ambaflador, a with was expreffed that nothing 
that had paffed might interrupt the harmony fub- 

fifting between Great Britain and Spain. 
Although it was generally underftood, long 
before the end of this negotiation, that, if it fail- 
edin efect, Spain was to become a party in the 
war ; yet no declaration of that nature was made 
for a confiderable time after the anfwer to his ul- 
‘ : timate 
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timate propofitions had been received by the king CHA P. 
of Spain. His preparations were not at that time ideal 
in a fufficient ftate of forwardnefs: And the ad- 
drefs of his minifters, in timing the proper mo- 
~ ments of interpofition, was as con{picuous as their 
general policy in fuffering him to be led into the , 
war was utterly reprehenfible. In the preceding 
year, the offer of mediation was not made until 
after the return of the fhips and troops that had 
been employed in America, during the late dif- 
putes between Spain and Portugal, and the arrival 
of the rich annual fleets, which bring home the 
treafures of Mexico and Peru. And, in the pre- 
fent year, the declaration which announced war 
was not delivered to the Britifh miniftry until it 
was morally certain, that the jun&ion of the 
French and Spanihh fleets, both of which were then 
‘at fea, could not be impeded. A momentary at- 
tention to dates will put this matter beyond a 
doubt. The French fleet failed from Breft on the 
fourth of June, and fteered for the coaft of Spain ; 
the Britith fleet being then, and for ten days af- 
terwards, in harbour. On the fixteenth of June 
the hoftile refcript was delivered to the Britith 
miniftry, which announced the determination of 
the Spanifh court to join with France in the war ; 
and on the twenty-fourth of the fame month a 
jun@ion was made between the French and Spaa- 
ifh fleets. Thus it is apparent, that the Spanifh 
miniftry delayed coming to an open rupture, un- 
til, from the certainty of uniting their naval force yw 
with: that of France, they had reafon to expect, 4 
not only to be able to protec their own trade 
from moleftation, but, by the magnitude of the 
combined fleets, to wreft the empire of the fea 
from the Britifh nation. 
To foreign powers the fituation of Great Eri- 
tain, at this critical moment, feemed beyond mea- 
fure 
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fure perilous. Thirteen of her colonies in open 


* infurreétion, and two powerful maritime ftates of 


Europe combined for her deftruétion, without a 


fingle ally difpofed to ftretch forth a helping arm, 


were, to them, certain indications of her ap- 
proaching downfall ; and they viewed the profpect 
with a malignant pleafure, or, at the leaft, with 
indifference. But it foon appeared that thofe who 
entertained fuch fentiments were not fufficiently 
acquainted with the extent of the national re- 
fources, or the firmnefs of the Britifh {pirit, which 
difdained tamely to yield to any hoftile combina- 
tion, however powerful. The union of Spain 
with France had for fome time been forefeen ; 
and the moft vigorous preparations were made to 
refit the impending ftorm. Gibraltar, where an 
attack was expected, was, in the fpring of the 


-year, reinforced with troops, and plentifully fup- 


plied with provifions, ammunition, and ftores. 
A fleet of tranfports, with a reinforcement of 
troops, and a large fupply of provifions and war- 
like {tores, under the convoy of admiral Arbuth- 
not, with a fquadron of fhips of war, was ready 
to fail for America by the beginning of May: And 
it was propofed, with the channel fleet, to block 
up the harbour of Brelt, fo as to prevent a junc- 
tion between the French and Spanith fleets, a 
meafure which it was fuppofed would be attempt- 
ed, as foon as Spain fhould throw off the mafk 
and declare for war. But unfortunate incidents 
frequently mar the beft-concerted defigns; and 
part of this arrangement was prevented from tak- 
ing place, and another confiderably impeded, by 
the confeguences of an unexpected atrack made 

upon the ifland of Jerfey. 
Whilft admiral Arbuthnot was proceeding 
down the channel with his convoy, on the fecond 
OF 
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of Mays he received intelligence of this attack, CHA P. 
and immediately failed, with part of the fquad- site one 
ron, for the relief of the ifland; leaving the reft, c] ee 
with the convoy, to proceed to Torbay, and wait 
his return. Upon his arrival off Guernfey he repelled. 
found that the French had been repulfed, and 
prevented from landing in Jerfey, and were re- 
turned to the coaft of France. And _as his affift- 

ance was no longer neceflary, he altered his - 
courfe, and failed fot Torbay to rejoin the con- 
voy. 

“Atbbaugit the Fretich had been repulfed, the 
expedition againft Jerfey was not abandoned. 
- The {mall fquadron which accompanied it, confift- 
ing of three, frigates, a cutter, and fome fmaller 
veffels, {till hovered on the coaft of France, wait- 
ing for an opportunity to renew the attack. But, 
during this interval, fir James Wallace in the Ex- 
periment, with the Pallas, Unicorn, Fortune, 
and Chabot brig, who had been fent in purfuit of 
it, got fight of the French {quadron, and drove it 
into Concalle Bay, where all.the fhips were run 
a-fhore under cover of a battery. Sir James Wal- 
lace was neverthelefs determined either to take or 
deftroy them. The Experiment was already fo 
near as to be confiderably annoyed by the bat- 
tery; .and the pilots refufing to take charge of 
her any farther, her brave commander, with the 
characteriftic boldnefs of a Britifh feaman, took 
the charge upon himfelf, laid her a-breaft of. the 
battery, and foon filenced it. ‘The French fhips 
were now abandoned by their crews, and boarded 
by the boats from the Britifh fquadron. The 
French cutter was fcuttled as fhe lay on the fhore, 
two of the frigates were burnt, and the third, 
with the fmaller veffels, was towed off in 
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triumph *, And by this gallant action the ifland 
of Jerfey was freed from all prefent apprehenfions 
of danger. 

The neceflary deviation from his courfe made 
by admiral Arbuthnot for the relief of Jerfey, al- 
though as little time as poflible was loft by it, was 
neverthelefs unfortunately, and without any blame 
to be imputed to him, the caufe of much fubfe- 
quent delay. His fleet, which had anchored in 
Torbay, was prevented from failing for near a 
month by contrary winds: And, when it did fail, 
the paflage became fo tedious, in confequence of 
the wefterly winds that prevail in the Atlantic in 
the latter part of the fummer, that he did not ar- 
rive at New York, as we have already feen, until 
the campaign was almoft over. Another confe- 
quence, that followed from this delay, was not 
lefs injurious. It was feared that, during the in- 
terval of detention, the French might -have be- 
come acquainted with the force under. admiral 
Arbuthnot, and the value of his: convoy, which 
was immenfe, and thence been tempted to form 
fome fcheme for attacking him on his paflage, and 
intercepting the convoy. ‘!o prevent the effect of 
fuch a fcheme, if it was formed, and for the 
greater fecurity of the convoy, ten fhips from the 
channel fleet. were detached, under admiral 
Darby, to accompany Arbuthnot a certain: dif- 
tance on his paflage: And the weakening of the 
channel fleet, by fending away fo confiderable a 
detachment, was the caufe of delaying the execu- 
tion of the plan for blocking up the harbour of 


* Ships and Veffels taken and deftroyed at Concalle Bay. 


La Danae, 34 guns, taken. Le Reclufe, 24 guns, burnt. 
La Valeur, 26 guns, burnt. Le Dieppe, 16 guns, fcuttled 
A. brig and two floops taken, and feveral fifhing boats, and 
ue other fmall craft, deftroyed. 


Breft. 
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Breft. The French did not fail to profit by the CHAP. 


delay : So eager were they to fend the Breft fleet MAXX 
to fea, that eight thoufand land-forces were em- ae. 


barked to fupply the want of fo many feamen; and 
with this kind of equipment it failed from Breft 
on the fourth of June. Count d’Orvilliers, who 
commanded it, had two objects in yiew: One 
was, to intercept the {quadron under admiral Darby 
in its return; and the other, to form a junétion 
with the Spanifh fleet. In the firft he failed, ad- 
miral Darby having returned in fafety to the chan- 
nel; but in the fecond he fucceeded, and joined 
the fleet of Spain on the twenty-fourth of June. 
The two fleets, when united, amounted to more 
than fixty fail of the line, with nearly an equal 
number of frigates; and foon after the jundtion 
they fteered for the Britifh channel. 

The Britifh fleet, under fir Charles Hardy, who 
was appointed to the command upon the refigna-. 
tion of admiral Keppel, was by this time alfo at 
fea. It confifted of thirty-eight fhips of the line, 
with fomething lefs than its due proportion of fri- 
gates, and-cruifed in that part of the fea which, in 
nautical phrafeology, is called the chops, or 
mouth, of the channel. The great fuperiority of 
the combined fleet, in the number of fhips, guns, The com- 
and men, feemed to jullify the forebodings of Dred Beets 
thofe who prognolticated the ruin of the Britifh and Spain 
empire; and, to add to the dangers of the prefent shea" 
moment, preparations were made on the French Great Bris 
coaft, and an invafion of Great Britain was threat- ‘*"- 
ened under cover of the combined fleet. On the 
other hand, every precaution was taken by the 
Britifh government, which prudence fuggelted, 
for defeating the expected attack. A proclama- 
tion was iffued, ordering the cattle and draught- 
horfes to be driven from thofe parts of the fea- 
coaft'on which a landing fhould be effected ;, the 
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oa AP. militia was embodied; and numerous: cruifers 
Rapspacsk were flationed in the narrow feas, to watch the 
PN ee! » “ws , 4 5 ‘ 


1779: 


enemy’s motions. And thefe efforts of the go- 
wernment were nobly feconded by thofe of private 
individuals ; for fuch energy had the national fpi- 
rit acquired under the profpect of the difhculties 
that furrounded, and the dangers that threatened, 
that meetings were held in moft of the principal 
towns, and voluntary contributions made to raile 
men for the defence of the nation. | 

About the middle of Auguft, count d’Orvillt- 
ers, withthe combined fleet, pafled the Britifh 


fleet under fir Charles Hardy, in the mouth of 


the channel, without either fleet having difcovered 
the other, and proceeded on as far as Plymouth ; 
taking in the way the Ardent, a Britifh thip of 
war, on her paffage to join fir Charles Hardy. 
The count d’Orvilliers made no attempt to Jand, 
but continued for feveral days parading with the. 
combined fleet in fight of Plymouth, until a {trong 
ealterly wind fet in, and compelled him to quit 
the channel. As foon as this abated, he returned 
to the coaft of England, and. cruifed off the 
Land’s End, The fame eafterly wind had alfo 
driven the Britith fleet to fea; but, on the laft day 
ef Auguft, fir Charles Hardy regained his former 
ftation, and entered the channel in full view of 
the enemy, who did not attempt to moleft him. 
Fie now endeavoured to entice them into the nar- 


gower part of the channel, where their great fu- 


periority in number would have lefs availed them; 
and they followed him as high as Plymouth, but 
chofe to._proceed no farther. ‘Lheir crews were 
faid to be fickly ; their thips to be in bad condi- 
tion: And the feafon for equinottial gales was 
talt approaching, They therefore foon afterwards 
quitted the Englifh Channel, and entered the har- 


our of Breft. ‘hus all the apprehenfions which 


had 
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| had béén raifed weté quickly diffipated; And no- C HAP. 
| thing’ was done anfwerable to the mighty expecta- faite 
tiofis that had been formed from the union and co-. 59, 
operation of two fuch powerful fleets. Even dur- 
ing their cruife, commodore Johnftone, with a 
{quadron of Britith fhips, hovered on the coaft of 
France and kept it in alarm. ‘The trade of the 
enemy was every-where annoyed by the Britith 
cruifers, and their merchant-fhips taken, even 
at the eritrance of their harbours. On the other 
hand, the Britifh trade was lefs injured than in 
the preceding year: One of her homeward-bound 
fleets from the Welt Indies, confifting of one 
hund¥ed and twenty-five fail, arrived in fafety juft 
before the combined fleets entered the channel; 
and fcarcely had they left it, when another fleet 
from the Eaft Indies was equally fortunate. Sir 
Charles Hardy continued to cruife with the chan- 
nél fleet until it was late in the feafon: And, not- 
withftanding the apparent fuperiority of the ene- 
my, Great Britain, in effect, {till remained maf- 
ter of the fea. os 
The only one of the homeward-bound Britith 
ficets that feemed to be in any danger, was that 
from the Baltic, under the convoy of the Serapis, 
captain Pierfon, and the Countefs of Scarborough, 
captain Piercy, the firft a fhip of forty-four, end 
the other of twenty guns. ‘his fleet was attacked 
near Scatborough, on the northern coaft of En- 
eland, by a fquadron under the command of cap- 
tain Paul Jones, in the fervice of congrefs, a man 
of a favage and ferocious difpofition, hardened by 
his crimes, and rendered defperate by the fear of 
punifhment. Jones’s fquadron confifted of the Fngage- 
Bon Homme Nichard, a fhip of forty guns ; two fre cp. 
frigates, one of thirty-fix, and the other of thirty- tain Paul 
two guns; the Vengeance brig of twelve guns, Jones an¢ | 
and a cutter; and was ficted out from Port ofa Britith 
l’ Ovrient fleet from 
the Baltic. 
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l’Orient in the end of July; for the purpofe of in- 
tercepting the Britifh fleet from the Baltic. But 


by the good condué and perfevering bravery of 


captain Pierfon, the convoy was faved, although 
both of the king’s fhips were taken. As foon as 
the enemy was difcovered, a fignal was made for 
all the fhips of the convoy to run in fhore, and en- 
deavour to make a harbour, whilft captain Pierfon 
fet all the fail he could to get between them and 


the enemy; and as foon as he came near enough 


to difcover the fuperior force which he had to con- 
tend with, another fignal was made for the Coun- 
tefs of Scarborough to join him. Jones fhewed 
no backwardnefs to engage: He fteered diredtly 
for the Serapis, and brought-to within mufket- 
fhot of her larboard bow, about half after feven in 
the evening. An engagement immediately com- 
menced, and not more than two or three broad- 
fides were exchanged, when Jones attempted to 


board the Serapis; but he was foon repulfed, and _ 


obliged to fheer off. In a fecond attempt the two 
fhips became entangled, and dropped along-fide of 
each other fo clofe, that the muzzles of the guns 


touched the fides of the oppofite fhip. In this fi- . 


tuation the engagement was continued till half an 
hour after ten, during which the Serapis was fre- 
quently fet on fire by the combuttibles thrown into 
her from the Bon Homme Richard; and, in 
the confufion, a cartridge took fire, which, com- 
municating to others, blew up all the officers and 
men ftationed abaft the main maft, and rendered 
the guns in that quarter of the fhip totally unfer- 


viceable. Throughout the whole of the action, 


the Alliance, the largeft of Jones’s frigates, failed 
round, and, as opportunities offered, poured her 
broadfides into the Serapis; and, towards the 


conclufion of the engagement, coming under her. 


ftern, raked her fore-and-aft, and killed or 


wounded 
2 
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wounded fo many of her men, that captain Pier- CH A P. 
fon, feeing no profpect of being able to extricate aan 
the Serapis, thought it cruelty to his people 19779» 
longer to continue the action, and ftruck his co- 
lours. The Countefs of Scarborough, although 
fo much inferior in force, had engaged the Pallas, 
a French frigate of thirty-two guns, for nearly 
two hours, but was at length obliged to flrike; 
her rigging being cut to pieces, feven of her guns 
difmounted, four of her people killed; and twen-. 
ty badly wounded: And, to cut off all hopes of 
{uccefs from a further refiftance, jult before fhe 
ffruck, the other frigate came up on her larboard 
quarter, and was ready to join in the aftion. The 
carnage on board the Serapis was great: It 
amounted, according to the beft account that . 
captain Pierfon was enabled to give, to forty-nine 
killed, and fixty-eight wounded; but he had rea- 
fon to believe, although this was all the lofs which 
he was able to afcertain with precifion, that in 
reality it was much greater. His fhip too had fuf- 
tained very confiderable damage; and the main- 
ma{ft went by the board juft as the ftruck, But 
the fcene which prefented itfelf on board the Bon 
Homme Richard was horrible beyond defcription. 
Her quarter and counter on the lower deck were 
entirely driven in, and the whole of her guns on 
that deck difmounted. She was on fire in two 
different places; had feven feet of water in her 
hold; and her decks {treamed with the blood of 
the killed and wounded, which, according to 
captain Pierfon’s account, amounted to three 
hundred and fix, a number more than three- 
fourths. of her crew. Under fuch circumftances 
of accumulated horror and diftrels, none but a 
defperado would have continued the engage- 
ment; but their rufian commander was feen fe- 
veral times during the action without his pen 
an 
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CH AP. and with his fhirt-fleeves tucked up beyond hig el: 
XM. bows, running about the fhip, atid brandifhing a 
1779: naked cutlafs to keep his men at their quarters. 
~" Tohim, who, it feems, wasa native of Galloway 
yn Scotland, and who, it is faid, had, by his 
ctimes, forfeited his life to the laws of his coun- 

try, before he entered into the fervice of congrefs, 

it was eligible to fall in battle rather than by the 
hands of the executioner: But, to a commander 

of any humanity, the lives of the people entrufted 

to his care, are an object of the utimoft attention; 

and, to fuch a commander, refiftance appears un- 
juftifiable, after it becomes hopelefs. The iffue 

of the engagement in favour of the Bon Homme 
Richard may therefore be afcribed to the different 
eircumftances under which the two commanders 
acted, as much as to the dufparity of force. The 
damage done to the Bon Homme Richard was fo 

great that it could not be repaired; thé water 
gained upon her fo faft, that fhe funk in le’s than 

two days afterwards, with foie of her wounded 

men on board. By this engagement two of his 
majelty’s fhips were loft; but a valuable convoy 

were faved. ' ‘The brave refillance made by cap: 
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tain Pierfon gave the fhips of the convoy time to 
efcape; and enabled them to take fhielier in ihe 
different harbours on the fea-coa before they 
could be overtaken. | 
The declaration which announced hoftilities on 
the part of the Spanith nation was not made until 
évery thing had been previoufly prepared for ac- 
| ting with effect. The grand Spanith fleet had ei- 
ther failed, or was ready to fail: Troops were in 
motion to occupy the works at St. Roque, and 
inveft Gibraltar by land, whilft a naval force was 
i proceeding to block it up by fea: And orders 
a had been difpatched to thé governors of their fo- 
feign pofleflions to prepare them for the rupture. 
‘ : With 
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With the help of fuch previous arrangements it C HAP. 
was to be hoped, whilft Great Britain was embar- **X!L- 
rafled with the complicated operations of fo exten- Vb 
five'a war, that Spain might with eafe recover back 
fome of the poffeffions that had been wrefted from 
her in lefs aufpicious times; and Gibraltar in 
Europe, and the province of Weft Florida im 
North America, appear to have been marked out 
as the firft objets of attack. . 
General Elliot, that brave and gallant veteran, 
commanded at Gibraltar; and the garrifon had 
been largely reinforced. With fuch advantages, 
added to the natural ftrength of the place, the 
reduétion of it was thought impracticable, in any 
other way than by blockade: It was therefore in- 
velted both by fea‘and land; and the blockade Blockade of 
was formally notified to all the maritime powers Gibreltar- 
in amity with Spain, that they might not attempt 
to furnifh it with fupplies. But inthis refpect the 
Britifh miniftry had anticipated the views of Spain, 
and, under the apprehenfion of a rupture, had 
not only largely reinforced Gibraltar with troops, 
but plentifully fupplied it with provifions and 
ftores; fo that an attack upon a place of fuch 
ftreneth,; fo amply provided with every thing ne- 
ceflary to hold out againft a fiege, in which the 
enemy might unprofitably wafte their blood and 
treafure, was rather to be wifhed than regretted. 
It was far otherwife with Weft Florida, a pro- 
vince of large extent, thinly fettled, and defended 
by anincontiderable force. Its weftern extremity 
at a great diftance from Penfacola, the feat of the 
government, bordered on the Spanifh province of 
Louifiana, from which it was feparared only by 
the river Miffiffippi. Welt Florida was therefore 
peculiarly expofed to an attack, not only from its 
weak ftate of defence, but from its contiguity to 
the Spanifh territories. And Don Bernardo de 
Galves, 
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CHAP. Galves, the governor of Louifiana, having. been: 
UI ; at 6 

AER previoufly inftructed, had made all neceffary pre- 

1779: parations, and was ready to pafs the boundary, as 


foon as he fhould receive information of the com- 


mencement of holtilities, intelligence of which, it 
appears, was communicated to. him early in Au- 
guit, and long before it reached the governor of 

Welt Florida. _ 
Incurfions In the preceding year a predatory incurfion had 
ofthe Ames heen made into this province by a captain Willing, 
Welt Flori- 22 American partizan, who, from having. been a 
da, _ fettler upon the Mitliffipi, previous to the war, was 
well acquainted with the countries bordering upon 
that river. He fet out from Fort Pitt, and, de- 
{cending by the courfes of the Ohio and Mifliffip- 
pi, arrived at a Britifh fettlement in Welt Florida, 
called Manchac, at the confluence of the river 
Ibberville with the Miffifippi; and fuch was the 
weaknefs of this frontier fettlement, that with 
twenty-five men only he entered it, took by fur- 
prife a Britith merchant-fhip, mounting fixteen 
guns, that lay there loading with tobacco and 
indigo, and made himfelf mafter not only of that 
fettlement, but of fome others that adjoined it 
upon the river Amit. Some of the principal in- 
habitants made their efcape, and flying to Penfa- 
cola, applied to the governor for affiftance. At 
that time there were not more than five hundred 
regular troops in the province, a number not more 
that fufficient to garrifon Penfacola, and the fort. 
at Mobille; from which fervices none of them 
could be fpared. But the fuperintendant for In- 
dian affairs, having confented to permit a few of 
the hunters, who were attached to his department, 
to aflift the inhabitants of Manchac in the recove- 
“- ry of their poffeffions ; with this {mall reinforce- 
ment they returned, drove out the Americans, and 
te-poflefled themfelves of their former eftates and 
: habitations. 
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habitations. This irruption. of the Americans, C H tf ; 
together with the apprehenfion of the hoftile in- ge antes 
tentions of Spain, was the caufe of a reinforce. ,,,.. 
ment being fent to Penfacola in the beginning of 
the prefent year.’ It confifted of a regiment of 
Germans, and the Maryland and Penfylvania re- 
giments of provincials, under the command of 
brigadier-general John Campbell ; and the whole 
regular force of the province, after the junction of 
this detachment, amounted to about one thoufand. 
-eight hundred men. 

Soon after the arrival of general Campbell, he Wet Flow- 
detached lieutenant-colonel Dickfon, with five 5 oe 
hundred men, to build a fort near the mouth of the aiards, . 
Ibberville, for the defence of that part of the 
frontier. But, from various unexpected obftrudi- 
ons that occurred, the fort was not nearly finifhed. 
when Don Bernardo de Galves, about the end of 
Augult, entered the province with two thoufand 
men, having firft intercepted feveral veflels with 
fupplies for the fort, and taken every practicable 
precaution for preventing intelligence of his ope- 
rations from being carried to general Campbell. 

On the twelfth of September he approached Baton 
Rouge, where lieutenant-colonel Dickfon had 
taken poft with his detachment, and thrown up 
fome works that were yet unfinifhed, ‘The place 
was immediately invefted, and approaches were 
made and continued until the twenty-firft of Sep- 
tember, when a battery of heavy cannon was 
opened upon the works. Thefe, after an inceflant 
cannonade for three hours, were found to be unte- 
nable: A flag of truce was fent out with propo- 
fals; and a capitulation was finally entered into 
for the furrender of the poft. Honourable terms 
were obtained not only for the garrifon but the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring diftri€ts ; and in 
this manner the Britith fettlements upon the Mif- 

fifippi, 
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CHAP. fiffippi, from the Nat¢hes downward, were yield- 

ART ed’ to the crown of Spain. But this lofs was foon 

149, afterwards in part compenfated by an acquifition 

Auguit. made'in a different quarter. 

The Span It feems evident that the fame provifionary 

the Britith Orders for hoftilities had been fent to all the go- 

logwood- vernors of the Spanifh provinces that’ bordered 

Honduras, ON any Britifh fettlément ; for nearly at the fame 

time when Don Bernardo de Galves entered the 

province of Welt Florida, the Spanifh governor of 

Honduras made an unexpected attack upon the 

Britifh logwood-cutters, took many of them pri- 

foners, and expelled the reft from their principal 

fettlement at St. George’s Key. General Dalling, 

governor of Jamaica, who, in confequence of the 

rupture with Spain, was apprehenfive that fuch an 

attack would be made, had already difpatched 

captain Dalrymple, with a fmall detachment of 

the Irifh volunteers, to the mufquito fhore, to col- 

le€&t a force for the afliftance of the logwood- 

cutters in the Bay of Honduras, The tran{ports 

which conveyed this detachment, carried alfo a 

fupply of arms, ammunition, and ftores, and ar- 

rived at Black River on the Mufquito fhore on the 

twenty-feventh of September. ‘lhe fame day on 

which they arrived, intelligence was received of 

the attack made by the Spaniards on St. George’s 

Key ; and in confequence of this intelligence the 

{quadron again put to fea, as foon as captain Dal- 

rymple had enlifted fome volunteers, and collected 

about fixty Indians. [In their paffage to Honduras 

they fell in with a fquadron of thips of war unde 

the command of commodore Lattrell, confifting 

of the Charon, and the Loweftof and Pomona 

frigates, that had been fent by fir Peter Parker, 

admiral on the Jamaica ftation, to intercept fomé 

Spanifh regifter thips,-of which he had'received 
intelligence. . © | 

From 
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From commodore Luttrell, information was CH 4 P. 
received that the fettlers at Honduras, with their shies hid 


flaves, had retired to Truxillo, and the ifland of 
Rattan, on the Mufquito fhore ; that the Spaniards 
had been already difpoflefled of St. George’s Key, 
by his Majefty’s armed fchooner Racehorfe; and 
that the regifter-fhips, which were the object of 
commodore Luttrell’s cruife, had taken fhelter in 
the harbour of Omoa, and were too ftrongly pro- 
tected by the fortifications on fhore to be attacked 
by fea. Under fuch circumftances it was agreed 
between the commodore and captain Dalrymple to 
unite their force, proceed againft Omoa, and at- 
tack it both by feaandland. ‘lhe united fquadron 
accordingly failed firft for Truxillo, where a num- 
ber of bay-men and logwood-cutters were collected, 
armed and embodied ; and. from thence proceed- 
ed againft Omoa. 


179: 


On the fixteenth of OGtober in the evening, Redudtion 


the land force, which, even with the marines and 


of the Spa-~ 
nifh fort 


mufquetry-men of the thips, and the reinforce- Omoa, the 
ment from Truxillo, did not much exceed five 7 % 


hundred men, was difembarked at Porto Cavallo, 
a harbour which was fuppofed to be not more than 
nine miles diftant from. Omoa. It had been in- 
tended to march forward in the night, to furprife 
the fort, and take it by efcalade, before the morn- 
ing; but the country through which the march 
was.to be performed was difficult, being in fome 
parts interfected by lagoons and morafles, and in 
others by fteep precipices, rendered almoft impaf- 
fable by the laterains; and through this difficult 
country only a narrow path led to the fort, which, 
in the darknefs of the night, they were obliged to 
explore with lighted fplinters of the cabbage tree: 
The diftance too was found 'to be greater than had 
beenreprefented. By thefe obf{tructions the march 
was fo much retarded, that, when morning appear- 

ed, 


Bay of Hon- 
duras. 


On ee oe 
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CHA P. ed, captain Dalrymple found himfelf fill fix miles 
XXXIL from the fort, and his men much fatigued. He 
1779. fuffered them to refrefh themfelves for two hours, 
and then continued his march, putting the Indians 

in’ front to feour the woods. A body of the 

enemy was difcovered lying in ambufh, about a 

‘mile from the fort, and quickly diflodged. The 
heights round the town, and the fort, with the 

roads leading to them, were fecured: Pofts were 
eftablifhed ; and fome of thefe being galled by a 
{cattering fire from the houfes in the town, captain 
Dalrymple found it neceflary to burn it down. 

Whilft the town was in flames, commodore Lut- 

trell’s fquadron entered the bay ; and the fort was 

now invefted both by fea and land. Some days 

were fpent in landing cannon, and erecting batte- 

ries ; but, after they were opened; it was quickly 
perceived, that, although they annoyed the garri- 

fon exceedingly, they made no impreflion upon 

the walls of the fort; and that, in this mode, the 

fiege might be protracted to an indefinite length. 

It was therefore determined to cut the matter fhort 

by attempting to take the fort by efcalade, efpeci- 

ally as the ditch was obferved to be dry. ‘The at- 

tempt was to be made at four in the morning, by 

| one hundred and fifty Europeans, confifting of 
| feamen and marines, with a few of the loyal Irith, 
: under cover of a cannonade from the fhips in the 
bay, and the batteries on the heights. At three 
the detachment allotted for this fervice moved 
down from the heights; and in the valley, being 
formed into four columns, waited with impatience 
for the fignal of attack. A little after four the 
cannonade began, which fo engaged the attention 
of the enemy. that the affailants, with ‘their fcal- 
ing-ladders, advanced, unperceived, clofe to the 
ramparts. As they were ready to enter the ditch, 
they were difcovered: The enemy’s drums beat 
to 
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to arms, and the alarm was given, The affailants, CHA P. 
for a moment, fhrunk back, but, almoft inftantly eer, 
recovering themfelves rufhed on into the ditch. ,o79, 
The fcaling ladders were applied; and the fea- 
men mounted the walls with alacrity. Two, who 
firft reached the top of the ramparts, prefented 
their pieces at a body of the enemy affembled to 
oppofe them, but, according to their orders, re- 
ferved their fire until they were joined by more of 
their companions. Thefe followed fo.clofely, that 
the Spaniards were {truck with confternation, and 
feemed to lofe the power of refitance, notwith- 
ftanding the exertions of their officers to encou- 
rage them. About one hundred efcaped over the 
walls on the oppofite fide of the fort ; the reft fled 
to the cafements ; and the governor and principal 
officers now feeing their fituation defperate, came 
and furrendered their fwords, with the keys of the 
fort, to captain Dalrymple. Such was the huma- 
nity of the affailants, and fuch the good order pre- 
ferved in the aflault, that only two Spaniards were 
wounded with the bayonet, while in the ad of 
refiftance, and not one was plundered. An in- 
{tance of heroifm in a feaman is mentioned, to 
which hiftory affords nothing in its kind fuperior. 
He had fcrambled up the walls with a cutlafs in 
each hand, and meeting with an unarmed Spanifh 
officer, the generous tar difdained to take advan- 
tage of his helplefs fituation ; but, prefenting him 
with one of his cutlaffes, added, ‘* Now you will be 
on a footing with me.”’ The Spanifh gentleman was 
too much affected with the fingular generofity of 
the action to accept of ‘the offer, and quietly fur- 
rendered. Unfortunately the name of this brave 
feaman has not been preferved. he Spaniards, 
during the fiege, loft, in killed and wounded, 
about thirty men; and three hundred and fixry- 
five with’ a confiderable number of officers, were 
made 


tz 
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CHA P. made prifoners. The whole lofs of the befiegers, 


KXXUL 


1779- 


in killed and wounded, did not exceed twenty. 
Thus eafily was acquired the important fortrefs 
of Onroa, the key of the Bay of Honduras, and, 
in time of war, the teceptacle of the treafure fent 
from Guatimala. ‘he fort was built of ftone, 
taifed out of the fea, and brought from the dif 
tance of twenty leagues. Its walls were eighteen 
feet thick ; and, although it had coft the Spaniards 
twenty years labour, the out-works were not them 
finifhed. But, to the captots, the moft important 
part of the acquifition was the two regilter, fhips, 
the value of which, with that of fome other prizes 
of lefs note taken in the harbour, was eftimated at 
three millions of dollars: A convention was made 
for an exchange of prifoners; and it was agreed, 
that thofe who were taken in Fort Omoa fhould ibe 
exchanged for an equal number of Britith fabjedts 
takenin the Bay of Honduras. The Spanifh gos 


vernor offered to ranfom the fort at the expence 


of three hundred thonfand dollars. But as Omoa 
was thought to be a poft of great confequence 
during a war with Spain, the offer, although an 
advantageous one to the captors, was immediately 
rejected; as was a fimilar one for two hundred 
and fifty quintals of quickfilver, an article necef- 
fary for working the Spanifh mines, and for which 
a fum of money would have been given more than 
double its value. : 
When the Britifh fquadron quitted Omoa, a 
gartifon was afligned to it, fuch as could be 
{pared, and a floop of war left in the harbour for 
its further protection: But it did not long remain 
in the poffeifion of Great Britain. The weaknets 
of the gartifon tempted the Spaniards in the neigh- 
bouthoad to colle& a force and inveft the fort. 


For aconfiderableitime it was defended with great , 


bravery: But, at Jaf, both officers and men, 
amongit 


‘ 
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‘amongft whoin an epidemical fever began to tage, Cu AP. 


, : XI. 
and who, in the whole, amounted only to eighty-.. 
five, were fo weakened and overcome with the fa- 1779. 
tigue of conftant duty, one centinel being obliged, 

by fhifting his place, to ferve for five, that they 


-faw it would be impoflible to withftand an aflault, 


which the enemy were preparing to make. ‘They 


therefore determined to evacuate the fort; but to 


leave it as unferviceable as in their circumftances 
they could poflible make it. ‘ After the guns had 
been fpiked, and the ammunition and military 
ftores deftroyed, the garrifon, without lofing a 
fingle man in the evacuation, embarked on board 
the veffels in the harbour, and took a final leave of 


~Omoa. 


It has already been obferved, that had the Bri- Protection 
tifh fleet under admiral Byron followed that saa 
France under the count d’Eftaing, when he made commerce, 
an unfuccefsful attack upon Savannah, it is more 
than probable, that to the difgrace of a repulfe 
from that town, would have been added the lofs of 
a great part of his fleet. But the Britith fleet, in 
the {tation on which it did remain, performed very 
eminent fervices to the ftate under the command 
of rear-admiral Hyde Parker, who fucceeded 
admiral Byron in the fall of the prefent year. 

The Britith commerce in the Welt Indies was pro- 
tected, whilft that of the enemy was almoft ruined 
by the capture of their merchantmen, Great 
part of a convoy bound to Martinique was either 
taken or deftroyed, in fight of the ifland, and of 
the French fquadron at Fort Royal, under mon- 
fieur de la Motte Piquet, who, in failing out of 
the harbour to the relief of one of his. frigates, 
was in imminent danger of having his retreat cut 
off by part of the Britifh fleet, then cruifing off 
the mouth of the bay. And to the captures of 
their merchantmen are to be added four of the 
Vou. II, O count 
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CHAP. count d’Eftairig’s frigates, on their return tothe 7 
XXX. Weft Indies from the coalt of America*. , 
1999) Thus Great Britain continued to make a noble 
| ftand againft the machinations of her foes. And, 
although the year 1779 muft be confidered as un- 
fortunate, in which: fhe loft two valuable iflands, 
without gaining from her enemies a territorial 
equivalent; it may, neverthelefs, be doubted whe- 
ther the lofs of thefe iflands was not overbalanced 
by the damage done to the French and Spanith 
commerce, not only in Europe and the Welt In- 
dies, but in evety quarter of the globe. 
* The firlt of thefe frigates was taken on the 24th of October ; 


- ‘and from her admiral Parker firft Tearnt with certainty, that Count 
d’Eftaing had gorie, with all his fleet, to North America. 
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Expedition under Sir Henry Clinton to South Carolina 
~+Fortifications of Charle/town defcribed—G arri- 
fox of Charlefoin—Siege and Reduttion of 
Charlefown—Incurfion of the Spaniards into Weft 
| HMorida—Confequences of the Fall of Charlefown- 
Lhree new Expeditions fet on fost’ by the Britifp 
Commander—His Addrefs to the Inhabitants of 
South Carelina—its Efed@—-Defeat of the: Ameri- 
can Colonel Burford—Difpofition of the Britifh 
Troops in South Carolina—Adminiftration of Earl 
Cornwallis there— Counter-Revolution among thofe 
whorhad' fubmiited to the Power of Britain on the 
Fall of Chartéflown—Detachments from Wafbing- 
tows Army: [ent into’ North Carblina—Movements 
of the dnani Colonel: Sumpter-—His Attempt 
on the Britifo Poft on Rocky Pont: : 


“IR Henry Clinton having been cramped in his CH A P. 
kK) operations by the proceedings of the French ***"!- 
fleet under the count d’Eftaing, whofe unfuccefs- 1780: 
ful attack upon Savannah, together with his final Expedition 
departure from the’ American coat, has already Poon AM 
been related’; no fooner received céttain informa- ton to South 
tion of the: departure of d’Eftaing than he fet on Carlin. 
foot an expedition, ‘the obje& of which waé the 
taking of Charleftown, and the redu@tiion of the 
province of South Carolina. ‘The troops defign- 
ed for this expedition were immediately embarked 
on board the tranfports; and thefe, efcorted by 
admiral Arbuthnot with an adequate naval force, 
failed from Sandy Hook on the twenty fixth of 

O2 December 
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December 1779. Sir Henry Clinton accompanied 
the expedition, leaving the garrifon at New 
York under the command of lieutenant general 
Knyphaufen. The paflage might have been ex- 
peéted to be performed in ten days; but fuch was 
the uncommon feverity of the feafon, that the fleet 
was very foon feparated, and driven out of its 
courfe by tempeftuous weather; and f{carcely any 
of the fhips arrived at Tybee, the appointed place 


-of rendezvous, before the end of January. Some 


few ftrageling veflels were taken; fome others 
were loft; and all received more or lefs damage. 
Almoft all the horfes belonging to the artillery or 


-cavalry perifhed during the paflage; and amongit 


the fhips that. were loft was one which contained 
the heavy ordnance. Fortunately, however, the 


crews were all faved. 


Thofe thips being refitted that ftood in need of 
immediate repair, the fleet failed from Tybee to 
North Edifto Sound, in the province of South Ca- 
solina; and on the eleventh of February the 
troops were difembarked on John’s Ifland, about 
thirty miles from Charleftown. Part of the fleet 
was immediately fent round to block up the har- 


> bour of Charleflown by, fea ; whilft the troops, 
‘Slowly advancing through the country, paffed 


from John’s to James Ifland; and from thence, 
over Wappoo Cut, to the main land, until they 


‘at length reached the banks of Afhley River, op- 


pofite to Charleftown. So great were the impe- 
diments that they met with in their progrefs, or 
fuch the extreme caution of the commander in 


chief, in eftablifhing and fortifying pofts to_pre- 


ferve his communication: with the fea, that it was 
mot until the twenty-ninth of March that the ad- 


vance of the army croffed Athley River at the 
ferry, and landed on Charleftown Neck, fome | 


miles above the town. The flat-bottomed boats 
had 
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had been brought from -North Edifto Sound, 
through the inlets by which the coaft is inter/ect- 
ed, until they entered Afhley River, by Wappoo 
Cut ; and the pafling over of the troops was con- 
du&ed with much addrefs by captain Elphinftone 
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of the navy. On the following day the troops. 


encamped in front of the American lines ; and on 
the firt of April began to break ground before 
Charleftown, at the diftance of eight hundred 
yards from the provincial works. | 

The flow advance of the Britifh army had 
given time to the provincials nat. only to ftrength- 
en, but greatly to enlarge, the defences of Char- 
leftown, . Thefe now confifted of a chain of re- 
doubts, lines and batteries, extending from Ath- 


Fortificati- 
ons of 
Charlef- 
town de- 
feribed. 


ley to.Cooper River, upon which were mounted. 


upwards of eighty pieces of cannon and mortars. 
In front of the lines a canal had been dug, which 
was filled with water ; and from the dam at either 
end a fwamp oozed to each river, forming natural 
impediments where the artificial terminated, DBe- 
hind thefe were two rows of abbatis, fome other 


obftruétions, and, immediately in front of the. 
works, a double picketted ditch. The works on. 
the right and left were not only of great ftrength, , 


but advanced fo far beyond the range of the inter- 
mediate lines as to enfilade the canal almoft from 


one end to the other; And inthe centre. was a. 
horn-work of mafonry, which, being clofed dur-, 


ing the fiege, became a kind of citadel. 


Such were the defences of Charleffiown on the. 


qnly fide on which. it could be approached by 
land; and, towards the water, numerous batte- 


ries covered with artillery forbad the approach of, 


fhips. But, befides the fecurity which Chartel- 
town derived from its numerous batteries, it was 
itil more effectually protected by the bar, or fand- 
bank, at the mouth of the inlet that led from the 

fea, 
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CHAE, fea. This bar was impaffable by the larger fhips 
a - of war, and rendered the entry of others difficult 
x78, and inp seed and, juft within it, Five Fathom = | 
Hole, of a fufficient depth of water, furnifhed a 
convenient ftation for'a fauadron to command the 
bar, and render the paflage of it ftill more difficult 
and dangerous. ‘This ftation was occupied by the 
American commodore Whipple, with a {quadron 
of nind fail under his command, the largeft car- 
rying forty-four, and the fmalleft fixteen, guns. 
After the perils and difficulties of the bar were 
furmounted, beforé a fleet could reach Charlef- | 
town, Fort Moultrie, upon Sullivan's Ifand, was | 
to be paffed, the fire froma which had, ona form- = | 
er occafion, proved fo déftruétive to a Britih | 
fquadron under fir Peter Parker; and, fince that 
period, the works on Sullivan’s Ifland had been 
confiderably ftrengthened and enlarged. 
Garrifon of General Lincoln, trufting to thofe defences, 
jal’ and at the fame time expecting large reinforce- 
ments from the ather colonies, inflead of remain- 
pe with his army in thé open country, fhut him- 
felf up in Charleltown, at the earneft requeft of 
the inhabitants, and with the force under his 
command, amounting to feven thoufand men of 
all denominations under arms, refolved to defend 
it to the laft extremity. Great expectations were, 
undoubtedly, at oné time, entertained of the fuc- 
cefsful defence of the bar, from the advantageous 
pofition of the American fquadron; bat it foon 
on appeared that thefe were illufory: For no fooner 
Ae did the Britith fleet, on the twentieth of March, 
approach the bar, with an intention to pafs it, 
than commodore Whipple quitted his flatiom and 
retired to Fort Moultrie, leaving admiral Arbeth- 
not to enter at his leifure, and occupy the fration 
3 which the American fquadron had juft before 
& ee a ee 
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quitted. Before the Renown, Roebuck, and 
Romulus could pafs the bar, i was neceflary to 
lighten them, by taking out their guns, provifion, 
and water; and in that deftitute fituation they 
lay for fixteen days, before. a favourable opportu- 
nity offered for making the attempt. But, when 
the attempt was made, they effected their paffage 
without any oppofition, except from fome gallies 
Jeft by commodore Whipple, which fired upon 
the boats of the fleet, and endeayoured to prevent 
them from founding the channel. Not long af- 
terwards, commodore Whipple retired to Char- 
leftown with his fhips, part of which he ftationed 
in Cooper River; and the reft, with fome other 
veffels, were funk acrofs the mouth of it, to pre- 
vent the Britifh fleet ftom entering. This was a 
moft important precaution ; for had the Britith 
feet been permitted to gain the poflefion of 
Cooper River, the larger fhips might have been 
fo ftationed as to rake the American lines; the 
only commynication that remained between the 
town and the country would have been interrupt- 
ed; all hopes of obtaining fupplies and reinforce- 
ments cut off, and the duration of the fiege, in 
all probability, greatly fhortened, 

As foon as the Britith began to erect batteries 
againft the town, admiral Arbuthnot embraced 
the firft favourable opportunity that offered for 
pafling Fort Moultrie; and on the ninth of April, 
with a ftrong foyrherly wind and flowing tide, he 
weighed anchor, and effected his purpofe with 
very little lof. His fquadron confifted of the 
Renown of fifty, the Romulus and Roebuck, 
each of forty-four guns ; the Richmond, Blonde, 
Raleigh, and Virginia, frigates, and the Sand- 
wich armed fhip ; ‘and’ although, in pafling, the 
fhips were expofed to a heavy cannonade from 
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yay Fort Moultrie, their whole lofs.of men, in kil- 
- led and wounded, amounted only to twenty feven ; 
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and the damage done to them in other refpedcts 
was equally inconfiderable. As their entry into 
Cooper River was precluded, they anchored near 
Fort Johnfton, juft without the range. of fhot 

from the batteries of the town. : 
The fame day on which the fleet paffed Fort 
Moultrie, the firft parallel of the befiegers was fi- 
nifhed; and the town being now almoft com- 
pletely invefted, both by. fea anddand, the Britifh 
commanders fummoned general Lincoln to fur- 
render. His anfwer was fhort, but firm,. and 
conveyed an implied reflection, again{t.the Bri- 
tifh commanders for their fuppofed. tardinefs in 
making their approaches :—‘* Sixty days,” faid 
he, ‘‘ have pafled fince it has, been known that 
<< your intentions againft this town were hoftile, 
‘© in which time has been afforded to abandon it ; 
‘<¢ but duty and inclination point to the propriety 
‘* of fupporting it to the laft extremity.” 
‘The fummons being ineffectual, the batteries of 
the firft parallel were opened upon the town, and 
foon made a vifible impreffion. But flill the 
communication, between the country and the gar- 
rifon was kept open acrofs Cooper River; and on 
the very day on which the fummons was fent to 
general Lincoln, the American general Woodford 
pafled Cooper River with feven hundred continen- 
tal troops, and entered the town. To affift in 
preferving this communication, general Lincoln 
had left his cavalry without the lines, with orders 
to traverfe and keep open the country to the ealt- 
ward of Cooper River,. as being that through 
which he expected to receive his reinforcements ; 
and by the fame route he hoped to be able to make 
good 
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good his retreat with the garrifon, if at laft he CHA P. 
ihould find the town no longer tenable *. XXXIII. 
. To 1780. 


* The underwritten Letter was intercepted and publifhed by 
Sir Henry Clinton’s orders during the fiege of Charletlown. 


South Carolina, May 11, 1780. 


From B. Smith to Mrs. Benjamin Smith, dated Charleftown, 
April 30, 1780. 


HAVING never had an opportunity of writing to her fince - 
the enemy began to act with vigour, and knowing that a thon- 
fand evil reports will prevail to increafe her uneafinefs—mine I 
have fapported pretty well until Jaft night, when I really almoft 
funk under the load;—Nothing remains around to comfort me 
but a probability of faving my life, - - + - - After go- 
ing through many dificultes, our affairs are daily-declining, and 
not a ray of hope remains to affure us of fuccefs. -' - - The 
enemy have turned the fiege into a blockade, which, in a fhort. 
time, muft have the defired effet; and the moft fanguine do 
not. now entertain the {malleft hope of the town being faved. 
‘The enemy have continued their approaches with vigour conti- 
nually, fince I wrote the inclofed, and are now completing bat- 
teries about two hundred yards diftance-from our lines; they 
fire but feldom from their cannon, but their popping off rifles 
and {mall-arms do frequent mifchief, and every night throw out 
an amazing number of fhells amongtt our people at the lines, 
which, though not attended with the damage that might reafo- 

nably be expected, do fome mifchief, Our communication is 
entirely cut off from the conatry (excepting by a {mall boat at 
great rifque) by lord Cornwallis, who occupies every landing- 
place from Haddrill’s Point, a confiderable way up the river, 
with two thoafand five hundred men. When I wrote faft, it 
was the general opinion that we could evacuate the town at 
pleafure; but a confiderable reinforcement having arrived to the 
enemy, has enabled them to ftrengthen their poe ts fo effectually 
as to prevent that meafure. ‘The fame caufe prevents our re- 
ceiving further fupplies of provifions or reinforcements, and a 
fhort time will plant the Britifh flandard on our ramparts. You 
wil] fee by the inclofed fummons that the perfons and properties 
of the inhabitants will be faved ; and confequently J] expeé to 
have the liberty of foon returning to you; but the army mult be 
made prifoners of war. ‘This will give a rude fhock to the inde- 
pendence of America; anda Lincelnade will become as common 
a term as Burgoynade: But I hope we fhall in time recover 
this 
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‘Fo cut off the retreat of the garriforn, and ta 
‘prevent it front receiving reinforcements, were 
objects of fuch importance that they had not ef- 
caped the attention of the Britifh general. But 
the maintaining his own communications with the 
fea had required all the troops he could fpare from 
the immediate operations of the fiege, until the 

ritith flee: pafled Fort Moultrie, and gained the 
command of the water between it and Charlef- 
town. From this time fir Henry Clinton felt no 
farther apprehenfion about his own communicati- 
ons, and was enabled to detach lieutenant-colonel 
Webtter, with one thoufand four hundred men, 


this févere blow. However, before this happens, T hope I fhall 
he permitted to return home, where'f muft {fay, as my fituation 
will not permit me to take atty further an ative part 3 and there- 
fore my abandoning my property will fubjeét me to many incon- 
veniencies and fofles, without being any way fetviceable to the 
country. - - + This letter will tun great rifque, as it will 
be farrounded on all fides ; but as I kad the perfon to whofe 
care it is committed, and feel for’ your nneafy fituation, I could 
not but truft it. Affure yourfelf that I hall thortly fee you, as 
nothing prevents Lincoln’s furrender but @ paint of honour in 
holding out to the laft extremity. This i is ‘nearly at baad, as 
our provifions will foon fail; and my plan i is to walk off as oe 
as } can obtgir permifion. - - - ~- Should your father be 
ai home, make him acquainted with the purport of this fetter, 
and remember nie to hiny; alfo te your mother, but do not let 
the intelligence go out of the liowfe, - - - - bat a mor- 
tifying fcene touh firff be encountered: The thirteen ftripes 
will be levelled in the duff, and | owe my life to the clemency 
of a conqueror. 


Your ever affetionate hufband, 
(Signed) B. SMITH, 
Note. Fhofe parts filled up with hyphens contain expreffions of 


tenternefs to his wife, no way interefting to the pubhe ; for 
which reafon we have omitted to publith them. 
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to cut off thofe of the enemy. By, the advanced 
guard of this'detachment, compofed of Tarleton’s 
legion arid Fergufon’s corps, the American cayal- 
ry, with the militia attached to them, were fur- 
prifed in the night of the fourteenth of April, at 
Biggin’s Bridge, near Monk’s Cerner, thirty-two 
miles from Charleftown, and completely routed 
and: difperfed, with the lofs of all his {tores, camp 
equipage, and baggage *. | 

| By 


'* Forty-two large waggons, one hundred and two waggoa- 
borfes, eighty-two dragoon-horfes, and feveral officers horfes ; 
a quantity of ammunition, flour, butter, cloathing, camp and 
horfe equipage; harnefs for all the wagyeons ;. all the officers 
cloathing and baggage ; together with five puncheons: of ram, 
fix hogfheads of mufcoyado fugar, four barrels of indigo, a 
quantity of tea, coffee, fpices, nails in cafks, fome French 
cloth, three barrels of gunpowder, light dragoon fwords, é&e. 
&¢c. found in a florey which was {et on fire, and blown up by 
the careleffnefs of the centingl, who, in going to,draw fome rum, 
{et it on fire, and in a short time the ftore was blown up, The 
lofs of the Americans, in men, was major Birnie of Pulafki’s 
legion of dragoons, three captams, one Feulenaht and ten: pri- 
vatés, killed ; fifteen’ privates, oné captain, and two heutenants, 
wounded; fifty eight privates, two captaids, and three licu- 
tenants, taken prifonerss including the wounded. Major Birnie 
was mangled in the moft fhocking manner; he had feveral 
wounds, a fevére one behind his ear: ‘This ubfortinate officer 
lived feveral hours, reprobating the Americans for their conduct 
onthis occafion, and even in his la{t moments curfing the Britifh 
for their barbarity, in having refufed quarter after he had fur- 
rendered. The writer of this, who was ordered on this expe- 
dition, afforded every afliftance in his power; and had the ma- 
jor put upon a table, in a public-hoyfe in the village, and a 
blanket thrown over him. ‘Lhe major, in his laft moments, 
was frequently infulted by the privates o the legion: Some 
dragoans of the Britith legion attempted to ravith feveral ladies 
at the hoafe of fir John Collington, in the neighbourhood of 
Monk’s Corner. Mrs the wife of Doétor of 
Charleflown, was moft barbaroufly treated; fhe was a molt 
delicate and beautiful woman. Lady received one or 
two wounds with a fword,  Mifs , filter to major 
» was alfo ill treated. The ladies made, their ieePes 
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By this defeat.a paflage was opened acrofs the 
head branches of Cooper. River for the remainder 
of the detachment to move forward and occupy 
the country to the eaftward of it. Some days af- 
terwards, by the arrival of a reinforcement from 
New York, the commander in chief was enabled 
to fend another detachment acrofs Cooper River 5 
and the command of the whole was given to earl 
Cornwallis. . 

The force detached to othe eaftward of Cooper 
River was now fo confiderable as to cut off from 
the garrifon all reafonable hopes ot effecting a 
retreat. A council of war was called; and by 
their advice, an offer was made for furrendering 
the town on certain conditions: But the conditi- 
ons propofed were of fuch a nature as could not 
be acceded to by the Britifh commanders, and 
were of courfe inftantly rejefted.. In the mean 
time the befiegers ‘were daily advancing their 
works: The fecond parallel was completed on the 

twentieth of April; and the third on the fixth of 
May. The laft of thefe had been pufhed fo near. 
to the provincial works as to be clofe to the ca- 
nal; and the canal, for a confiderable part of its 
extent, was quickly drained. of its water by a fap 
carried to the dam, : | 


and came to Monk’s Corner, where they were protected; a 
carriage being provided, they were efcorted to the houfe of Mr. 
———._ The dragoons were apprehended and brought to 
Monk’s Corner, where, by this time, colonel Webfler had 
arrived and taken the command. The late colonel Patrick 
Fergufon (of whom we fhall have occafion to fpeak hereafter) 
was for putting the dragoons to inftant death. But colonel 
Webfter did not conceive that his powers extended to that of 
holding a general court-martial, The prifoners were however 
fent to head- quarters, and, I believe, were afterwards tried 
and whipped, : : 


The 
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The misfortunes of the befieged now. crowded 
faft upon them. On the fame day on which the 
third parallel was completed, the garrifon of 
Fort Moultrie furrendered to captain Hudfon of 
the navy, who had been landed on Sullivan’s If- 
land, with two hundred feamen and marines, to 


attack the fort by land, whilft the fhips prepared 


to batter it from the water; and, on the fame day 
alfo, the broken remains of the American caval- 
ry, which had been collected with great care by 
a colonel White, were again defeated by colonel 
Tarleton on the banks of the Santee. Whilit 
the Americans lay under the preflure of thefe ac- 
cumulated misfortunes, the Britifh commanders, 
with a view of faving the effufion of blood, thought 
proper once more to open a correfpondence with 
general Lincoln for the furrender of the town: 
But the garrifon or the inhabitants were not yet 
fufficiently humbled to’ accept of the terms that 
were offered; and hoftilities were recommenced. 
The batteries of the third parallel opened upon 
the town, and did great execution; and. at this 
fhort diftance the Heflian yagers, pofled advanta- 
geoufly, fired their rifles with fuch: effect, that 
numbers of the befieged were killed at their guns, 
and fearcely any efcaped who ventured to thew 
themfelves over the lines,- During this fire, which 
continued for two days without intermiflion, the 
befiegers gained the counterfcarp of the outwork 
that fanked the canal; the canal itfelf was pafled; 
and the ‘works were advanced almoft to the verge 
of the ditch. ‘The hopes of the inhabitants now 
forfook them: All the-horrors of an affault pre- 
fented themfelves to their. afirighted imaginations ; 
and they joined in a petition to general Lincoln, 
praying him to accept the terms which had been 
offered. A flag of truce was accordingly fent out 
with a propofition to that effet... And, whatever 
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fevete juftice might have di@ated, the Britith 
commanders, unwilling to ptefs to unconditional 
fobmithon a reduced enemy, whom clemency 
might yet reconcile, accepted the propofition, and 
agreed to.grant the fame terms which had been 
before rejected. ‘The-capitulation was figned on 
the twelfth of May; and on the fame day the 
gatriion. laid down their arms, and: major-general 
Leflie took poffefion of the town, | 

By the articles. of capitulation the garrifon-were 
allowed fome of the honours of war : "They were to 
match out:and depofit their arms between the canal 
and the'worksiof the place; but the: drums were not 
to\beat a Britifh march, nor the colours to:be un- 
cafed: ‘The continental’ troops and feamen, keep- 
ing: their baggage, were to remain prifoners of 


_ war untiliexchanged:: ‘The’ militia were to be per- 
mittéedito return to their refpeétive homes as pri- 


foners om parole; and; while they kept their: pa- 
role, werenot to be molefted' in their property 
by the Britith troops:: Vhe citizens of all defcrip- 
tions \were to be confidered: as prifoners on: parole, 
and to hold their.property-in the town on:the fame 
terms. as the militia: The officers of the army and 
navy were to-retain'their fervants, fwords, pittols, 
and’ baggage, unfearched); they were permitted 
to: fell their horfes, but not:to remove'them out 
of thetown: Anda ‘flag of truce was to be fur- 
nithed''to- carry general: Lincoln’s difpatches to 

Philadelphia: unopened. 
Dhe:lofs.of the Britifh troops, during the fiege, 
amounted ‘to feventy-fix killed, and oné‘hundred 
and eighty-nine wounded; that of the garrifon 
was not, inthe whole, quite fo much: But in the 
number of the flain.was greater. The prifoners 
taken in Charleftown, including the'deputy gover’, 
nor, and the council of the province, feven ge: 
neral officers, a commedore,. ten: cofitinental. re- 
giments, 
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iments, but much reduced; three battalions of eu ae . 
artillery, with town and country militia, amount- 07" > 
ed to more than five thoufand men; to whom  ;x30, 
mult be added abotit one thoufand American and 
French feamen, and near four hundred pieces of 
ordnance, with a confiderable quantity of {tores*. 
The commander in chief, in his public orders 

iffuéd after the furrender of the towa, and. in his 
difpatches to the fecretary of ftate, was lavifh im 
encomiums upon the officers who ferved under 

him, and the troops he commanded, ‘The affiit- 

ance he received during the fiege from his general 
officers, earl Cornwallis, major-generals Leflic, 
Huyne, and Kofpotch, and brigadier-general Pat- 
terfon, is not only honourably remembered but 
thankfully acknowledged. ‘The merits of captain 
Elphinfton of the navy, who conducted ad the 

naval operations relating to the army inifs progreis 

from North Edifto to Charleftown, and in the pai- 

fage of Afhley River, and alfo of all the other 
officers and feamen ferving on fhore during the 

fiege, are warmly recommended to the notice of 

the king, together with the fervices.cf the officers 


* A Return, of the Ships and Vellels taken or deftroyed at the 
Surrender of Charleflown. ! 


The-Bricole, pierced for Go, mounting 44 guns, twenty-four 
and eightéen pounders, funk ; her captain, officers, and coms 
pany prifoners. “Phe Truite, 26/tweélve pounders, ifank 3 her 
captain, &c, prifeners. ; Queen of France, 28 nine jpounders, 
funk; her captain, &c. prifoners. General Moultrie, 20 fix 
pounders, funk; ditto. Notre ‘Dame (brig), 16 ditto, funk ; 
ditto, ‘Providence, 32° eighteen and twelve pounders, taken ; 
‘eaptain and company prifoners. Bofton, of the fame force, 
taken ; ditto, Ranger, :20rix pounders, taken; ditto, 

_French Ships. L’Avantare, 26.nine and fix pounders, com- 

. manded by the Sieur de Brulot, Lieutenant de Varteaux, taken 
and company. ‘Polacre, 16 fix pounders, taken. 

Some empry brigs, lying at the wharfs, with other {mall vef- 
fels, were alfotaken, and four armedgalleys. 
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CHAP. and foldiers of the royal artillery, the corps of 
XXXIT, CBgineers, and in fhort of every other corps, 
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whether Britifh or Heffian, but more particularly 
of the yager detachment. The names of licute- 
nant-colonels Webfter and ‘Tarleton, but above 
all of the chief engineer major Moncrieff, fill up 


the lift of brave and meritorious officers that are 


particularly mentioned. The fervices of the two 
firft of thefe have been already noticed in the 
progrefs of the fiege: By the bravery of the one, 
and tne good conduc of the other, the country 
to the eaftward of Cooper River ‘was opened to 
the Britifh troops, the American cavalry routed 
and difperfed, and the communication between 
the town and the country cut off: And with re- 
{pect to the laft of thefe officers, no language can 


exprefs more forcibly than that of the commander 
‘in chief, the fenfe which he entertained of his 


very extraordinary merit. Thefe are his words : 
<¢ But to major Moncrieff, the commanding en- 
*¢ gineer, who planned, and, with the affiftance 
of fuch capable officers under him, conducted 


*§-the fiege with fo much judgment, intrepidity, 


and laborious attention, I wifh to render a tri- 
bute of the very higheft applaufe and moft per- 
manent gratitude; perfuaded that, far more 
flattering commendations than I can beltow 
** will not fail to crown fuch rare merit.” 

Of this officer it may be remarked, that he was 
not more happy in the poffeffion of fuperior talents 
than fortunate in occafions to difplay them. ‘The 
fucceflive fieges of Savannah and Charleftown 
furnifhed him with opportunities of exemplifying 
his {kill in the two principal branches of his pro- 
feflion, the art of defence, and that of attack:’ 
In both, his malterly defigns were crowned with 
fuccefs ; nor is it ealy to determine in which of 

them 
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them his great attainments in his profeflion thone CH A P. 
with the brighteit_luftre. XXXHI. 
Whillt the Britifh arms were thus employed in gos 
South Carolina, the Spaniards made a freth incur- tncurfions 
fion into Weft Florida, and fucceeded in reducing hehe 
the town and fort of Mobille, with the adjoining wen Flo- 

country. In the month of January Den Bernardo ™- 
de. Galves failed from New Orleans, with a fleet 
confifting of fixteen armed veflels, and a number 
of tranfports, having on board one thouland five 
-hundred. regular troops, and five hundred people 
of colour. On his paflage he was overtaken by a 
ftorm, in which feveral of his veffels were loft, 
with anumber of his troops, and great part of 
his provifions, artillery, and ammunition. With 
the reft he arrived off the entrance into Mobille 
Bay, and landed upon the point of land forming 
the eaflern extremity of that inlet, where be re- 
mained until he obtained a reinforcement of men, 
and a frefh fupply of proviffons, artillery, and 
ammunition. -When thefe arrived, Don Bernardo 
de Galves again embarked his troops, and, failing 
up the Bay, landed at Dog River, about four 
miles from Mobille, on the twenty-fifth of Fe- 
bruary. From thence -he advanced again{t the 
fort, and proceeded to make regular approaches, 
a wafte of labour and time that feemed unnecel- 
fary againft.a place fo totally unprovided for de- 
fence. .The fort had been originally built only as 
a protection againit the Indians; and, after. it 
came into the poffeflion of Great Britain, had 
been fuffered to go to decay, until the beginning 
of the prefent year, when captain Durniord, the 
chief engineer at Penfacola, was fent to put it ina 
_ oftate of defence. But this, it feems, was impofli- 
ble, without an immenfe expence of money, and 
a greater length of time than intervened between 
his taking ithe command, and the arrival of the 
Wem. P Spaniards. 
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CHAP. Spaniards. It was garrifoned by a company of 
XXXIITL. : : : : 
the fixtieth regiment, amounting to eighty two 
: men, including officers ; and to thefe were added, 
1780. ° . 
upon the approach of the Spaniards, thirty-fix 
failors, forty-five militia, and fixty people of co- 
lour. On the fourteenth of March the Spaniards 
opened a battery upon the fort, of eleven pieces 
of heavy cannon, which, in twelve hours, da- 
‘maged its defences fo entirely, and rendered it fo 
untenable, that the commanding officer thought 
fit to capitulate. Honourable terms were ob- 
tained; and, although it was fcarcely poflible for 
the garrifon to hold out longer, their furrender at 
this critical moment was, afterwards, a caufe of 
regret, when they were informed that general 
Campbell, with feven hundred men, was then on 
his march from Penfacola to their relief, and at 
no great diftance when the capitulation was 
figned. 
Confequen- “ By the fall of Charleftown, the capture of the 
ves of the 
fall of . deputy governor, and the greateft part of the 
Charle council, and the defeat and difperfion of the only 
town. ae ‘ ° eas < 
regular force which general Lincoln had left 
without the lines, the war in South Carolina 
Threenew feemed entirely fubdued: And three expeditions, 
expeditions fet on foot by the commander in chief, immedi- 
by the Bri- ately after thefe events, appeared well calculated 
tifh com- to deepen the impreflion that had been made, and 
mander, : , eit 
to extinguifh every idea of further refiftance 
amongit the people of the interior country, if any 
fuch idea could at that time be fuppofed to exift. 
The firft of thefe expeditions, under lord Corn- 
wallis, was intended to overpower, or drive out 
of the province, a body of continental troops 
under a colonel Burford, who, arriving too late 


in the fiege to be able to throw fuccours into Char- — 


leftown, had taken poft on the northern banks of 


the Santee; and, being joined by thofe of the © 


American 
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American cavalry who had furvived their-laft de. CHA P. 
feat by Tarleton, made a fhew of oppofition to Ly, 
the Britifh intereft, and endeavoured to keepalive 
the expiring hopes of the Americans. The fe- 
cond of thefe expeditions was to proceed up the 
fouth-weft fide of the Santee to the diftri@ of 
Ninety-fix, in order to confirm and encourage the 
loyal, and reduce the difaffected: And the third, 
with a fimilar intention, to move up the banks of 
Savannah to Augutta. 

In the mean time the commander in chief, who 
had received information that a French arma- 
ment, with tranfports and troops, might be ex- 
pected on the coaft of America, to co-operate 
with general Walhington, was bufily employed in 
preparing for his return to New York, and in 
eltablifhing fuch regulations for furthering and 
fecuring the Britifh intereft in South Carolina, as 
were neceflary, previous to his departure. A wis addref 
hand-bill was publifhed and circulated amongft to the in- 
the inhabitants, by which they were reminded, * 2" 
that as the commander in chief, upon his firft ar- Carolina. 
rival in the province, had taken no ftep whatfo-: 
ever to excite the loyal inhabitants to rife in fa- 
vour of government, whilft the king’s troops em- 
ployed in the fiege of Charleftown might be un- 
able to affift them in their efforts, nor withed to 
draw the king’s friends into danger whilft any 
doubt could remain of their fuccefs; fo now, 
that fuccefs was certain, he trufted that one and 
all would heartily join, and by a general con- 
currence give effect to fuch neceflary meafures ag 
might from time te time be pointed out. The 
helping hand of every man, it was faid, wag 
wanted to re-eftablifh peace and good government. 
Thofe who had families might form a militia to 
remain at home and preferve peace and good or- 
der in their own diftricts;. whilft thofe who were 

eee young, 
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CHA P. young, “and had ho families, it was expected 
XXXII. would be ready to affift the king’s troops in driv- 


1780. 


May. 


ing their oppreffors, and all perfons whatfoever 
a¢ting under the authority of congrefs, far from 
the province; and, for this purpofe, that they 
fhould prepare themfelves to ferve with the king’s 
troops for any fix out of the next twelve months, 
under officers of their own choice, and with this 
exprefs f{tipulation, that they fhould be allowed, 
when on fervice, the fame pay, ammunition, and 
provifions, as the king’s troops, and fhould not 
be obliged to march beyond North Carolina on 
thé ‘one fide, or Georgia on the other. Hav- 
ing ferved for that period, it was faid, that they 
would have paid their debt to their country, 
would be freed from all further claim of military 
fervice, except the ufual militia duty at home, 


‘and ‘would be entitled to enjoy undifturbed that 


peace, liberty, and fecurity of property, which 
they had contributed to eftablifh. A’ proclara- 
tidn was alfo iffued by the commander in chief, 
on the twenty-fecond of May, by which effectual 
countenance, protection, and fupport, were pro- 
mifed to the king's faithful and peaceable fub- 
jects, and the moft exemplary feverity, with con- 
fifcation of property, denounced againft thofe 
who fhould heréafter appear in arms ‘within the 
province againft his majefty’s government, or 
who fhould attempt to compel any others to’ do 
fo, or who fhould hinder or intimidate any of the 


- king’s faithful and loving fubjeéts from joining 
his forces, or performing thofe duties ‘which their 


allegianeé required. And on the firlt ‘of June 


“another proclamation was iffued, in the name of 


fir Henry Clinton and admiral Arbuthnot, as com- 
miffioners for reltoring peace to the colonies, by 
which a full and free pardon was promifed to all 


_thofe who, having been’ mifled from their duty, 


fhould 
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fhould immediately return to.their allegiance, and. C HAF. 
a. due. obedience to the Jaws, excepting only fuch XXXHI- 
as. were polli:ted with the blood of their fellow- 
citizens, fhed.under the. mock forms of juftice for 
their loyalty, to. their fovereign, and. adherence to 
the Britifh government: By the fame_proclama- 
tion, the promife. of effectual, countenance, pro- 
tection, and. fupport, was renewed to the loyal 
and well.affected ; and, asfoonas the fituation of 
the province. would admit of it, a reinftatement 
of the. inhabitants. in. the poffeflion of all thofe 
rights and, immunities which they formerly enjoy- 
ed. under the Britifh government; and alfo an ex- 
emption from taxation, except by their own le- 
giflature. Thefe meafures feemed, well calculatedsits effec. 
fo, encourage the loyal, and intimidate the difat- 
fected ; and ‘appear to have produced a confider- 
able effect. Molt of the people round Charlef. 
town, came in, and offered to ftand forth in de- 
fence of the Britifh government; and not a few 
actually, took up arms, and placed themfelves un- 
der the direction. of major Fergufon, who 
was appointed to command them. General 
Williamfon, and the militig of the diftri&t of 
Ninety fix, fubmitted to the officer who com- 
manded the expedition into that part of the coun- 
try ;, andthe inhabitants in the fouthern, parts. of 
the province made the like fubmiffion to the Britith . 
oficer commanding at Beaufort. . Nearly about 
the fame time alfo, the commander in chief re- 
ceived the pleafing intelligence that the continen- 
tal treops. and_ militia, under colonel Burford had 
been, completely routed and difperfed by lieute- 
nant-colonel Varleton, who was fent by, lord 
Cornwallis in purfuit of them, immediately after 
the furrender of Charleftown colonel Burford, 

* . whofe 
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whofe force confitted of three hundred and eighty 
continental infantry, a detachment of Wathington’s 
cavalry, and two fix pounders, quitted his poft 
on the banks of the Santee, and began a retreat 
up the north-eait fide of that river, with a view 
of retiring into the back country of North Caro. 
lina to join a reinforcement which he expeéted to 
meet him by that route. Earl Cornwallis did not 
begin his march in purfuit of him until the eigh- 
teenth of May, and then moved on towards Cam. 
den. After crofling the Santee, and marchi 
fome days on the road by which Burford had re- 
treated, finding him too far advanced to be over- 
taken by the main body of his detachment, lord 
Cornwallis difpatched lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, 
with forty-men of the feventeenth regiment of 
dragoons, one hundred and thirty of the cavalry 
of the legion, and one hundred mounted infantry 
of the fame corps, to endeavour by forced marches 
to come up with him. By this officer, after a 
march of one hundred and five miles in fifty- 
four hours, Burford was overtaken at Waxhaws, 
on the borders of North Carolina, on the twenty- 
ninth of May, and defeated, with the lofs of al- 
moft all his detachment, and the whole of his 
artillery, ammunition, and baggage. The exe- 
cution done in this action was fevere: One hun- 
dred and thirteen were killed on the fpot, and 
two hundred and three made prifoners, of whom 
one hundred and fitty were badly wounded. Bur- 
ford made his efcape by a precipitate flight on 
horfeback. The king’s troops were entitled to 
great commendation for their activity and ardour 
on this occafion, but the virtue of humanity was 
totally forgot. The lofs of the Britifh troops was 
trifling ; two officers and three privates being 
7 killed, 
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| killed, and one officer and fourteen privates Cee 
*. ° 
Es 90 : i me 

he laft remains of the continental force in 
South Carolina being extirpated by the defeat of 
Burford at Waxhaws, and the inhabitants in moft 
parts of the province having either fubmitted to 

the Britifh government, or taken paroles from the 
3 officers 


1780. 


* Upon the march to Camden the Britifh troops were fup- 
ported from the country through which they pafled. A number 
of ‘negroes, mounted on horfes, were employed under proper 
condudors in driving in cattle for the fopport of the army, and, 
though they were in general very fmall, the army was plentifully 
fupplied. “1 he cattle were delivered alive to the regiments, who 
found their own butchers. On the ift of June the royal army 
took poffeflion of Camden, in a day or two after which colonel 
Tarleton joined the army at Camden, diftant nearly one hundred 
miles from Charleftown. Upon the approach of the army to 
Camden the author, who had the honour of being commiffary 
to the troops under lord Cornwallis, was by his lordfhip ordered 
to. move on in front, to poft centinels, and take charge of fuch 
ftores as might be found in the town. In confequence of that. 
order, a mill belonging to a colonel Kerfhaw was taken poffeffion 
of ; in it was found a quantity of wheat and flour. Ina ftore 
belonging to Jofeph and Eli Kerfhaw was found a quantity of © 
merchandize ; 21 rice tierces, 3 hogtheads and a half of indi- 
go, fome tea, fugar, coffee, and linen, which were fent to the 
general hofpital. A quantity of falt, 20 barrels of flour, 18 
ditto Indian corn meal, one hogfhead of rum, a quantity of 
bacon and hams, butter, brimftone, axes and wedges, fent to 
the engineer department. Rhubarb in root, damaged, fent to 
the general hofpital. A number of hats, and fome green cloth, 
diftributed to the troops. In a barn near the river ninety hog- 
fheads of tobacco, part of which was deftroyed by the troops, 
the reft was ordered by lord Cornwallis to be fent to Charlef- 
town. We fhall have occafion hereafter to thew how the indigo 
and tobacco were difpofed of. Near 100 head of cattle were 
found in and near the town, together with fome fheep. Lord 
Cornwallis ordered the commiflaries to give no receipt to colonel 
Kerfhaw for the property taken from him, as he was deemed a 
very violent man, and who was faid to have perfecuted the loy- 
alifts. We will hereafter aflign our reafons for bring fo particu- 
Jar. A return was made every night to lord Cornwallis of all 
{pecies of property taken in the courfe of the day, of its diftri- 
bution, and.of the amount in hand. 
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officers commanding the detachments fent amongft 


them, the commander in chief, confidering the 


province as completely reduced, thought fit, pre- 
vious to his departure for New York, to alter the 
condition of thofe who had fubmitted upon pa- 
role; and, inftead of confidering them any longer 
as prifoners, to require of them the duties, and 
entitle them to the rights of ative citizens, and 
loyal fubjects. For this purpofe, a proclamation 
was iflued, bearing date the third of June, de- 
claring that all the inhabitants of the province 
who were prifoners on parole, except thofe who 


were in the military line, and thofe who were in — 
Fort Moultrie, or in Charleftown, at the time of - 


the furrender of thofe places, or who were then 
in actual confinement, fhould, from and after the 
twentieth of that month, be freed and exempted 
from all fuch paroles, and be reftored to all the 
rights and duties of citizens and inhabitants: 
But, by the fame proclamation, it was alfo declar- 
ed that all perfons under the above defcription, 
who fhould afterwards neglect to return to their 
allegiance, and a due fubmiffion to his majefty’s 
government, fhould be confidered as enemies and 
rebels to the fame, and be treated accordingly. 
Thefe general regulations having been eftablifhed, 
the commander in chief, on the fifth of June, 
embarked for New York, carrying with him all 
the troops that could be fpared, leaving lieute- 
nant-general earl Cornwallis in the command of 
thofe that remained, with the charge of -profecut- 
ing the war in North Carolina as foon as the fea- 
fon of the year, and other circumftances, would 
permit. 

The force left under lord Cornwallis amounted 
to about four thoufand men; and as the expedi- 
tion into North Carolina was neceflarily delayed, 
from the heat of the feafon, the impoflibility of 
4 » fubfifting 


eo 
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fubfi{ting an army in that province until the har- 
veit was over, and the neceflity of forming maga- 
zines, with a chain of communications properly 
fecured before the expedition was begun, the 


', troops were in the mean time fo difpofed in can- 


tonments as to cover the frontiers both of South 
Carolina and Georgia, and fecure their internal 
quiet. The principal force upomthe frontiers was 
at Camden, under the command of lord Rawdon: 


It confifted of the twenty-third and thirty-thind 


regiments, the volunteers of Ireland, the legion 
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cavalry, Brown’s and Hamilton’s corps of pro- | 


vincials, and a detachment of artillery. Major 
M‘Arthur, with the two battalions of the feventy- 
firft, was advanced to Cheraw Hill, upon the 
river Pedee, to cover the country between Came 
den and Georgetown, and to correfpond with the 


highland fettlement on Crofs Creek, in North Cae 


rolina: And Georgetown was garrifoned by a 
detachment. of provincials under captain Saunders 
of the queen’s rangers. Camden was connected 
with the diftriét of Ninety-fix by a ftrong poft at 
Rocky Mount, upon the Wateree, garrifoned by 
the New York volunteers, and fome militia, under 
lieutenant colonel Turnbull. At Ninety-fix were 
ftationed three battalions of provincials, and fome 
companies of light-infantry.; at firft commanded 
by lieutenant-colonel Balfour, and afterwards by 
lieutenant-colonel Cruger. Major. Fergufon’s 
corps of provincials, and a body of loyal militia, 
were not {tationary, but traverfed the country be- 
tween the Wateree and the Saluda, and fometimes 
approached the confines of North Carolina. At 
Augufta lieutenant-colonel Brown commanded 


with his own, and detachments from fome other — 


regiments, ‘Che reft of the troops were {tationed 
at Charlefttown, Beaufort, and Savannah: Briga- 
dier-general Patterfon commanded at the firlt of 

thefe 
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CHAP. thefe places, and lieutenant-colonel Alured Clarke 


XXKIM. ot the laft. And at Camden was to be formed the 

1780. ‘principal magazine for the intended expedi- 
tion. 

Admini. Upon earl Cornwallis: as commander in chief 


peeps of in South Carolina, devolved alfo the care of ad- 
ear. orne 


wallis,com- jufting the internal affairs, and eftablifhing fuch 


mander in regulations, whether civil or commercial, as might. 


h 
gui in. be neceflary for its future profperity ; and, to 


rolinas enter upon this arduous tafk, he repaired to Char- 
leftown, as foon as he had fixed the pofts, and 
cantoned the troops in the manner already men- 
tioned. A correfpondence had been kept up with 
the loyalifts in North Carolina: And, as the ex- 
pedition into that province was neceflarily delay- 
ed, his lordfhip fent. emiffaries amongft them to 
requeft the well-affected to attend to their harveft, 
collect provifions, and remain quiet till the king’s 
troops were ready to enter the provinee, which 
would not be till the end of Auguft, or begin- 
ging of September. But, unfortunately, this 
prudent and neceflary admonition was not attend- 
ed to. A number of loyalifts in Tryon County 
having prematurely aflembled in arms under a 
colonel More, towards the end of June, were 
quickly routed and difperfed by a provincial force 
under general Rutherford. This unfuccefsful in- 
furrection furnifhed a pretence for perfecuting the 
loyalifts in other parts of the province; their gaols 
were filled with loyalifts, and every day added a 
victim to their gibbets: Such were the fufferings 
of the loyalifts; and fo harafled and opprefled 
were they, that about eight hundred of them, 
who had intended to wait-the approach of the 
king’s troops, at length loft all patience, and, 
affembling under a colonel Bryan, quitted their 
habitations, and marched towards South Caroli- 
na, where they were fortunate enough to arrive 
unmolefted, 
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unmolefted, and joined major M‘Arthur’s detach- CHA P. 
ment at Cheraw Hill. Never was a finer body " sesuaptl 
men collected; ftrong, healthy, and accuftomed 
to the feverity of the climate; had they been 
properly difciplined, they might have rendered 
the moft important fervices. Upon their march- 
ing into Camden they prefented to our view the 
horrors of a civil war. Many of them had not 
feen their families for months, having lived in the 
woods to avoid the perfecution of the Americans. 
Numbers of them were in rags, moft of them 
men of property. ‘here were men in Bryan’s 
corps who poffeffed fome hundred acres of land, 
farms highly cultivated, and well ftocked: Thefe, 
with families and friends, they abandoned, to 
manifeft their attachment to the Britifh govern- 
ment. 

In the mean time lord Cornwallis was bufily 
employed at Charleftown in forming regulations 
for the internal government of South Carolina, 
and in forwarding to Camden the fupplies. want- 
ed for the army upon the intended expedition. A 
board of police was eftablifhed for the admini- 
ftration of juilice, until the fituation of the pro- 
wince fhould admit of the regular reftoration of 
its former civil government. Commercial regu- 
lations were made for permitting to a certain ex- 
tent the exportation of the produce of the coun- 
try; and great pains were taken to inroll the mi- 
litia, and prepare for aflifting in the defence of 
the province. In moft cafes paroles were exchang- 
ed tor protections, accompanied with a renewal 
of allegiance; and for fome weeks an univerfal 
calm fucceeded the agitations with which the pro- 
vince was lately diftracted*. 


1780. 


But 

* From thé time that the Britifh army entered Camden, until 
thes'period, it was wholly {upported by fupplies from the neigh- 
bouring 
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But it was not long before the feeds of difcon- 
tent appeared, which, when fully matured, pro- 
duced a counter-revolution in the minds and in- 
clinations of the people as complete and as uni- 
verfal as that which fucceeded the fall of Charlef- 
town. Of thofe originally attached to the Ame- 
rican caufe, who, fince the capture of Charlef- 
town, had fubmitted to the. Britifh government, 
either by taking the oath of allegiance, or ob- 
taining a parole, fome were influenced by the 
ruinous appearance of American affairs, the de- 
fpair of ultimate fuccefs, anda wifhto fave the 
remains of their property that had efcaped the 
ravages and devaftations of war; others were in- 
fluenced by the fear of punifhment, if they per- 
fitted longer in maintaining an oppofition appa- 
rently fruitlefs; and not a few by the hope of 
being fuffered to live quietly upon their eftates, 
as prifoners upon parole, and enjoying a kind of 
neutrality during the remainder of the war. The 
determination of congrefs, to fend a part of gene- 
ral Wafhington’s army to the affiftance of their 
adherents in South Carolina, and the vigorous 
exertions of the colonies of Virginia and North 
Carolina to get a body of men in the field for the 
fame purpofe, quickly difpelled the apprehenfions 
of the two fart of thefe claffes, and roufed afrefh 
their hopes ; And the laft of thefe clafles of men 
was very early difgufted by the proclamation of 
fir Henry Clinton, which, without their confent, 
abrogated the paroles that had been granted, and, 


bouring diftri€ts. The militia were employed in collecting Indian 
corn to be ground into meal, which, iffued when new, made a 
good fubftitute for wheat, ‘They were alfo enyployed in collect- 
ing cattle and fheep; they were allowed four fhillings and. eight | 
pence per head for cattle, and two fhillings and eleven pence 
fterling per head for fheep (for driving only). The owners had 
either a receipt or a certificate given them, (unlefs avowedly hof- 
tile). : 
in 
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in one inftant, converted them either into loyal CH 4 P. 
fubjeéts or rebels.’ If it was proper policy at firft ican 
to hold a middle courfe between thefe oppofite ,.g5, 
extremes, the fame policy required that it fhould 

have been continued fome tithe longer; and that 

the condition of the inhabitants fhould have been 
altered, rather at their own application, either 
individually or colleétively, than by the arbitrary 
power of the commander in chief. In this man- 

ner a proper difctimination might have been made 
between the inhabitants who were really loyal, 

and thofe who were nominally fo: But, by pur- 

fuing the’ oppofite courfe, they were all blended 
indifcriminately together. Even the violent re+ 
volutionift, unlefs he chofe to leave the country, 

was obliged to aflume the appearance of loyalty 

And thus the foundation of mutual jealoufy and 
diftruft was laid amongft the inhabitants them- 
felves. ‘he revolutionifts complained thet their 
condition was altered without their concurrence 5 

and the loyalifts murmured becaufe notorious re- 

bels, by taking the oath of allegiance, and putting 

ona fhew of attachment, became entitled to the 

fame privileges with themfelves. 

Whilft thefe difcontents began to prevail, intel... 4. 
ligence arrived that major-general Baron de tachment 
Kalbe, with a detachment of two thouland men, wom gene 
from Wafhington’s army, had advanced as fat: a ington’s ar- 
Hillfborough, in North Garolina, and was prepar- $Y 076° 
ing to move forward to Salifbuty, where colonel rolina. 
Porterfield, with three hundred Virginians, and 
Rutherford, with fonve North Carolina militia, 
had taken poft: That Cafwell, with one thowfand 
five hundred militia of the fame province, had 
marched from Crofs Creek to Deep River, in 
erder to join the baron de Kalbe on the road to 
Salifbury ; that two thoufarid five hundred Virgi- 
fia militia were upon their march to the fouth- 

ward; 
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CHA P.ward; and that the aflembly of Virginia had | 
XXXII. voted five thoufand men to be. immediately 
's780. draughted from the militia, who were:toferve.as | 
corps of obfervation. This intelligence increafed =| 
the ill-humour of thofe inhabitants of South Ca- 
rolina who were difaffe&ted to the Britifh govern- 
ment, and cherifhed the fpirit of revolt, which 
began to difcover itfelf; when not long after- 
wards information was received that congrefs had 
determined to make a bold effort for the recovery 
of South Carolina and Georgia, and that major- 
general Gates, whofe fame had been already efta- 
blifhed at Saratoga, was appointed to the com- 
Move- mand of the fouthern army. Befides thofe corps | 
pomennng: it" enemy already mentioned, acolonel Sump- — f 
colonel ter, who had fled out of the province “after the | 
Sumpter. “conqueft of Charleftown, had influence enough 
to attach to himfelf a number of the people in 
that part of North Carolina where he had taken 
refuge, and with thefe, joined to fome refugees 
from his own province, forming a kind of flying 
camp, he had advanced as far as the Catawba fet- 
tlement. In confequence of fuch threatening 
movements on the part of the enemy, lord Raw- 
don found it neceflary to make an alteration in 
the difpofition of his pofts, with a view of mak- 
ing them more compact; and major M‘Arthur, 
whofe po't at Cheraw Hill was moft expofed, re- 
ceived orders to fall back. 
About this time, that fpirit of revolt, which 
had been hitherto reftrained by the diftance of 
the continental force now advancing to the fouth- 
ward, burft forth into action: And it made its 
appearance in two different quarters of the pro- 
vince nearly about the fame initant of time. 
Ever fince the fall of Charleftown the command 
of the militia, in the diltrit bordering on the 
rivers Tyger and Enoree, had been given toa 
colonel 
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colonel Floyd, their former commander, colonel C HAP. 
Neale, a violent perfecutor of the loyalifts, hav- *¥*1!J- 
ing fled out of the province. One Lifle, who 
had belonged to this corps whilft it was under 
the command of Neale, and who had been ba- 
nifhed to the iflands upon the fea-coaft as a prifo- 
ner upon parole, availing himfelf of the com- 
mander in chief’s proclamation of the third of 
June, took the oath of allegiance, and exchang- 
ed his parole for a certificate of his being a good 
fubje&. Returning to his former abode, he ob- 
tained a command under colonel Floyd, and as 
foon as the battalion of militia was fupplied with 
arms and ammunition, had the traiterous addrefs 
‘to carry it off to colonel Neale, his former com- 
mander, who had joined Sumpter in the Catawba 
fettlement. This inftance of treachery happened 
in the north-weft quarter of the province; and 
nearly about the fame time a fimilar inftance-oc- 
curred in the north-eaft part of it. When it be- 
came neceflary for major M‘Arthur to retire from 
Cheraw Hill, he embarked in boats the fick of 
his detachment, amounting to near an hundred, 
and ordered them to fall down the Pedee, to the 
Britifh poft at Georgetown, under an efcort of 
militia commanded by colonel Mills; but as foon 
as the boats had proceeded fo far as to be out of 
the reach of affiftance from major M‘Arthur, the 
militia rofe upon their commanding officer, and 
carried the fick into North Carolina as prifoners. 
Colonel Mills with fome difficulty made his ef- 

cape. 

im oun being joined by the battalion of mili- Hisattempt 
tia under Lifle, completely armed and furnifhed onthe Bri- 
with ammunition, his active genius led him to un- aa ie . 
dertake without delay fome enterprife again{t the Mount. 
Britifh outpofts. Towards the end of July he 
marched from the Catawba fettlement with ‘nine 


hundred 
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hundred men; and on the thirtieth of that 
month made an attack on the Britith poft at Rocky 
Mount, where lieutenant colonel Turnbull com- 


amanded, with one hundred and fifty of the corps - 
cof New York volunteers, and forme militia. Rocky 


Mount was ably defended by Turnbull, with his 
little garrifon ; and Sumpter, after being repulfed 
in three different attacks, with a confiderable lofs 
of mea, was obliged to defilt. He retreated again 
towards the Catabaw fettlement, without being 
difcouraged by the want of fuccefs ; and, as foon 
as he had recruited a fufficient number to make 
ap for the lofs of men fuftained at Rocky Mount, 
he returned towards the Britifh cantonments, and 
made an attack upon the poft at Hanging Rock. 
This poft was occupied by the infantry of the 
legion, part of Brown’s corps of provincials, and 
colonel Bryan’s North Carolina refugees; the 
whole being under the command.of major Carden 
of the Prince of Wales’s American regiment. 


Sumpter directed his attack again{t that quarter of 


the poft which was occupied by colonel Bryan and 
his refugees, and was fortunate enough to furprife 
them: This corps was but ill fupplied with am- 
munition, and had no bayonets. It is difficult 
even for the belt difciplined men to withftand the 
effeéts of a furprife; but, for undifciplined men 
it is impoffible. ‘The refugees fled with the utmoft 
precipitation, and fpread confufion through every 
quarter of the poft. Sumpter, profiting by the 
confufion, advanced with rapidity, and for a time 
feemed to carry every thing before him. At 
length the legion of infantry, and the detachment 
from Brown’s corps, by making three defperate 
charges with the bayonet, checked his progrels. 
Still, however, he perfevered, and the fate of the 
attack remained doubtful, when the appearances of 
a reinforcement changed entirely the fortune of 

. the 
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the day. This reinforcement confifted only of CHAP. 
forty mounted infantry of the legion who were XXXII. 
returning from Rocky Mount: But the captains — cake 
Stewart and Macdonald, who commanded it, by” 
ordering the mén-to éxtertd theit files, gave it the 
appearance of a formidable detachment. The 
bugle horns were directed to found a charge: 
And'the Americans, already kept at'bay, were now 
fearful of being overpowereil, anid: haitily retreat- 
éd, leaving behind themy about oné hwndred of 
their killed and wounded: 

~The lofs of the Britis troops’ in‘ repelling: this 
attack, does not appear to have beem exaaly af- 
certained,,. butit is' admitted: to have been-confider- 
able; and it fell principally upon! the legion: and 
the detachment from Brown’s regiment, the refu- 
giées’ having’ fled’fo' early: that few of them’ weré 
eitherkilled' or wounded: Major’ Cardentexpoled 
himfelf to cetfere*arid-difprace;- by refigning: the 
comintand! to captain Roofslét’ of the legion'int the 
heat of a&tion:: 
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C HA P.- XXXIV. 


Earl Cornwallis fets out from Charleftown to Camden 
—Adhion between the Americans under General 
Gates, and the Britifh under Earl Cornwallis, near 
Camden—The American Force under Colonel 

_ Sumpter furprifed by Colonel Tarleton—Perfidy of 
the Americans—Reflrained by Examples of Seve- 
_rity—Lord Cornwallis marches. into North Caro- 
lina—Defeat and Fall of Mayor Ferg ufon.. 


N the mean time the different corps of conti- 
nental troops and militia, commanded. by the 


““\-— baron de Kalbe, Cafwell, Rutherford, and Porter- 


1780. 


field, having formed.a junétion, entered the pre- 
vince of South Carolina. General Gates joined 
them on the twenty-feventh of July; and the 
whole, under his command, advanced by the main 
toad towards Camden. Inorder to ftop their pro- 
grefs, lord Rawdon moved forward, with the 
force under his command at Camden, and took a 
ftrong pofition about fourteen miles in front of 
it, upon the weft branch of Lynche’s Creek. Ge- 
neral Gates advanced on the oppofite fide; and 
the two armies continued for feveral days oppofed 
to each other, with the creek only intervening 
between their advanced parties. Whilft the 
oppofite armies lay in this fituation, orders were 
fent to lieutenant-colonel Cruger to forward with 
all hafte to Camden the four companies of light 
infantry ftationed at Ninety-fix ; and intelligence 
being received of a movement made by the Ame- 
ricans towards their right, orders were fent to the 


Britifh 
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Pritith officer commanding at Rugeley’s Mills, to CHAP. 


evacuate his poft, which was expofed on account 
of its advanced fituation, and, after fending part 


of his detachment to join the army, to retire with. 


the re(t to Camden. By the evacuation of the 
poft at Rugeley’s Mills the road leading from 
Wexhaws to Camden was left unguarded ; and 
lord. Rawdon, fearing that general Gates might 
attempt to pals him by this road, and get into his 
rear, found it neceflary to fall back from Lynche’s 
Creek, nearer to Camden, and took a new pofi- 
tion at Logtown. By this time almoft all the in- 
habitants between Black River and Pedee had 


openly revolted and joined the Americans; and, 


in other quarters, they feemed difpofed to follow 
the example, whenever it could be done with fe- 


curity... Sumpter, with his force increafed by a_ 
detachment of a continental foldiers, was fent . 


acrofs the Wateree to favour the revolt of the in- 
habitants on the fouth weft fide of that river, and 


to intercept the fupplies and reinforcements on - 


the road to Camden ;:and general Gates, in order 
to preferve a communication with Sumpter, moy- 
ed to his right up the north fide of Lynche’s 
_ Creek, and took poft at Rugeley’s Mills, intending 
to advance from thence, by the. Waxhaw road, to 
Camden. Information of thefe movements on 
the part of the enemy being regularly tranfmitted 
by lord Rawdon to Charleftown, earl Cornwallis 
thought it neceflary to poftpone the completion of 
the civil arrangements in which he had for fome 
time paft been engaged, and to proceed to Camden, 
where the threatening afpect of affairs required 


XXXIV. 
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all his immediate attention. He fet out from El 
: i ) Cornwallis 
Charleftown in the evening of the tenth, and ftsou 


arrived at Camden in the evening of the thirteenth, from Char- 


eftown to 


of Auguft.. The following day he fpent in exa- G2 tn 
mining the condition of his own force, and in Augutt. 


Q2 obtaining 
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CHAP. obtaining information of that of the enemy: 
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“Nearly cight hundred Britifh troops were fick at 


Camden. The number of thofe who were really 
effective, amounted to fomething more than two 
thoufand, including officers, of whom.about fifteen 


hundred were regulars, or belanged to eftablithed 


provincial corps, and the reft, militia and refugees 
from North Carolina. The force under general 
Gates was reprefented to amount to fix thoufand 
men, eéxclufive of Sumpter’s corps, which was 
eftimated at one thoufand: The American ac- 
counts, fince publifhed, fay that general Gates’s 
army, even including Sumpter’s corps, did not 
much exceed five thoufand men;, but we have 
ground for believing that general Gates’s force 
was little lefs than fix thoufand ftrong. But 
aimoft the whole country feemed upon the eve. of 
arevolt*. The communication between Camden 

| ies | and 


* The militia of South Carolina were in general faithlefs, and 
altogether diffatisfiediin the Brititi fervice. One great caufe of 
complaint, with them was, that their, horfes were frequently: prefft 
ed for the cayalry and quarter-mafter-general’s department; and. 
that thofé who could, obtain certificates for them at a fair price, 
were neverthelefs great lofers by difpofing of thofe certificates 
to: men. wha purchafédithem.at an enormous difcount, a {pecula- 
tion which-very. much, injured the public grediz,in than colony. 
Tt is to be obferved that a, diflinction, was. made between, a 
RECEIPT and a certiricate. Where the word Receipt was, 
made ufe of, it was intended that the proprietor fhould- be: paid: 
upon_his: prefenting it at Charleftown,, and many.of thofereceipts 
were afterwards, actually paid by orders.on the paymatler-general, 
Where the word Certificate, was made ule of, it was, intended as. 
an evidence in the hands of the holder, of fuch and fuch pro: 
perty being taken, its payment to: depend: on. contingencies. 
This regulation, governed the conduct of the commiflary. untiby 
lord, Cornwallis moved from Wyanefbarough. in. January 17815 - 
then when receipts were given, they not only fpecified the pro-, 
perty, but the value of that property, which gave them a nego- 
tiable authority. When, certificates were given, the property: 
was fpecified, but,no valueafixed: Its.payment, as before, wase: 
to depend on the merit. or, demerit of the.panty,at the end of the, 

war. 
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and CharleRowh appeared in dangét of Being cut CHAP. 


off by the enterprifing movements of Sumpter, XXXIV, 
whofe numbers were daily encreafing by the juric- 198 er 


tion of difaffeCted inhabirants. The fafety of the 
army depended upon preferving a communication 
with the fea coaft; and fomething was necéflary 
to be done itnmediately for extricating it from its 

érilous fituation. At this juncture a retreat to 

harleftown might have been effected without 
ihuch difficulty ; but the fick muft have been left 
behind, the thagazines of ftores either abandoned 
6t deftroyed, and the lols of the whole cotintry 
would have neéceflarily followed, except indéed 
Charleftown, in which there was already a fuffici- 
ent garrifon for its deferice. A defeat could not 
be much more injurious in its confequences than 
fuch a retreat: And where the motives for action 
fo ftrongly pteponderated, there was not much 
room for délibetation in the brealt of an officer of 
fo much énterprife as lord Cornwallis. Confiding 
in the yalout and difcipliné of his troops, how- 
ever infetior in number, he refolved to move for- 
ward and attack the enemy, whole prefént fituation 
at Rugeléy’s Mills inclined him to execute his iii 
tention without delay. Meaning to attack them 
early in the motning of the fixteenth of Auguft, 
anid to poirt his attack principally agaitft the con- 
tihental révitnents, whole pofition, from thé infor: 
mation he had received, he knew to be a bad ofié, 
eat! Cornwallis began his march towards Rugeléy’s 
Mills, at ten in the évening of the fifteenth of 
Auguft, committing the defence of Camden té 
major M’Arthur, with forré provincials, militia, 


wat. Receipts wéte frequently tefafed ; bat certificates never, 
unlefsthe perfon whofe property had been takeo Was known! co: 
be a decided énemy, afd his character marked? by acts of inha- 


manity towards the loyalifts. 


convaleféénts 
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CHAP. convalefcents of the army, and a detachment of 

Races the fixty- third regiment, which was expected to 

1780, atrive during the night. he army marched in 

the following order: The front divifion, com- 

manded by lieutenant colonel Webtfter, confifted 

of four companies of light- infantry, and the 

twenty-third and thirty-third regiments, preceded 

by twenty cavalry, and as many mounted infantry 

of the legion, as an advanced guard. ‘The centre 

divifion confifted of the volunteers of Ireland, the 

degion of infantry, Hamilton’s North Carolina 

regiment, and colonel Bryan’s refugees, under the 

command of lord Rawdon. And the two batta- 

lions of the feventy-firft regiment followed as a 

referve; the dragoons of the legion forming the 

rear-guard. It is not a little fingular that the 

fame night nearly about the fame time, and with a 

fimilar intention, general Gates fhould have left 

his encampment at Rugeley’s Mills, and moved 

forward towardsCamden. Both armies marching 

on the fame road, in oppofite directions, their ad- 

“vanced guards met and fired upon each other 

Aion be- about two in themorning. Some prifoners were 

tween the made on both fides; and from thefe the refpeClive 

under gene- commanders became acquainted with the move- 

ral Gates, ments of the other; Both armies halted and were 
and the Bri- 

tih, under formed; and the firing foon afterwards ceafed as 

the earl if by mutual confent. . The ground on which the 
Cornwallis 

hear Cam.’ two armies had accidentally met was as favourable 

den. for lord Cornwallis as he could have wifhed: A 

fwamp on each fide fecured his flanks, and narrow- 

ed.the ground in front, fo as to render the fuperi- 

ority of the enemy in numbers of lefs confe- 

quence: He therefore waited with impatience for 

the approach of day; and as foon as it appeared 

made his laft difpofition for the attack. ‘The front 

line was made up of the two divifions of the army 

already mentioned under lord Rawdon and lieu- 

ee eee tenant. 
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tenant-colonel Webfter, Webfter’s divifion being C HA P. 
to theright, and lord Rawdon’s tothe left. hele ***!V- 
divifions were difpofed in {uch a manner, that the 1780, 
thirty-third regiment, on the left of Webfter’s, 
communicating with the volunteers of Ireland, on 
the right of lord Rawdon’s, formed the centre of 
the line ; and to the front line were attached two 
fix-pounders, and two three-pounders, under the 
direction of lieutenant Macleod of the royal artil- 
lery. The feventy-firft regiment, with two fix- 
pounders, formed a fecond line, or referve, one 
battalion being pofted behind each wing; and in 
the rear of the whole, the cavalry were ready 
either to charge or purfue, as circumftances might 
require, 3 

The American army was alfo formed in two 
lines, general Gift’s brigade of continental troops 
being on the right, the North Carolina militia in 
the centre, and the Virginia militia, which had 
joined the army only the day before, with the 
light-infantry, and Porterfield’s corps, being on 
the left. The firft Maryland brigade formed a 
fecond line or corps de referve: And the artillery 
was divided between the two brigades. 

‘The oppofite armies being thus ranged in order 
of battle, and fome movement being obferved on 
the left of the provincial line, as if a change of 
difpofition had been intended, lord Cornwallis 
deemed this the critical moment for beginning 
the ation, and gave orders to lieutenant-colonel 
Webfter to advance and charge the enemy. The 
order was immediately executed with fuch alacri- 
ty, and the charge made with fo much prompti- 
tude and fuccefs, that the Virginia mili-‘ia, quickly 
giving way, threw down their arms and fled, and 
were foon afterwards followed by the greate!t part 
of the militia of North Carolina. Vhe Ame- 
rican refetve was now brought into ation; 

and 


ricer 


in the purfuit, and about one thoufand made pri- 
foners, many of whom were wounded. Of this 
number, were major-general baron de Kalbe, and 
brigadier-general Rutherford. ‘The former of 
thefe officers at the head of a continental regi, 
ment of infantry, made a vigorous charge on 
the left wing of the Britifh army, and when 
wounded Be taken prifoner would f{carcely he. 
lieve that the provincial army had been defeated, 
He died of his wounds a few days after the action, 
much regretted by the Americans. One hundred 
and fifty waggons, a confiderable quantity of mi; 
litary ftores, and all the baggage and camp equi- 
page of the provincial army, a number of colours, 

and 


- the action by at leaft three hundred. Lord 
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and feven pieces of cannon, were taken. Gene-C HAP. 


ral Gates, who retired with the militia to endeav- 
our to rally them, finding all his efforts vain, 
gave up every thing as loft, and fled firft to Char- 
jotte, ninety miles from the place of action; and 
from thence to Hillfborough, in North Carolina, 
one hundred and eighty miles from Camden-—. 
General Gift alone, of all the American com- 
manders, was able to keep together about’ one 
hundred men, who flying acrofs a {wamp on their 
right, through which they could not be purfued 
by the Britifh dragcons, made good their retreat 


‘ina body. The lofs of the Britith troops in this 


battle amounted to three hundred and twenty-five, 
of whom fixty-nine were killed, two hundred 
and forty-five wounded, and eleven miffing. The 
weight of the aétion fell upon the thirty-third re- 
giment in the left of) Webfter’s divifion, and the 
yolunteers of Ireland in the right of lord Raw- 
don’s; and of courfe, by them the greateft lofs 
was fuftained, which amounted to two thirds of 
the whole. ‘The road for fome miles was ftrewed 
with the wounded and killed, who had been over- 
taken by the legion in their purfuit. ‘The num- 
ber of dead horfes, broken waggons, and bag- 
gage, fcattered on the road, formed a perfect 
feene of horror and confufion : Arms, knapfacks, 
and accoutrements found were innumerable; fuch 
was the terror and difmay of the Americans, 
The number of killed, wounded, and taken, ex- 
ceeded the number of Britifh regular troops in 
Aen: 

waillis’s judgment in planning, his promptitude in 
executing, and his fortitude and coolnefs during 
the time of the action, juftly attracted univerfal 
applaufe and admiration. ‘Fhe ford Rawdon, 
who was only twenty-five years of age, bore a 
very confpicuous part in this day’s action. Colo- 
nel 
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CHA P. nel Webfter’s condué was confiftent with his ge- 
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", neral character : Cool, determined, vigilant, and 


active in action, he added to a reputation eftab- 
lifhed. by long fervice, the univerfal efteem and 
refpect of the whole army, as an officer of great 
experience and obfervation as well as bravery and 
rigid difcipline. In a word, every Britith officer 
and foldier evinced in this day’s action the moft 
perfect intrepidity and valour. The American 
wounded were treated with the utmott humanity. 
General Gates’s conduct has been much cen- 
fured. Weare told no place was appointed for 
rendezvous in cafe of a defeat: His baggage 
fhould have been much farther in the rear: By 
delay Gates muft have added to his ftrength 
every hour, but he was confident of fuccefs. | 
_ General Gates’s army being thus completely 
ruined and difperfed, the only. provincial force in 
South Carolina which remained entire was that 
under Sumpter on the other fide of the Wateree. 
Had he been permitted to retire into North Caro- 
lina unmolefted, his force, fmall as it was, would 
have. been fufficient to Occupy a convenient 
itation for collecting the f{cattered remains of the 
American army: It was therefore of importance 
to {trike at his corps, and endeavour to cut it off. 
4An object of fo much confequence did not efcape 
the attention of the commander in chief; and in 
the evening of the day of the engagement orders. 
were fent to lieutenant colonel Turnbull, who,. 
with the New York volunteers, upon evacuating 
the poft at Rocky Mount, had joined major Fer-— 
gufon’s corps on Little River, to endeavour to in- 
tercept Sumpter in his retreat. The light-infantry 
and the legion, who were deftined to proceed on 
the fame fervice, being exhaufted with the fatigues 
of the day, were fuffered to repofe themfelves 
during the night, but received orders to be in 
ee readinefs 
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readinefs to march early the next morning, under 
the command of lieutenant-colonel Tarleton. On 


the following morning this a¢tive and enterprifing 


officer, in purfuance of his orders, fet out with 
his detachment, amounting to three hundred and 
fifty men, and receiving intelligence, during his 
march, of the retreat of Sumpter along the wef- 
tern banks of the Wateree, purfued fo clofely, 
that, after pafling the riverat Rocky Mount Ford, 
he overtook him at two in the afternoon of the 
eighteenth of Augult, near the Catawba Ford, 
when he was within a few hours march of reach- 
ing a friendly fettlement. Sumpter, upon hearing 
of general Gates’s defeat at Camden, immediately 
began his retreat, and moved with fo much dil- 
patch, that, thinking himfelf already out of all 
danger, he had encamped at this early hour to 
give his men fome repofe during ae ag of the 
day. ‘The furprife was fo complete, that the Bri- 
tifh foldiers, both cavalry and infantry, entered 
the American camp, and cut off the provincials 
from their arms and artillery before they. had time 
to aflemble. Some oppofition was however made 
from behind the waggons in front of the militia, 


but the univerfal confternation which prevailed 


rendered it ineffeCtual. One hundred and fifty of 
the provincials were either killed or wounded, 


1780. 
The Ame- 
rican force 
under colo- 
nel Sump- 
ter furprifed 
y colonel 
‘Tarleton. 


and upwards of three hundred made prifoners. | 


Sumpter’s force confifted of one hundred conti- 
nental foldiers, feven hundred militia, and two 
pieces of cannon: And he had in his train about 
two hundred and fifty prifoners, part of them 
Britith foldiers, ‘and the reft loyal militia, a num- 
ber of waggons laden with rum and other ftores 
for the Britifh, which he had taken in the neigh- 
bourhood of Camden, on the oppofite fide of the 
river. ‘Che prifoners were all releafed, and the 
waggons retaken: And the whole of the Re: 

cia 
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CHAP. cial ftores, ammunition, and baggage, with their 
XXXIV. artillery, and one thoufand ftand of arms, fell 


T 780. 


into the hands of the conquerors. Sumpter, by 
riding off without waiting to put on his coat,. 
which he had laid afide on account of the heat of 
the weather, made his efcape; but the reft of © 
his detachment were all either killed, taken, or 
difperfed. ‘The rapidity of Tarleton’s march had 
been fo great, that when he arrived at Fifhing 
Creek, more than one half of his detachment, over- 
powered with fatigue, could proceed no farther. 
With only one hundred dragoons, and fixty of 
the light-infantry, he continued the purfuit; and 
with this fmall number the victory was atchieved. 
The lofs of the Britifh detachment was inconfi- 
derable: It amounted to only nine killed, and fix 
wounded; but unfortunately, amongtt the former, 
was captain Charles Campbell, who commanded 
the light-infantry, a young officer of the moft. 
promifing abilities, whofe death was greatly la- 
mented. : | | 
By the victory gained over general Gates at 
Camden, and the rout and total difperfion of his 
army, followed fo foon after by the defeat and 
ruin of the corps under Sumpter, the provincial. 
force to the fouthward feemed for a time entirely 
annihilated ; and nothing prevented earl Corn- 
wallis from proceeding immediately on his long- 
proje&ed expedition into North Carolina, but the 
want of fome fupplies for the army, which were 
on their way from Charleftown. In the mean 
time emiffaries were again fent into North Caro- 
lina, with inftractions to the friends of govern- 
ment to take arms, and feize the moft violent of 
their perfecutors, with all the magazines and ftores 
for the ufe of the American government, under 
an aflurance that the Britifh army would march 
without lofs of time to their fupport. 
The 
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The delay occafioned by waiting for the flores, C 1 AP. 
gave time to the commander in chief again, to sa Se 
employ his thoughts upon the internal affairs of ,.35.— 
the province, and to. form fome new regulations 
which recent events and circumflances had ren- 
dered. more immediately neceflary. It was no perfay of 
apparent, by the revolts that had taken place up: the Ameri- 
on the approach of general Gates, anc by the “" 
number of militia. who had joined him after ex- 
changing their paroles for protections, and {wear- 

- ing allegiance to the Britifh government, that 

thofe perfons were not to be depended upon, that 

the lenity which had been fhewn to them had 

been abufed, and that it was become neceflary to 

reftrain their perfidy by examples of feverity, and 

the terrors of punifhment. With this view, the refrained 

eftates of all thofe who had left the province to co 

join the enemies of Great: Britain, or who were oe 

émployed in the fervice, or held commiflions un- 

der. the authority of congrefs, and) alfo of all 

thofe who continued to oppofe the. re-eftablifhment 

of his majefty’s. government within the. province, 

were ordered to be fequeftered: A commiilioner 

was appointed to feize upon them; and after a 

fufficient allowance was made for the, fupport of’ 

the wives and families of fuch, delinquents, the 

refidue of the annual produce of their eftates was 

to be accounted for to the paymatter-general of 

the forces, and to be. applied to the public fer-: 

vice. Inftant death was.again denounced again{t 

thofé who, having taken protections from, the; 
Britifh government, fhould afterwards join the 
enemy; and, to imprefs them with an idea that, 

this punifhment would be. hereafter rigoroufly-in-- 
fligted, fome few of the moft hardened of the. 
militia, who had been taken, in general Gates’s, 
army, with. arms in, their hands, and, protections. 

in their, pockets, were, actually executed. But, 
perfidy, 
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perfidy, it feems, was not confined to the lower 
ranks of men: By letters found upon fome of 
the oflicers of general Gates’s army, it was dif- 
covered that even perfons of fuperior rank, prifo- 
ners upon parole in Charleftown, had held an 
improper correfpondence with their friends in the 
country. In confequence of this difcovery, thofe 
perfons, and fome others, againft. whom there 
were {trong circumftances of fufpicion, were at 
firft put on board the prifon-fhips, and afterwards 
fent to St. Auguftine, in Eaft Florida, where pa- 
roles were again allowed to them, but under fuch 
reftrictions as their recent conduét rendered ne- 
ceflary. 

As foon as the neceflary fupplies arrived, lord 
Cornwallis on the eighth of September began his 


into North march from Camden, proceeding through the 


Carolina, 


hoftile fettlement of Waxhaws to Charlotte-town, 
in the back parts of North Carolina. This march 
was no doubt projected with a view of bearing 
down all oppofition: His lordfhip was to pafs 
through the moft hoftile parts of either province 
with the main army, whilft major Fergufon, with 
his corps of loyal militia, was to advance ftill 
nearer to the frontiers; and lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton, with the cavalry, and the light and le- 
gion infantry, to purfue an intermediate courfe, 
and move up the weftern banks of the Wateree. 
On the right of his lordfhip’s march, but at a con- 
fiderable diftance, was the friendly fettlement of 
highlanders, at Crofs Creek, and on his left ano- 
ther friendly fettlement in ‘Tryon County. If he 
was able to reduce to obedience the inveterate in- 
habitants of the tract of country through which 
the main army marched, a communication might 
be opened between the friendly fettlements on the 
right and left, a powerful afliftance derived’ from 
their co-operation, and the fpeedy reduction of 

the 
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the whole province reafonably expected. The CHAP. 
- previous meafures appeared well adapted to the *XXIV. 
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end: And the reduction of the province of North 
Carolina was undoubtedly at this time confidently 
looked for. But to confound human wifdom, 
and fet at nought the arrogance and prefumption 
of man, unexpected incidents daily arife in the 
affairs of human life, which, conducted by an in- 
vifible hand, derange the beft-concerted {chemes, 


as will be exemplified in the event of the prefent 


expedition. 

The march of the main army was performed 
without any material occurrence, except that a 
number of the convalefcents. telapfed into their 
former ftate of illnefs, and were left behind at 
Blair’s Mills, under the care of major M‘Arthur, 
who remained there, with the feventy-firft regi- 
ment, for their protection, for the fecurity of 
the mills, and for preferving the communication 
with Camden. ‘farleton, with the cavalry and 
light-infantry, received orders to pafs the Catawba 
at Blair's Ford: And Charlotte was taken pof- 
fefion of after a flight refiftance from the militia 
towards the end of September. At this period, 
major Hanger commanded the legion, colonel 
Tarleton being ill. In the centre of Charlotte, 
interfecting the two principal {treets, ftood a large 
brick building, the upper part being the court- 
houfe, and the under part the market-houfe. 
Behind the fhambles a few Americans on horfe- 
back had placed themfelves. The legion was or- 
dered to drive them off ; but, upon receiving a 
fire from behind the falls, this corps fell back. 
Lord Cornwallis rode up in perfon, and made ufe 
of thefe words :—“* Legion, remember you have 
** every thing to lofe, but nothing to gain;’’ al- 
luding, as was fuppofed, tothe former reputation 
of this corps. Webiter’s brigade moved on and 

drove 
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hota: drove the Americans front behind the court-houfe;) 


_,the legion then purfued them; but the whole of 
1780, the Britifh army was actually lsept at bay, for 
fome minutes,. by. a'few mounted Americans,: not’ 

exceeding twenty in-number.. : 
The vicinity of Charlotte abounded with 
mills* ; and. the army, during its ftay, was fuffi+ 
ciently fupplied with provifions, notwithftanding: 
the hoftile difpofition' of the inhabitants. So’ in- 
veterate was their. rancour, that tae meffengers,. 
with expreffes for the commander in chief,. were: 
frequently murdered; and the inhabitants, in- 
ftead of. remaining quietly at home to receive’ 
payment for. the produce. of their plantations;. 
made ita practice-to. way-lay' the Britifh: foraging’ 
parties, fire their. rifles-from concealed: places, and! 
then-fly into the. woods +;. Neverthelefs Charlotte; | 
frony | 


* In colonel Polk’s mill was. found. twenty-eight thoufand 
weight of flour, and a quantity of wheat. 

+ There were feveral large, well cultivated farms in the neigh- 
bourlood of Ciarlotte:. An! abundance® of cattle’; few: flreep’s 
the cattle beihg . moftly: milch-cows,: or cows” with calf, which’ 
at that feafon of the year was the belt beefs. for. the cattle: ins 
North and South Carolina run wild in the woods, and at this 
feafon are’in general very ‘poor. A’s’ ait inftance; when the‘ar- 
my was at Charlotte;. we killed‘upon’ an average: yoo’ head pet 
day. The‘amount of: rations-iflued,- including:the:army: depart: 
ments, militia, negroes, &c. was 4100 per day, The: leannefs! 
of the cattle will account forthe number killed’each day. This? 
was not-confined'to Charlotte; for they’were’poor‘at’ this feafon 
throughout the Carolinas 5. very’ few! of: the ‘oxen! were fit to‘kilk, 
In.one, day no-lefs. than’ 37 cows in: calf: werelaughtered :) Neo 
ceflity only juftified this meafure. -At this period the royal army, 
was fupported by lord Rawdon’s' moving with one half of the 
army*one ‘day; and- colonel ‘Weblter; with- the’ other’ half, the 
next day; as as covering ipatty;.to protedt’ the! foraping’ parties: 
and.cattle-drivers.. This-meafure. was-rendered«neceflary: from 
the hoftile difpofition of the inhabitants. Wheat: and. rye were 
collected inthe {traw, Indian corn in the huflt} and brought in. 
wegpons-to “Charlotte; where! (inahe cdurtvhotfe) it-wascthreflr- 
edrout by;the=milivia amd neptoes,: and! then ei 
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from its intermediate pofition between Camden and epee 
Salifbury, was a convenient fituation to be oc- : 
cupied whenever the army fhould advance farther 780. 
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into North Carolina; and here, accordingly, lord 
Cornwallis intended to eftablifh.a poft. But whilft 
he was taking meafures for this purpofe, the un- 
welcome news arrived of the defeat of major 
Fergufon ; the fall of that officer, and the de- 
ftruction, captivity, or difperfion of his whole 
corps. ‘The total lofs of fo confiderable a de- 
tachment, from the operations of which fo much 
was expected, put a flop, for the prefent, to the 
farther progrefs of the commander in chief, and 
obliged him to fall back into South Carolina, for 
the protection of its weftern borders againft the 
incurfions of a horde of mountaineers, whofe 
appearance was as unexpected as their fuccefs was 
fatal to the profecution. of the intended expedi- 
tion. 


This was attended with much trouble and fatigue to the army ; 
neverthelefs meal was not wanting; cattle there were in abund- 


~ ance. When a cow calves in the Carolinas, the owner marks 


the calf, and turns it into the woods, where it remains for three 

or four, and even feven, years, without ever being brought out, 

Individual farmers have marked from twelve to fifteen hundred 

calves in one year. It would never anfwer to fodder fuch a 

number of cattle. The climate being very much to the fouth- 
ward, admits of their running in the woods all the winter, 

where a fpecies of coarfe wild grafs grows moft luxuriantly all 

the year. Pennfylvania and Maryland do not raife black cattle 

fufficient for their own confumption. The drovers from Penn- 

fylvania goto the Carolinas, purchafe thefe lean cattle at a very 

low price, and bring them to Pennfylvania, where they are fatted 

in the rich meadows on the banks of the Schuylkill and Dela- 

ware rivers for market. This will explain, in fome degree, why 

the Carolinas fuffered fo much during the war ; for the planters_ 
property confifted chiefly in cattle and negroes, there not being 

white inhabitants fufficient to cultivate the land; the planters 

afferting, that, without negroes, indigo and rice could not be. 
cultivated, the whites not being able to bear the heat of the 

climate: The negroes in general followed the Britifh army, 
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The Americans under Colonel Clarke make an Attack 
on Augu a—Rctreat of Clarke—i be Detachment 
under Major Fergufon attacked and overpowered 
by american Mountaineers—Lord Cornwallis falls 
back to South Carolina—Colonel Tarleton checks 
the Inroads. of the American Partizan Marion— | 
Junction of the American Forces under Sumpter, 
Clarke, and Brannen—Adtion at Black{ftock’s 
Fill between Sumpter and Tarleton. 


CHAP. WN order to trace the caufes of an event fo im- | 
daspekar portant in its confequences as the defeat of : 
major Fergufon, it will be neceflary to goa little 
farther back. A colonel Clarke, an inhabitant 
of Georgia, who had fled from that province after 
its reduction by colonel Campbell in 1779, having 
attached to himfelf fome followers on the fron- 
tiers of North and South Carolina, made his way 
through thefe provincés, his numbers increafing 
as he advanced, until he reached the province of 
Georgia,, where, during the march of lord Corn- 
wallis from Camden to Charlotte, he made an 
attack upon the: Britifh poft at Auguita. Here 
Seine g lieutenant-colonel Brown commanded, with a 
der colonel Garrifon of ene hundred and. fiity provincials ; 
Clarke and as the town did not afford an eligible pofition 
make an at- Pe aR, ae pistes © i : 
tackon Au. for defence} he: marched from thence with: his 
guta. — garrifon, ‘and: fome friendly Indians, whom he 
had called to. his afliftance, towards Garden Hill, 
an eminence on the banks of the Savannah. ‘This 
hill he found was already occupied by the enemy ; 
z diet atl by 
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but, bringing his cannon to bear upon them, and CHA P. 


at the fame time making a charge with his whole 
force, the enemy wer; diflodged, after a defpe- 
rate conflict of twenty minutes, at the end of 
which, lieutenant colonel Brown gained poffeffion 
of the hill, although with the lofs of his cannon, 
the troops. which he had under him not being 
fuficient in number to force the one and fecure 
the other. This polt, fo gallantly won, he brave- 
ly maintained, under many difadvantages, until 
lieutenant-colonel Cruger, who had intelligence 


of Clarke’s motions, arrived from Ninety-fix, | 


and brought a detachment to his afliftance. 
Clarke, receiving information of Cruger’s march, 
endeavoured by menaces of cruelty to intimidate 
Brown into a furrender of the poft; but finding 
his menaces ineffectual, he haftily decamped, 
upon the nearer approach of the reinforcement, 
and retreated with his followers. Thefe had ori- 
ginally amounted to about feven hundred men ; 
but in the different conflias with the garrifon, 
and in the blockade of Garden Hill, Clarke had 


loft about one-fixth part of his number. On the 


part of the Britith troops, captain’ Johnfon was 


Killed, and lieutenant-colonel Brown wounded: 


The lofs in other refpeéts was inconfiderable, and 
fell principally upon the Indians. The retreat of 


XXXV. 
FRR ee 
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Retreat. of 


Clarke and-his followers was fo precipitate, that, Clarke. 


although a purfuit was ordered; very few prifoners 
were made, but the Britifh cannon were retaken. 
Still, however, “it was hoped that Clarke’s retreat 
might be cut off; as major Fergufon, with ‘his 
corps, traverfed the country between him. and 
North Carolina; and intelligence was accordingly 
fent to that officer, acquainting him with the 
route which he shad taken. Major Fergufon, 
whofe zeal in the fervice of his king and country, 
was equal to his other great abjlitigsas an pthert, 

‘ ‘Ra Pee | Fk 
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CHA P. did not fail to take immediate meafures for ac- 
RXV. complifhing an objeét fo defirable, and advanced 


1780. 


nearer to the mountains than the other purpofes 
of his expedition probably required: But, unfor- 
tunately for his fuccefs, another enemy appeared 
at this juncture, whofe fuperiority in numbers It. 
was hazardous to encounter, and whofe rapidity 
of movement rendered a retreat difficult in his 
prefent advanced fituation. This enemy was 
compofed of men who had aflembled from differ- 
ent views and with different objects, and the uni- 
on of their force againft Fergufon was in a great 
meafure accidental. The firft divifion of thefe 
men confifted of the wild and fierce inhabitants 
of Kentucky, and other fettlements weftward of 
the Alleganey Mountains, who, affembling under 


the colonels Campbell and Boone, pafled the 


mountains, with an intention of feizing upon a 
quantity of prefents which they underftood were 
but flightly guarded at Augufta, and which were 
about that time to have been diftributed amongf 


‘the Creek and Cherokee Indians. After pafling 


the mountains they heard of Clarke’s repulfe at 
Augufta, and from his failure, conceiving their 
own force to be infufficient for attempting the 
poft, they turned their thoughts towards Fergufon, 
whofe movements on the frontiers, indicating an 
approach to their country, gave them confidera- 
ble alarm. In this new defign they were joined 
by a colonel Wilhiams, an American partizan of 
the diftri& of Ninety-fix, with a confiderable 
number of followers. The other divifion of thefe 
men, confifting of the inhabitants about Hollton 
River, Powel’s Valley, Berkeley, Botetourt, and 
Fincaftle, on the frontiers of Virginia, had af- 
fembled under the colonels Cleveland, Shelby, 
Sevier, Brandon, and Lacy, with a view of op- 
pofing the advance of the Britifh army towards 

their 
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their fettlements: But after they had proceeded C t1A P, 
fome diftance on their march, thinking themfelves XXXV. 
unable to attempt any direct oppofition to the 
army under lord Cornwallis, they too bent their 
force again{t the devoted Fergufon, who they un- 
der{tood had taken poft with his corps at Gilbert- 
town, in the vicinity of the mountains: Thither, 
therefore, they directed their march. ‘Thefe men 
were all well mounted on horfeback and armed 
with rifles: each carried his own provifions in a. 
wallet, fo that no incumbrance of waggons, nor - 
delays of public departments, impeded their 
movements. Fergufon’s vigilance neverthelefs 
prevented afurprife: Whilft they were yet at fome 
diftance, he received intelligence of their ap- 
proach, by means of his emiflaries, and immedi- 
ately began a retreat towards the Britifh army, 
fending forward meflengers to acquaint lord Corn- 
wallis with his danger; but thefe unfortunately 
were intercepted. When the different divifions of 
mountaineers reached Gilbert-town, which was 
nearly about the fame time, they amounted to 
upwards of three thoufand men. From thefe, 
fifteen hundred of*the beft were felected, who, 
mounted on fleet horfes, were fent in purfuit of 
Yergufon, and overtook him at King’s Mountain 
on the ninth of O€tober. At this place he had 
halted, upon the near approach of the enemy, 
and, after occupying the beft pofition he could 
find, determined to wait the attack. King’s 
Mountain, from its height, was undoubtedly an 
eligible fituation for receiving an attack; but in 
another refpect it was advantageous to the affail- 
ants: Being covered with wood, it afforded them an 
opportunity of fighting in their own way, by 
placing themfelves behind trees. When they ap, Thedetach- 
proached the mountain they divided into different so Tgp 
bodies, and under their refpective leaders m fe 
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the attack from different quarters. Colonel 
Cleveland’s detachment firft engaged, but was 
quickly obliged to retire from the approaching 
bayonet. Scarcely had this detachment given 
way, when another under colonel Shelby, from 
an unexpeéted quarter, poured in a well-direéted 
fire; the bayonet, however, was again fuccelsful, 
and obliged this detachment alfo to fall back. By 
this time the party under colonel Campbell had 
afcended the mountain, and renewed the attack 
from a different quarter. Major Fergufon, whofe 
conduct. was equal to his courage, quickly pre- 
fented a new front, and was again fuccefsful. 
But as often as oné of the American parties was 
driven back, another returned to its former ftati- 
on, and, fheltered behind the trees, poured in 
an. irregular but deftrudtive fire. In this manner 
the engagement was maintained for near an hour, 
the mountaineers flying whenever they were in 
danger of being chatged with the bayonet, and 
returning as foon as the Britifh detachment had 
faced about to repel another of their parties. Al- 
ready an hundred and fifty of, major Fergufon’s 
corps were flain, anda greater number wounded: 
Still, however, the unconquerable fpirit of that 
gallant officer refufed to furrender : He perfever- 
ed, and repulfed a fucceffion of attacks from 
every quarter, until he received a mortal wound. 
By the fall of major Fergufon his men were un- 
doubtedly difheartened: Animated by his brave 
example, they had hitherto perfevered under all 
their difadvantages : In the refources of his fruit- 
ful genius they defetvedly placed the utmoft con- 
fidence ; and with him perifhed all their hopes of 
fuccefs. Under fuch circumftances, the fecond in 
command, judging all farther refiltance to be vain, 
offered to furrender, and fued for quarter. The 
prifonets, including the wounded, amounted to 
of eight 
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eight; hundred and ten: Of thefe,' abopt one C HA PF, 
hundred only were Britifh regulars. ‘The lofs of used 
the Americans, in the number of killed, was  ,0¢,. 
| triflymg, but they had a confiderable number 
wounded: And brilliant as their fuccefs was, they 
fhamefully flained the laurels they had won by 
cruelties exercifed upon the prifoners, ten of 
whom were hanged immediately after the ac- 
tion. 
Much had been expected from the exertions of 
major Fergufon in collecting a force upon the 
frontiers: And by his unfortunate fall, and the 
flaughter, captivity, or difperfion of his whole 
corps, the plan of the expedition into North Ca- 
rolina. was entirely deranged. At Polk’s Mill, 
near Charlotte, a {mall detachment of the twenty- 
third regiment was pofted, commanded by lieu- 
| tenant Guyon, a very young map. ‘The Amert- 
cans made an attack upon the mill, with a very 
fuperior force, but were repulfed. Lieutenant 
Guyon’s conduc was highly applauded. he 
weftern frontiers of South Carolina were now ex- 
pofed to the incurfions of the mountaineers; and 
it became neceflary for lord Cornwallis to fall back 
for their proteCtion, and to wait for a reinforce- 
ment before he could proceed farther upon his 
expedition. Fortunately the friends of govern- 
ment in North Carolina, rendered cautious by 
their misfortunes in former infurreCtions, had not 
been fo ready to take arms as was expected: No 
general rifing had taken place; fo that the re- 
treat ofthe Britifh army did not much increafe, 
although it prolonged their fufferings. 

On the fourteenth of October, which was as Lord Corn- 
foon after lord Cornwallis received certain in- peer 
telligence of the lofs of Fergufon’s detach- southCaro- 
ment as the army could be put in motion, he be-"™* 4 
gan his march back to South Carolina, Nearly 

about 
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C H AP. about this time lord Cornwallis fell fick, and con- 


XXXV. 
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tinued ill for fome time; the cotviepuaid devolved 
on lord Rawdon. In this retreat the king’s troops 
fuffered much, encountering the greateft difficul- 
ties; the foldiers had no tents; it rained for fe- 
veral days without intermiffion; the roads were 
over their fhoes in water and mud. At night, 
when the army took up its ground, it encamped 
in the woods, in a moft unhealthy climate; for 
many days without rum. Sometimes the army 
had beef and no bread; at other times bread and 
no beef. For five days it was fupported upon 
Indian corn, which was colleGted as it ftood in 


the field, five ears of which were the allowance 


for two foldiers for twenty-four hours. They were 
to cook it as they could, which was generally 
done by parching it before the fire. In riding 
through the encampment of the militia, the Au- 
thor difcovered them grating their corn, which 
was done by two men of a mefs breaking up their 
tin canteens, and with a bayonet punching holes 
through the tin; this made a kind of rafp, on 
which they grated their corn: The idea was com- 
municated to the adjutant-general, and it was af- 
terwards adopted throughout the army. The 


water that the army drank was frequently as thick 


as puddle. Few armies ever encountered greater 
difficulties and hardfhips ; the foldiers bore them 
with great patience, and without a murmur: 
Their attachment to their commander fupported 
them in the day of adverfity ; knowing, as they 
did, that their officers’, and even lords Cornwallis 
and Rawdon’s fare was not better than their own. 
Yet, with all their refolution and patience, they 
could not have proceeded but for the perfonal 
exertions of the militia, who, with a zeal that 
did them infinite honour, rendered the moft im- 
portant fervices, ‘The continual rains had {welled 

the 
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the rivers and creeks prodigioufly, and rendered CHA P. 
the roads almoft impaflable. The waggon and _ a 
artillery horfes were quite exhaufted with fatigue ,»go, 
by the time the army had reached Sugar Creek, 
This creek was very rapid, its banks nearly per- 
pendicular, and the foil, being clay, as flippery as 
ice. The horfes were taken out of fome of the 
waggons, andthe militia, harneffed in their ftead, 
drew the waggons through the creek We are 
forry to fay, that, in return for thefe exertions, 
the militia were maltreated, by abufive language, 
and even beaten by fome officers in the quarter- 
matter general’s department: In confequence of 
this ill ufage, feveral of them left the army next 
morning, for ever, chufing to run the rifque of 
meeting the refentment of their enemies rather 
‘than fubmit to the derifion and abufe of thofe to 
whom they looked up as friends*. 

At length the army reached the Catawba, 
which was forded by the troops. This river is 


i 
; 


* The militia, moft of them being mounted on horfeback, 
were not in. fo weak a ftate as the regulars; but they were not 
without their fhare of toil and trouble, added to their exertions 
already mentioned : For as foon as the army had taken up its 
ground for the night, to endeavour to procure a limited and 
{canty ret,’ the duty of the militiahegan. They were affembled 
by the Author, who always attended them in perfon, and went 
in queft of provifions, which were collected daily from the 
country through which the army marched: Nor were their dif- 
ficulties on this fervice trifling; they were obliged to ride 
through rivers, creeks, woods, and fwamps, to /hunt out the 
cattle. This fervice was their conftant and daily duty; they 
were frequently oppofed ; fometimes worfted, and with no in- 
confiderable lois. In fhort, fo effentially neceflary was this un- 
fortunate defcription of people, that it was impoflible to have 
fupported his Majefty’s army in the field without them, Cattle- 
driving was of itlelf a perfect bufinefs ; it required great art 
and experience to get the cattle out of the woods. ‘The com- 
miffary was under the greateft obligations to thofe people, with- 
out whofe affiftance he could not poffibly have found provifions 

for the army. 
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deep, Two hundred rifle-men placed on the op- 
pofite bank muft have deftroyed many of our men 
before we could have gained the fhore. On 
the twenty-ninth of Otober the army arrived at 
Wynnefborough, an intermediate ftation between 
Camden and Ninety-fix: The army, thus en- 
camped, wasat hand either to fuccour Camden or 


Ninety-fix ; and covered from the enemy’s incur- 


fions all the country behind to the fea-coaft. Lord 
Cornwallis,, however, did not expet to remain 
long without fuch a reinforcement as. would enable 
him to profecute his further defigns; as he had 
under his orders a detachment commanded by ge- 


‘neral Leflie, which had been fent to Virginia by 
fir Henry Clinton, as foon as he received infor- 


mation of the defeat of Gates at Camden. This 
detachment was fent to Virginia with a view of 
co-operating with lord Cornwallis, upon a fuppo- 
fition that he would proceed upon his expedition 
into North Carolina immediately after the battle 


‘of Camden; and the detachment was of courfe 


put under his lordfhip’s orders. But as that ex- 
pedition was neceflarily poftponed, earl Corn- 
wallis fent orders to general Leflie to bring his de- 
tachment by water round to Charleftown, and 
join him at Wynnefborough. 

In the mean time the mountaineers, contented 
with their fuccefs againft Fergufon, had gone 
home and difperfed: But the north-eaft parts of 
the province were infefted by the depredations of 
an enterprifing partizan of the name of Marion. 
This man, previous to the defeat of general 
Gates, had been active in ftirring up the inhabi- 
tants'upon Black River to revolt; but after that 
event had thought it prudent for fome time to re- 
tire out of the province. He had now again re- 
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turned, and, traverfing the country between the C HAP. 


rivers Pedée atid Santee, without oppofition, was 
fo fuccefsful in ftirring up rebellion, that the 
whole of that diftri€t -was upon the’ eve of a 
revolt. The number of his followers too had 
fo imcreafed that he was enabled to fend parties 
acrofs the Santee, and threatened to imterrupt 
the communication between Camden and Char- 
Jeftown. To reprefs his incurfions, lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton was fent again{ft him with the 
light-infantry and legion. ‘hat officer, after 
obtaining information of Marion's ftrength, 
which he found to be not fo great as it had 
been treprefented, endeavoured, by concealing 
his own, to invite an attack, and had nearly 
Jucceeded. Marion advanced within two miles 
of the Britifh encampment; but- being then 
informed of his danger, imitediately retreated 
among{t the fwamps and marfhes, through 
which it was impoflible to follow him. This 
expedition was however ferviceable in another 
tefpect, by convincing the inhabitants, that if 
they fwerved from their allegiance, there was 
ftill a power in the province i ipa of pu- 
nifhing them. 

Nearly about the fame time, and whilft the 
light-infantry and cavalry were abfent upon this 
expedition, Sumpter again made his appearance 
in the north-weft part of the province. After his 
defeat on the eighteenth of Auguft he had re- 
tired into a remote part of the province called the 
New Acquifition, the inhabitants of which had 
not yet fubmitted to the Britifh arms. Here he 
was indefatigable in ftirring them up to take arms} 
and the reputation he had already acquired, with 
his peculiar talent for enterprife, in a fhort time 
procured him a number of followers. With thefe 

he 
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CHA P-he now advanced towards the Britifh quarters, in- 
XXXV. tending to form a junction with colonels Clarke 
and Brannen, and with their united force to at- 
tack the Britifh poft at Ninety-fix. Earl Corn- 
wallis receiving intelligence of his approach, laid 
a plan for furprifing him in his camp at Fifh 
Dam, upon Broad River, the execution of which 
was committed to major Wemyfs, of the fixty- 
third regiment. That. officer accordingly marched 
from Wynnefborough in the evening, with the 
fixty-third regiment mounted, and about forty of 
the legion cavalry that had been left behind when 
Tarleton marched into the eaftern parts of the 
province, intending to make his attack at day- 
break in the morning; but reaching the place of 
his deftination fooner than he expected, and fear- 
ful left the enemy. fhould difcover him before it 
was light, and have time to efcape, he ventured 
to make his attack in the night. Atthe head of 
his detachment he charged the enemy’s piquet ; 
but, unfortunately, from five fhot only, that 
were fired before the piquet retired, he received 
two dangerous wounds; and to this accident 
Sumpter probably owed his fafety. ‘The com- 
mand now devolved upon a young lieutenant, un- 
acquainted with the plan, the ground, or the 
ftrength of the enemy, and all was confufion. 
Sumpter had time to draw out his troops; and 
the Britifh detachment was repulfed, and obliged 
to retire, leaving behind their commander, and 
about twenty of their number killed or wounded. 
Junction of Sumpter now crofled the Broad River, and form- 
the ores ed the intended junétion with Clarke and Bran- 
und nen; and lord Cornwallis, alarmed for the fafety 


paw gt of Ninety-fix, fent an exprefs to recall Tarleton 


1780. 


Brannen. with the light troops from the eaftern parts of the 
province. 
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province. He had orders to proceed by the near- € HAP. 


eft route againft Sumpter: The fixty-third regi- 
ment was fent forward to join him upon his 
march; and the feventy-firft advanced to take 
poft at Brierley’s Ferry for fupporting him. 
Sumpter moved forward with great confidence, 
becaufe he knew of the abfence of the Britifh light 
troops in the eaftern parts of the province; and 
Tarleton, after receiving lord Cornwalls’s ex- 
prefs, came back with fo much expedition, that 
he had nearly got behind Sumpter’s corps before 
the latter was aware of his return. Inthe night 
preceding the day on which Tarleton expected to 
effect his purpofe, by marching up the banks of 
the Enoree, Sumpter was apprifed of his danger 
by a deferter from the fixty-third regiment, and 
immediately began his retreat. Tarleton, while 
on his march the next morning, received infor- 
mation that Sumpter was retreating, and commenc- 


‘eda purfuit with his ufual celerity. Ata ford 


upon the Enoree, he came up with, and cut to 
pieces part of the rear-guard of Sumpter’s detach- 
ment, which was waiting for the return of a pa- 
trole; the main body having pafled the river fome 
hours before. The rapid river Tyger crofled the 
line of march which Sumpter was purfuing at 
fome diftance in his front, and if he was fuffered 
to pafs it unmolefted, it was feared that all far- 
ther purfuit would be fruitlefs. ‘Tarleton, im- 
prefled with this idea, moved on with as much 
expedition as he could, confiftently with another 
obje&, which a knowledge of Sumpter’s force 


‘rendered it neceflary for him to have fteadily in 
view. This was to keep his detachment compact, 


that the infantry and cavalry might be at hand to 
fupport each other. But, at the hour of four in 
. the 


XXV. 
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Action at 
Black- 
ftock’s Hill 
between 
Sumpter 
and Tar- 
Jeton. 
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the afternoon of the. twentieth of November, 
finding, that, unlefs he altered his difpofition, 
Sumpter would have time to pafs the Tyger before 


he could come up with him, he took the refolution 


of prefling forward with the cavalry, and eighty 
mounted men of the fixty-third regiment, making 
in the whole, two hundred and fitty men, and left 
the infantry, who were much fatigued with. their 
previous exertions, to come on at their own 
pace. After. an hour’s. march, he overtook 
Sumpter, advantageoufly pofted on an eminence 
called Blackftock’s Hill, near the banks of the 
Tyger, and without waiting to be joined by the 


‘light-infantry, made a precipitate attack with the 


force which he had then with him. Sumpter’s 
numbers, which were more than double the 
Britith force at this moment oppofed to him, per- 
haps would not have availed on equal. ground ; 
but the advantages of a {trong fituation gave him 
a molt decided {uperiority, efpecially over cavalry. 
*¢ That part of the hill to which the attack was 
‘¢ directed was nearly perpendicular, with a fmall 
*¢ rivulet,. brufhwood, and a railed fence in front. 
“* The rear of the Americans, and part of their 
“¢ right flank, were fecured by the river Tyger, 
“* and their left was covered by a large long 
** barn, into which a confiderable. divifion of 
“* their force had been thrown, and from which, 
** as the apertures between the logs ferved them 
** for loop-holes, they fired with fecurity. Bri- 
“* tifh valour was confpicuous in this aétion; but 
no valour, could furmount the obftacles and dif-- 
** advantages that here ftood in its way. The 
fixty-third regiment was roughly handled: 
‘© The commanding officer*, two others +, with 


* Major Money. +. Lieutenant. Gibfon and Cope. 


‘¢ one 
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« one third of their privates, fell. Liewtenant-C HAP. 
« colonel Tarleton, obferving their fituation, sineiapodale 
« charged ‘with his cavairy; but unable to dif... 
« lodge the enemy, either from the log barn on 
« his right, or the height on his left, he was ob- 
“¢ lived to fall back. Lieutenant Skinner, \at- 
| “¢ tached to the cavalry, witha prefence of mind 
_- © ever ufeful in fuch emergencies, covered the 
“ retreat of the fixty-third; andin this manner 
<¢ did the whole party continue to retire, till 
“«; they formed a junction with their infantry, who 
“ were advancing to fupport them, leaving 
«¢ Sumpter in quiet poffeflion of the field. This 
“© officer occupied the hill for feveral hours, but 
“¢ having received a bad wound, and knowing 
‘* that the Britifh would be reinforced before 
‘¢ next morning, he thought it hazardous to wait. 
‘¢ He accordingly retired, and taking his wound- 
<¢ ed men with him, croffed the rapid river Ty- 
“ ger. The wounded of thé Britifh detachment 
‘<¢ were left to the mercy of the enemy ; and it is 
“ but doing bare juftice to general Sumpter to 
«¢ declare that the ftri@teft humanity took place 
‘“‘ upon the prefent occafion; they were fupplied 


‘¢ with every comfort in his power *.” 


* The whole of this account of the action at Blackftock’s is 
taken from Mackenzie’s Strigtures on Tarleton’s Campaigns. 
The account is there faid to have been compiled. from the con- 
current teftimony of feveral officers prefent in the action ; and it 
has been preferred to Tarleton’s own account, becaufe his claim 
of victory is evidently inconfiftent with fome other circumftances 
which he admits, particularly this, that he did.not gain poffefion 
of the field of aétion until the next morning, after it had been 
quitted by the Americans in the night. 


| Although 


! 
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CHAP. Although Tarleton was repulfed at Blackftock’s 
XXXV. Hill, the immediate effects of the aétion were 
180. nearly the fame as thofe of a victory. Sumpter 
being difabled by his. wound from keeping the 
field, his followers difperfed, after conveying him 

to a place of fafety. 
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Effects of the Defeat and Fall of Major Fergufon— 
General Gates refigns the Command of ihe South- 
ern American Army to General Green— Danger 
arifing to ihe Britifh Garrifon in New York from 
the extreme Rigour of the Winter—Meafures 
taken for the Defence of New York—Unfucce/sful 
Aitempts to efiablifh the royal Standard in the 
Terfeys. 


HE poftponing the expedition into North CHA P. 
Carolina was not the only injurious confe- rcp 

quence that followed from the defeat and fall of — Heres 
major Fergufon. _ By that unfortunate event the rffeas of 
loyal inhabitants in both the Carolinas were dif- ‘hed. 
couraged from joining the king’s ftandard ; aid major Fer- 
the expiring embers of the war were lighted up s¥!™. 
afrefh. The difafter which had befallen that brave 
officer was quickly circulated from one end of the 
continent to the other; and the friends of inde- 
pendence, cheered by the intelligence, recovered 
from the ftate of defpondence which followed the 
fucceffive defeats of Gates at Camden, and Sump- 
_ ter near the ford of Catawba. The governments 
of Virginia and North Carolina continued to raife 
men and make draughts from their militia: And 
the officers who efcaped from Camden were inde- 
fatigably active in collecting the difperfed remains 
of their broken army. By thofe means fome- 
thing like a force was after a time aflembled at 

Vor. S Hillfborough, 
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CHAP. Hilfborough, where general Gates eftablifhed hig 
XXXVI. ‘head-quarters. As this force increafed, head- 
quarters were advanced, firft to Salifbury, and af- 
terwards to Charlotte; and ftill more to encou- 
rage the reviving fpirits ef the fouthern troops, 


1780. 


general Green, who was fuppoféd to enjoy the. 


efteem and confidence of Wafhington more than 
any other officer of the army, was fent to com- 
General mand them. He arrived at Charlotte-on the fe- 
Gates re- cond of December, and on the following day ge- 
igns the 
command neral Gates refigned the command of the army, 
ve With thefe tranfactions clofed the campaign of the 
‘American Year 1780.in the fouthern colonies; the events of 
amyto which, for the fake of perfpicuity, have been 
gn given in. a connected feries. Oe 
We muft now take ‘a review of the. military 
operations between the two grand armies in the 


vicinity of New York, and of the other ‘principal 


events that eccurred upon the continent of Ame- | 


rica from the beginning of the prefent year, and 
from thence pafs to thofe that occurred in other 
quarters of the world, to which the war in its. 
progrels extended itfelf. 
Dangeet ‘The winter that preceded this campaign was the 
arifing to fevereft ever remembered in North America. 
ae The rivers from Virginia northwards were frozen 
New York, up for the greateft part of three months: And 
fromthe even the arms of the fea were in many parts paf- 
rigour of fable upon the ice. When fir Henry Clinton de- 
the winter Dorted upon his expedition againft Charleftown, 
he left a garrifon fully adequate to the fecurity of 
New York in ordinary feafons.: But by the unex- 
petted rigour of the winter it was deprived of thofe 
defenfive advantages which its infular fituation at 
other times afforded, and became. expofed to an: 
attack from general Wafhington. By the middle 
of January the North River, which conftituted its 
greateft: natural defence, was fo completely 
vere 
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vered with thick ice, that the largeft army, with CHA P. 

the heavieft artillery and baggage, might have XXXVI. 
paffed it on the ice with eafe. In other quarters, 1780. 
_ towards the country, New York was not lefs ac- 
-ceflible; whilft its communication with the fea 

was entirely cut off, the fhips of war that remained 

for its defence, and all the other veffels in the har- 

bour, being frozen up in the ice. 

In this perilous fituation, the veteran lieute- Mn" 
nant-general Knyphaufen, who commanded, took the defenee 
fuch precautionary meafures as prudence dittated, % New 
The feamen were landed from the fhips and tranf- ~ 
ports, and formed into companies: The inhabi- 
tants were embodied and officered, and took their 
routine of duty with the regular garrifon. Inthe 
mean time the danger to be apprehended from an 
attack was not the only evil to which the garrifon 
and inhabitants were fubjected: They were des 
prived of thofe fupplies which a communication 
by water would have afforded, and in particular 
fuffered feverely for want of fuel. Such was their 
diftrefs for want of this article, that it became 
neceflary to break up fome old tranfports, and to 
pull down fome uninhabited wooden houfes, to 
fupply. their moft prefling neceffities. But the 
fame zeal animated them, and the fame ardour 
ran through the whole fervice, as when, in a 
former year, the count d’Eftaing anchored off 
Sandy Hook, and threatened to enter the har- 
bour. 

Had general Wafhington been in fufficient force 
to have hazarded an attack, it is difficult to fay 
what might ultimately have been the confequence: 

It was however fufficiently apparent, that he 
would have met with the moft determined refif- 
tance. But general Wafhington was in no con- 
dition to make the attempt: His army had been 
weakened by the large detachments drawn from it 

5 2 for 
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pee for the relief of Charleftown; and amongft the’ 
i XVI. troops that remained with him a mutinous fpirit 


1780. 


began to appear, in confequence of their fuffer- 
ings from the f{carcity of provifions and the want 
of all other neceffaries. The deftruction of the 


continental magazines by the defultory expediti- . 


ons of the preceding year, againft different parts 
of the fea-coaft, probably laid the foundation of 
this fearcity: And the evil was increafed by the 
rapid depreciation of the paper money iffued by 
congrefs, which rendered it difficult for their 
contractors to procure fupplies. ‘Thus, in con- 
fequence of the reciprocal weaknefs of the two 
armies, the winter pafled without any thing ma-, 
terial happening between them, except an ineffec- 
tual attempt made by the American general lord 
Stirling, about the middle of January, to take 
Staten Hfland. He marched over the ice from 
the Jerfey fhore in the night, furprifed a fmall 
poft, and made a few prifoners; but was foon 
obliged to retreat, and in his retreat loft fome of 
his own men, who ferved to exchange for the 
prifoners that he had taken. 

The enemy having eftablifhed a poft at Young’s 
Houfe, in the neighbourhood of the White Plains, 
which greatly annoyed the provincial loyalifts, as 
well as the Britith army, by the interception of 
catile and provifions intended to be brought to 
New York, became an obje& of importance with 
the governor and commander of his majefty’s 
troops, if poflible, to diflodge that party, confilt- 
ing of about three hundred men. Much as it 
had been the wifh of both to drive the enemy from 
this poft, no means had been ufed for that emd, 
on account of their diftance, twenty miles from 
the out-pofts of our army, till the month of Fe- 
bruary 1780, when, after a great fall of fnow, it 
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was fuggefted that a detachment of foldiers might CHA P. 
be conveyed in fleighs in one night, and furprife ***¥1. 
the enemy by break of day. Major-general Ma- je 
thew, who commanded at King’s Bridge, on the Ries 
fecond of February communicated to lieutenant- 
colonel Norton of the guards the intention of ge- 
neral Tryon and lieutenant-general Knyphaufen, 
to fend a detachment of troops to Young’s houfe 
in fleighs, which would be ready at King’s Bridge 
in the evening, and that lieutenant-colonel Norton 
was to command the party. The colonel, though 
highly gratified by this command, and unwilling 
to fay any thing that might feem to retard the 
fervice, or throw difficulties in the way of the in- 
tended expedition, yet thought it his duty to point 
|’ out the improbability of the fleighs anfwering the 
| purpofe: And fo convinced was general Mathew, 
from the reafons which lieutenant-colonel Norton 
adduced, of the very little’ chance of fucceeding 
by means of the fleighs, that general Mathew, in 
the handfomeft manner, in the event of the fleighs 
upon trial not being found to anfwer, left lieute- 
_ nant-colonel Norton at liberty to act with the de- 
i tachment as he pleafed; either to convert it to a 
_ foraging party, to proceed, or to return, as he 
.  fhould think moft advifable. Under thefe circum- 
ftances, lieutenant-colonel Norton, on the evening 
of the fecond of February 1780, fet out with the 
four flank companies of the guards, two compa- 
nies of Heflians, and a party of yagers, in the 
fleighs; and taking alfo with him two three- 
pounders, a detachment of yager cavalry, and the 
mounted Weft Chefter refugees. The fleighs, 
being foon found, inftead of accelerating, to re- 
| tard the progrefs of the troops, were ordered back, 
and the detachment moved on. Not long after 
the men had quitted the fleighs, and were march- 


_ ing forward, word was brought to lieutenant- 
i colonel 
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CHAP. colonel Norton, that the horfes were not able to 
XXXVI. draw the guns through the fnow ; he was therefore 
1780. obliged to leave the guns, and with them a guard 
fufficient to enfure their return. The detach- 
ment continued its march through bye-ways, and 
acrofs the country, in order to avoid falling in 
with the enemy’s patroles, {till in hopes, by perfe- 
verance and exertion, to reach Young’s Houfe by 
break of day. At fun-rife, they learned from the 
guides that they were yet feven miles fhort of the 
enemy's poft: A long way for men wearied with 
marching all night in bad roads, and with the 
fnow in many places above two feet deep. Their 
fituation was now, not a liteleembarrafling. As 
the guns, intended to open the doors of the ftone 
houfe, were left behind, to furprife the enemy was 
impoflible, To proceed, and not to carry the 
point, would be to expofe the detachment, in 
their return, already fatigued with a long and | 
toilfome march, to be haraffled for the fpace of 
twenty miles, by an enemy in force, frefh, and with 
a perfect knowledge of the country. In thefe 
circumftances, the colonel, unwilling to return 
without accomplifhing fome obje& that might 
anfwer the expectation of thofe who had placed 
their confidence in him, determined at all events, 
to march to the enemy’s poft, and then a¢t accord- 
ing to circumftances; availing himfelf of fome 
axes he had found by the way, and an iron crow, 
the better to enable the grenadiers to force the 
doors and windows of the houfe. When the de- 
tachment arrived within two miles of the enemy, 
the cavalry were ordered to advance, and inveft 
the houfe in fuch a manner as to prevent either a 
retreat or reinforcement. ‘This order, from the 
depth of the {now, could not be carried into exe- 
cution, and the cavalry drew up on an eminence 
at fome little diftance:from the houfe. As the 
flank 
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flank companies of the firft battalion of gtiards CHAP. 
approached, parties of the enéihy. were obferved XXXVI. 
shar¢hing very deliberately to reinforce licutenant- 
colonel Thomfon, in Young’s Houle. The dif. 
pofition for attack was then foon made, by defiring 
lieutenant-colonel Hall, with his company of light- 
infantry of the guards, to afcend the hiil on his 
right, below which flood the houfe, whilft the firft 
company of grenadiers inclined a little to the left, 
to cut off the retreat of a party that had advanced 
from Hammond’s, ahoufe at a finall diftance from 
Young’s. Very fhortly after the feparation of the 
two leading companies, the firing began between 
the party in the houfe and lieutenant colonel Hall’s 
men: Nor was it long before the grenadiers caimé 
up with the party of the enemy juit mentioned, 
who were in readinefs waiting for them in the or- 
chard adjoining to Hammond’s houfe, and receiv- 
ed them with a degree of coolnefs and courage 
that did the Americans honour. To fuperior 
force they were obliged to give way ; and by:the 
timely arrival of lieutenant-colonel Pennington, 
with a part of the fecond company of grenadiér 
guards, who had advanced in a ftraight line, the 
houfe was carried, and the enemy defeated. So 
fharp was the conflict, and fo fpeedily terminated, 
that the whole of lieutenant-colonel Pennington’s 
company had not time to come up, which made 
it impoffible for the fecond company of light ins 
fantry, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Guy- 
dickens, or the other troops, which were in the 
rear of the line of march, to fhare in the ac- 
tion.* 

* No accurate account was taken of the killed of the enemy, 
but frony the numbers that lay dead around the houfe, there was 
reafon to believe not lefs than forty. Ninety were made prifo- 
nérs, among which were the lietitenant-colonel commandant of 
the diftrict, 1 captain, 1 captain-li¢utenant, 2 lieutenants, and 
2 enfigns, 
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The prifoners, being put under a proper efcort, 
and the troops formed again in line of march, 
the detachment took the direét road to King’s 
Bridge, which they reached by nine on the fame 
evening}. : 

; For 


+ Twelve of the prifoners were fo feverely wounded, that 
they were obliged to be left at different houfes on the road. 


- Bighty-feven were conducted to New York. 


The lofs fuftained by the detachment under colonel Norton : 
—Yagers, 3 men wounded, Refugees, i captain wounded. 
Firft light-infantry company of the guards, 1 rank and file 
wounded, Firft grenadier company ditto, 2 rank and file keiled. 
Wounded, 1 lieutenant, 1 ferjeant; 12 rank and file. Second 
grenadier company of the guards, 1 ferjeant, 3 rank and file 
wounded. ‘otal; killed, 2, wounded, 23. 

Lieutenant-colonel Norton made his report on the 4th of Fe- 
bruary to major-general Mathew of the killed and wounded of 
the detachment, together with the number of prifoners taken. 
Tn the afternoon of the 4th, the major of the brigade, in a po- 
lite letter to Jieutenant-colonel Norton, inclofed him a copy of 
the after-orders of the 4th inftant, viz. 


Public Orders, King’s Bridge, 4th of February 1780. 


«¢ Major-general Mathew returns his thanks to: lieutenant- 
colonel Norton, and the officers and privates of the detachment 
under his command, for their conduct and fpirited behaviour on 
the morning of the 3d inftant, and for their intrepidity and per- 
feverance in that duty: The fuccefs of which claims the gene- 
ral’s higheft approbation,” 


On the sth’of February 1480, the following Order was given 
out from Head Quarters at New York. 


«© His excellency lieutenant general Knyphaufen defires his 
thanks may be given in public. orders to lieutenant-colonel Nor- 
ton of the guards, for his good condu@ and gallant behaviour 
in attacking and forcing a confiderable body of the rebels, ad- 
vantageoufly pofted at Young’s Houfe, in the neighbourhood of 
White Plains, on the morning of the 3d initant. His excel- 
lency returns his thanks to the officers and private foldiers of 
the different detachments employed on this fervice ; and the ge- 
neral is particularly obliged to the officers and men of the Welt 
Chefter refugees tor their very determined behaviour upon this 
as well as former occafions.” 


Subfequent 


j 
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For fome days in the winter, general Wathing- 
ton’s army was entirely without bread. Occafional 
fupplies 


Subfequent to the order of thanks, highly flattering to colonel 
Novston and the party, thé generals having learnt more particu- 
larly the difficulties the detachment had encountered, and think- 
ing that the extraordinary exertions of the troops merited yet 
further attention at their hands, lieutenant-colonel Norton was 
defired to make major-general Mathew a formal report of the 
excurfion to Young’s Houfe, and to mention as many circum- 
{tances ag he thould deem worthy of notice, giving him to un- 
derfiand the report would be tranfmitted te England. Liente- 
nant colonel Norton accordingly made his report to major-gene- 
ral Mathew, which was fent to fir Henry Clinton, the com- 
mander in chief, then at Charleftown; and from fir Henry for- 
warded to England by the earl of Lincoln, aid-du-camp to the 
commander in chief, by whom it was delivered'in to the fecre- 
tary of f{tate’s office, The only account given to the public of 
this expedition in the Gazette, was on the 26th of April 1780, 
in the extraét of a letter from lieutenant:general Kynphaufen to 
lord George Germaine, as follows ;—~ . 


«© General Mathew fent. a detachment of guards, and pro- 
vincial horfe, under the command of lieutenant-colonel Norton, 
to attack a poft at John’s Houfe, upon the White Plains, ‘] his 
did not fuceted entirely to his wifhes; but the rebels, who were 
pofted in a houfe, were however attacked and diflodged, with 


the lofs of 40 men killed and.g7 made prifoners.”” 


An aé of generofity was upon this occafion difplayed; which 
ought not to be paffed over in filence : The wounded Americans 
were placed in houfes, and a fum of money given by the Britith 
officers to the occupiers or inhabitants of thofe houfes, as an en- 
couragement or reward for the trouble they might be at in at- 
tending on the wounded Americans, 


When the Gazette, giving an account of this expedition, 
arrived at New York, general Mathew immediately took it to 
general Knyphapfen, and fhewed it him. General Knyphaufen 
exclaimed, ‘* This is not my account! for my account of this 
expedition was perfectly agreeable to the order of thanks I gave, 
and my letter to the minifter {poke in the handfomeft manner of 
colonel Norton’s conduaét, and the oficers and men under his 
command.” But this mutilated, moft untrue, and unjuft ac- 
count, was not without its object, it being intended to wound 
the feelings of the father through the fon, the father, then fir 
Fletcher Norton, afterwards lord Grantley, having dared to 
hint that a frugal expenditure of the public money was expected 


by 


265 


Ch ANP; 

XXXVI. 

ee mee dD 
1780. 


266 


CHAP. 


XXXVI. 


4780. 


HISTORY OF THE 


fupplies were afterwards received, but fo feanty, 
that the fufferings of the troops neceflarily pro. 
duced difcontent ; and towards the end of May 
two regiments actually mutinied. Means however 
were found to pacify them; and after fome time 
they returned'to their duty. 

_By the thawing of the ice upon the approach 
of fpring, New York was reftored to its infular 
fituation ; and all further apprehenfions for its 
fafety being at an end, the Britifh commanders 
there were at liberty to employ their force offen- 
fively againft the enemy, and to take advantage of 
any favourable circumitances that might occur for 
annoying them. Intelligence of the the mutinous 


difpofition of the American army being carried to 


New 


ed 


by the commons. When, as fpeaker of the houfe of commons, 
he addrefled his majefty upon prefenting a bill, granting fapplies 
to his majefty, on the 7th of May 1777 (vide vol. i. Chap. XH) 
fir Fletcher Norton’s fpeech gave great offence to the mi- 
nifters; and although generals Knyphaufen’s and Mathew’s 
moft favourable account of the expedition to Young’s Houle, 
together with the very handfome and well deferved order of 
thanks to colonel, now the honourable major-general, Norton of 
the guards, and the detachment ander his conimand, were dee 


_ hivered (by the earl of Lincoln, then aid-du-camp to fir Henry 


Clinton) to lord George Germaine in perfon, as the minifter for 
American affairs ; yet we fee, from the Gazette account, how 
falfe a relation was given to the public, 

There isa certain degree of fame, and honourable ambition, 
to which every good man looks up: But were that fame to be 
blafted for either private or party purpofes, all, emulation, the 
great incentive to glorious actions, would be fupprefled and de- 


ftroyed. 


It is well obferved by the great Roman hiftorian Tacitus (of 


whofe admirable writings Mr. Murphy has, at a very feaforable 


time, prefented to the Englifh reader an excellent tranflation), 
** ‘That it is incembent on the writer of hiftory to rejudge the 
actions of men, to the end, that the good and worthy may meet 
with the reward due to eminent virtue; and that pernicious Citi 
zens may be deterred by the condemnation that. waits on evil 
@eedsat the tribunal of pofterity, Bn this confilts the chief part 
of the hiftorian’s duty.” Tae 
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New York, and information being alfo received OH A P. 
that the inhabitants of the Jerfeys were difcontent» AXXVI. 
ed with the new ftate of things, and withed to re- 
eftablifh their old form of government, general 
Knyphaufen was induced to detach a confiderable 
force under brigadiers-general Mathew and Ster- 
ling, which landed at Elizabeth-town, in the 
Jerfeys, on the feventh of June. If the inhabi- 
tants were dffpofed to throw off the yoke of con- | 
grefs, the force fent to their afliftance would enable 
them to do it: And if a mutinous difpofition ftill 
prevailed amongft the foldiers of the American 
army, fome advantage might probably be gained 
over general Wafhington. It foon however ap- 
peared that part of this intelligence was falfe, and 
the reft greatly magnified. Although the inha- 
bitants of the Jerfeys'‘had murmured in confe- 
quence of the depredations committed upon them 
by the American foldiers in the time of their 
diftrefs for want of provifions, they had never 
thought of deferting the American caufe: On the 
contrary, they made the greateft exertions to re- 
heve the neceflities of thofe very mento whofe 
depredations they were expofed ; and it was prin- 
cipally owing to thefe exertions that the American 
army had not been actually difbanded. A muti- 
nous difpofition had alfo certainly difcovered itfelf 
among{t the foldiers of the American army : 
But it arofe from diftrefs, and not difaffection ; 
and the two regiments which had already muti- 
nied, were foon pacified. Under fuch circum- 
{tances the Britifh commanders experienced a 
grievous difappointment: Inftead of being re- 
ceived in the Jerfeys as friends, the militia very 
generally turned out to oppofe them, During 
their march from Elizabeth-town to Connecticut 
Farms, a diftance of only feven miles, they were 
annoyed by parties of militia the whole way ; oe 
i 
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CHAP. if they were unable to make any impreflion, or 


XXXVI. 
SS 


1780. 


do any confiderable injury, fhewed at leaft that it 
was not from want of inclination: And when 
the Britifh troops approached Springfield, a de- 
tachment from that army, which was reprefented 
to be mutinous, was feen drawn up in force on 
the other fide of the river ready to difpute their 
paflage. It being now apparent that. the informa- 
tion, upon which this expedition hadtbeen under- 
taken, was not to be depended upon, the Brititfh 
troops in the evening returned to Elizabeth-town, 
and would have croffed the fame night to Staten 
Ifland, had not the ebbing of the tide, which on 
that fhore leaves a large fpace covered with deep 
mud between the high land and the water, ren- 
dered it impoffible to embark the cavalry. till 
the next morning; and to cover their embarka- 
tion it was neceflary that the infantry fhould re- 
main with them. Inthe mean time, the Britifh 
commanders had leifure to reflect upon their dif- 
appointment, and the confequences of their fruit- 
lefs expedition; and it was determined, for the 
credit of the Britifh arms, to remain fome days 
longer in New Jerfey, left their precipitate retreat 
fhould be reprefented as a flight. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


The Americans diflodsed from Springfield, and that 
Town deftroyed---A French Armament arrives at 
Rhode Iftand---A Scheme formed by one of General 

. Wafhington’s Officers, Arnold, for dehvering an 
important Poff into the Hands of the Britifh Army 
--Adventure and Fate of the Britifb Adjutant- 
General. Major André---A general Exchange of 
Prifoners---The Troops on both Sides retire into 
Winter Quarters.. 


‘HILST, in confequence of this deter-C HAP. 
mination, the Britifh army lay at Eliza- XX%VU. 
beth-town, fir Henry Clinton arrived from South : 
Carolina; andthe poft at Springfield having been 
reinforced and put under the command of general 
Green, a refolution was taken to attack and dif- 
lodge him before the army returned to New York. 
In purfuance of this refolution the army marched 
at break of day in the morning of the twenty- 
third of June, and arrived at Springfield with 
very little interruption. ‘The enemy appeared de- 
termined to difpute the further progrefs of the 
Britith troops at two different pafles upon the 
river, but were diflodged from both after a confi- The ame- 
derable refiftance, nearly about the fame time, esse 
and forced to flee to the heights in their rear, from 
where they again took poft. The town Op spnenls, 
Springfield was burnt: And the Britifh army, town dc- 
having refled a few hours after the action, re- freyed. 
turned the fame day to Elizabeth-town, and es 
the / 
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CHAP the evening, under cover of a redoubt that had 
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been thrown up by the Americans, but now oc- 
cupied by the Britifh, pafled over to Staten Ifland 
without moleftation, by means of a bridge of 
boats. 

Before the. Britifh troops marched out from 
Elizabeth-town, fome pains had been taken to 
miflead general Wafhington, as to the real defign 
of the Britifh commander. ‘Che tranfports were 
aflembled, and troops embarked, as if an expe- 
dition had been intended up the North River 
againft Weft Point; and by fuch indications ge- 
neral Wafhington was fo far alarmed, that he ac- 
tually marched from his camp in the Jerfeys to- 
wards the North River but he marched with 
great deliberation, cautioufly intending not to 
remove too far from Morris-towa, until the future 
movements of fir Henry Clinton fhould enable 
him to. difcover his realintention; and he had 


proceeded only fifteen miles, when information 


was brought to him, that the Britifh troops, in- 
ftead of going up the North River, were march- 
ing out in force towards Springfield. General 
Wathington immediately halted, and fent back a 
detachment to reinforce general Green; but be- 
fore it arrived the ation at Springfield was over, 

and the Britifh troops had retreated to Elizabeth- 
town. The real obje& of the expedition was pro- 
bably againft the American magazines at Morris- 
town: But the oppofition made at Springfield was 
an indication to the commander in chief, that 
every mile of his future march through a country 
naturally difficult, and abounding with ftrong 
paffes, would be not lefs obftinately difputed, and 
determined him to abandon an enterprife, which, 
even if it fhould be fuccefsful, might coft him too 
much; more efpecially as the expected sain 
o 


AMERICAN WAR. 27% 


of a powerful French armament on the coaft of CHAP. 
| America, obliged him not to engage in any expe- **XVU. 
| dition that would either require much time, or 
| carry him a confiderable diftance from New 
York. 

The Britith army having quitted New Jerfey, 
general Wafhington on his part planned an enter- 
prife againft a Britith poft at Bergen Point, on 
the North River, oppofite to New York, which 
was garrifoned by feventy loyalifts. This enter- 
prife had for its object not only the redu@ion of 
_ that poft, but the carrying away of the cattle 
_ upon Bergen Neck, from which the garrifon of 
New York was occafionally fupplied with frefh 
provifions, through the poft occupied by the loy- 
alifts: And the force appointed for carrying it 
into execution, amounted to about two thoufand 
men, under the command of general Wayne, 
who had rendered himfelf famous by the furprife 
of Stoney Point. At Bergen Point, the defences 
of which confifted of a block-houfe furrounded by 
an abbatis, this brave little band of loyal refugees 
defended themfelves againft a cannonade of three - 
_ hours, and repulfed an attempt to take the place 
by affault: In the affault the Americans loft a 
number equal to the whole amount of the garri- 
fon, and in their retreat fome ftragglers were 
made prifoners,’ and part’ of the cattle: retaken, 
which they were attempting to carry. off. 

In the mean time, on the tenth of July, the ex- A French 
pected armament from France arrived at Rhode armament 
Hand. It confifted of fevem fhips of the line, fome Rhode 1 
frigates, and a number of tran{ports, having on land. 
board fix thoufand troops; the fleet being com- 
manded by the chevalier de Ternay, and the 
troops by the count de Rochambeau: And in 
order to prevent difcuffion, and obviate every. dif- 
| fieulty that might arife upon the jundtion of the 
French 
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CHAP.French troops with the American army, a com-" 
KXRVI. miffion was fent to general Wafhington, appoint- | 
‘ing him a lieutenant-general of France, which of! 
courfe put the count de Rochambeau under his 
orders. ae 
_ The arrival of fo confiderable a reinforcement 
diffufed a general joy amongft the adherents of 
congrefs throughout the American ftates, and ex- 
cited them to frefh exertions. Thofe ftates, which 
had lately turned a deaf ear to the applications not 
only of general Wafhington, but of congrels, 
were now eager to raife and fend forward their 
quotas of men: And the American army, which, | 
from the various caufes already mentioned, had _ 
been reduced to a ftate of imbecility, began 
again to make a refpectable appearance. When 
the French arrived at Rhode Ifland, the Britihh | 
fleet under admiral Arbuthnot was inferior to 
that of the chevalier de Ternay ; and a plan was 
laid for attacking New York: But the arrival of 
fix fhips of the line from England, which followed 
clofe on the track of the chevalier de Ternay, 
foon gave admiral Arbuthnot the fuperiority ; 
and the Britifh commanders, inftead of waiting 
to be attacked, made preparations in their turn 
for acting offenfively againft the French at Rhode 
Ifand. Sir Henry Clinton, with the tranfports 
and troops deftined forthis expedition, proceeded 
to Huntington Bay, in the Sound, whilft admiral 
Arbuthnot, with the fhips of war, failed round 
Long Ifland, in order to co-operate by fea. But. 
in the mean time general Wafhington, whofe 
army had been increafed by the arrival of confi- 
derable reinforcements, fuddenly paffed the North 
Rivet, and approached King’s Bridge. So unex- 
peciéd a movement obliged fir Henry Clinton to 
abandon the expedition againft Rhode Ifland, 
and return with the troops for the protection of 
was New 
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_ ~ New York, Jeaving admiral Arbuthnot to. block C HA P. 
| up the French fleet by fea. The objeét of this ***VH. 
expedition was loft, from a circumftance but too 
frequent in the hillory of this country, a difagree- 
ment. between the commanders in chief of the 
land-and naval fervice. Upon the return of the 
Britifh commander, general Wafhington drew off 
his forces to a-greater diftance, cautioufly avoid- 
ing fuch a pofition as might be the means of 
bringing on a general engagement. 

About this time the count de Guichen was ex- 
pected from the Weft Indies, with a-land force, 
and-twenty fhips of the line. In view of this af- 
fiftance the New England militia had aflembled 
very readily, and marched to Rhode Ifland, when 
their alhes the French were threatened with an 
attack from fir Henry Clinton: General Wafhing- 
ton’s army too, as has been already mentioned, 
had been greatly increafed by the arrival of frefh 
reinforcements. And with thefe different bodies 
of men, when united, it:was intended to attack 
New York by land, whilft the count de Guichen, 
joined by the fquadron under the chevalier de 
Ternay, fhould block it up by fea. But the count 
de Guichen, as we fhall fee hereafter, when we 
come to the tranfactions in the Weft Indies, had 
been fo roughly handled in his different engage- 
ments with admiral Rodney, and his fhips weré 
in fo fhattered a condition, that inftead of pro- 
ceeding to America, according to the original de- 
fign, he returned with his fleet to France, taking 
under his convoy the trade from the French if- 
lands. The failure in fo confiderable a part ren- 
dered impracticable the further profecution of the 
fcheme-againft New York; and as foon as gene- 
ral .Wafhington was made acquainted. with the de- 
| parture of the count de Guichen, it became ne- 
| eeflary.for-him to concert new. meafures. with the 
S 6. Mos. IL. T French 
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CHAP.French commanders at Rhode Ifland, for their 
XXXViI+ future operations. For this purpofe an interview 
ey 


1780. 


A {cheme 
formed by 
one of ge- 
neral 
Wathing- 
tons offi- 
cers, Ar- 
nold, for 
delivering 
an import - 
ant poft 
into the 
hands of 
the Britifh 
army. 


took place between them at Hartford in Comnec- 


ticut, about half way between the Frencla and 
American camps. 

Whilft general Wathington was abfent from his 
army upon this fervice, a deep-laid fcheme was 
formed by one of his own officers, for delivering 
up to fir Henry Clinton the ftrong poft of Weft 
Point, in the high lands upon the North River, 
the poffeflion of which would have nearly cut off 
all communication between the northern and mid- 

le colonies. ‘lhe officer engaged in this defign 
was the famous general Arnold, whofe fervices in 
the caufe of America had been of the moft meri- 
torious kind, and whofe brilliant actions in the 
field juftly raifed him to fuperior notice and re- 
gard. After the evacuation of Philadelphia by 
the Britifh troops in the year 1778, he was ap- 
pointed to command the American garrifon that 
took pofleffion of it; and while he aéted in that 
capacity had the misfortune to difguft many of 
the inhabitants, and even to fall under the dif- 
pleaiure of congrefs. He lived expenfively, and, 
as was fuppofed, confiderably beyond his ftated 
income; but he was at the fame time concerned 
in trading f{peculations, and had fhares in feveral 
privateers ; and upon the profits expected from 
thofe adventures, he probably relied, as means of 
enabling him to keep up the ftate and ftyle of 


"life he had afflumed: +.e had alfo claims againit 


the public to a confiderable amount; and upon 
the payment of them he depended as a fund to fa- 
tisfy the immediate demanus of his creditors, who 
were beginning to become importunate. But the 
trading {peculations in which he had engaged 
proved unproduttive; his privateers were unfuc- 
ceisful; anda confiderable portion ef his demand 
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_ againft the public was cut off, by the commiffio- CHA P. 
ners appointed to examine his accounts. From ***V!I- 
: the decifion of the commiflioners, general Ar- 1780, 
! nold appealed to the congrefs, who appointed a 
committee of their own members to revife the fen- 
tence: But the committee of congrefs were even 
lefs favourable to his views than the commiflioners, 
from whofe decifion he had appealed. They re- 
ported that the balance already allowed by the 
cominiffioners was more than general Arnold was 
entitled to receive. 

So many difappointments could not fail to ruf- 
fle a temper lefs irritable than general Arnold’s : 
Recolleéting his former fervices, he gave full 
{cope to his refentment, and complained of ill- 
ufage and ingratitude in terms better calculated to 
provoke than to mollify, and fuch as were pecu- 
liarly offenfive to congrefs. His enemies availed 
themfelves of his indifcretion to {well the tide of 
popular clamour which already ran ftrongly againt{t . 
him. A court-martial was appointed to examine 
into his conduct during his command in Philadel- 
phia, and by the fentence of that board it was in 
general terms reprehended, and himfelf fubjected 
to the mortification of receiving a reprimand from 
general Wafhington. 

From this moment it is fuppofed that Arnold 
formed the defign of quitting the American ferv- 
ice and joining the Britifh; and only delayed the 
execution of his purpofe until an opportunity 
fhould offer of performing fome effential fervice to 
the power which he was about to join, that might 
render his acceflion’6f more importance. A cor- 
refpondence was epened with fir Henry Clinton: 
The delivering up the poft at Weft Point, where 
Arnold now commanded, was the fervice he pro- 
pofed to perform; and the interval of general 
Wafhington’s abfence, when he went to confer 

T2 with 
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6 
CHAP. with the French commanders, was the time ap- 
‘pointed for finifhing the negotiation. Jo facili- 
1780, tate the means of carrying on the previous cor- 
refpondence, the Vulture floop of war was ftati- 
oned in the North River, at fuch a diitance from 
Weft Point as to excite no fufpicion, but near 
enough to ferve for the intended communication; | 
and as general Arnold required a confidential per- | 
Adventure fon to treat with, major Andre, aid du-camp to 
end fats fir Henry Clinton, and adjutant-general of the 
. adjutant- Britifh army, undertook to confer with him, and 
. general bring the negotiation to a conclufion. For this 
major ‘ 
André.  purpofe he repaired on boara the Vulture floop. 
At night, in purfuance of a previous arrange- 
ment, a boat from the fhore carried him to the 
‘beach, where he met general Arnold; and day- 
light approaching before the bufinefs on which 
they had met was finally adjufted, major André 
was told that he muft be conduéted to a place of 
fafety, and lie concealed until the following night, 
when he might return on board the Vulture with- 
out the danger of being difcovered. ‘Ihe beach 
‘where the firft conference was held was without, 
‘put the place of fafety to which major Andre was 
conduéted to lie concealed during the day, was 
within the American out-pofts, again{t his inten- 
tion, and without his knowledge. Here, how- 
ever, he remained with general Arnold during the 
day ; and at night, the boatmen refufing to carry 
‘him on board the Vulture, becaufe fhe had fhifted 
‘her pofition during the day, in confequence of a 
gun being brought to bear upon her from : the 
fhore, he was reduced to the neceflity of endeav- 7 
ouring to make his way to New York by land. 7 
Laying afide his regimentals, which he had hi- 3 
therto worn, he put on a plain fuit of clothes, and 7 
‘receiving a pals from general Arnold, under the | 
affamed name of John Anderfon, as if he had | 
been | 
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been fent down the country on public bufinefs, CH 4 P. 
he fet out on his return. to New York. His patfl- XXXVI. 
port fecured him from interruption at the Ameri- Tats 
can out-pofts; and he had alredy paffed them all, 
and thought himfelf out of danger, when three 
American militia men, who had been fent out to 
patrol near the road along which he travelled, 
fuddenly {pringing from the woods, feized the 
bridle of his horle and ftopped him. ‘The fud- 
dennefs of the furprife feems to have deprived 
major, André of his wonted prefence of mind; 
and, although a man of the greatcft addrefs, he 
was "entrapped by the rude fimplicity of clowns. 
Having inquired from whence they were, and be- 
ing an{wered, ‘‘ From below ;’” “And ge faid 
he, ‘‘am 1.” It was not long before he difcov- 
ered his miftake; but too late, it would appear, 
to remove the impreflion which his firft anfwer 
had. made. The men who had made him prifoner 
fearched him for papers, and having taken from 
his boot a packet, in the hand-writing of general 
Arnold, determined to carry him without delay 
to. their commanding officer. It was in vain that 
he offered them a purle of gold and his watch, to 
fuffer him to pafs: His promifes of an ample pro- 
vifion, and getting them promotion, if they would 
accompany him to New York, were equally una- 
vailing. The unfortunate André, after thefe ef- 
forts to regain his liberty, feems to have been re- 
gardlefs of what might be his own fate, and was 
only anxious to fave general Arnold. Before the 
commanding officer of the militia he continued to 
perfonate the fuppofed John Anderfon, and re- 
quefted that a meflenger might be fent to general 
Arnold to acquaint him with his detention, A 
meflenger being accordingly difpatched, and fuf- 
ficient time having elapfed for general Arnold to 
make his efeape, he no longer difguifed his real 
name, 
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C HAY. name, and avowed himfelf to be major André, 
XXXVI. 


Cen, 
1780. 
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adjutant-general of, the Britifh army: He -alfo 
wrote a letter to general Wafhington, in his real 
name, acquainting him that he was his prifoner, 
and accounting for the difguife which neceflity 
had obliged him to aflume. The meffage fent to 
general Arnold, announcing the detention of 
John Anderfon, was fufficient notice to him to 
provide for his own fafety: He quitted Weft Point 
without delay,\ got on board the Vulture floop, 
and in her proceeded to New York. 

In the mean time general Wafhington returned 
from his interview with the French commanders, 
and being informed of what had paffed during his 
abfence, together \with Arnold’s efcape, he rein- 
forced the garrifon of Weft Point with a ftrong 
detachment from his army, and appointed a 
board of general officers, to inquire into and re- 
port upon the cafe of major André. ‘The can- 
did, open, manly, and ingenuous explanation of 
his conduct, given by major André, before the 
board of officers, imprefled with admiration and 
efteem even his enemies who were about to fhed 
his blood. Difmiffing from his thoughts all per- 
fonal confiderations of danger, he was only anx- 
ious that the tranfaGtion in \which he had been 
engaged, fhaded as it was by \the intervention of 


f ~ . 3\ 
unfortunate circumftances, might be cleared from 


obfcurity, and appear in its genuine colours, at 
leaft with refpe& to his intention, which was inca- 
pable of f{werving from ths paths of honour. 
But the board of officers fixing their attention 
upon the naked fact of his being in difguife with- 
in their lines, without perhaps duly confidering 
the unfortunate train of incidents which unexpect- 
edly, and almoft unavoidably, led him into that 
fituation, were of opinion that he came under 

the 
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the defcription, and ought to fuffer the punifh-CH A P. 
ment, of a fpy. ms itl 
_ The concern felt at New York, in confequence 
of the capture of major André, was in the mean 
time inconceivably great: His gallantry as an of- 
ficer, and amiable demeanour as a man, had 
gained him not only the admiration, but the affec- 
tion, of the whole army ; and the uncertainty of 
his fate filled them with the deepett anxiety. Sir 
Henry Clinton, whofe efteem and regard he en- 
joyed in an eminent degree, immediately opened 
a correfpondence with general Wafhington, by 
means of a flag of truce, and urged every motive 
which juftice, policy, or humanity, could fug- 
geft, to induce a remiffion of the fentence. Find- 
ing his letters ineffectual, he fent out general Ro- 
bertfon, with a flag, to confer upon the fubject 
with any officer that fhould be appointed by ge- 
neral Wafhington. An interview took place be- 
tween general Robertfon and general Green, who 
had been prefident of the court martial. But all 
efforts to fave the unfortunate André were una- 
vailing: His doom was irrevocably fixed. The 
greatnefs of the danger which the American army 
had .efcaped by the difcovery of Arnold’s plot 
before it was ripe for execution, feems to have 
extinguifhed in the breaft of the inexorable 
Wafhington, every fpark of humanity that re- 
mained. Although entreated by a mott pathetic 
letter from major André, written on the day pre- 
vious to his execution, to change the mode of his 
death from that of a common malefaétor to one 
more correfpondent to the feelings of a foldier, 
he would not condefcend to grant even this in. 
confiderable boon to the fupplication of his un- 
fortunate prifoner: And on the fecond day of 
October this accomplifhed young officer met 
his 
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CHAP. his fate, in the manner prefcribed by his fentence, 

XXXVU- with a compofure, ferenity, and fortitude, which 

>, attonifhed the beholders, and excited thofe emoti- 

‘ons of fympathy that would have been more. ho- 

nourably and humanely exerciled in averting than 

lamenting his fate. | : 

: - Thus fell ‘he unfortunate André. If intention 

is neceflary to conftitute guilt; and if guilt alone 
merits punifhment, fome doubt maybe entertain- 
ed with refpect to the fentence of the board of 

officers. Major André did not, at firft, knowing- 

i ly enter within the American lines: He was then 

alfo in his regimentals: And when he actually 

' found himfelf within thofe lines, contrarily to: 
his intention, whatever he afterwards did, in or- 
der to extricate himfelf, by afluming a difguife, 
and ufing a feigned paflport, ought rather to be 
afcribed to the impofed neceflity of his fituation | 
than to choice. But, even if the fentence pro- 
nounced againit him fhould be found agreeable 
to the letter of the law of-nations, fo unfuitable 
is the exercife of extreme juftice to our imperfea , 
ftate, that.we turn with difgult from thofe tranf-. 

| actions, in which the finer feelings of humanity 

| have been facrifieed to its rigour. Bright as the 

fame of Wafhington fhall fhine in the annals of 
America, as one of the moft illuflrious fupporters. 
of her independence, the fons of freedom will 
lament the cold infenfibility, that did not fuffer 

him to interpofe, in order to refcue from his fate 

. fo.gallant an officer, and. even could. withhold . 

| 

| 
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from him the poor confolation of meeting death 
like afoldier ; whilft a glance of indignation fhall 
dart from the eyes of her fair and compailionate 
daughters, foftened only by the tear of pity fo 
the fate of the accomplifhed Andre. | 
From fo tragic an event, tending by its feverity » / 

to increafe, we pafs with pleafure to an arrange- 

; | ment 
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ment calculated to leflen, the calamities of war. CHA)?. 
This was an agreement for a general exchange of Melia 
prifoners, finally fettled and adjuited, towards the | 7g, 
clofe of the prefent year, between major-general 
Philips, on the part of the British army, and. 
major-general Lincola, on the part of the Amert 
cans, ‘the former having been an jAmerican. pri- 
foner ever fince the convention of saratoga, and 
the latter a Britith. prifoner fince the fall.ef Char- 
leftown, Pe « ‘es he 
The congrefs had, from policy, hitherto refifted 
all propofals for a general exchange upon equitable 
terms. [hey knew the expence that attended re- 
cruiting the Britifh army from Europe: Vhey 
knew alfo that their own army would receive no 
great increafe of {trength by areleafe of the Ame- 
ricans detained as prifoners, becaule the fhort 
periods for which the American foldiers enlilted, 
during the firft years of the war, would have ge- 
nerally expired before an exchange could have 
been effected. But the clamours of their people, 
fo long detained in captivity, and for whofe releafe 
they had fhewn fo much indifference, had now 
become fo loud; fo many of their regular foldiers 
had been made prifoners by the capiure of Char- 
leftown, and the defeat of general Gates at 
Camden; and in confequence of thefe dilafters fo 
much difficulty had been experienced in recruiting 
their army during the prefent year; that neceflity, 
rather than choice, obliged them at lait to yield 
to an equitable arrangement. An ineffectual at- 
tempt was made for the releafe of the privates of 
general Burgoyne’s army, who had been prifoners 
fince the convention of Saratoga: But nothing 
could prevail upon the congrefs to depart from 
their tormer relolutions; and the convention 
troops were deftined to captivity during the re- 
} mainder of the war. : 
The 
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CHAP.. The cold weather beginning to fet in, put an 
XXXVIV. end to all further ative operations in the field. 


1780. 


The Britifh troops went into winter quarters in 
New York and its dependencies: The French 
troops remained at Rhode Ifland: And general 
Wathington continued to occupy the high grounds 
bordering on the North River, from whence in a 
fhort time he was obliged to difcharge a confide- 
rable part of the new levies, in confequence of a 
want of bread for their fubfiftence. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


Tranfattions in Europe and the Weft Indies—Succeffes 
of the Britifb Fleet under Admiral Rodney—Relief 
of Gibraltar—Growing differences between Great 
Britain and Holland—Armed Neutrality, or Affo- 
ciation among neutral Maritime Powers, for the 
Purpofe of eftablifhing the Doétrine that Free Ships 
make Free Goods—Sufpenfion of the Treaties be- 
tween Great Britain and Holland —- Naval Tranf- 
actions—“ommercial Treaty between America and 
Flolland—War on the part of Great Britain 
againft the Dutch. 


UT the tranfactions in Europe and the Welt CHA P. 
A Indies now demand our attention. Admiral sag ae 
Rodney, whom his fervices in the preceding war 
had recommended to the notice of the miniftry, 
being appointed to command the Britifh fleet in 
; the Welt Indies, failed for that {tation, with a re- 
inforcement of fhips, about the beginning of the 
prefent year; and advantage was taken of his 
convoy to fend a frefh fupply of provifions and 
ftores for the relief of the garrifon at Gibraltar, 
which had been blockaded by the Spaniards from 
the commencement of the war with that nation. 
That this fervice might be performed without any 
danger of milcarriage, a part of the channel fleet 
was put under admiral Rodney’s command, which 
was to accompany him as far as Gibraltar, 
~ It feems to have been referved for this com- 
mander to revive, by his fuccefies, the memory of 
our 
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CHA P.our glorious atchievements in former wars. He 
XXXVITI had been but a few days at fea, when he fell in 


1780. 


with and took a fleet of twenty-three fail of Spa- 
nifh fhips bound from St. Sabaftian to Cadiz, fix- 
teen of them laden with provifions, naval {tores 
and bale goods, and the reft fhips of war belong- 
ing to the royal company of Caraccas that had 
been afligned to the others as a convoy. ‘The 
fame good fortune, about a week afterwards, 
brought him in fight of a Spanifh fleet of eleven 
fhips of the line and two frigates, that were cruil- 
ing off Cape St. Vincent- under the command of 
Don Juan Langara. A lee-fhore at no great dif- 
tance favoured the efcape of the enemy, and ren- 
dered a purfuit from the Britifh fleet hazardous ; 
and the fhortnefs of a winter’s day, already far 
advanced, with tempeftuous weather, increafed 
the danger. But the gallant Rodney, like the in- 
trepid Hawke, chofe to rifk fomething, where the - 
performance of a great national fervice was the 
expected confequence ; and threw out a fignal for 
a general chafe, taking the lee-gage to cut off the 
enemy fromthe fhore. Night came on; but the 
purfuit was {till continued. The fhips of the 
Britith fleet clofed with thofe‘of the enemy as fatt 
as they could get up; and the action was not 
ended till two in the morning, when the Monarca, 
the headmoft of the enemy’s fleet, ftruck to the 
Sandwich, admiral Rodney’s fhip. The San 
Domingo, one of the enemy’s fhips, blew up 
early in the engagement ; and every foul on board 
perifhed. Four of their fleet, including the Phee- 
nix of eighty guns, Don Juan Langara’s fhip, were 
taken and carried into Gibraltar. Two others 
had ftruck ; but after the officers had been fhifted, 
were driven on fhore by the tempeftuous weather, 
and one of them was entirely loft. The two 
frigates and four fhips of the-line, alone efcaped, 

two 
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two of the latter much damaged in the a@tion, CHA P, 
‘The enemy, although inferior in number, main- aap 
tained a running fight with great bravery ; and 
the victory was not obtained but at the expence of 
thirty-two killed, and one hundred and two wound- 
ed, on board the Britifh fleet. ‘The weather conti- 
nued fo tempeftuous, that it was with difficulty 
fome of the Britifh fhips, on the day after the 
action, were able to extricate themfelves from the 
dangerous fhoals of St. Lucar. | 
The convoy being condutted fafely to Gibraltar, Reel of 

and the provifions and {tores having been landed, : 
admiral Digby, taking under his charge the 
Spanifh prizes and homeward-bound tranfports, 

failed for England on the fifteenth of February, 

with the greateft part of the fleet; and admiral 
Rodney, with the reft, proceeded to his ftation in 

the Weft Indies. The homeward-bound fleet 

under admiral Digby got fight of a French convoy, 
-efcorted by feveral fhips of war, but at fuch a dif- 

tance that the greateft part of it efcaped by an 

early flight. ‘The Prothée, a French hip of fixty- 

four guns, one of the efcort, was however taken, 

cand fome few of the merchant-fhips. 

In the mean time the differences fubfifting be- Growing 
tween Great Britain and Holland were every day differences 
increafing, and verging fait towards a ftate of hof- Great Bri- 
tility. The Dutch merchants, particularly thofe ty") 
of Amfterdam, had, from the beginning of the’ 
difturbances in America, maintained a correfpon- 
dence with the people of that country, and in the 
progrefs of the war fupphed them, not only with 
merchandife, but with warlike Hires: without 
which the very unequal conteft could not have 
been fo long fupported by the Americans. ‘The 
carrying on a clandeftine intercourfe of fuch a 
nature, with thofe whom Great Britain claimed as - 
her fubjects, was not to be endured, even in a 


nation 
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CHA P. nation ftriatly neutral, and far lefs in one bound to 
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ASRVI) Fer by the moft folemn engagements of ancient 


friendfhip and alliance. Various remonftrances on 
thisfubject were accordingly prefented by the Britifh 
ambaflador at the Hague, but no fatisfaction was 
obtained. After the interference of France in the 
war, the unfriendly proceedings of the Dutch be- 
came ftill more notorious: As they had hereto- 
fore fupplied the Americans with whatever they 
wanted, and indeed ftill continued to do the fatne, 
fo now they became the carriers of naval ftores 
for the French. The remonftrances prefented on 
this occafion having been found ineffectual, the 
commander of the Britifh navy received orders to 
prevent a trade which the Dutch, from good faith, 
ought to have prohibited. In purfuance of thefe 
orders, fuch of the Dutch merchant-fhips as were 
found laden with naval ftores for the ufe of the 
French, were brought into Britifh ports, from 
whence they were fuffered to depart as foon as the 
prohibited articles had been landed ; and in the 
mean time full fatisfaction was made to the fhip- 
owners for their freight. This proceeding, how- 
ever equitable, produced much difcontent among 
the Dutch merchants: They complained that by 
the feizure and detention of their veflels, the ex- 
prefs letter of the treaties fubfifting between Great 
Britain and the republic of the States General 
was grofsly violated ; whilft the real fact was, that 
they themfelves, by furnifhing the enemies of 
Great Britain with things neceflary for carrying 
on the war, which this proceeding was calculated 
to prevent, were acting directly contrary to the 
{pirit of all thofe treaties. 

By the vigilance of the Britifh cruifers this 
trade was in fome degree checked ; and the fup- 
plies, thus obtained by the French, became not a 
little precarious. _But towards the beginning of 

the 
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the prefent year, a number of Dutch fhips, laden CHAP. 
with naval ftores, being ready to fail for the ports *¥XVIII 
of France, the owners availed themfelves of the 
opportunity of the departure of a Dutch fquadron 
that was proceeding to the Mediterranean, under 
the command of count Byland, to put their fhips 
under his protection in their paflage through the 
channel. Timely information cf their defign be- 
ing conveyed to the Britifh court, commodore 
Fielding was difpatched, with a fufficient force, to 
cruife in the channel, examine the Dutch convoy, 
and feize fuch of the fhips as were found carrying 
on the trade which Great Britain was determined 
to prohibit. ‘The two fleets met in the channel on 
the third of January. Permiflion to examine the 
convoy being refufed, and the boats of the Britifh 
fleet fent for that purpofe being fired upon, com- 
modore Fielding fired a fhot acrofs the way of the 
Dutch admiral, which was anfwered with a broad- 
fide from the latter. The Britifh commodore did 
not fail to return the falute, when the Dutch 
admiral {truck his colours. In the mean time the 
greateft part of the convoy had borne away for the 
coat of France, and efcaped: Vhofe that remain- 
ed were fafely conducted to Spithead, whither 
count Byland chofe to accompany them, to wait 
for orders from the States General, although he 
was told by commodore Fielding, that he was at 
liberty to proceed upon his voyage. J his pro- 
ceeding, bordering upon hoftility, increafed the 
clamours of the difcontented in Holland, and 
added ftrength to the party attached to France, 
which was already too powerful. 

Whilft Great Britain was thus availing herfelf armed 
of her maritime power to prevent the Dutch from el 
fupplying her enemies with the means of Carrying on among 
en the war, another of her allies, upon whom fhe sono 
had alfo ftrong claims of friendthip, was actively powers, for 
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CHAP. engaged in promoting a fcheme for altering the 
XXXVIH received law of nations, and rendering fuch a 
ies ae trade legitimate as the Dutch had been attempt- 
ing the doc Ing to carrying on with France. It was obvioufly 


trine, that “the intent of the greater maritime powers, when 


free fhips  , ‘ f aay : 
make free engaged in war, that the fhips of neutral nations 


goods.  fhould be liable toa fearch, and fhould not proteé 
enemies property ;. and fuch was hitherto held to 
‘be the law of nations, except in.thofe inftances 
where it had been altered by treaties and conven- 
tions between particular powers: Jt was not lefs 
evidently the intereft of the weaker commercial 
‘powers, when engaged in war, that the fhips of 
neutral nations fhould pafs free and unmolelted ; 
ecaufe, whenever the ftate of the war rendered 
them unable’to carry on trade in their own fhips, 
they might employ thofe of neutral powers. The 
alteration propofed by this feheme was, that a free 
fhip fhould make free goods, or, in other words, 
that a neutral fhip, although loaded with a cargo 
belonging to one of the powers at war, ‘fhould 
pafs as free and unmolefted as in time of peace: 
A {cheme evidently intended to wound Great 
Britain in her moft effential intereft ; and to ‘her 
furprife, Ruflia was the power that brought it for- 
ward. Inthe war of the latter with the Turks 
fome few years before, the condué of Great Bri- 
tain had been fuch as to entitle her to expec from 
Ruflia, fupport and affiftance under her prefent 
embarraflments, rather than a regulation calculat- 
ed to encreafe them. But with nations, if not 


with individuals, views of intereft are the grand 


motives to aétion; and their policy confifts in 
improving thofe opportunities that occur for pro- 
moting it: Friendfhip, gratitude, and the other 
virtuous affections that adorn private life, feem to 
have little influence upon their conduct. Ina war 
between-Great Britain and the kingdoms of France 

| and 
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and Spain, the local fituation of the former enables C HA P. 
her in a great meafure to cut off thofe fupplies of aneahles 
naval ftores which the north of Europe alone can 1980! 
furnifh. Hence, in time of war between thofe 
powers, this kind of trade experiences confidera- 
ble interruptions. Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark, — 
all partook of the lofs arifing from fuch interrup- 
tions. And the prefent embarraffed ftate of Great 
Britain was laid hold of as a fit opportunity for 
compelling her to fubmit to fuch a regulation as 
might remove the incorivenience complained of 
by thefe northern powers, This f{cheme is faid to 
have originated with the king of Sweden; but it 
was firft promulgated by a declaration of the em- 
prefs of Ruffia addreffed to the belligerent powers, 
which was followed by declarations of the like 
import from the courts of Sweden and Denmark : 
The bafis of the whole being, that neutral powers 
unconcerned in the war fhould be permitted to 
carry on their commerce in the fame unlimited 
manner as in time of peace, thofe articles called 
contraband alone excepted. The other neutral 
powers in Europe were invited to accede to the 
principles contained in thefe declarations; and as 
it was propofed to compel the pra¢tical execution 
of them by a maritime force, to be equipped by 
each of the contracting parties, hence the confe- , 
deration gained the name of the armed neutra- 
lity. Me ee 

The declaration of the emprefs of Ruffia bein 
conformable to the prefent intereft of the courts 
of France and Spain, was received by them with 
the utmoft fatisfaction ; and fuitable anfwers were 
returned. Great Britain alone was to fultain an 
injury from it, and at another time, and under 
different circum/ances, perhaps it might have been 
refented asaninfult. But at prefent it was thought — 
fit to return an anfwer which might neither give 
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CHAP. offence, nor derogate from the dignity of the 
XXXVIII Britith nation by a tame fubmiffion to the claims 
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of the northern powets. ‘lhe anfwer ‘was decent 
and refpeétful: But, far from admitting the prin- 
ciples laid down by the emprefs of Ruffia, the 
general law of nations, as it had been hitherto 
underftood, was held out as the only rule of deci- 
fion in maritime cafes, except fo far as it had been 
altered by treaties between particular powers ; and 


that between thofe powers the treaties of courfe 


furnifhed the tule. The emprefs was affured, that 
from the commencement of the war the ftricteft 
orders had been iffued to the Britifh naval com- 
manders for refpeéting her flag, and obferving all 
the ftipulations contained in the commercial treaty 
fubfifting between the two nations; and that the 
fame orders would be continued, and ftriatly exe- 
cuted. But fhould any infringement happen, the 


‘courts of admiralty, to whom the decifion in fuch 


cafes belonged, would afford redrefs in fo equitable 
a manner as fhould be perfectly fatisfattory to her 
imperial majelty. 

By thefe proceedings of the northern powers it 
became fufficiently apparent that from them Great 
Britain was neither to expect affiftance nor fup- 
port: And about this time it feems to have been 


determined in the Britifh cabinet to put to the . 


teft the fincerity of the Dutch, and try how far 
they. were to be relied on for the performance of 
thofe engagements to which they were bound by 
treaty. The ground of the alliance between 


‘Great Britain and Holland was mutual fafety and 


protection ; and in cafe either nation was attacked, 
the other was to furnifh certain fuccours. Thefe 


had been already formally demanded, on the part 
‘of Great Britain, after Spain took a part in the 
“war: But the States General had hitherto neglect- 


ed either to furnifh the fuccours, or give a fatis- 
factory 
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factory anfwer to the demand. The Britifh am-C HAP. 
baflador at the Hague was now inftruéed to pre- ingles 
fent a remonftrance on the fubject, to claim the 1780. 
_fuccours ftipulated by treaty, and to declare, that 
if a fatisfatory anfwer was not given to this re- 
quifition, within three weeks after the delivery of 
.the remonftrance, fuch a negleét on the part of the 
States General would be confidered as a declarati- 
on that they withdrew from the alliance between 
the two nations. The remonf{trance was accordingly 
prefented on the twenty-firft of March, and no fatis- 
factory anfwer being given within the time limited, 
_ the threat held out was put in execution. By an pach aaah 
order of the king in council, bearing date the ties be- 
feventeenth of April, all the treaties fubfifting be- site 
tween the two nations were to be fufpended, and Britain ana 
the fubjects of the States General were in future Helland. 
to be entitled to no other privileges than thofe en- “*'” 
joyed by neutral nations, unconnected with Great 
Britain by treaty. | 
By this decifive meafure the unfriendly difpofi- 
tion of the Dutch towards the Britifh nation was 
Jaid open, or, at leaft, their total indifference about 
i's fate: And it feems to have been wife policy in 
the Britifh miniftry to put that difpofition to the 
teit; fince it is fater to have an open enemy than 
an infidious friend. Thefe feveral tranfaétions, 
which happened. foon after the beginning of the 
prefent year, difclofed the temper of mott of the 
powers of Europe, upon whom Great Britain had 
any claim for afliftance; and from them it became 
manifeft, that fhe muft henceforward fupport the 
conteft againft the united power of the houfe of 
Bourbon, not only without the aid of a fingle ally, 
but under the conviction that the other nations of 
Europe viewed her danger with unconcern, and 
rather rejoiced in the profpeét of her ruin, than 
withed to prevent it: A convi&ion mortifying no 
U2 doubt 
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doubt in the extreme, but at the fame time not 


XXXVI entirely without its ufe, as it had a tendency to 


ee 
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ftimulate to the braveft exertions thofe who felt 
the genuine flame of patriotifm, and whofe love 
for their country was fuperior to all the confidera- 
tions of party. . 

Upon the death of fir Charles Hardy, in the 
month of May, the command of the channel fleet 
was given to admiral Geary, who failed in queft 
of the enemy, about the ufual time, with thirty 
fhips of the line. During his cruife, in the be- 
ginning of July, he came in fight of a fleet of 
about thirty fail, which he afterwards found to be 
a convoy of French mercbantmen from Port au 
Prince, in the Weft Indies, bound to France. A 
general chafe was immediately ordered; but it 
was evening before the headmoft of the Britifh 
fleet reached the enemy, and a fog foon afterwards 
coming on, twelve only of the merchantmen were 
taken. The reft, with the two armed fhips that 
accompanied them as a convoy, efcaped in the 
fog. ict 

rhe French and Spanifh fleets again formed a 
junction this year, as they had done in the prece- 
ding one. They did not however attempt to enter 
the channel, but cruifed in that traét through 
which the outward-bound trade from Great Bri- 
tain to the Eaft and Welt Indies ufually paffes, 
and from their number fpread over an immenfe 
extent of fea,. A fleet for the Faft Indies, and 
another for the Welt Indies, failed together from 
Portfmouth towards the end of July, under the 
convoy of captain Moutray of the Ramillies, at- 
tended by two frigates, and unfortunately, in the 
night of the eighth of Auguft, fell in with that 
divifion of the combined fleet which was com- 
manded by Don Lewis de Cordova. The Ra- 
rillies, with the two frigates, anda few merchant- 
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men, efcaped: All the reft, amounting to more CHAP. 


than forty fail, were taken and carried into Cadiz. AXXVI 


‘Yhis. misfortune was-the more feverely felt, as a 


number of the fhips were loaded with naval and 


military ftores for the ufe of the fettlements in 
thofe parts of the world to which they were 
bound. Not long afterwards admiral Geary re- 
figned his command, and was fucceeded by admiral 
Darby. 

The oppofite grand fleets did not this year come 
in fight of each other: Of courfe nothing de- 
cifive was done by fea. But feveral hard-fought 
actions took place between fingle fhips, in which 
Britifh valour maintained its wonted fuperiority. 


_In thefe actions the Belle Poule of thirty-two guns 


became a prize to the Nonfuch, commanded by fir 
James Wallace: Vhe Artois and Pearl, two 
French frigates, were taken by commodore John- 
{tone, in the Romney; the Nymphe, by captain 


~Peere Williams in the Flora; and the count 


d’ Artois, a private fhip of war, mounting fixty- 
four guns, by captain Macbride in the Beinfaifant. 


Nor muft we omit a gallant action performed by 
_ captain Moor, of the Fame, a private fhip of war 


belonging to Dublin, who alone attacked five 
French privateers, drawn up to receive him off 

Cape de Gat, and captured four of them. 
The fiege and blockade of Gibraltar was ftill 
continued by the Spaniards; but with no greater 
profpect of fuccefs than when-it commenced. ‘The 
danger of a famine, arifing from the long conti- 
nuance of the blockade, was averted by the fup- 
plies which admiral Rodney conveyed in the be- 
ginning of the year: And all the other efforts 
of the Spaniards to reduce it, were either prevent- 
ed from taking effect by the vigilance of general 
Elliott, or-fuccefsfully refiited by the determined 

{pirit and perfevering bravery of the garrifon. 
After 
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After relieving Gibraltar, in the manner alrea- 


XXXVI dy related, admiral » odney proceeded to his fta- 


1780. 


tion in the Welt Indies, and arrived at St. Lucie 
on the twenty-feventh of March. — ‘Vhe reinforce- 
ment of hips, which he carried out, brought the 
contending fleets nearer to an equality ; the fupe- 
riority in numbers ftill, however, remaining with 
the French. But although, before the arrival of 
admiral Rodney, the French fleet was fo much 
fuperior to that of Great Britain in the Welt India 
feas, no advantage was obtained proportioned to 
that fuperiority: On the contrary, the trade of 
the enemy had been greatly annoyed, their force 
leflened by the capture of feveral of their frigates, 
and the empire of the fea difputed with an un- 
daunted firmnefs which no fupetiority in number 
could difmay. Only two days before the arrival 
of admiral Rodney, monfieur de la motte Piquet, 
who was cruifing with four fhips of feventy-four 
euns, and two frigates, for the protection of the 
French trade, fell in with and attacked three Bri- 
tith fhips of war, one of them mounting fixty- 
four, another fifty, and the third only forty-four 
guns, the largeft commanded by the -honourable 
captain Cornwallis. Notwithitanding the great 
difparity both in number and force, the Britifh 
commander gallantly prepared to receive the ene- 
my’s attack, and to give a new difplay of Britifh 
valour on that element on which it feems peculi- 
arly deftined to thine. The engagement began 
about five in the afternoon, and was continued 
during the whole night, and part of the following 
day, when the combatants feparated, as if by mu- 
tual confent, to repair their refpective damages. 
Oa the third day in the morning, a Britith thip of 
fixty-four guns, and two frigates, having appear- 
ed in fight, captain Cornwallis refolutely bore 
down upon the enemy to bring them again te ac- 

tion : 
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tion: But the French fquadron had fuffered fo CH‘ P. 


much in the firft engagement, that monfieur de 
la Motte Piquet declined to renew it, notwith- 
ftanding the fuperiority of force he ftill pofleffed. 
Alfo, previous to the arrival of admiral Rodney, 
the count de Guichen, with twenty-five fhips of 
the line, eight frigates, and a number of tranf. 
ports with troops, had appeared before St. Lucie, 
and difcovered an apparent defign of attacking 
it; but after viewing the difpofitions made on 
fhore, by general Vaughan, and the judicious ar- 
rangement of the {quadron under admiral Hyde 
Parker, for repelling the attack, he thought pro- 
per to return to Martinique, without making the 
attempt. ‘This vifit was returned by fir George 
Rodney foon after his arrival. On the fecond of 
April he failed for Fort Royal Bay, in Martini. 
que, to offer battle to the enemy, and approached 
near enough to exchange fome fhot with their 
batteries on fhore. The count de Guichen how- 
ever did not think fit to come out: And admiral 
Rodney, after remaining two days before Fort 
Royal, and endeavouring in vain to provoke the 
enemy to an engagement, returned to St. Lucie, 
leaving fome faft failing veflels to bring the earli- 
eft intelligence of any movement that fhauld be 
made by them. 

‘Nothing happened till the fifteenth of April, 
when, in the middle of the night, the count de 
Guichen came out of Fort Royal harbour, and 
failed with twenty-three fhips of the line, and a 
number of frigates. Immediate intelligence be- 
ing conveyed to fir George Rodney, he inftantly 
put to fea, with twenty fhips of the line. On 
the fixteenth he got fight of the enemy, and on 
the feventeenth, after various. manoeuvres prac- 
tiled on both fides, by the one to elude, and by 
the other to force an engagement, the our 
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CHAP. fleet was brought to adion. The firing began 
XXXVIIT abour one, and did not ceafe till four in the af- 


"1780. 


ternoon. The Sandwich, fir George Rodney’s 
fhip, after beating three of the enemy’s fleet in 
fucceffion, out of the line, engaged with the 
Couronne, the count de Guichen’s fhip, fupport- 
ed by two others, the Triumphant and Fendant, 


and although alone, maintained this unequal com- 


bat for an hour and a half, at the end of which 
the French admiral bore away. At this time the 


‘enemy might be faid to be completely beaten; but 


fuch was the diftance of the van and the rear from 


‘the centre of the Britifh fleet, and fuch the crip- 


pled ftate of feveral of the fhips, particularly the 


Sandwich, which for twenty-four hours was with 


difficulty kept above water, that an immediate 
purfuit could not be ordered with any profpect of 
advantage. In the mean time every endeavour 
was ufed to refit the difabled fhips; and on 
the twentieth, the Britifh commander again de- 
{cried the enemy. - He purfued them, for three 
days fucceflively, but without effect. They ftu- 
dioufly avoided an engagement, and endeavoured 
to pufh for Fort Royal in Martinique. From this 
retreat they were however cut off by fir George 
Rodney, who had penetrated their intention in 
time to counteract it; and they were at laft oblig- 
ed to take fhelter under Guadaloupe. In the ac- 
tion the lofs of men on board the Britifh fleet 
amounted to one hundred and twenty killed, and 
three hundred and fifty-three wounded: That of 
the French in killed and wounded was faid to be 
near one thoufand. Although a victory was un- 
doubtedly obtained, it is plain, from the Britifh 
commander’s difpatches, that it was not fo com- 
plete as he wifhed, and had reafon to expect at the 
beginning of the action: And although blame is 
not direétly imputed to any of the officers under 
a0 i . him, 
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him, it is apparent that he thought himfelf not CH A P. 


well fupported by fome of them. Sir George 
Rodney, finding, from an ineffectual purfuit of 
three days, that it was in vain to follow the ene- 
my any farther, judged it beft, as the next pofli- 
ble chance of bringing them again to action, to 
be off Fort Royal in Martinique before them, the 
only harbour inthe Weft Indies where they could 
repair their damages. To Fort Royal he accord- 
ingly directed his courfe, and continued to cruife 
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eff Martinique, until the condition of fome of his 


own fhips obliged him to return to Gros Iflet Bay 
in St. Lucie to refit, 

The fick and wounded having been landed, and 
the fleet watered and refitted, the Britifh com- 
mander receiving information by his cruifers, on 
the fixth of May, that the French fleet was ap- 
proaching to windward of Martinique, immedi- 
ately failed in queft of it with nineteen fhips of 
the line, two fhips of fifty guns, and fome fri- 
gates. After beating to windward for feveral 
days, he at laft got fight of the objec of his 
wifhes: But it was not the intention of the count 
de Guichen to rifque an engagement, and being 
to windward, he had it much in his power to avoid 
it; yet not fo effectually, but that the rear of his 
fleet was brought to action by the van of fir 
George Rodney’s on the fifteenth and nineteenth 
of May, and on both days the advantage was ma- 
nifeftly on the fide of the latter. After the laft of 
thefe actions, the French fleet ftood to the north- 
ward with fuch a prels of fail, that in three days 
their whole fleet was out of fight. ‘Their fuperi- 
ority in failing was fuch, that all further purfuit 
feemed in vain; and fir George Rodney, having 
been led in chafe of them already forty leagues 
to windward of Martinique, proceeded to Karba- 
does to-refit fuch of his fhips as had been difabled 
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CHAP.in the late engagements. The abfence of the 
AXXVUT Britith fleet afforded an opportunity to the count 
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de Guichen, which he did not fail:to embrace, of 

returning with his fhattered fquadron to the. har- 

bour of Fort:Royal: ! : 
That fir George Rodney fhould put his fleet in 


the beit poilible ftate, and that he fhould occupy ~ 


a windward ftation, became the more neceflary, 
in confequence of information, received by him 
about this time, of the approach of a fleet from 
Spain, which if fuffered unmolefted to join that 
of France, would give to the latter a dangerous 
fuperiority. The Spanifh fleet, of which he re-. 
ceived information, had failed from Cadiz on the 
twenty-eighth of April, under the command. of. 
Don Jofeph Solano, and confitted of twelve fhips 
of the line, a proportionable number of frigates, 
and eighty-three tranfports, having on board near 
twelve thoufand troops, and a confiderable train 
of artillery. That the Britifh Admiral might not 
lofe the opportunity of intercepting this arma- 
ment, he ufed the greateft difpatch in refitting his 
fleet at Barbadoes; and having put to fea as foon 
as it was in readinefs, cruifed in that latitude, in 
which, according to the information conveyed to 
him, there was the greateft chance of meeting 
with Don Solano. But the extreme caution of 
the latter proved the means of his fafety, and de- 
feated all the attempts of the ‘Britifh admiral to 
intercept him. Inftead of failing dire@tly to Fort 
Royal Bay, in Martinique, the appointed place 
of rendezvous, he kept more to the northward, 
and ftopped fhort at Guadaloupe, difpatching a 
frigate to acquaint count de Guichen of his arri- 
val, and requefting a junction where he then was. 
The count de Guichen, upon receiving this intel- 
ligence, immediately failed, with eighteen fhips 
of the- line, and keeping to leeward of the 
iflands, 


AMERICAN WAR, 299 | 


iflands, joined the Spanifh fquadron under Bomi- C HA P. 
XXXVIII 
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nique. 

The combined fleet now pofleffed fo great a 
fuperiority, thatit had nothing to fear from fir 
George Rodney; and the land force that accom- 
panied it was fo confiderable as to portend ruin to 
the Britifh intereft in the Weft Indies, by the fuc- 
ceflive reduction of all the iflands. It was gene- 
rally fuppofed that the conqueft of Jamaica was 
the principal object of the Spanifh armament, in 
effecting which the French fleet, without doubt, 
was to co-operate. But the Spanith troops had 
been fo crowded on board the tranfports, that a 
peftilential diftemper broke out amongit them: 
And it raged with fuch violence about the time of 
their arrival in the Weft Indies, that it became 
neceflary to land the men in order to check its 
progrefs:. For this purpofe, the combined fleet 
proceeded to Fort Royal Bay in Martinique: 
And thé allies were for atime obliged to fufpend. 
their operations. 


Sir George Rodney having been difappointed in 


his defign of intercepting the Spanifh fquadron, . 


returned to Gros Iflet Bay in st. Lucie, as the 
molt convenient ftation for obtaining early intelli- 
gence of any movement made by theenemy. Al- 
though their numbers had been leflened by the 
contagious diftemper, they were {till in fufficient 
force to have attempted the conqueft of Jamaica 
with every ‘profpect of fuccefs: But a difference 
of opinion between the two commanders proved 
fatal to the expedition. After remaining inactive 
for feveral weeks in the bay of Fort Royal, the 
combined fleets put to fea in the night of the fifth 
of July, without making fignals or fhewing lights, 
and directed their courfe to Saint Domingo. Here 


_ they feparated, the count de Guichen, with the 


French fleet, putting in to Cape Francois, whilft 
Don 
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C HAP. Don Solano with the Spanith feet. proceeded to 
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XXXVI the Havannah. ‘The count de Guichen remained 


at Cape Francois only until the homeward-bound 
trade from the French iflands had aflembled, 
when, taking it under his protection, he failed 
directly for Europe. | 

Sir George Rodney probably concluded that 
the count de Guichen only meant to convoy the 
trade to a certain latitude, and then proceed to 
the continent of America, to execute the plan 
concerted with general Wafhington ; and that he 


‘might be in readinels to thwart the count’s ope- 
rations there, as he had already done in the Weft 


Indies, he failed for New York with eleven fhips 


‘of the line and four frigates, where he arrived in 


September, as has been already related. But the 
truth was, that the count de Guichen’s fleet was 
not in a condition to execute his part of the plan: 
His fhips had been fo fhattered in his different en- 
gagements with fir George Rodney, that he found 
it neceflary to return as {peedily as poffible to Eu- 
rope, to give them a thorough repair. 

In the mean time an incident occurred, which 
opened more fully to the view of the Britifh cabi- 
net, the hoftile defigns of the Dutch. So long 
agoas the month of September in the year 1778, 
a private interview had taken place at Aix la Cha- 
pelle, between William Lee, formerly an Alder- 
man of London, and then an agent for the Ame- 
rican congrefs, and John de Neufville, a mer- 
chant of Amfterdam, acting under powers dele- 
gated to him by Van Berkel, grand penfionary of 
that city. © The object of their interview was to 


plan the outlines of a commercial treaty, which 
‘might be proper to be entered into between the 


revolted colonies-in America and the Seven Unit- 
ed Provinces: And at the conclufion of three 
conferences, certain provifionary articles were 
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agreed upon, and figned by the refpetctive agents, 
as thofe upon the bafis of which a treaty might be 
hereafter formed. Duplicates of the articles 
were tranfmitted both to Holland and America; 
and great fecrecy obferved to prevent the tranfac- 
tion from coming to the knowledge of the Britifh 
court. All this was done, whilft the Dutch were 
pretending to act the part of good and faithful 
allies to the king of Great Britain, and at his re- 
quifition formally prohibiting, in appearance, an 
intercourfe between their fubjects and the revolted 
colonies: And perhaps it was not their original 
intention to carry the matter farther, but to fuffer 
the clandeftine commerce between the Tutch do- 
minions and America, to be conducted agreeably 
to the provifions of this unfinifhed arrangement, 
during the continuance of the war, at the end of 
which the proceedings of John de Neufville might 
be either confirmed or difavowed, as fuited their 
intereft; and accordingly nothing farther was 
done towards completing the treaty for near two 
years. But the finances of the congrefs had been 
deranged, and their paper money had been depre- 
ciated to fuch an extent, that they fawit would be 
impoflible to maintain the conteft much longer 
without the aid of a foreign loan, which they 
found from experience could only be negotiated 
in Holland: And even there the mornied men 
were averfe to trufting their:property upon fuch 
fecurity as a people could offer, «vhofe fovereignty 
and’ independence were yet unacknowledged by 
the States General. Befides the general intereft, 
therefore, which the congrefs had in getting the 
independence of the American ftates acknowledg- 
ed by as many of the European powers as poflible, 
thev had a peculiar intereft in procuring that ac- 


knowledgment from the States General, in order, 


to facilitate the negotiation of the propofed loan‘ 
and 
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and they were encouraged to hope for fuccefs in 
their folicitations to that’ end, partly from the fa- 
vourable difpofition of the inhabitants of Amfter-. 
dam towards their caufe, who had already. tafted 
the fweets of the American commerce, and partly 
from the prevalence of a party which the intrigues 
of the court of France had raifed in Holland in 


oppofition to the Stadt holder and the Britith in- 


terelt. 

Moved by fuch confiderations, the congrefs i In 
the prefent year appointed their late prefident, 
Henry Laurens, to proceed to Holland as their 
ambatlador, with full powers to bring the com- 
mercial treaty to a conclufion. Mr. Laurens ac- 


cordingly embarked at Philadelphia in a veflel 


_bound to Holland, carrying with him all the pa- 


pers that in any manner related to the object of 
his miffion, and particularly the provifional .com- 
mercial articles fettled between William Lee and 
John de Neufville. But the veflel was taken on 
her paflage to Europe, and with her Mr. Laurens 
and his papers; the box containing them, which 
had been thrown overboard, having been prevent- 
ed from finking by the alertnefs of a Britifh fea- 
man. 

Mr. Laurens’s papers having furnifhed the Bri- 
tifh miniftry with full evidence of what they had 
long before fufpected, the unfriendly difpofition 
of the Dutch, their connexion with the revolted 
colonies, and the underhand practices of the pen- 
fionary Van Berkel to make that connexion ftill 


_ clofer ; they determined to demand inftant fatis- 


faction for the injury. For that purpofe the pa- 
pers, which afforded the evidence, were tranfmit- 


_ ted to the Britifh ambaflador at the Hague, who 


was inftructed to prefent a memorial to the States 
General, requiring them to difavow the proceed- 
ings of the penfionary Van Berkel and his accom- 

plices, 
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lices, and to) infli& upon them a punithment CHAP. 
faitable to the matt of their sete’ Pac nls 
was further enjoined to declare, that, if fatisfac- 1780. 
tion in thefe refpecis fhould be either refufed or 
delayed, the States General would be confidered 
as making themfelves parties to the injury, and 
fuch meafures be purfued as the law of nations 
authorifed for compelling a reparation of the 
wrong. The memorial was accordingly prefented ; 
and no fatisfactory anfwer being returned by the 
States General within the time expected, the Bri- 
tifh ambaflador was recalled from the Hague, and 
on the twentieth of December, letters of reprifal 
were ordered to be iffued againft the Dutch. | In 
the mean time Mr. Laurens, after an examination , 
before the fecretaries of ftate, was committed on 
a charge of high treafon a clofe prifoner to the 
‘Tower of London. 
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Trench Attempt on the Ifland of Fer fey---Defeated--- 
Naval Exertions of beth France and Britain--- 
Relief of Gibraltar---Capture of the Dutch Iflind 
St. Euftatius---And of Demarary and Iffequibo, 
Dutch Settlements on the Spanifb Main---Eruitlefs 
Attempt of the French on St. Lucie---The Ifand of 

_ Tobago furrendered to the French. ee 


OSTILITIES againft the Dutch began on 

the part of Great Britain by the detention 
of fuch of their veffels as were in Britith harbours, 
until it fhould be known in what manner Britith 
veflels were treated in their ports. The rich 
harveft expected from the capture of the Dutch 
merchantmen excited a freth fpirit of enterprife 
amongit the Britifh fhip-owners: Numerous pri- 
vateers were fitted out; and in a fhort time their 
trade was greatly annoyed. Meafures were alfo 
taken, and orders fent to the Britifh commanders 
abroad, for feizing their foreign poffeffions: And 
fo valuable did the Dutch commerce appear in 
every quarter, that the policy of the Britith mi- 
niftry, in peremptorily requiring them to fulfil 
their engagements, and fhew themfelves either fin- 
cere and ufeful allies, or open and avowed ene- 
mies, feemed fully juttified. 

The French began the year 178t, with renew- 
ing their attempt upon the ifland of Jerfey, in 
which they had failed two years before. ‘The 
command of the expedition was given to the baron 
de 
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de Rullicourt, an officer of courage; but of aC HAP. 
temper hot, intractable, violent, and ferocious. XXXIX. 
About two thoufand men were affigned for the ies, 
fervice: And with thefe embarked in tran!ports January, 
he failed from the coalt of France, in dark and 
{tormy weather, hoping thereby more completely 

to furprife the ifland. Nearly one half of the 
tran{ports were obliged to put back in diftrefs to 

the coaft of France; but with the reft the baron. 
perfifted in his defign, and having paffed the dan- 
gerous fhoals of La Roque Platte, where feveral 

of his veflels were wrecked, and a number of his 
troops loft, he landed unperceived in the night of 

the fixth of January, with eight hundred men, at 

a place called the Baue de Violet.. From thence 

he marched during the night to St. Helier’s, the 
capital of the ifland, and early in the morning 
{eizing the avenues, was in poffeflion of the town 
before the inhabitants were aware of his landing. 

Not long after the French reached St. Helier’s, 
major Corbet, the lieutenant-governor, was made 

a prifoner; but not, it feems, till he had an op- 
portunity of difpatching meflengers to give the 
alarm at the other {tations occupied by the troops 
afigned for the defence of the ifland. The lieu- 
tenant-governor being a prifoner, the baron de 
Rullicourt required him to fign a capitulation for 

the furrender of the ifland, threatening, if he re- 
fufed, to reduce the town of St. Helier’s to afhes, 

and put the inhabitants to the fword ‘To avoid 

fuch dreadful -confequences, major Corbet too 

eafily thought fit to comply, after having in vain 
reprefented, that no act done by him whilft a pri- 

foner could be binding, either upon the troops or 
inhabitants. Elizabeth Caltle was then fummoned 

to furrender under the terms of the capitulation ; 

but captain Aylward, who commanded, aflifted 

by captain Mulcafter, of the engineers, peremp- 
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torily refufed: And the French, who had advane- 
ed to the gate, placing the lieutenant-governor in 
their front, were fired upon and compelled to 
retire. 

In the mean time major Pierfon, upon whom 
the command of the troops devolved, after the 
lieutenant-governor became a prifoner, having 
# \leted them from their different ftations, and 
aflembled as many of the militia as could be got 
together, advanced againft the town, and feized 
the heights adjoining to it. Whilft he lay in this 
fituation he received a fummons to furrender, 
agreeably to the capitulation ; to which he gallant- 
ly anfwered, that unlefs the French themfelves 
laid down their arms, and furrendered within 
twenty minutes, they might expect to be attacked. 
An able difpofition of his troops was accordingly 
made; and at the end of that time, the town being 
affaulted on all fides, the French were fo fiercely 
charged, that they retreated from every quarter 
to the market-place. Here, their force being 
concentered, the action was renewed with frefh 
vigour under the eye of their general, who, di- 
vefting himfelf of the magnanimity attached to 
the chara¢ier of an officer, and even of the feel- 
ings belonging to a man, kept by his fide the 
licutenant-governor during the heat of the battle, 
expofing him, although a prifoner, to the fire 
of the Britifh troops. But at length, the baron 


de Rullicourt received a mortal wound: When 


the fecond in command, feeing his troops unable 
any longer to withfland the impetuofity of the 
affailants, and his own fituation hopelefs, re-- 
quefted the lieutenant-governor to refume his au- 
thority, and accept the fubmiffion of him and his 
troops as prifoners of war, In the attack of St. 
Helier’s, the lofs of the affailants was not fo great 
as might.have been expected: Of the Briuth 

: regulars 
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regulars twelve only were killed, and thirty-fix CHAP, 
wounded; and of the militia four were killed, *X*!X. 
and twenty-nine wounded. But the death ofthe a 
brave major Pierfon, who feli at the endoftheac- ‘ — 
tion and in the moment of complete victory, filled 

every one with regret. To his gallantry and 

good condu-i, and to the brave exertions of the 

officers and troops under him, his country was 
indebted on the prefent occafion for the fafety of 

Jerfey. Although moft of the troops were new 

levies, they fought with the firmnefs of veterans: 

And the lofs fuftained by the militia fhews that 

they were entitled to a full fhare of merit forthe __ 
fuccefs of the day. Of the enemy not one ef- 

caped, all who furvived the action being made pri- 

foners of war, In this manner ended the fecond 
expedition undertaken by the French againft the 

ifland of Jerfey, under all its circumftances more 
difaftrous to them than the firft. 

In the mean time they were ftraining every Naval ex- 
nerve to place their marine upon a more refpecta- fom of 
ble footing, and to fit out fuch a fleet as might and Britain. 
give them a decided fuperiority in the Weft Indies 
during the following fummer: Whilft the Britith 
miniftry on the other hand exerted themfelves not 
lefs ftrenuoufly, to equip fuch a force as might be 
‘adequate to the various fervices which the war in 
its extenfion required them to provide for. That 
which was the moft preffing, and demanded their 
immediate attention, was the relief of the garrifon 
of Gibraltar, more endangered by the want of 
fupplies, in confequence of the blockade, than 
by the tremendous fire from the enemy’s batteries. 
Gibraltar having received no fupplies fince thofe 
conveyed by fir George Rodney in the beginning 
of the preceding year, both the garrifon and inha- 
bitants were at this time in the utmoft diffrefs for 
want of provifions, The allowance to the garrifon 
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© HA P.had been reduced to a pound and a half in the 
XXXIX. week of falted meat for each man, which at 
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length became fo bad as to be fcarcely eatable. 
Frefh provifions, when they could be procured, 
fold at the moft enormous prices: Pigs at two 
guineas, turkies at three, geefe at thirty fhillings, 
fowls and ducks at ten fhillings, damaged bifcuit 
ata fhilling the pound, peafe at eighteen-pence ; 
and all other neceflaries in proportion. Fuel was . 
fo fcarce, that it was with difficulty enough was 
found for drefling their victuals. ‘Thefe diftreffes 
were known in England: The neceflity of attempt- 
ing to relieve the garrifon was of courfe urgent; 
but the difficulty of accomplifhing it was great. 
The Spanifh fleet, under Don Louis de Cordova, 
had orders to cruife upon the coaft of Portugal, 
and was reprefented to confift of thirty fhips of the 
line: A French fleet, not much inferior, was al- 
moft in readinefs to put to fea from Breft ; and 
ail the force, which the Britifh miniftry could 


{pare from other fervices for the relief of Gibral- 


tar, confifted only of twenty-eight fhips of the line. 
Thefe, however, were commanded by the admi- 
rals Darby, Digby, and Rofs, all of them officers 
of great profeffional reputation. With this fleet 
admiral Darby failed from Portfmouth on the 
thirteenth of March, taking under his convoy the 
trade bound to the Faft and Weft Indies ; and 
having touched at Cork to receive the tranfports 
with provifions, and afterwards conducted the 
outward-bound trade as far as was thought necel- 
fary; he left them to purfue their voyage, and 
fteered directly for the bay of Cadiz; into the 
harbour of which Don Louis de Cordova, upon 
receiving intelligence of admiral Darby’s ap- 


proach, had thought fit to retire with the Spanifh 


fleet, without daring to rifque an engagement. 
Whilft admiral Darby cruifed off Cadiz and the 
mouth 
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mouth of the Straits, keeping the Spanifh fleet in 
Port, the tranfports with the provifions and ftores 
proceeded to the place of their deftination, under 
the convoy of the divifion of the Britith fleet com- 
manded by admiral fr John Lockhart Rofs: And 
thus, to the'utter mortification of Spain, Gibral- 
tar was a fecond time relieved, and fupplied with 

every thing neceflary for fuitaining the fiege. 
Whilft the Britifh fleet was abfent on this ferv- 
ice, that of France deftined for the Weft Indian 
ftation, and confilting of twenty-one fhips of the 
line, failed from Breft under the command of the 
count de Grafle. The French pofleffions in that 
quarter, from the inferiority of the fquadron left 
for their protection by the count de Guichen 
when he returned to France at the end of the pre- 
ceding fummer, had been expofed to the attempts 
of the Britifh commanders during the winter, and 
probably fome of them owed their fafety to the 
war with Holland. Sir George Rodney, after re- 
maining at New York until the hurricane feafon 
was over, returned to the Weft Indies towards 
the clofe of the former year, and in conjunction 
with general Vaughan was meditating a defcent 
upon fome of the French iflands, when he receiv- 
ed information of the rupture with the Dutch, 
and inftructions to commence hoftilities againit 
their Weft Indian poffeflions. Of thefe the little 
ifland of St. Euftatius claimed the firft attention, 
not from its intrinfic value, but as being a gene- 
ral depot of merchandife, from whence not only 
the American colonies, but the French iflands 
alfo, derived confiderable fupplies ; And it was the 
more obnoxious to Britith vengeance, that the 
commerce between it and the American colonies, 
connived at by the States General, was the ori- 
ginal caufe of difference between the two nations, 
which at laft produced an open rupture. Of 
: 3 } ) 3 {mall 
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fmall extent, of barren foil, and without any na- 
tive productions of value; the ifland of St. Eufta- 
tius was of no importance, except from its com- 
merce. , Being a free port, it was inhabited by 
people of all nations, who reforted thither for the 
fake of carrying on commerce with their refpective 
countries; and during the prefent war, from the 
great demands for merchandife of all kinds in 
America, the trade of the ifland had increafed to 
an amazing extent. So confiderable was the im- 
portation of merchandife into St. Eultatius, that 
the bulkier articles, for want of room in the ware- 
houfes, lay in the ftreets. The whole ifland was 


a kind of natural fortification, with only one con- 


venient landing-place ; but nothing had been done 
towards improving thofe defenfive advantages, 
nor was it even provided with any thing like a 
fufficient garrifon. Such was the fituation of St... 
Futtatius, when fir George Rodney and general 
Vaughan, on the third of February, appeared 
before it with a force of fhips and troops more pro- 
portioned to the importance than to the difficulty 
of the acquifition. A fummons was immediately 
fent to the governor, requiring him to furrender 
the ifland; with which, knowing its defencelefs. 
ftate, and his utter inability to make any effectual 
refiftance, he thought it prudent without delay to 
comply: And thus the ifland of St. Euttatius, 
with all its ftores of merchandife, was furrendered 
at difcretion to the Britifh navy and army. The 
value of the merchandife thus furrendered was 
fuppofed to amount to four millions; and what- 
ever parts of it belonged to the Dutch, the French, 
or the Americans, unqueltionably became lawful 
prize to the captors. But feveral Britith agents 
having fettled there for the purpofe, as they pre- 
tended, of purchafing American produce under © 
the implied fanGiion of an act of parliament, it 
became 
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became a queftion, whether the property of fuch CHA P. 
perfons, confidered as inhabitants of St. kuftatius, ***1%- 
was or was not fubject to confilcation. Perhaps poser as 
fome diftinction ought to have been made be- ce 
tween thofe Britith agents, who had bona fide fet- 
tled in St. Eultatius for the purpofe aforefaid, 
and thofe who were alfo concerned in carrying on 
an illegal intercourfe, either with the revolted 
fubje&ts of Great Britain, or her open and avowed 
enemies ; and poflibly it was not an eafy matter 
to make the proper difcrimination. However this 
might be, the proceedings of the Britifh com- 
manders with refpect to the property of fuch per- 
fons, became afterwards the fubje@ of much 
controverfy in the courts of law, and of great 
vexation to the captors themfelves, in confe- 
quence of the oppofite decifions given by fome of 
the tribunals before whom the St. Euftatius prize 
caufes were fucceflively carried, 

A Dutch frigate of thirty-fix guns, five fhips of 
war of inferior force, and more than one hundred 
and fifty fail of merchantmen, were taken in the 
bay; anda fleet of thirty fhips richly laden, which 
had failed from St. Euftatius for Holiand two days 
before its capture, were purfued, overtaken, and 
brought back, together with their convoy, a fhip 
of fixty guns, commanded by an admiral. ‘The 
furrender of St. Euftattus was followed by that 
of the iflands of St. Martin and Saba in its vici- 
nity; and the Dutch colours having been kept 
flying upon the forts of the captured iflands. for 
fome time after the furrender, a number of 
French, American, and Dutch veffels were de- 
coyed by the fnare, and became an eafy prey to 
the new poffeffors. oe 

After the capture of St. Euftatius, general 
Cunningham, governor of Barbadoes, {ent a 
fummons, by captain Pender, of his majefty’s 

| floop 
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CHA P. floop Barbuda, to the inhabitants of the Dutch 
ea eaerininn fettlements upon the Spanifh main bordering on 
yaad. ote river Demarary and Iffequibo, informing 
and of De- them of that event, and requiring them to fur- 
ete render to his majefty’s arms. hefe were new 
quibo, A 4 ‘ 

Dutch fet- fettlements, but from the richnels of their foil of 
lene great future expeCtation. Being totally unpro- 
main. vided for defence, the inhabitants, in anfwer to 
the fummons, fent a deputation to governor Cun- 
ningham, with an offer to furrender upon the 
{uppofed terms granted to St. Euftatius. in the 
mean time a fquadron of Britifh privateers, chiefly 
belonging to the port of Briftol, upon hearing of 
the Dutch war, united their force, and boldly 
entering the rivers Demarary and Iffequibo, cut 
out even from under the Dutch forts and batteries, 
and brought off, almoft all the Dutch fhips of 
value in either river. “The deputies fent from 
thefe fettlements to governor Cunningham, of 
Barbadoes, were by him referred to fir George 
Rodney and general Vaughan at St. Euftatius, 
who difdaining to take any advaniage of the im- 
provident offer of the inhabitants to fhare the fame 
fate as the people of St. Euftatius, and thinking 
that a line of diftinGtion ought to be drawn be- 
tween the inhabitants of thofe Dutch colonies, 
who, previoufly to the commencement of hoftili- 
ties againft Holland, had openly ailifted the ene- 
mies of Great Britain, in violation of the treaties 
fubfifling between the two nations, and fuch as, 
occupied in their own domeftic affairs, had given 
no fuch ‘provocation, granted to the deputies, 
terms of capitulation fufficiently liberal, by. which 
the inhabitants of thofe fettlements were fecured 
in the full pofleffion of their civil government and 

private property. 
Whilft fir George Rodney remained at St. 
Euftatius, and before he had finifhed the variety 
of 


AMERICAN W:AR. 


333 


of bufinefs. in which he was involved, by the cap- © HAP. 


ture of that ifland, the difpofal of the merchandife 


found in it, and the claims of the Britifh mer- 
chants, advice was brought to him of the failing of 
count de Graffe from. Breft, with the French fleet 
deltined for the Weft Indies. Upon receiving 
this intelligence, fir Samuel Hood and rear-admi- 
ral Drake were immediately difpatched to wind- 
ward with eighteen fhips of the line, to endeavour 
to intercept and bring the count de Grafle'to ac- 
tion, before his force was increafed by the junc- 
tion of the French fyuadron already at Marti- 


XXKIX 
wo 


— yo. 
173i. 


nique. ‘Thefe admirals accordingly proceeded to April. — 


Fort Royal Bay, off which they cruized until the 


twenty-eighth of April, when the advanced fhips 
announced by fignal the approach of the French 
fleet. A general chafe to windward was Immedi- 
ately ordered, and ine line of battle a-head 
formed, which was continued during the whole 
night, in order more effectually to cut off the 
French fleet from the harbour of Fort Royal. . In 
the morning the French fleet was {till to windward, 
and the convoy clofe in withthe land: It was of 
courfe in the power of the count de Grafle, by 
bearing down, to engage when he pleafed; but 
he kept at a diftance, and avoided an engage- 
ment. Every exertion was made by the Britifh 
commanders to bring him to action, and in the 
courfe of the various evolutions practifed by them 
with this intention, the French fquadron in Fort 


Royal Bay unfortunately found an opportunity of | 


coming ouc and joining their admiral. By the 
junction, he acquired a fuperiority of force over 
the Britifh fleet, in the proportion of twenty-four 
to eighteen, but {till avoided a clofe engagement. 
The endeavours of the Britifh commanders to 
come up with him were neverthelefs unremittingly 

continued ; 
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CHA P. continued; and they fo far fucceeded, as to” 
XXXIX. bring on a partial action. Only the van and 
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fome fhips of the centre of the Britith fleet 
could get near enough to engage; and in their 
ftruggles to clofe with the enemy, they were 
for a confiderable time expofed to a great fu- 
periority of fire, and fuftained much damage. 
‘Che lofs of men was not great; but at the end 
of the engagement, which lafted about three 
hours, the Ruffel was found to have received 
fo many fhots between wind and water, that fhe 
was obliged to bear away for the ifland of St. 
Euftatius to refit: Four other fhips were alfo 
much difabled. The enemy did not efcape 
without damage; but their fuperiority of force 
fill remained. The next morning fir Samuel 
Hood endeavoured to gain the wind of the ene- 
my, that he might engage with lefs difadvan- 
tage; but it was to no purpofe, At laft, find- 
ing all his efforts ineffectual, and feveral of his 
fhips fo crippied as to be unfit for immediate 
aétion, he bore away for Antigua to get them 
refitted, and was followed by the count de Grafle, 
with the whole French fleet. “The next day fomé 
Ships in the rear of the Britifh fleet being in dan- 
ger of being cut off, fir Samuel Hood bore down 
with the van and centre for their protection, 
and made fo refolute a ftand, that the count de 
Graffe, notwithftanding his great fuperiority, did 
not dare to perfift in the attempt; but foon af- 
terwards gave over the purfuit, and returned to 

Martinique. | 
Whillt the Britifh fleet proceeded to Antigua 
to refit, an attempt was made by the French to 
regain poffeffion of the ifland of St. Lucie. In 
the night between the tenth and eleventh of May, 
a force from Martinique, commanded by the vil- 
| count 
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count Damas, acting under the orders of the CHAP. 
Marquis de Bouillé, who accompanied him, land- oa 
ed upon the ifland in three different places, and ie 
early the next morning furprifed the town of Gros 
Iflet, and made prifoners fome fick of the forty- 
fixth regiment that were in the hofpital. Pigeon 
Ifland, which commanded the anchorage-ground 
in Gros Iflet Bay, and was garrifoned by a com- 
pany of the eighty-feventh regiment, under the 
command of captain Campbell, and fome feamen 
under the direction of lieutenant Miller, of the 
navy, was immediately fummoned to furrender, 
with a threat, that the garrifon, in cafe of refu- 
fal, might expe& to fuffer all the feverities autho- 
rifed by the laws of war: But captain Campbell, 
the commanding officer, bravely bid defiance to 
the enemy, and refolved to defend his poft to the 
laft extremity. On the day after the landing of 
the troops, the count de Grafle appeared with 
twenty-five fhips of the line, and ftood in for 
Gros Iflet Bay, as if with intention to anchor ; 
but was foon obliged to alter his defign, and fall 
to leeward, in confequence of a well-directed fire 
from the batteries on Pigeon ifland. In the mean 
time general St. Leger, who commanded at St. 
Lucie, had made a moit judicious difpofition of 
his little force for the defence of the ifland: And 
the fortunate arrival of a frigate and two floops 
of war, fupplied him with a reinforcement of fea- 
men to afhft in manning the batteries. So deter- 5. tema. 
mined an appearance of refiftance entirely difcon- tempt of 
certed the views of the French commanders, who po ena 
had expected an eafy conqueft. The enterprife cic.” 
was in confequence abandoned: ‘heir troops 
were re-embarked in the night: And the next 
morning their whole fleet returned to Marti- 
nique. 
This 
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This fruitlefs attempt upon St. Lucie was fol- 
lowed by another againft the ifland of Tobago, 
which proved more fuccefsful. A fmall fquadron 
of fhips from Martinique appeared before it on 
the twenty-third of May, having on board twelve 
hundred troops, under the command of the fieur 
Blanchelande, governor of St. Vincent’s, who 


_ effected a landing the next day. The whole force 


that could be collected for the defence of the if- 
land, did not exceed five hundred men of all de- 
nominations, including regulars, militia, and 
fome armed negroes. With thefe governor Fer- 
gufon took a ftrong pofition on Mount Concordia, 
having firlt difpatched an advice-boat to Barba- 
does, with intelligence of the attack. Mount 
Concordia was an eligible fituation, becaufe from 
thence both fides of the ifland might be diftin@ly 
feen ; and in this pofition the governor, and ma- 
jor Stanhope, who commanded the regular troops, 
defended themfelves until the firft of June. Im- 
mediately after'the landing of, the French troops, 
a fummons was fent to the governor to furrender 
the iflaad, and an offer was made to grant the 
moft favourable terms; but both were inftantly 
rejected. Threats were then made, that unlefs 
the militia returned to their homes, their planta- 
tions would be burnt: But thefe alfo were difre- 
garded. The fieur Bianchelande, feeing fuch a 
fhew of refiftance, difpatched a veffel to Martini- 
que, requefting a reinforcement. His requett 
was inftantly complied with: And a powerful re- 
inforcement, commanded by the marquis de 
Bouillé in perfon, and accompanied by the count 
de Grafle, with the whole French fleet of twenty- 
five fhips of the line, arrived at Tobago on the 
thirty-firft of May. Upon the arrival of the 
French fleet with this reinforcement, a council of 
war 
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war was held between the governor and his garri- CHA P. 
fon: And the engineers being of opinion that *¥*!% 
Mount Concordia was no longer tenable againift 178 
fo fuperior force, a refolution, was unanimoufly 
taken to retreat to a ftill ftronger pofition upon 
the main ridge, the approach to which was by a 
road of fome miles in length, fo narrow that two 
men could not walk abrea{t, and inacceflible on 
each fide by impenetrable forefts. In purfuance 
of this refolution, the garrifon left Mount Con- 
cordia at one in the morning of the firft of June, 
unperceived by the enemy, and without molefta- 
tion reached the defile leading to the main ridge 
before eight. 

No movement perhaps was ever fo critically ex- 
ecuted, preparations having been made by the 
enemy for {torming the Britifh lines at Mount 
Concordia on the fame morning on which the 
garrifon had evacuated them. And as the mar- 
quis de Bouillé, in confequence of the great fu- 
periority of his force, entertained no doubt of the 
fuccefs of the attack; fo his difappointment was 
extreme, upon finding that the garrifon had ef- 
caped to.an inacceilible part of the ifland, where 
-his own. numbers could not avail, and where they 
might defend themfelves with eafe againft any 
force, fo long as their provifions lafted. His cha- 
grin on this occafions feems to have betrayed him 
into unulual aéts of feverity, inconfiftent with his 
former conduct of lenity and moderation. Fear- 
ful left the garrifon fhould hold out until the ar- 
rival of the Britifh fleet, which might fruftrate 
the whole expedition, he began to execute the 
threats made by the fieur Blanchelande. Two of 
the neareft plantations were immediately fet on 
fire: An order was iffued to burn four more with- 
in the {pace of four hoyrs; anda flag of truce 

was 
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CHAP. was fent to acquaint the governor and inhabitants, 
XXXIX. that the like execution would be repeated every 


1784. 


four hours, until the ifland fhould be furren- 
dered. 

Thefe ruinous devaftations overcame the firm- 
nefs of the militia. ‘To fave their property, they 
determined to capitulate ; and in this determina- 
tion they were joined by the commanding officer 
of the troops. It was in vain that the governor 
reprefented the natural ftrength of the poft which 
they now occupied, and urged them to perfift in 
the defence of the ifland until the Britifh fleet 
fhould come to their relief. ‘They had already 
held out for more than a week againft a very fu- 
perior force, in daily expeétation'of relief: They 
had alfa by this time received information that a 
reinforcement coming to their affiftance had been 
obliged to put back on account of the arrival of 
the French fleet. They defpaired of further re- 
lief; and they faw their habitations in flames. 
Under fuch circumftances no remonftrances of 
the governor could prevail; and in order to ob- 
tain better terms for the inhabitants, he was at laft 
obliged to yield, and join in a meafure which he 
could no longer prevent. A treaty for a capitula- 
tion was entered upon, and terms were obtained 
for the inhabitants, not lefs beneficial than thofe 
granted to the inhabitants of Dominica. The 
difference of opinion that had taken place between 
the governor and the commanding officer of the 
troops, was the caufe of their acting feparately in 
the treaty opened with the marquis de Bouille; 
the terms which refpe€ted the inhabitants being ~ 
fettled by the governor with their concurrence, 
and thofe regarding the regular troops by major 
Stanhope, without the participation of the go- 
vernor. | 

In 
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In the mean time the fhips of the Britifh fleet, © H A P. 


that had been difabled in the late a¢tions between 
vice-admiral fir Samuel Hood and the count de 


Grafle, having been repaired, and fir George - 


Rodney having as expeditioufly as poflible joined 
the vice admiral with fuch fhips as had remained 
with him at St. Euftatius, the whole fleet, then 
amounting to twenty fhips of the line, proceeded 
under his command to Barbadoes, where it arriv- 
ed on the twenty-third of May, the fame day on 
which the French armament had firft appeared 
off Tobago. Governor Fergufon’s difpatch-boat, 
with advice of that armament, and the attack on 
Tobago, reached Barbadoes early in the morning 
of the twenty-feventh; and on the following day, 
admiral Drake was difpatched to its relief, with 
fix fhips of the line, three frigates, and fome 
tran{ports, having on board the fixty-ninth regi- 
ment, and two companies of other regiments, 
under the command of brigadier-general Skeene. 
‘This was the reinforcement of which the governor 
and inhabitants of Tobago had received intelli- 
gence: But the previous arrival of the whole 
French fleet prevented it from landing. As foon 
as admiral Drake difcovered the enemy’s fleet ly- 
ing between him and the ifland, he returned to 
Barbadoes, in purfuance of his orders, not to 
rifque his f{quadron againft a fuperior force. Sir 
George Rodney now put to fea with the whole 
fleet; but before he reached Tobago, the ifland 
had lurrendered. 

A train of unfortunate circumftances feems to 
have led to this event, he ifland might probably 
have been faved, had fir George Rodney failed 
with his whole fleet to its relief as foon as he was 
apprized of its danger, iaftead of fending only a 
fquadron of fhips with a reinforcement. The 
previous intelligence conveyed to the inhabitants, 

that 
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CHAP. that admiral Drake was on his paffage with this 
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‘ reinforcement, rendered the dilappointment 


greater, when they found that he was obliged to 
put back, and, added to the burning of their 
plantations, threw them into a ftate of defpair. 
But even after all thofe unlucky circumftances, 
had there been a more cordial co-operation be- 
tween the governor and the commander of the 
troops, itis poflible that the militia, after the ex- 
ertions already made by them, might have been 


prevailed upon to hold out longer: Or even if 


the militia were determined in all events to fur-. 
render, fuch was the nature of the defile, accord- 
ing to governor Fergufon’s defcription, that the 
regulars themfelves might have defended it againft 
any force, until the arrival of fir George Rodney. 
On the fecond of June, the capitulation for To- 
bago was figned; and on the fourth fir George 
Rodney, with the Britith fleet, appeared in fight 

of ty 
The Britifh admiral, after receiving intelligence 
of the furrender, ftood to the northward, and on 
the fifth of June came in fight of the French feet 
lying to leeward between him and the Grenadilles. 
‘Towards the evening the two fleets, fteering both 
the fame courfe, approached each other. Sir 
George Rodney, however, although to wind- 
ward, did not think fit to bear down upon the 
enemy, left he fhould have got entangled among it 
the iflands of the Grenadilles, and by the currents 
been driven to leeward into the channel between 
Grenada and the Spanifh main; whilft the French 
fleet could fhelter itfelf in the harbours and under 
the batteries of thar ifland, and thus gaining a 
windward fituation, endanger the fafety of Barba- 
does before the Britifh fleet could bear up to its 
afiftance. But, as he trufted that the French, 
from their fuperiority, might be induced to a 
ow 
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low him, and thus be led into a track where there CH AP. 
would be more fea-room and lefs danger of being XIX. 

driven to leeward, he kept on his courfe to wind- 
ward of St. Vincent’s, and gave orders for all the 
lights of his fleet to be made as confpicuous as 
poffible during the night, that the enemy, if they 
were difpofed to engage, might know that their 
wifhes in the morning would not be difappointed : 
In the morning, however, the enemy’s fleet was 
not to be feen. Inthe night it had tacked and 
fteered for Courland Bay, in Tobago; and dur- 
ing the remainder of the fummer, the count de 
Graffe, notwithftanding his fuperiority of five 
fhips of the line, cautioufly avoided to rifque a 
general engagement. 
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Reduélion of Penfacola by the Spaniards—-The com- 
bined Fleets of Irance and Spain, to the Amount of 
feventy Sail, threaten Defiruétion to the Marine 
Force of England—The Britifob Admiral, with 
twenty-one {hips of the Line, prudently retires into 
Torbay— where the Enemy donot think it advifable 
to attack bim — Caufes why the Combined Fleets en- 
joyed a temporary Superiority over that of Great 
Britain—Aétion between a Britifp and a Dutch 

Fleet, near the Dogger Bank—Britifhb Armament 
fent againft the Dutch Settlement at the Cape of 
Good Hope—Attacked by the French Admiral 
Suffrein—The Dutch Garrifon at the Cape rein- 
forced by the French—- Commodore ohnftone makes 
Prizes of four Dutch Eaft Indiamen—The Bri- 
tifh Armament under General Meadows fails for 
the Eaft Indies—Invafion of the Carnatic by Hyder 
Ally—Defeat and Difafter of a Britifh Detach-- 
ment under Colonel Baillice— Ravages committed in 
the Carnatic by Hyder Ally—The Command of the” 

Britifh Army in the Prefidency of Madras commit-— 

ted to Sr Eyre Coote—Operations of the Britifh 

Fleet in India. 


CHAP. HILST the French were thus availing 
XL. themfelves of the embarraffed ftate of 
ae Great Britain, to wreft from her her Weft India 
‘"" iflands, the Spaniards were employed upon the 
continent of America, in recovering the poffefli- 

ons which had been taken from them in the for-_ 

mer war. In each of the two preceding years, 

as 
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as we have already feen, they had conquered aC HAP. 


part of Weft Florida; and in the prefent year the 
conqueft of the whole province was atchieved by 
the reduction of: Penfacofa. Don Bernardo de - 
Galvez, intent on making this conqueft, went from 
New Orleans to the Havannah, in the fall of the 


1781. 


preceding year, to folicit a force that might be oot 
. ~ » orlveniacola 
adequate to the purpofe. In confequence of his by the Spa- 


reprefentations the expedition was undertaken, but niards. 


the fir(t fleet that failed was difperfed by a ftorm, 
fome of the fhips loft, and the reft obliged to re- 
turn in diftrefs, The perfeverance of Don Ber- 
_ nardo de Galvez was however not to be conquered. 
Another armament was got ready with all expedi- 
tion, A land force, amounting to five or fix thou- 
fand men, with a large train of artillery, was em- 
barked on board tranfports’; and the whole, under 
the convoy of fome fhips of war, having failed from 
the Havannah in the month of February, arrived 
in fafety off the bar of Penfacola on the ninth of 
March. 

General Campbell {till commanded the Britith 
troops in Weft Florida: but, reduced as they had 
been by the captureof lieutenant colonel Dickfon’s 
detachment on the Miffifippi, and the garrifon un- 
der captain Durnford at Mobille, they did not at 
this time exceed nine hundred and fifty men, con- 
fifting of Britifh regulars, German auxiliaries, 
part of two provincial regiments, and‘ fome mi- 
litia. 

Notwithftanding the great difparity of force be- 
tween the befiegers and the garrifon, the Spanifh 
general thought fit to fend for a reinforcement. 
In the mean time the troops that he had with him 
were landed, and the Britifh works at Penfa- 
cola regularly invefted. After fome time the ex- 
pected fuccours arrived, part of the Spanifh gar- 
rifon of Mobille having marched acrofs the coun- 
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CHAP. try to join in the fiege, and a fleet of fifteen fhips 
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of the line, under the command of Don Solano, . 
having arrived from the Havannah, with an addi- 
tional land force of three thoufand men.. Altho’ 
the defence made by the garrifon was brave and 
fpirited, and the progrefs of the befiegers hitherto 
proportionably flow; it was apparent, from the 
force with which it was invefted, that the place 
muft ultimately fall: But its fate was unexpect- 
edly precipitated by the bafenefs and perfidy of a 
traitor. A man of the name of Cannon, formerly 
an officer in one of the provincial regiments in 
garrifon at Penfacola, had been broke the year be- 
fore by a court-martial for ungentlemanlike beha- 
viour, and retired to the Creek country among 
the Indians, whence he returned as foon as he 
heard of the landing of the Spaniards, and joined 
them on the fifth of April. By him they were 
made minutely acquainted with the ftate and fitua- 
tion of all the Britifh works, and were thus ena- 
bled to dire&t their fire towards thofe quarters 
where it was likely to produce the greatelft effect. 
Indefatigable in his traitorous purpofe, he ufed to 
climb to the’ top of a tall pine-tree, commanding 
a view of the Britifh works, from whence he was 
enabled to inform the Spanifh bombardiers where 
the fhells difcharged from their mortars took effect, 


- and whether near or at a diftance from the Britifh 


magazines. Thus inftructed, and improved by 
repeated trials, they acquired fuch a knowledge 
as at ‘length enabled them to do fatal execution. 
On the morning of the eighth of May, a fhell 
burfting at the door of a magazine in one of the 
advanced works, fet fire to the powder within, 
which in an in{ftant reduced the whole redoubt to 
a heap of rubbifh. By the explofion feventy-fix 
of the garrifon loft their lives, and twenty-four 
were badly wounded. The enemy immediately, 

advanced 
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advanced to take advantage of the confufion; but CH A P. 
were repulfed in their firft attempt by the fire from _ ¥L- 
two flank works, which had been added to the re- ea 
doubt after the commencement of the fiege, and 
which fortunately were not injured by the blow- 
ing-up of the magazine. This repulfe procured a 
fhort refpite to the garrifon, during which thofe 
' who had been wounded. by the explofion were 
carried off, fome of the cannon removed from the 
flank works, which it was now judged neceflary to 
evacuate, and the reft fpiked up. The enemy, 
however, again advanced in greater force, and un- 
der cover of the flank works, which had been 
abandoned, kept up fo hot a fire of mufquetry 
upon another redoubt, that the men could no lon- 
ger ftandto their guns. There was alfo, it feems, 
a {carcity of ordnance fhot in the garrifon, from the 
great number that had been already expended. 
Under thefe circumftances general Campbell 
thought fit to capitulate; and thus the province of 
Welt Florida was once more re-annexed to the 
Spanifh dominions. 

In thefe military operations abroad the French 
and Spaniards acted feparately, but in Europe 
they undertook a joint expedition againft the 
ifland of Minorca. The plan of the expedition 
had been laid in the beginning of the year; but 
the neceflary preparations delayed the execution 
of it until the middle of fummer. After the re- 
turn of the Britith fleet from conveying fupplies to 
Gibraltar, and whilft it cruized near our own 
coafts, for the protection of the homeward bound 
trade, a French fleet of eighteen fhips of the line 
failed from Breft towards the end of June, and in 
the following month joined the Spanith fleet at 
Cadiz. At Cadiz was prepared the principal ar- 
mament deftined againft Minorca: It confifted of 
ten thoufand men, with a fuitabie train of artillery, 

and 
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CHAP.and was commanded by the duke de Crillon, a 
Xl. French general of great reputation. When every 
1581, thing was in readinefs, the armament failed about 

the end of July, under the convoy of the com- 
bined fleets, and being accompanied by them as 
far as any danger was to be apprehended, arrived 
in fafety at Minorca. Onthetwentieth of Auguft 
the Spanifh troops were landed, and being foon 
afterwards joined by fix thoufand French from 
Toulon, St. Philip’s Caftle, the principal fortrefs 
of the ifland, was regularly invefted: But, as the 
duration of the fiege was protracted, in confe- 
quence of the brave defence made by the garrifon, 
until the month of February :782, the account of 
its progrefs and termination will more properly 
belong to the tranfactions of that year. 

The com. Lhe combined fleets having convoyed the arma- 

bined Sse tent againft Minorca as far as the {traits of Gib- 

and Spain, altar, and feen it fately into the Mediterranean, 
to : altered their courfe, and failed for the coaft of 
feventy fii, England, with orders to fight the Britith fleet. 
threaten Arriving off the mouth of the channel, they ex- 
defvuction tended themfelves in a line acrofs it from the 
rine force of iflands of Scilly to Ufhant, amounting in all to 

England. feventy fail, fifty of them being of the line, and 

The Britith fome of thefe of the largeft rate. The attention 

admiral, of all Europe was again directed to the operations 

twenty-one Of fo powerful a fleet, and the deftruction of the 
ar he marine force of England was confidently expect. 
dently ree €d: But the race is not always to the {wift, nor 
fires into the battle to the ftrong. Admiral Darby, who was 
orbay, pee : ; 
then cruizing in the channel, with only twenty- 
one fhips of the line, having fortunately met with 
a neutral veflel that had pafled through the com- 
bined fleets a few days before, received from her 
information of their approach, as well as of their 
great ftrength, and prudently withdrew into Tor- 
bay, to wait for areinforcement. In this fituation 


the 
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the enemy, va{t as their fuperiority was, and al-C HA P. 
though their orders were to fight, did not dare to, *% 
attack him. ‘!he count de Guichen, who com- 
manded the French fleet, and Don Vincent de Dos, 
the fecond in command of the Spanith fleet, were where the 
eager to make the attempt, but in a council of war nour Aca 
held for deliberating on the fubjeét, their opinions aavifable to 
were over-ruled by a great majority. The defign attack him. 
of attacking admiral Darby in Torbay being given 

up, the commanders of the combined fleets next 

turned their whole attention to intercepting the 
homeward-bound Britifh trade, but met with no 

fuccefs. The crews of their fhips being fickly, 

and their fhips themfelves in bad condition, the 

{tormy month of September quickly obliged them 

to put anend to their cruize. Early in that month 

they feparated, the fleet of France fteering for 

Breft, and that of Spain for Cadiz, where they 
feverally arrived much fhattered and difabled. In 

the mean time great apprehenfions were entertain- 

ed in England for the fafety of the home-ward 

bound convoys, more efpecially as admiral Darby 

was prevented from failing by contrary winds, 

for fome time after he received his reinforce- 

ments: But fortunately none of the merchant 

fleets that were expected, arrived upon the coatt 

until after the combined fleets had feparated and 
returned to port ; and by the time of their arrival, 

admiral Darby, with thirty fhips of the line, was 

at fea for their proteétion. . 

By the various fervices, upon which, in confe- Caufes why 
quence of the extenfion of the war, it became ne- (Pe Ou" 
ceflary to employ feparate {quadrons, the grand enjoyed a 
channel fleet was unavoidably weakened; and the ra a 
combined fleets thereby obtained a more confider- over that of 
able temporary fuperiority. The war with Holland iti se 
required that a fquadron fhould be fent into the 
north fea, as well for the fafety of the Britith trade 
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CHAP. to the Baltic, as for the obftruction of that of the 


1781. 


Dutch. This f{quadron confifted of an old eighty- 
gun fhip, that carried no heavier metal than a 
fifty, an old fixty-gun fhip that had been difcharg- 
ed, but was lately refitted for fervice, two feventy- 
fours, a fixty-four, a fifty, a forty four, and four 
frigates; and the command of it was given to 
admiral Hyde Parker, a veteran officer of diftin- 
guifhed bravery. Their Baltic trade being of the 
utmoft importance to the Dutch, they {trained 
every nerve to fit out a ftrong fquadron for its 
protection, which, when it went to fea, confifted 
of eight fhips of the line, and ten large frigates, 
under the command of admiral Zouttman. It fo 
happened, that whilft admiral Parker was on his 
return to England, with a large fleet under his 
convoy, admiral Zouttman failed from Holland, 


“having under his convoy a Dutch fleet bound to 


the Baltic. The two fquadrons failed nearly in 
the fame track, and in oppofite directions, met 
upon the Dogger Bank on the fifth of Augutt ; 
and both without delay prepared for action, after 
taking fuch previous meafures as were neceflary 
for the fafety of their refpective convoys. One 
of the Dutch line-of-battle fhips had, from fome 
caufe or otther, returned into port, but a forty- 
four gun fhip, carrying heavy metal, being fub- 
ftituted in her room, admiral Zouttman’s line 
ftill confifted of eight fhips of two decks : That of 
admiral Parker confifted only of feven, and of 
thefe one mounted only fifty, and another forty- 
four, guns. His two fmalleft frigates were fent 
off with the convoy, and the two largeft ftationed 
fo as to be in readinefs to tow off any of the fhips 
of the line that might be difabled in the action. 


Adon be- The Britifh fleet being to windward, of courfe 


tween a 


Britifh and 


bore down upon that of admiral Zouttman, who, 


Dutch fleet unlike fome modern naval commanders, practifed 
near the 
Dogger 
Bank. 


no 
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no manceuvres to avoid a decifive engagement ; CH AP. 
but rather feemed to court it, and prepared to 
difpute the day with his opponent by dint of hard ,.¢,, 
fighting. No gun was fired on either fide, until 
the two fquadrons came fo near as to be within 
half mufquet fhot, when admiral Parker, ranging 
alongfide the Dutch admiral, and the other fhips 
of his fquadron bearing down in like manner 
upon thofe of the enemy that were oppofed to 
them, the action began and continued with un- 
remitting fury for three hours and a half; at the 
end of which both fleets were fo difabled, that 
neither of them could form the line and renew 
the action. ‘They lay-to for fome time, at a {mall 
diftance from each other, repairing their damages, 
when the Dutch admiral, with his convoy, bore 
away for the Texel; and the Britifh fleet was fo 
difabled as not to be in a condition to purfue. 
Although no fhip was taken on either fide, this 
was by far the hardeft-fought battle of any that 
had yet happened by fea during the war. The 
obftinate refiftance made by the Dutch incontef- 
tably proved that however much their navy, in a 
long courfe of peace, had been fuffered to de- 
cline, their officers and feamen poflefled the fame 
intrepidity and defperate valour as in the days of 
Van Tromp and De Ruyter: And although ad- 
miral Parker obtained no trophy of victory, the 
gaining an advantage, with an inferior force, 
over fuch an enemy, was a fufficient proof that 
Britith failors, when boldly led to adion, with- 
out wafting their time in nautical manceuvres, {till 
fupported their claim to that pre-eminence by fea, 
which has been fo long the pride and boaft of the 
nation. That an advantage was gained by admi- 
ral Parker was very apparent, from the Dutch 
admiral being the firlt that bore away : The ob- 
ject 
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C : AP. ject of his failing was alfo completely defeated, as 
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the convoy which he had under his charge, was 
obliged to put back, and could not, after the ac- 
tion, proceed with fafety on their voyage. The 
Britifh fleet alfo fuffered much; and the lofs of 
men was great. It amounted to one hundred and 
four killed, and three hundred and thirty-nine 
wounded, amongft whom were a number of va- 
luable officers. But the Dutch thips were fo mi- 
ferably torn and fhattered, that it was with diffi- 
culty moft of them were kept above water until 
they reached a port; and the Hollandia, one of 
them, actually funk the night after the engage- 
ment, with all her wounded people on board. 
The lofs of men fuftained by the Dutch has 
never been publifhed by authority: It was, how- 
ever, known to be great, and, according to pri- 
vate accounts from Holland, amounted to near 
twelve hundred men. 

Befides the lofs of one of their capital fhips, and 
the unferviceable condition of fome of the reft, in 
confequence of the damage fuftained in the aétion, 
it was a grievous mortification to the Dutch to fee 
their Baltic convoy obliged to return, and one of 
the moft beneficial branches of their commerce, 
for this year at leaft, entirely interrupted. But 
this was not the only remaining mortification 
which the fortune of war in this eventful year 
fubjected them to bear. For not long after the 
action with admiral Parker, intelligence arrived 
in Europe of the capture of five of their Eaft India 


fhips in Saldanha Bay, on the coaft of Africa, by © 
a Britifh fquadron under the command of commo- 
dore Johntftone. 

Previous to the commencement of the Dutch 
war, this fquadron was in fome ftate of prepara- 
tion, and is faid to have been defigned to favour 

an 
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an infurrection in the Spanifh colonies of South CH AP. 
America. Andas in another part of this work the XL. 
interference of foreign powers in difputes between Mae 
a fovereign and his fubjects has been generally : 
condemned, and pronounced to be illegal and un- 
warrantable, it will be proper in this place to ob- 

ferve, that however true fuch an affertion, gene- 

rally taken, muft be admitted to be, yet the con- 

duct of the Britifh miniftry, had they executed 

the defign here afcribed to them, would have 

been fairly jultifable upon the ground of retali- 

ation, after the Spaniards had taken a part in 

the war between Great Britain and her colonies, 

and actually affifted the latter in their oppofition. 

But this plan, which appears to have been well 

laid, was never carried into execution*: The 
rupture with Holland appears to have produced a 

change of the plan; and the armament was now 
primarily deftined to a& again{t the Dutch poffef- 

fions at the Cape of Good Hope. The fquadron Britim ar- 
confifted of one fhip of feventy-four guns, ano- mament 
ther of fixty four, three fifty-gun fhips, three fri- ll egg 
gates of thirty-two guns, two floops of war, two fttlements 
cutters, a bomb-ketch and fire-fhip, two degnance Poole a 
ftore-fhips, eleven tranfports, five viCtuallers, and Hope, 
thirteen Indiamen. On board the tranfports and 
Indiamen was diftributed a land force confifting 

‘of the fecond battalion of the forty-fecond regi- 

ment, with Fullarton’s and Humberftone’s regi- 

ments, of one thoufand men each, but all newly 


* The new regiments, of one thoufand men each, viz. the 
g8th and rooth, were completed in January 1781, by William 
Fullarton, Efq. the author of the plan, the reprefentative of an 
ancient family of that name in Aurfhire; and Mr. Makenzie 
Humberftone, a young gentleman of great hopes, of the family 
of Seaforth, 


raifed, 
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CHAP. raifed, four companies from other regiments, and 
L. a detachment of the royal artillery. The land 


1781, 


force was commanded by general Meadows, who 
had gallantly diftinguifhed himfelf, as may be feen 
in a former part of this work, in the fuccefsful 
defence of the pot of the Virgie againft the furious 
attack of the count d’Eftaing in the year 1778. 
With this fquadron, commodore Johnitone 


failed from St. Helen’s on the thirteenth of March, 


in company with the grand fleet under admiral 
Darby, when it went to the relief of Gibraltar. and 
proceeding on his deftination, without any mate- 
rial occurrence, until he arrived at St. Jago, one 
of the Cape de Verd Iflands, there, on the tenth 
of April, anchored his fquadron in Port Praya 
Bay, for the purpofe of procuring fupplies of frefh 
water and provifions. As the ifland of St. Jago 
belonged to the Portuguefe, a neutral nation, 
Praye Bay was of courfe a neutral port: And 
by the law of nations the fhips and veffels of ei- 
ther of the powers at war, when lying ina neutral 
port, are exempted from infult or moleftation by 


‘the others. In fuch a fituation no danger was ap- 


prehended, more efpecially as an enemy’s fquad- 
ron was neither known nor fufpected to be in thofe 
feas; from whence it happened that commodore 
Johnftone’s thips were fuftered to fpread themfelves 
about in the bay, without much order, and ra- 
ther with a view to their own convenience in red 
dily fupplying their wants, whereby much time 
would be faved, than for the purpofe of defence. 
In this ftate of fecurity they were fuddenly attack- 
ed on the fixteenth of April, by a fuperior French 
{quadron under monfieur de Suffrein. Although 
commodore Johnftone’s expedition was to be a 
fecret one, it fufliciently appears from what hap- 
pened, that both the Dutch and the French had 
either by their fagacity penetrated into the inten- 

tion 


AMERICAN WAR. 333 


tion of the Britifh miniftry, or by their emiflaries CH A P. 
and fpies difcovered the real. object of the expedi- 
tion. The former, confcious as they were of the 
weaknefs of the garrifon at the Cape, and feeing 
in all their extent the ruinous confequences that 
would follow its capture, were neverthelefs unable 
to equip a fleet in time for its protection, and in 
their diftrefs applied to the French for affiftance : 
And the latter, in order to give an earneft of good 
faith to their new affociates in the war, readily 
complied with the requifition. A fquadron, fu- 
perior in force to commodore Johnftone’s, was 
with all difpatch fitted out at Breft, and failed 
from thence only nine days after the commodore 
left St. Helen’s. The fquadron confifted of five 
fhips of the line, and fevegal frigates, with a 
number of Eaft India hips and tran{ports, having 
on board a confiderable land force, and a train of 
artillery. Monfieur de Suffrein, who command- 
ed it, received orders to countera& the operations 
of commodore Johnftone wherever he might hap- 
pen to meet with him, but in an efpecial manner 
to provide for the fecurity of the Cape of Good 
Hope. With fuch orders he proceeded on his 
expedition, and having difcovered the Britith 
{quadron at anchor in Port Praya Bay, took the 
fudden refolution of attacking it, although in a 
neutral port, expeCting probably, in that fituation, 
to find it unprepared for action, and to obtain an 
eafy conqueft. In the former of thefe expedta- attacked by 
tions he appears not to have been miftaken, but! 4 gag 
in the latter was grievoully difappointed. When Ssuffrein. 
the alarm was firft given, at leaft fifteen hundred 
perfons are faid to have been abfent from the fhips 
of the Britifh {quadron, employed in the neceflary 
fervices of watering, fifhing, and embarking live- 
ftock, and other frefh provifions. The commo- 
dore’s 
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CHAP. dore’s firft fignal was for all perfons to return 
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, from the fhore, which he enforced by the firing 
of a gun; another was foon afterwards made to 


unmoor, and a third to prepare for action. But 
the French commodore gave them little time for 
preparation. ‘The appearance of his fquadron 
was firft communicated by fignal from the Ifis, 
lying near the mouth of the bay, between nine 
and teninthe morning; and before eleven mon- 
fieur de Suffrein, having feparated from his con- 
voy, entered the bay with five fhips of the line. 
In the Heros, of feventy-four guns, he led the 
way, and, firing at the Ifis as he pafled, kept 
on his courfe until he was within a cable’s 
length of the Monmouth and Hero, two of the 


largeft fhips of the Britifh fquadron, and there 


dropped his anchor; the next French fhip that 
followed was the Annibal, which fhot a-head of 
monfieur de Suffrein, and there dropped anchor ; 
the third, the Artefien, anchored about the fame 
diftance aftern: And in this fituation they began 
a heavy cannonade, fprings having been paffed on 
their cables before they entered the bay. The 
other two French fhips, the Sphynx and the Ven- 
geur, did not anchor, but ranged about the bay, 
firing at every fhip as they paffed, and endeavour- 
ing to board the merchantmen; but in this they 
had little fuccefs. Notwithftanding the fudden- 
nefs of the attack, the fire of the French fquadron 
was returned with vigour and effet by fuch of 
the Britifh fhips as could bring their guns to bear. 
Captain Alms, in the Monmouth, kept up a well- 
directed fire; and from the Hero, captain Hawler 
iflued a conftant, awful, heavy difcharge of artil- — 
lery. On board the laft of thefe fhips commodore 
Johnftone removed, foon after the beginning of 
the action, finding that the Romney, from her 
particular fituation, was likely to have no - 

fhare 
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fhare init: He was accompanied by general Mea- C HA P. 


dows, and captain Saltern. Captain Paifley, in, *1- 


the Jupiter, by working hard from the beginning 
of the bufinefs, had got a {pring upon his cable, 
by which means every fhot from his fhip took ef- 


_ feet. Even the Eaft India thips, recovering after 


a time from their furprife, materially affifted in 
the action. It was not long before the Artefien, 
that had anchored aftern of monfieur de Suf- 
frein, quitted her ftation, and went out to fea, 
carrying with her the Hinchinbroke Eaft India- 
man. She had alfo boarded the Fortitude; but 
her decks were quickly cleared of Frenchmen by 
the gallantry of captain Jenkinfon, of the ninety- 
eighth regiment, who, with his company, poured 
in upon them a conftant and well-direéted fire of 
mufquetry. They had afterwards the fatisfa@tion 


of taking out of the water, and faving two of the 


enemy, who in the conflict had been forced over- 
board, and could not regain their own fhip by 
fwimming. About three quarters of an hour af- 
ter the commencement of the action, the French 
commodore, finding his fituation too hot to be 
Jonger endured, cut his cable and followed the 
Artefian. The Annibal, the only remaining 
French fhip, was now left as a mark to be fired 
at by every Britifh fhip that could bring her guns 
to bear upon her, and in a fhort time was reduced 


_ toan apparent wreck. Such a picture of diftrefs, 


it is faid, was fcarcely ever feen, Having re- 
mained in this fituation for near a quarter of an 
hour, her cable was either cut or thot away, 
when the fhip turning round on her heel, drifted 
out to fea before the wind, her matt tottering, 
her yards hanging different ways, and her fails in 
rags. As the paffed along, her mizen-maft firft, 
and afterwards her main-maft, fore-maft, and 

part 
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CHAP. part of her bowfprit, in fucceflion fell into the 
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fea. After fhe got clear of the Britifh fhips, 
fome of her companions took her in tow, and, to 
the furprife of every one, the Annibal, notwith- 
ftanding her difabled fituation, had the good for-. 
tune to efcape. The commodore, after fummon- 
ing by fignals all his captains, and receiving from 
them areport of the ftate of their thips, ordered 


_a purfuit; and, in the Romney, was the firft 


that got out of the bay. He was followed in fuc- 
ceflion by the reft of his fquadron, except the Ifis, 
captain Sutton, who being employed in re- 
pairing his damages, did not obey his fignal for 
near three hours, although it was enforced by the 
repeated firing of guns. It is to be remarked, 
that although the Ifis, lying near the mouth of 
the bay, had very little fhare in the action, fhe 
had fuftained fome damage from the fire of the 
French fhips as they pafled and repaffed her. 
The Ifis having at laft come out, the purfuit was 
continued ; but fo much time had been already 
wafted in waiting for her, that before the com- 
modore could come near the French fquadron the 
fun had fet, and the wind become boifterous. If 
he difcontinued the purfuit, the probability was, 
that monfieur de Suffrein would reach the Cape 
before him: If he continued it, and engaged as 
foon as he came up, an action in the night was 
liable to fo much uncertainty as fcarcely to be re- 
concilable with the main object of the expedition : 
On the other hand, if he purfued, but deferred 
the engagement until the morning, he would in 
the mean time be led fo far to leeward after the 
French fhips, which were running before the wind 
with all their fails fet, that it would be impoflible 
for him afterwards to beat to windward and rejoin 
his convoy, whereby the expedition would be at 


once 
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once fruitrated, and a valuable convoy left unpro- C H A P. 
tected. A fituation prefenting fo many difficulties “a 
mu{t have been a trying one to any commander, 178 
but efpecially to one of the commodore’s impati- 
ence and irafcibility. However, after confidering 
the matter in every point of view, he determined 
to follow that courfe which feemed moft confiftent 
with the nature of his in{ftructions. ‘This was, to” 
rejoin his convoy without delay; which he ef- 
fected with fome difficulty, after plying to wind- 
ward for feveral days. The Hinchinbroke Eat 
Indiamen was retaken the day after the engage- 
ment, with twenty-five Frenchmen on board ; 
and the Infernal ‘fire-fhip, which had been alfo 
carried off by the enemy, was abandoned by them 
in the night, and, after fome days, reached Port 
Praya Bay in fafety: So that monfieur de Suffrein 
retained no trophy to confole him for his repulfe. 
The lofs of men in this engagement was not fo 
great as might have. been expected, confidering 
the clofenefs of the action, the fmoothnefs of the 
water, and the crowded fituation of the fhips. It 
amounted to forty-three killed, and one hundred 
and thirty-four wounded, including officers, and 
was fo equally divided, that almoft every fhip in 

_ the fquadron and convoy bore a part. Some of 
the fhips having been difabled, particularly the 
Hinchinbroke Eaft Indiaman, they were refitted 
with all poflible difpatch ; and on the fecond of 
May the whole fquadron failed from Port Praya 
Bay. 

As it was much to be feared that monfieur de 
Suffrein would reach the Cape before the Britifh 
fquadron, which might render an attempt upon 
it not only extremely hazardous, but perhaps al- 
together impracticable, the commodore, on the 
twelfth of june, difpatched four of his fmaller 
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judging his diftance from it by the depth of water. CHA P. 
So ably was this enterprife conduéted, that the L- 


Britifh {quadron, arriving off the mouth of the 
bay in the night, entered it with fo much rapi- 
dity, the commodore in the Romney leading the 


way, that although the Dutch fhips were run a- Commo- 


fhore, and fet on fire by their crews, as foon as 
they difcovered an enemy’s {quadron, the boats of 
the Britith fleet neverthelefs arrived in time to ex 


dleburgh, on board of which the fire raged fo 
violently that it was impoffible to fave her. It 
was now neceilary to tow the burning fhip to a 
diftance from the reft; a work which was under- 
taken with alacrity, and performed with fuccefs, 
although with imminent danger, as fhe blew up 
with a violent explofion in ten minutes after the 
boats quitted her. The other prizes were got 
afloat the fame evening. Both the French and 
Britith commanders had fecondary objeéts to 
which their inftru@ions extended, befides what 
related to the Cape of Good Hope. Monfieur 
de Suffrein, after providing for the fecurity of 
the Cape, was to proceed with his fquadron to 
the Eaft Indies: And the inftruétions to the Bri- 
tifh commanders imported, that after either the 
fuccefs or failure of the expedition again{t the 
Cape, a certain number Of the fhips fhould be fent 
to the Eaft Indies, to reinforce fir Edward 
Hughes ; and in cafe of failure, part of the troops 
was alfo to be fent, and the remainder to proceed 
to the leeward iflands in the Weft Indies. But 
the intelligence received by the Dutch prize of 
the invafion of the Carnatic by Hyder Ally, and 
of the cutting off of a {trong detachment of Britifh 
troops under colonel Baillie, determined the Bri- 
tifh. commanders to deviate from their inftruétions, 
La and 
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tinguith the flames in all of them, except the Mid- men. 
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CHAP. and inftead of dividing the land force, to fend the 

Xt. _whole to the Eaft Indies, to replace the lofs of 

i781, colonel Raillie’s detachment. Accordingly, the 

‘The Brith Dutch prizes, after being fitted for fea, were dil- 

aoe patched without a convoy to St. Helena; and the 

Me, commodore having accompanied the detachment 

“dows fails of fhips bound to India with his whole force to 

or the Eaft , 

Indies, the fourth degree of longitude beyond the Cape, 
there feparated from it, and, with the Romney 
and frigates, returned to St. Helena to join his 
prizes, and conduct them to England. In their 
way thither they were feparated by a ftorm; and 
two of the prizes were unfortunately loft. 

In a former part of this work we have already 
feen that in the firft year of the war with the 
French, the power of that nation in India was al- 
moft annihilated. After the taking of Pondicher- 
ry, the iflands of Eourbon and Mauritius, with 
the port of Mahie, on the continent of Afia, 
were nearly all the poffeflions that remained to_ 
them in that quarter of the world. Neverthelefs 
they contrived to maintain their influence with 
the native powers, and at length, by means of 
their emiflaries, to excite a powerful combination 
amoneft them, which threatened deftruction to 
the Britith intereft. During the courfe of the 
former war, the Englifh Eaft India company had 
acquired fo ‘mmenfe an extent of territory, and 
feemed {till fo -defirous of grafping at more, 
that the native princes. were become jealous ‘of 
their greatnefs, and fecretly wifhed the deftruction 
of their power. Many of them had alfo private 
grounds of difguft, arifing from the rapacity arid 
unprincipled condud of feveral of that company’s 
fervants. From fome caufe of difference a war 
had broken out between the Englifh company and 
the Mahrattas, a fierce and warlike nation, and 

ene of the moft powerful in Hindoftan. The 
celebrated 
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celebrated Hyder Ally Cawn, regent of the My-C HAP. 


fore country, was at the fame time engaged ina 
war with the Mahrattas. But in confequence of 
the intrigues of French agents, means were found 
to fettle the differences between thefe two powers, 
and inftead of being enemies, to unite them as 
friends. Hyder agreéd to join the Mahrattas in 
the war: Powerful fuccours were promifed to be 
fent from the French iflands of Bourbon and 


XL. 
aN ed 
1781. 


Mauritius: And in the end a confederacy againf{t~ 


the Englith was entered into between the Mah- 
ratta ftates, Hyder Ally Cawn, the foubah of the 
Decan, and the rajah of Berar, to which moft of 
the lefler powers of Hindoftan were prevailed up- 
on to accede. Hyder’s country is feparated from 
the territories belonging to the India company by 
a chain of mountains called the Ghauts. From 
thefe mountains E¥yder, in the month of June 


1980, after making all neceflary preparations, 


defcended with an army of an hundred thoufand 
men, who fpread themfelves hke a torrent over 
the country below. For a confiderable time be- 
fore this invafion, intelligence had been repeated- 
ly conveyed from the frontiers to the prefidency 


of Madras. acquainting them with the holtile dif-. 
5 q g 


pofition manitelted by Hyder towards the Englith, 
and his preparations for entering the Carnatic. 
But that board treated with contempt all fuch in- 
timations, and had taken no fufficient meafures 
for the defence of the eltablifhment againft fuch 
an attack. Amongi{t other evils flowing from 
their fhameful indifference and inexculable negli- 
gence, this was not the leaft, that the company’s 


troops on the coaft of Coromandel had not been 


collected together, but were {uffered to remain 
{catrered about the country in different ditricts 
and garrifons; from whence it happened that when 
Hyder made his irruption, no fufficient army 

could 
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CHAP. could immediately be brought into the field to op- 
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,pofe him. When at laft the appearance of Hy- 


der’s horfe, in the neighbourhood of the Mount, 
convinced the prefidency of the truth of their 
previous intelligence, the troops in Madras and 
its neighbourhood were aflembled; and thefe, af- 
ter being joined by the troops from Pondicherry, 
under colonel Braithwaite, amounted only to fif- 
teen hundred Europeans, and four thoufand two 
hundred fepoys. With this force, and an artillery 
of forty-two field pieces, five cohorns, and four 
battering cannon, general fir Hector Monro 
marched from the Mount to Conjeveram, the 
largelt village in the Carnatic, fixty miles diftant 
from Madras, and thirty five from Arcot, then 
befieged by the enemy. ‘The march of fir Hector 
Monro to Conjeveram, as had been forefeen, 
obliged Hyder Ally to raife the fiege of Arcot; 
and this fervice being performed, the Britifh ge- 
néral determined to remain in his prefent fituation 
vfitil he fhould be joined by colonel Cofby, with 
adetachment of fifteen hundred fepoys, and fome 
cavalry, ‘then on his march from the Tanjore 
country, in the fouth, and by another detachment 
of ‘three thoufand men, including two companies 
of European infantry, and fixty European artille- 
ry-men, with ten field pieces, under colonel Bail- 
lie, coming from the Guntoor Circar in the 
notth. The progrefs-of the laft of thefe officer 
to the fouthward had been retarded, partly by the 
contradi€tory nature of the orders received during 
his tharch, proceeding from ‘the fluctuating and 
uncertain {tate of the Englifh councils at Madras, 
ad -partly by the overflowing of rivers in bis way. 
However, atJength he arrived at Perambaucum, 
avillage within fifteen miles of ‘the main army. 
Hyder Ally, by tveans of ‘his emiffaries, had ex- 
act intelligence of the colonel’s motions; and dif- 

TAN GO ge an ines patched 


AMERICAN WAR. 


patched his fon Tippoo Saib, with thirty. thoufand 
horfe, eight thoufand foot, and twelve pieces of 
artillery to attack them at Perambaucu m, and, if 
poflible, prevent his junction with fr Heétor Mon- 
ro.. Numerous as the troops co: mpofing this de- 
tachment were, compared with the fmall force 
under colonel Wales the latter, neverthelefs, 
with his ufual ga llantry, and with great flaughter, 
repulfed them in yarious fierce attacks, that lafted 
for feyeral hours. Still however the enemy ho- 
yered round him, with an apparent intention of 
renewing their attacks whenever there fhould be 
a favourable opportunity: And as their numbers 
feemed to increafe, colonel Baillie became doubt- 
ful whether he fhould be able to effect a junction, 

and acquainted the commander in chief with his 
apprehenfions. This intelligence reached fir Hec- 
tor Monro on the fixth of September, and, in the 
evening of the eighth, twelve hundred chofen 
men under colonel Fletcher were detached to rein- 
force colonel Baillie. ‘Thefe having moved with 
great expedition, arrived at Perambaucum at 
break of day of the ninth, and in the evening of 
that day the united detachments began their march 
towards Conjeveram. As foon as they were per- 
ceived to be in motion, the enemy brought fome 
guns to bear upon their left flank, ‘which did con- 
fiderable execution. Thefe guns captain Rumley, 

with a detachment, was ordered to ftorm; but 
being prevented from reaching them by an un- 
Pace water- courfe that intervened, he was 
obliged to return without effecting his purpofe. 
In confequence of the fire of the enemy, and this 
unfuccelsful movement, fome confufion and dif. 

order arofe among't the Bae which determined 
colonel Baillieto halt till the morning. In the 


mean ume Hyder Ally, who received minute in- 


dormation of every thing that pailed, determined 
{oO 
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fituation, and in the night decamped from the 
neighbourhood of Conjeveram, and marched 
with his army towards Perambaucum. At dawn 
in the morning colonel Baillie renewed his march, 
but had not proceeded far when he found himfelf 
environed on one fide by Tippoo Saib’s army, and 
on the other by that of his father. Tippoo had 
already begun to fire upon his left with eight pieces 
of cannon, and in a fhort time fixteen were open- 


ed upon his right from the army of Hyder Ally. ~ 


-The cannonade was brifkly returned by colonel 


Baillie, and the attacks of the irregular cavalry 
were fuccefsfully repulfed for an hour and a half, 
when, fome of the tumbrils unfortunately blow- 
ing up, the Britifh guns were filenced, partly from 
a fcarcity of ammunition, and partly from the 
number of artillery men that had fallen. ‘The 
enemy, obferving the confufion arifing from the 
blowing up of the tumbrils, now advanced nearer, 
and feeming in a particular manner to threaten co- 
lonel Baillie’s rear, he found it neceflary to detach 
for its {upport captain Ferrier’s company of Euro- 
pean grenadiers. This movement being made 
from the front towards the rear, the fepoys, who 
were unapprifed of the caufe, and probably con- 
ceived it to bea retreat, as foon as they faw the 
grenadiers in motion, began to follow in great 
diforder. The grenadiers halted: And every 
method was taken to reftore order, but in vain. 
The other fepoys, who lay under a heavy canno- 
nade, upon obferving the confufion and retreat of 
their companions, became fuddenly panic-ftruck, 
and, throwing down their arms, fled to a {mall 
coppice-wood atfome diftance. The Europeans 
immediately collecting, took poffeffion of a rifing 
ground, where they defended themfelves againit 
repeated attacks, whilft the enemy’s horfe made 

dreadful 


Ao RP Caan We oR ER, 


345 


dreadful havoc amongft the fepoys. It was hoped C : Be P. 
‘4 


that the main army, under fir Hector Monro, | 


might ftill come to their relief: And in the mean 
time fo bravely did this fmall body of men defend 
themfelves againft Hyder’s hoft, that although he 
advanced, both with his horfe and foot, within 
fifteen yards, he found it impoflible to break 
them, But at laft all hopes of fuccour being at 
an end, and many having already fallen, the Bri- 
tifh commander, knowing that it was impoflible 
for fuch a handful of men to maintain their ground 
much longer againft fuch a multitude, and willing 
to fave the few that remained, ftepped forward 


with a white handkerchief in his hand, and com- 


manded his men to ground their arms, and call for 
quarter. But this order was no fooner complied 
with, than the enemy rufhed upon them in the 
moft ferocious manner; and numbers were in- 
ftantly put to the fword. Nor would the carnage 
have ceafed, notwithftanding the furrender, but 
for the humane interpofition of two French offi- 
cers, Lally and Pimoran, who at laft prevailed 
upon the barbarian Hyder to fpare the gallant re- 
mains of the Britifh detachment. ‘The monfter 
gave orders to flop the further effufion of blood : 
But could the brave men, who were thus become 
his prifoners, have forefeen the unexampled mife- 
ties they were to endure in the dungeons of the 
tyrant, during a long captivity, they would have 


tue 


od 
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deemed immediate death a happy deliverance from ~ 


his more than favage brutality. 

Hyder, fearful of being attacked by the main 
army under fir Hector Monro, fuddenly retreated, 
after his victory, to a place called the Round 
Wells, where he had betore been encamped., In 
fact, when Hyder began his retreat, fir Hector 
Monro, with his army, was at no great diftance 
from him. ‘The cannonade that happened on the 

evening 
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CHAP. evening of the ninth of September, when the 
XL. united detachments under Baillie afd Fietcher 
g;, began their march, having been heard at Conje- 
veram, and reports being brought in, that Hy- 
der’s army, which had been encamped in the 
neighbourhood, was in motion, the Britifh gene- 
ral became apprehenfive for the fafety of the de- 
tachments, and took the refolution of moving 
that fame evening to their afliftance. Verbai or- 
ders to that effe@t, it is faid, were given; but 
unfortunately, from fome caufe or other, the 
march was delayed until the next morning. When 
day-light appeared, it was no longer to be doubted 
that Hyder had decamped; and the cannonade 
having been -heard to commence foon afterwards 
with redoubled fury, the general immediately 
gave orders for the army to be put in motion to- 
wards Perambaucum. From the miitake of the 
guide, the army was led by a circuitous route fe- 
veral miles too far to the right, by which fome 
time was loft. When at laft it arrived within 
two miles of the field of action, the firing was 
obferved fuddenly to ceafe; and foon afterwards 
fome wounded fepoys being brought in, that had 
- efcaped frdm the general carnage,related the nature 
and extent of the misfortune that had happened. 
Upon receiving this intelligence, the general im- 
mediately returned upon his fteps to Conjeveram ; 
and after the heavy cannon had been fpiked, and 
fuch of the baggage and flores dettroyed as could 
not be eafily moved, heretreated with the remains 
of his army toChingliput, and from thence, in afew 
days, to the Mount. At Chingliput, the army was 
joined by colonel Cofby and his detachment, who, 
although hehad.to march through a large extent of 
country, entirely over-run and poffefled by the.ene- 
my, hadthe good fortune to arrive in fafety,and pre- 
ferve his:cannon and baggage. By the rapidity of 
chis movements, he in fome meafure eluded the de- 
figns 
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figns of the enemy ; and whenever he was harafl- C (* 4 P. 
ed by their cavalry, the well-regulated difpofition 
of his march, with the good countenance preferv- 
ed by the aa seins and troops, prevented them 
from. making any ferious impreflion. 

By the retreat of the Britihh army to the gavages 
Mount, the whole country was laid open to be committed 
ravaged at pleafure by Hyder and his irregular eo aa 
hof. The dominions of the Eatt India company HyderAlly. 
on the coat of Coromandel, which of late were . 
fo extenfive, might now be id to be confined to 
Madras, and a few miles round it, and to fuch 
forts and garrifons fcattered about in different 
parts of the country as were flill occupied by the 
company’s troops. ‘lo reduce thefe, Hyder now 
direCted his attention. Arcot, the capital of the 
Nabob’s dominions, foon fell into his hands, the 
reduction of it being haftened by the treachery of 
fome of the Nabob’s principal fervants. Not 
long afterwards Carangooly and Gingee, with 
many other inferior pofts, were added to the lift 
of his conquefts. And the prefidency of Madras, 
of late fo full of fecurity, now dreaded all the 
horrors and mifertes attendant upon a fiege. 

They Jhad already applied to the governor-gene- 
raland fupreme council of Bengal for affiflance : 

And to the vigorous meafures adopted and profe- 
cuted by that board .muft in a great meafure be 
attributed the favourable change which not 
long afterwards took place in the company’s affairs 
on the coaft of Coromandel. General fir Eyre 
Coote, commander in chief in India, who was 


aes 


‘then at Calcutta, was requefted to take upon him- 


telf the.command of the army at Madras; and in 
order to.enablehim:to carry his plans into execu- 
tion, independently of the Madras prefidency, 
who feemed-defirous of thwarting all theameafures 
of the governor-general and commander im chief, 


he 
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CHAP. he was furnifhed with fifteen lacks of rupees, over 
XL. which fum that board (whofe difpofitions towards 
1781. the governor-general, and the majority in his 

council, were well enough known) were not to 
poftefs any controul. Sir Eyre Coote was alfo 
empowered to take a feat in the council of Ma- 
dras; and Mr. Whitehill, the prefident, was fuf- 
pended. ‘Thecommander in chief, although then 
fixty-three years of age, cheerfully confented to 
undertake the arduous charge thus committed to 
him, of endeavouring to reftore the profperity of 
the company’s affairs on the coaft of Coromandel, 
and of freeing that country from the ravages of 
whe com. Hyder Ally. He embarked without delay at Cal- 
mandof the cutta, with three hundred Europeans in battalion, 
ar ae upwards of two hundred artillery men, five hun- 
prefidency dred lafcars, fome pieces of cannon, and a large 
of Madras fupply of provifions; whilft ten battalions of fe- 
to fir Eyre poys, with twenty pieces of cannon, were under 
Coote. orders to march by land from Bengal to the Car- 
natic. In{truétions were alfo fent to general God- 
dard, who commanded the army acting againft 
the Mahrattas, to fend by fea to Madras as many 
troops as he could fpare. Sir Edward Hughes 
was folicited to block up Hyder’s fea-ports on the 
Malabar coaft, and prevent him from receiving 
fupplies from the iflands of Bourbon and Mauri- 
tius; and the government of Bombay received 
orders to make a diverfion on the fame coaft in 
favour of the war carrying on in the Carnatic, and 
thus alarm Hyder for the fafety of his own domi- 
-nions. 

Sir Eyre Coote arrived at Madras on the fifth of 
November, and after furmounting many difficul- 
ties and obftacles, which either from the incapa- 
city of the prefidency had not been forefeen, or 
from their negligence, were not provided for, 
took the field in the beginning of the year’ 1781, 

with 
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witha {mall but well-appointed army, and an ex-C HA P. 
cellent train of artillery The fieges of Vellore, | L. 
Wandewafh, Parmacoil, and Chingliput, then 1781. 
blocked up by Hyder, were immediately raifed ; 

and he, with his whole force, retired toa guarded 
diftance. From this moment the company’s affairs 

on the coaft began to wear a more favourable af- 
pect: Some of the forts that had been furprifed 
were in a fhort time retaken: Hyder’s ravages 
were neceflarily confined within narrower limits 

in confequence of the caution with which he 
avoided an engagement: And by the Britith com- 
mander’s taking the field, the credit of the com- 
pany’s arms, which had been at a low ebb ever 
fince the defeat of colonel Baillie, was reftored, 

and the difaffeGiion of the natives, which had be- 

gun to be general, wasina great meature reprefl- 

ed. In the courfe of the year fir Eyre Coote 
found means to worft Hyder in feveral battles; 

and although the Jatter ftill maintained his ground 

in part of the Carnatic, a large extent of country, 
which had been over-run, was recovered and freed 
from his ravages. 

Sir Edward Hughes performed the fervices ex- Operations 
petted of him: Hyder’s ports on the Malabar Aarne 
coalt were not only blocked up, but his fhipping india, 
deftroyed at Calicut and Mangalore, two of his 
principal arfenals, and two of his principal arfe- 
nals, and his hopes of becoming a maritime pow- 
er thus nipped in the bud. ‘Lowards the clofe of 
this year alfo, the Dutch fort of Negapatam, in 
the Tanjore country, the garrifon of which had 
been reinforced by two thoufand three hundred of 
Hyder’s troops, was taken by a joint operation of 
the fquadron under fir Edward Hughes, and a 
land force under fir Hector Monro, which the 
commander in chief was enabled to fpare, after 
the favourable change that had taken place in the 

Carnatic. 
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CHAP. Carnatic. The immediate confequence ‘of the: 
XL. fall of Negapatam was the evacuation of all the 
1781, forts and {trong places poffefled by Hyder’s troops 

in the Tanjore country and its borders. Such 
were the effects of the vigorous meafures adopted 
by the governor-generai and fupreme council of 
Bengal for the relief and afliftance of the Madras 
government ; and fuch the fucceffes that attended 
the company’s troops under the aufpices of their 
veteran commander fir Fyre Coote*. 


* For a more full and particular account of the military and 
naval operations in India, at this period, fee Memoirs of the 
late War (1778—84) in Afia: With a Narrative of the Im- 
prifonment and Sofferings of our Officers and Soldiers, by an 
Officer of Colonel Baillie’s Detachment. 
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Disaffection to Great Britain of the Southern Colonies 
—The Britifh Army under Lord Cornwallis joined 
by a large Reinforcement under General Leflie— 
AGtion at the Cowpens, between General Morgan 
and Colonel Tarleton—Colonel Tarleton defeated— 
Confegquences of Colonel Tarleton’s Defeat—T he ar- 
my under Lord Cornwallis croffes the River Ca- 
tawba—Lord Cornwallis, joined by the other Di- 
vifion of the Army under Colonel Webjter, purfues 
General Morgan—A Function formed between the 
two Divifions of the American Army—General 
Green driven out of North Carolina—Th: Royal 
Standard eretted at Hillfboreugh---General Greene, 
again croffing the Dan, re-enters North Carolina.-- 
Lord Cornwallis falls back from Eiilifborough, and 
takes a new Pofition---Effects of this retrograde 
Movement---Action near Guildford between Lord 
Cornwallis and General Greene. 


* 7 E mutt now return to North America, the cH A P. 
erand theatre of the war, where it firft XLI. 
began, and where the events of the prefent year —~—~ 
were. of fuch momentous importance as to pro- ‘7°" 
‘duce-a total change in the future conduct of it, 
and in effect to place within the grafp of the re- 
volted colonies that independence and fovereignty 
for which they had been fo long contending. 
From the beginning of the year :779 ‘the princi- 
pal efforts of the Britifh arms were directed againft 
the fouthern ‘colonies, not only as they were 
deemed the eafielt to be: reduced, but ‘as, from 

the 
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CHAP. the nature of their produdions, they were the 
XLT. moft valuable to the mother-country. Georgia 
was accordingly recovered in the year 1779, and 
the province of South Carolina reduced in the 
year 1780. For fome months after the taking of 
Charleftown, the capital of South Carolina, there 
was in that province the brighteft profpedt of re- 
turning peace and tranquility. But too foon the 
fky became overcaft ; and it was perceived in the 
fouthern as it had been already experienced in 
fome of the northern colonies, that the inhabitants 
after their fubmiffion, and even whilft-the Britifh 
troops remained amongit them, did not perform 
the duties of their allegiance without reluctance, 
and when left to themfelves, quickly reverted to 
their old courfes, and joined the ftandard of re- 
Difafeai- volt. In the tranfactions of laft year we have 
on to Great endeavoured to aflign fome motives for this ver- 
ritain 0. arava ° ° 
the fouh- fatility of conduct amongft the inhabitants of 
ern colo- South Carolina; but to whatever caufe their 
BICs, ° ° e ° 
difaffetion was owing, it gave much trouble to 
earl Cornwallis, and greatly retarded his opera- 
tions. The efficient army for diftant fervice was 
fo much weakened by the large detachments left 
behind for overawing the inhabitants, that a fingle 
misfortune was fometimes fufficient to render an 
expedition abortive. In the fall of the preceding 
year the lofs of major Fergufon’s detachment 
obliged lord Cornwallis to return from his nor- 
thern expedition and fall back to Wynnefborough 
in South-Carolina. Still, however, the projected 
movement into North Carolina was deemed fo 
The Bri efiential, that he only waited for a reinforcement ~ 
tih army to renewit. ‘Che expected reinforcement arrived 
under lord : 
Cornwal- at Charleftown on the thirteenth of December. 
lis joined It confifted of a large detacliment of troops under 
hace general Leflie, who, upon landing, received lord 
ment under Cornwallis’s orders to march without delay, and 


general 


Lefie. join 
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join him with about fifteen hundred men. The CH AP. 
general accordingly, after waiting fome few days  */41. 

to procure horfes and waggons, began his march 
on the nineteenth of December. 

In the mean time general Greene, who had 
fucceeded Gates in the command of the Ameri- 
can army, finding it difficult to procure a fufficient 
fupply of provifions in the neighbourhood of 
Charlotte, as that country had been alteady ex- 
haufted ; and being fenfible that his prefent force 
was too weak fo attempt any direct operation 
again{ft lord Cornwallis ; refolved to divide it, and 
by defultory incurfions in different, and nearly 
oppofite quarters, to alarm and harafs the Britith 
out-pofts on the frontiers of South Carolina. By 
fuch means his troops would be kept in ation, 
and, traverfing different parts of the counery, 
would not only be more eafily fupplied with pro- 
vifions, but might in their progrefs infufe fome 
fpirit into the mifitia, without whofe affiftance 
and co-operation he faw that he could do nothing 
effectual. Accordingly the light troops, confift- 
ing of three hundred infantry, under colonel 
Howard, one hundred and feventy rifle-men, 
under major Triplet, and feventy light dragoons, 
under lieutenant-colonel Wafhington, were put 
under the command of general Morgan, who was 
dire€ted to proceed by the heads of the rivers to 
the weftern frontiers of South Carolina, and 
threaten the Britifh poft at Ninety-fix ; whilft the 
reft of the army under general. Greene fhould 
march to the Pedee, and alarm the country in 
front of Camden. 

Towards the end of December earl Cornwallis 
received information of the divifiom of the Ame- 
rican army, and foon afterwards an account of 
the movements of general Morgan, who had 
pafled both the Catawba and Broad River, and 
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was faid to -be rapidly advancing to Ninety-fix. 
Upon receipt of -this intelligence, lieutenant-colo- 
nel Tarleton was detached with the hght and le- 
gion infantry, the fufileers, or feventh regiment, 
the firft battalion of the feventy-firft regiment, 
about three hundred and fifty cavalry, two field- 
pieces, and an adequate detachment of the/ royal 
artillery, in all about one thoufand men. He ie- 
ceived orders to pafs Broad River for the protecti- 
on of Ninety fix, and either to {trike at Morgan, 
and pufh him to the utmoft, or at leaft oblige him 
to leave the country. Morgan, in his march, had 
collected about four or five hundred militia, and 
upon his approach to the diftri@ of Ninety-fix, 
was joined by two hundred more, who had fied 
from the frontiers of Georgia when Auguita was 
‘taken pofleflion of by the Britifh troops. Thus 
the two detachments were nearly equal in point 
of numbers, but in cavalry, and in the general 


quality of the troops, Tarleton was greatly fupe- 
rior*. 


The 


* Dr. Ramfay, in his Hiftory of the Revolution of South 


* Carolina, charges the Britith with feizing the property of the 


Americans ; and their commiffaries and quarter-matters with 
taking. provifions. and all other things wanted by the army, 
wherever they could be found, charging them, at the fame time, 
to the Britith government. ‘That peculation was ‘carried on in 
fome departments of the Britifh army, and that many individuals 
made large fortunes in this way, cannot be denied. But this 
never took place, in apy great extent, in the fouthern army. 
And the writer of this, who was commiffary to the army ander 
Jord Cornwallis, takes the prefent occafion of repelling the ca- 
lumnies of Dr. Ramfay, as far as they may rélate to himfelf, and. 
appealing for the innocence and propriety of his condué to many 
“individuals now hving in Carolma, as well as.to the gentlemen 
of the army in which he ferved. The commiflary, during the 
time when he was at the Congarces, employed in colle@ing pro- 
vifions, and fettling refugee families on the deferted plantations 
ef the Agspricans, without being fupported by any troops, or co- 
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The Britith army now proceeded to thé north- CHAP. 


welt, between Broad River and the Catawba. This 
route, leading to the back country, was chofen, 
that the army might the more eafily be enabled to 
pals the great rivers in its way at the fords near 
their fource : It alfo afforded a profpe&t of cutting 
off Morgan’s retreat, if he fhould elude Tarleton, 
or at leaft of preventing his jun@ion with the ar- 
my under general Greene: Nor was the Britifh gen 
neral without hopes, that by following this courfe 
he might get between Greene’s army and Virginia, 
and force him to an aétion before he was joined 
by his expected reinforcements. The detachment 
under general Leflie, which had been purpofely 
halted at Camden, until lord Cornwallis thould be 
ready to ntarch from Wynnefborough, the longer 
to conceal from the American general the road 
which the Britith army meant to take, now re- 
ceived orders to move up the banks of the Cataw- 
ba, and join the main army on its march. The 
march both of lord Cornwallis and general Leflie; 
encumbered as they were with bageage and artil- 
lery, was greatly retarded by the {welling of creeks 
and water-courfes. Thefe obftacles Tarleton alfo 
experienced; but having the command of light 
troops, he more eafily furmounted them, and pro- 


bably overtook Morgan fomething fooner than 
was expected. 


yering party, furnifled fupplies to the army at Wynnefborough 
and Camden, each poft being about forty miles from the Conga- 
rees. He had feveral mills to attend and feed daily, fome of 
Which lay fix miles apart. The number of perfons employed by 
the commiffary in this fervice was about one hundred and twenty 
negroes, one ferjeant of the 7t{t regiment; one cooper, and 
four infpeGtors or overfeers. When the campaign opened in Ja- 
nuary 1781, there was about fifty thoufand weight of meal pack+ 
ed and ready for ufe. The whole expence, as charged by the 
commiffary to government for this fetvice, guides, expreffes, 
collecting, fhelling, grinding, packing, wages, &c: did not 
amount to one hundred pounds fterling. 
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The latter, after retreating over the Pacolet, 
made a thew of difputing ‘Varleton’s paflage by 
guarding the fords. ‘Tarleton however, on the 
fixth of January, found means to pafs over his 
detachment within fix miles of the enemy’s en- 
campment; and Morgan was obliged to make a 
precipitate retreat, leaving in his camp the provi- 
fions that were drefling for his troops half cooked. 
‘Tarleton advanced and took pofleflion of the 
ground that had been left by the enemy only a 
few hours before. | 

At three in the morning the march of the Bri- 
tifh hght troops was. ref{umed’in purfuit of general 
Morgan; the baggage being left under a guard 
compofed of a detachment from each corps, with 
orders not to move till daylight appeared. ‘Tarle- 
ton, after a fatiguing march through fwamps and 
broken grounds, at length came in fight of the 
enemy about eight in the morning: Two of their 
videttes were foon afterwards taken; and from 
them. information was received that the Americans 
had halted, and were forming at a place called the 
Cowpens. 

General Morgan, finding himfelf hard prefled 
by the Britifh troops, had refolved to hazard an 
aétion rather than be overtaken in the ford of the 
river. With this view he drew up his force in two 
lines, the militia under colonel Pickens forming 
the firft line, and the continentals, under colonel 
Howard, with the Virginia rifle-men, the fecond. 
Wafhington’s dragoons, with fome mounted mili- 
tia, were drawn up at fome diftance in the rear, 
as a corps of referve. ‘The ground which he oc- 
cupied'does not appear to have been weil: chofen : 
It was ah open wood, and confequently liable to. 
be penetrated by the Britifh cavalry: Both his 
flanks were expofed; and the river, at no great 


diftance, ran parallel to his rear. . In fucha fitua- 


tion 


» 
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tion he gave a manifelt advantage to an enemy CH AP. 
with a fuperior body of cavalry ; and in cafe of i 
a defeat, the deftruétion of his whole detach- ,,,, 
ment was inevitable. 
 Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton; upon receiving the 
intelligence communicated by the videttes, refolv- 
ed, without lofs of time; to make an attack upon 
the Americans. Advancing within two hundred 
and fifty yards of their firit line, he made a hafty 
difpofition of his force The light and legion in- Aor 
fantry, and the feventh regiment, were ordered: pens be- 
to form in line; a captain, with fifty dragoons, twos | 
being attached to each of their flanks; and the gan and co- 
firft battalion of thé feventy-firfl regiment, and ‘onelTarle- 
the reft of the cavalry, wére directed to form ag a 
a referve, and wait for orders. ‘Tits difpofition 
being fettled, Tatleton, relying on the valour of 
his troops, impatient of delay, ahd too confident 
of faccefs, led on im péerfon the firft line to the. 
attack, even béforé it was fully formed, and whilft 
major Newmarfh, who corimanded the feventhi 
regiment, was potting his officers: Neither had 
the referve yet reached the ground which it was 
to occupy. ‘The fitft line of the Americans being 
compofed of militia, did not long withftand the 
charge of the Britifh regulars : It gave way in all 
quarters, and was purfued to the continentals. 
The latter, undifmayed by the retreat of the mi- 
litia, maintained their ground with great bravery ; 
and the confli&t between them and the Britith 
troops was obftinate and bloody. Captain Ogil- 
vie, with his troop of dragoons on the right of 
the Britifh line, was direted to charge the left 
flank of the enemy. He cut his way through their 
line; but being expofed to a heavy fire, and, at 
the famie time, charged by the whole of Wath- 
ington’s cavalry, was compelled to retreat in con- 
fufions Fhe Britifhy refervé now received orders 
to 
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CHAP. to move forward; and as foon as the line felt the 
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advance of the feventy firft regiment, the whole 
again moved on. ‘Ihe continentals, no longer 
able to ftand the fhock, were forced to give way. 
This was the critical moment of the action, which 
might have been improved fo as to fecure to the 
Britifh troops a complete victory. An order, it 
is faid, was difpatched to the cavalry to charge 
the enemy when in confufion ; but if fuch an or- 
der was delivered, it was not obeyed; and the 
infantry, enfeebled by the fatiguing march in the 
morning, through {wamps and broken grounds, 
and by their fubfequent exertions in the action, 
were unable to come up with the flying enemy. 
The critical moment loft on the one fide was 
eagerly feized on the other. The American com- 
mander, finding that the Britifh cavalry did not 
purfue, gave orders to Wathington to cover with 
his dragoons the rear of the broken provincials, 
whilft he exerted himfelf to rally them. His en- 
deavours fucceeded: The continentals were ralli- 
ed and formed, and now in their turn charged the 
affailants. In diforder from the purfuit, and un- 
fupported by the cavalry, fuch of the Britith in- 
fantry as were fartheft advanced, receiving this 
unexpected charge, fell back in confufion, and 
communicated a panic to others, which foon be- 
came general, Washington charged with his ca- 
valry ; and a total rout enfued. ‘The militia who 
had fled, feeing the fortune of the day changed, 
returned and joined in the purfuit. The Britith 
infantry were foon overtaken, as the fame caufes 
which retarded them in the purfuit, now 
impeded their flight; and almoft the whole were 
either killed or taken prifoners. ‘lhe two field- 
pieces were alfo taken, but nor till the whole of 
the artillery-men attached to them were either 
killed or wounded. It was in vain that ‘Tarleton 
endeavoured to bring his legion cavalry to charge 

and 
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and check the progrefs of the enemy : They ftill ghee 


ftood aloof, and at length fled ina body through 
the woods, leaving their commander behind, 
Fourteen wihiccey: however, remained with him, 
and about forty men of the feventeenth dragoons: 
At the head of thefe he made a defperate charge 
on the whole of Wathington’s cavalry, and drove 
them back upon the continentals. But no partial 
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Colonel 
Tarleton 
defeated. 


advantage, however brilliant, could now retrieve’ 


the foubuine of the day: All was 4lready loft ; and 
‘Varleton, feeing nothing farther to be done, re- 
treated with this {mall but brave and faithful band 
of adherents, to Hamilton’s Ford, upon Broad 
River, in rey way to the main army under lord 


Gounralls. then at Turkey Creek, about twenty- 


five m'les from the field of aGtion. The only bo- 
dy of arleton’s infantry that efcaped was the 


guard left with the baggage, which had not reach- 


ed the Cowpens at the time of the action: Early 
intelligence of the defeat being conveyed to the 
officer who commanded it, by fome friendly Ame- 
ricans, he immediately deftroyed whatever part 
of (hie baggage could not be carried off, and 
mounting his men on the waggon and’ {pare 
horfes, perrbated to the main army weber ted. 
Few of the legion cavairy were mifling: One di- 
vifion of them arrived the fame evening in the. 
neighbourhood of the Britith encampment, with 


the news of their defeat, and another under ~ 


Tarleton, who in his way had been jotned by 
fome ftragglers, appeared the next morning. The 

whole lols vf the Britith troops, in’ rhis unfortu- 
nate affair, amounted to at Jeaft fix hundred men; 
and of them near one half was either killed or 
wounded. ‘the lofs of the Americans, accord- 
ing to their report of it, was fo finall as fcarcely 
to deferve credit, It amounted to twelve killed, 
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and fixty. wounded. © Ljuring the whole period of 
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the war no other action reflected fo much difho- 
nour upon the Britifharms. he Britith were fu- 
perior in numbers. Morgan had only five hun- 


dred and forty continentals, the reft militia. 


Tarleton’s force compofed the light troops of lord 
Cornwallis’s army. Every difafter that befel 
lord Cornwallis, after Tarleton’s moft fhameful 
defeat at the Cowpens, may moft juftly be attri- 


buted to the imprudence and unfoldierly conduct 


of that officer in the adtion. It was afked, why 
he did not cenfult majors M‘Arthur and ‘New- 


marth, officers of experience and reputation, who 


had been in fervice before Tarleton was born? 
Colonel Tarleton, in his Hiftory of the Southern 


Campaigns in America, admits that the ground 


en which Morgan formed had been defcribed with 
great per!picuity to him. He alfo admiis, that he 
had obtained a very accurate knowledge of Mor- 
gan’s fituation, and of the ground on which Mor- 
gan had drawn up his army. That there was 
every profpect of fuccefs from the animation and 
alacrity of his troops; that his troops moved in 
a good line ; that his fire was well fupported, and 
produced much flaughter; that the continentals 


and back woodf{men gave ground, andthe Britith 


rufhed forward; that the ground which Morgan 
had chofen was. difadvantageous for the Ameri- 
cans, and as proper a fituation for aétion as colo- 
nel Tarleton could have wifhed: Under all thefe 
advantages in favour of ‘Tarleton, and difadvanta- 


-gesagainft Morgan, Tarleton is completely defeat- 


ed and totally routed. Is it poffible for the mind 
to form any other conclufion, than that there was 
a radical defect, and a want of military know- 
ledge on the part of colonel Varleton? That he 
poflefies perfonal bravery inferior to no. man, is 
beyond a doubt; but his talents at the period we 
are Ipeaking. of never exceeded that of a partizan 
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captain of light dragoons, daring in fkirmifhes. C HA P. 


He could defeat an enemy in detail, by continually 
haratling, and cutting off detached parties. 

The defeat of his majelty’s troops at the Cow- 
pens formed a very principal link in the chain of 
circumftances which led to the independence of 
America. Colonel Tarleton acquired power 
without any extraordinary. degree of merit, 
and upon moft occafions exercifed it without dif- 
cretion. 

Nothing could be more unexpected by lord 
Cornwallis, than the news of Tarleton’s difcomfi- 
ture. If he judged from the events: of former 
actions, where the numbers were not fo equally 
balanced, and the difproportion much more in 
favour of the Americans, he had reafon to look 
for a victory inftead of defeat. The difappoint- 
ment was galling; and the lofs of credit caft a 
fhade over the commencement of the expedition. 


he 
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But another confequence of the defeat was of a Confequen- 


{till more ferious nature: The lofs of the light 


ces of colo- 
nel Tarle- 


troops, at all times neceflary toan army, but on a ton’sdefeat. 


march through a woedy and thinly fettled coun- 
try, almoft indifpenfable, was not to be re- 
paired. 

Deeply as his lordfhip was affeted with the 
weight of this misfortune, and greatly as he faw 
his difficulties increafed by it, he neverthelefs re- 
folved to profecute the original plan of the expe- 
dition into North Carolina, as the only means of 
maintaining the Brith intereft in the fouthern 
colonies. ‘The reinforcement under general Leflic 
not having yet come up, the eighteenth of Janu- 
ary was fpent in forming a junction with it; and 
on the nineteenth the army refumed its march. 


_ Some hopes were entertained that Morgan, in- 


cumbered as he was with prifoners, might {till be 
overtaken between Broad River and the Catawba. 
oe he But 
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CHAP. But that adiive partizan, fenfible of his danger, 
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quitted the Cowpens immediately after the action, 

and proceeding to the upper fords on Broad 
River, paffed it with his detachment and the pri- 
foners. The wounded,:who were unable to tra- 
vel, were left behind under the protection of a flag 
of truce. From Broad River Morgan directed 
his courfe to the Catawba, and moved with fo 
much celerity that he reached it before the Britifh 
army. Yet, fo clofely had he been purfued, that 
the advance of the Britith troops arrived at the 
banks of that river in the evening of the twenty- 
ninth of January, only two hours after the lait of 
Morgan’s corps had croffed. A heavy rain, that 
fell in the night, {welled the river fo much as to 
render it impaflable the next morning; and as it 
continued fo for two days, Morgan had time to 
make an arrangement for difincumbering himfelf 
of the prifoners, and fending them off under an 
efcort of militia, by a different route from that 
which he propofed to take. Whiltt the prifoners 
proceeded, he, with his detachment remained on 
the north banks of the Catawba, and, by calling 
out the militia of the country to aflit him in 
guarding the fords, prepared to difpute the paf- 
fage of the Britifh army. 

Previoufly to the arrival of the Britifh troops on 
the banks of the Catawba, lord Cornwallis, con- 
fidering that the lofs of his light troops could only 
be remedied by the activity of the whole army, 
refolved to deftroy all the fuperfluous baggage 
By firft reducing the fize and quantity of his own, 


- he fet an example which was cheerfully followed 


by all the officers under his command, although 
by fo doing they fuftained a confiderable lofs. No 
waggons were referved except thofe loaded with 
hofpital ftores, falt, and ammunition, and four 
empty ones for the abenihinndanien of the fick o® 

wounded, 
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wounded*. And fuch was the ardour both of CHAP, 


ofhcers and foldiers, and their willingnefs to fub- 
mit to any hardfhip for the promotion of the fer- 
vice ; that this arrangement, which deprived them 
of all future profpe@ of f{pirituous liquors, and 
even hazarded a regular fupply of provifions, was 
acquiefced in without a murmur. 

In the mean time general Greene, upon receiv- 
ing information of lord Cornwallis’s march, and 
his rapid purfuit of Morgan, left his army upon 
the Pedee, under the command of general Huger 
znd colonel Williams, with orders’ to retreat 
by forced marches to the upper country, in order 
to form a junction with the light troops wherever 
it might be practicable, whilft he, with an efcort of 
dragoons, proceeded immediately to that corps, 
that he might be the better enabled to regulate its 
movements for facilitating the propofed junCtion. 
After travelling with great expedition, he arrived 
at Morgan’s camp on the laft. day of January. 

Inthe courte of two days, the river having 
fallen fo as to render it fordable, lord Cornwallis 
detetmined to attempt a paflage. ‘Lhat he might 
perplex the enemy, and draw off their attention 
from the real objeét, lieutenant-colonel Webtter, 
with one divifion of the army, was detached toa 
public ford called Beattie’s, with orders to can- 
nonade, and make a feint, as if he intended to 
force a paflage ; whilft lord Cornwallis, with the 
other divifion, marched to a private ford near 
M‘Cowan’s, where the paflage was in reality to 
be attempted. ‘The divifion under lord Corn. 
wallis marched from its encampment at one in the 
morning of the firft of February, and reached the 
ford about dawn. ‘The numerous fires feen on 


* The remainder of the waggons, baggage, and all the flore of 
bo ’ eb S 


the 


flow and rum, were deftroyed at Ramlour’s Mill. 
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CHAP. the oppofite fhore quickly convinced the Britith 

XLI commander that this ford, although a private 

one, had not efcaped the vigilance of the enemy. 

General Davidfon, with three hundred militia, 

had been fent to guard it only the evening before. 

a army Weverthelefs lord Cornwallis determined to pro- 
under lord 4 

Cormwaiis ceed 3 and the paflage was gallantly and fuccefs- 

sb aly fully effected by the brigade of guards under ge- 

tawia, eral O’Hara. Plunging into the rapid ftream, 

in many places reaching above their middie, and 

near five hundred yards wide, they marched on 

with the utmoft fteadinefs and compoiure; and 

although expofed to the fire of the enemy, re- 

ferved their own, according to their orders, unt! 

they reached the oppofite bank. ‘he paflage or 

the river was made in the following order: ihe 

light infantry of the guards, led by colonel Fa’, 

firft entered the water: They were followed by the 

grenadiers, and the grenadiers by the battaii ns, 

the men marching in platoons to fupport one 

another againft the rapidity of the ftream. When 

the light-infantry had nearly reached the middie 

of the river they were challenged by one of the 

enemy’s centinels. ‘The centinel, having chal- 

lenged thrice, and received no aniwer, immedi- 

ately gave the alarm by difcharging his mufquet ; 

‘ and the enemy’s piquets were turned out. No 

fooner did the guide, who attended the light in- 

fantry to fhew them the ford, hear the report of 

the centinel’s mufquet, than he turned round and 

left them. This, which at firft feemed to portend 

much mifchief, in the end proved a fortunate in- 

cident. Colonel Hall, being forfaken by his 

guide, and not knowing the true direction of the 

ford, led the column direétly acrofs the river, to 

> the neareft part of the oppofite bank. ‘Uhis di- 

rection, as it afterwards appeared, carried the — 

Britith troops confiderably above the place where _ 
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the ford terminated on the other fide, and where C vee P. 


the enemy’s piquets were pofted; fo that when 
they delivered their fire, the light-infantry were 
already fo far advanced as to be out of the line 
of its direction, and it took place angularly upon 
the rear of the grenadiers, fo as to produce no 
great effect. When general Davidfon perceived 
the direction of the Britifh column, he led his 
men to that part of the bank which faced it. But 
by the time of his arrival the light-infantry had 
overcome all their difficulties: They were getting 
out of the water and forming, and fo foon as they 
had formed, quickly rotired and difperfed general 
Davidfon’s militia, killing or wounding about 
forty of them. General Davidfon was the laft of 
the enemy who.remained upon the bank, and in 


ee ed 
178. 


mounting his horfe to make his efcape, received a 


mortal wound. 

In effecting this difficult and dangerous paflage 
of the Catawba, in the face of the enemy, the 
whole lofs of the guards amounted only to forty, 
lieutenant-colonel Hall*, and three privates, being 
killed, and thirty-fix wounded}. The other 
troops which compofed lord Cornwallis’s divifion 
of the army followed the guards in fucceffion ; 


‘and, as foon as the whole had landed, lieutenant 


colane! T ‘arleton, with the cavalry, and the twenty- 
third regiment, was fent in purfuit of the militia. 


* Lieutenant-colonel Hall was killed in afcending the bank, 
after he had croffed the river, 


+ The following accidents happened to the harfes of the ge- 
neral officers in pafling the river :—Lord Cornwallis’s horfe was 
{hot in the water, but did not drop till he reached the fhore. 
General Leflie’s horfes were carried by the rapidity of the ftream 
fome diftance down the river, until his groom got upon a rock 
and held them. Brigadier O*Hara’s horfe rolled over with him 
inthe water: the brigadier, no doubt, was thoroughly wet from 
this accident, but received no other injury. 


Upon 
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Upon his match, reeiving intelligence that the 
place appoirited for their rendezvous was at Tar- 
1ant’s lLavern, about ten miles diftant, he left be- 
hind the twenty-third regiment, which took poft 
about five miles from Beattie’s Ford, and for the 
fake of difpatcli, proceeded with the cavalry only. 
About five hundred of the militia, from different 
fords, were affembled, when he reached the place 
of their rendezvous, and appeared not unpre- 
pared to receive him. ‘Tarleton, neverthelefs, 
refolved to attack them, and animating his men 
with a flinging recollection of the action at the 
Cowpens, made a furious charge upon the enemy, 
broke through: their centte, killed near fifty{ 
upon the fpet, and quickly difperfed the whole. 
‘The gallantry of the guards in pafling the broad 
river Catawba, in the face of the enemy, and the 
fubfequent rout and difperfion of the militia, firft 
atthe ford, and afterwards by Tarleton, at Tar- 
rant’s Tavern, made fuch an impreflion on the 
inhabitants, that although the country between the 
Catawba and the Yadkin was deemed the moft 
hoftile part of North Carolina, the army in its 
progrefs to the laft of thefe rivers met with no 
farther molefiation from the militia. 

General Greene had hoped, by guarding the 
fords with the light troops under Morgan, aflifted 


~ by the militia, to prevent lord Cornwallis from 


pafling, until the other divifion of the American 
army, under Huger and Williams, fhould have 
time to come up. But the Britifh general, by 


forcing a pafiage in the manner already related, 


quickly put an end to his hopes. The guards 
ftationed at the different fords were accordingly 


t This is Tarleton’s account, page 726 of his campaigns; 
but a Britifh officer, who rode over the ground not long after the 
action, relates, that he didnot fee ten dead bodies of the proyin- 
cialg in the whole. 

withdrawn ; 
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withdrawn; and the light troops under Morgan CHA P. 
began a precipitate retreat towards the Yadkin. ee 

The other divifion of the Britifh army, under 178t. 
colonel Webfter, paffed the Catawba at Beattie’s Lord Corn- 
Ford, in the courfe of the day, and at night joined eee 
lord Cornwallis’s divifion, about five miles from othe. divi- 
the ford, on the road to Salifbury. Early the a ees 
next morning the Britith troops marched in pur- colonel 
fuit of Morgan; but the celerity of his move- OLE ae 
ments baffled all their efforts. He reached ‘the haat Mor- 
trading ford on the Yadkin in the night between g- 
the fecond and third of February, and with the 
afliftance of all the boats and flats that could be 
collected, completed the paflage of his corps, with 
their baggage, by the following evening, except 
only a few waggons left under an efcort of rifle- 
men. ‘he rifle-men, after a flight refiftance, fled 
under cover of the night, and their waggons were 
of courfe taken. 

The American cavalry had paffed by the ford 
of the river’; buta heavy rain that fell during the 
day, rendered the river unfordable by the: next 
morning: ‘The fame rain, by {welling the creeks, 
and increafing the badnefs of the roads, had alfo 
retarded general O’Hara on his march; and thus 
Morgan’s detachment, from fortunate incidents, 
had another hairbreadth efeape. 


All the boats and flats having been fecured by 


Morgan on the other fide of the river, the river 


itfelf being unfordable, and continuing to rife, 
and the weather ftill appearing unfettled, lord 
Cornwallis determined to march up the weftern 
banks of the Yadkin, and pafs by the fhallow 


fords near its fource. All hopes of preventing 
the junction of the two divifions of the American 


army were now at an end; but ftill another objeét, 
not lefs effential, remained, which the new line of 
direction of the march was calculated to favour. 


This 
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CHA P.This was, to get between the American artny and 


ae Virginia, to which province it was obvious gene- 


£754, 


ral Greene meant to retreat, rather than ‘hazard 
an action with his prefent mumbers.. As mach, 
therefore, as it was the ‘intereft of general'Greene 
to fecure his retreat, and avoid‘ an action, fo much 
was it that of the Britifh comarander to intercept 
him, and compel it, beforé he was joined ‘by7his 
‘reinforcements. The lower fords, upon the river 
that feparates North Carolina from Virginia, were 
reprefented: to be impaffable in the winter feafon, 
andthe ferries to be fo diftant that a fufficiene 
number of flats could not be colleted to*tranf 
port the American army in any ‘convenient tinve. 
Lord Cornwallis, mifled by this information; di- 
reéted his march ‘to the upper fords upon the Dan, 
in order to intercept*Greene’s retreat, by the only 
route which at that feafon of the year was repre- 
fented to be practicable. boy ibe 


Ajundion ” In the mean time the two divifions of the Ame- 
formed be- yican. army formed a junétion at Guildford Court: 


tween the 
two divifi- 
ons of the 
American 
army. 


houfe. A council of war was held: And by 
their advice a retreat into Virginia, without ha- 
zarding an action, was finally refolved upon. | In 
order the more eafily to effect this, a light army 
was formed of the bef of the American troops, 
amounting inthe whole to about feven hundred 
men; who were directed to manceuvre in front of 
the Britifh line of march; whilft the reft of the 
army, with the baggage, proceeded by the neareft 
‘route to Boyd’s Ferry, on the Dan. Orders were 
fent forward to prepare every thing neceflary for 
facilitating: the paflage, whilft’ general Greene 
marched on with all poffible difpatch. - At laft he 
reached the Dan, and fo much had Jord Cornwal- 
lis been mifinformed as to the means of paffing. 
the river, that: the Americam, troops, both the 
main. and the light army, with their bapere? 
ea 
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itead of meeting with any difficulty or delay, were 
pafled over with eafe, at Boyd’s and Irwin’s Fer- 
ries, in the courfe of a fingle day, the fourteenth 
of February. Vhe light army, which was the laft 
in crofling, was fo clofely purfued, that fcarcely 
had its rear landed, when the Britifh advance ap- 
peared on the oppofite banks; and in the lat 
twenty-four hours it is faid to have marched forty 
miles. ‘The hardfhips fuffered. by the Britifh 
troops, for want of their tents and ufual baggage, 
in this long and rapid purfuit, through a wild and 
unfettled country, were uncommonly great; yet 
fuch was their ardour and fervice, that they fub- 
mitted to them without a murmur, from the hope 
of giving a decifive blow to the American army, 
before it croffed the Roanoke. And thatthe latter 
efcaped without fuffering any material injury, 
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feems more owing to a train of fortunate incidents, 


judicioufly improved by their commander, than to 
any want of enterprile or activity in the army that 
purfued. Yet the. operations of lord Cornwallis, 
during: the purfuit, would probably have been 
more efficacious, had not the unfortunate affair at 
the Cowpens deprived him of almoft the whole 
of his light troops. 


Lord Cornwallis having thus driven general The royal 


Greene out of the province of North Carolina, oe. 


returned by eafy marches from the banks of the Hinme- 
Dan to Hillfborough, where he erected the king’s Tough: 
ftandard, and invited by proclamation all loyal 
fubjects to repair to it, and take. an active part in 
aflifting him to reftore order and conttitutional 
government. The loyalifts in North Carolina 
were originally more numerous than in any of the 
other colonies: But the misfortunes confequent 
on premature rifings had confiderably thinned 
them. Some had fuffered, others had left 
Vou. I. Bb the 
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CHAP.the country and joined the king’s troops to 
XLI. the fouthward, and thofe who remained were be- 
“4781, come cautious from the recolleétion of paft mif- 
carriages. ‘heir fpirits may be faid-to have been 
broken by repeated perfecutions. Still, however. 
the zeal of fome was not repreffed; and, influ- 
enced by them, confiderable numbers were pre- 
paring to affemble, when general Greene, alarmed 
with the intelligence of their motions, and the 
prefumed effet of lord Cornwallis’s proclamation, 
and being, about the fame time, reinforced with 
fix hundred Virginia militia, under general Ste- 
- vens, took the refolution of again crofling the 
General Pan, and re-entering North Carolina. Even with 
Greene, = whan : A . 
again croff- this addition to his numbers, he had no intention 
ingtheDan, of hazarding an action; but he forefaw that his 
reenter teturn into the province would check the rifing 
rolinse  fpirit amongft the royalifts; and he hoped, by 
means of his light troops, to interrupt their com- 
munications with the royal army. Lieutenant- 
colonel Lee, with his legion, was detached acrofs 
the river on the twenty-firft of February, and the 
next day general Greene paffed it with the reft of 
the army. — 

A number of loyalifts being ready to affemble, 
under a colonel Pyle, upon the branches of Haw 
River, lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, with the ca- 
valry, and a {mall body of infantry, was detach- 
ed towards that part of the country, to give — 
countenance to their rifing, and to afford them — 
affiftance and protection. ‘Lhe American colonel — 

Lee, having alfo received intelligence of the pro- — 
pofed infurrection, haftened with his legion to- 
wards the fame quarter, in order to counteract © 
'Farleton’s operations, and, if poflible, mtercept — 
and cruth the loyalilts before their junétion with 
the Britith troops: The loyalifts aflembled, and 
on the twenty-fifth of February were proceeding 
to | 
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to 'Farleton’s encampment, unapprehenfive of dan- C H A P. 
ger, when they were met in a lane by Lee, with , XI. 
his legion. ‘The loyalifts, unfortunately miftak- 
ing the American cavalry for Tarleton’s dragoons, 
allowed themfelves to be furrounded before they 
difcovered their error. When at laft it became 
manifeft, they called out for quarter; but no 
quarter was granted ; and between two and three 
hundred of them were inhumanly butchered, 
while in the a& of begging for mercy. Humanity 
fhudders at the recital of fo foul a maflacre: But 
cold and unfeeling policy avows it as the moft 
effeual means of intimidating the friends of 
royal government. 

The country round Hillfborough being nearly Lord Corn- 
exhautted of provifions, and this forward pofition Py." 
being thought too diftant, after the return of gené- Hilltbo- 
ral Greene’s army, for affording effectual protec- tous a4 
tion to the great body of loyalifts who refided potition. 
between Haw and Deep Rivers, lord Cornwallis 
thought it expedient to retire from Hillfborough, 
and take a new pofition between thefe rivers, fo as 
. effectually to cover the country in hisrear. This 
was accordingly done; and the Britifh army, after 
pafling Haw River, encamped on Allamance 
Creek, The bulk of mankind being guided by 
external appearances, nothing could be moré un= 
favourable to lord Cornwallis’s prefent views than 
this retrograde movement upon the approach of 
general Greene’s army. If the loyalifts were be- 
fore cautious and flow, they now became timid .. 4, ¢¢ 
to an excefs, and dreaded taking any active mea= this retro- 
fure whatfoever in behalf of the king’s govern- stade 

° movement. 
ment, more efpecially when they reflected on the 
difafter that had happened to colonel Pyle, whofe 
detachment was cut to pieces within little more 
than amile of Tarleton’s encompment. When 
lord Gornwallis, therefore, had retired beyond the 
Bb 2 haw, 


1731. 


| 
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Haw, he had too much reafon to complain that 
he found himfelf amongtt irrefolute friends, and 
adjoining to inveterate enemies ; and that between 
the two he was fo deftitute of information that he 
had loft a very favourable opportunity of attack- 
ing the American army. 

It has been already. {tated that lord Cornwallis 
hoifted the royal {ftandard, and iffued a proclama- 
tion, at Hillfborough. As much has been faid 
upon this fubject, as to lord Cornwallis’s leaving 
Hillfborough before the period fiated in his pro- 
clamation had expired, and of the confequent 
diftrefs of the loyalifts, the author, who had the 


- honour of being commiffary to the army under 


his lordthip’s command, not withing to fhrink from 
any refponfibility annexed to his fituation, feels it 
‘ncumbent on him here to fate a few facts... The 
author ever believed, and is well founded in his 
affertion, that one principal caufe of lord Corn- 
wallis leaving Hillfborough fo foon as he did, was 
in confequence of a written report being made by 
the author, as well as from feveral converlations 
held with lord Cornwallis upon the fubject, ftating 
the impoflibility of fupporting his majefty’s army 
at Hillfborough. There being few cattle to be 
had in its neighbourhood, and thofe principally 
draught oxen, lord Cornwallis had promifed that 
they fhould not be flaughtered but in cafe of abfo- 
lute neceflity; but that neceflity did exift, and 
compelled the author to direét that feveral of the 
draught oxen fhould be killed. ‘This meafure, 
although the effect of necedlity, caufed much 
murmuring amongft the loyalilts, whofe property 
thefe cattle were. Moll of the cattle in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hillfborough had been confumed by 
the Americans, who held a polt for a very confi- 
derable time in that town. we 


During 
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- During the time the royal army held Hillfbo- CHA P. 


rough, the author’s cattle-drivers were obliged to 
go a confiderable diftance from the army for 
cattle, and even then brought in but a very fcanty 
fupply. Lord-Cornwallis could not have remained 
as long as he did at !illfborough had it not been 
for aquantity of falt beef, pork, and fome hogs, 
found inthe town. Such wasthe fituation of the 
Britifh army, that the author, with a file of men, 
was obliged to go from houfe to hou'e, through- 
out the town, to take provifions from the inhabi- 
tants, many of whom were greatly diftrefled by 
this meafure, which could be jultified only by 
extreme necellity. : 

As lord Cornwallis retired, the American army 
advanced; and general. Greene having pajfled the 
Haw, near its fource, took poft between Trouble- 
fome Creek and Reedy Fork; but not thinking 
himfelf yet {trong enough to rifque an action, he 
changed his pofition every night, in order to avoid 
the poflibility of it. The American light troops 
and militia were pofted upon the branches of 
Reedy Fork, whilft general Greene, with the main 
army, at fome diftance, inclined towards Guild- 
ford Court-houfe. Whilft the American army 
Jay in this fituation, lord Cornwallis, receiving in- 
telligence that their light troops were carelelsly 
pofted, determined to beat up their quarters, and 
compel them to retire to a greater diltance; be- 
ing atthe fame time in hopes, if general Greene 
fhould move to their afliftance, that a favourable 
opportunity might offer for attacking him to ad- 
vantage. Accordingly, early in the morning of 
the fixth of March, the Britifh army paffed Alla- 
mance Creek, and marched towards Reedy Fork. 


Fortunately for the American light troops, they 


received information of the march of the Britifh 


army, whilft it was vet at fome diftance, and 


haftily 


Bs 
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CHA P.haftily calling in their detachments, retired acrofe 


1781. 


| 
| 


March, 


; XL. 
Ree joe, 


Reedy Fork. At Wetzell’s Mill, upon that creek, 


they attempted to make a ftand, but were quickly 
diflodged with confiderable flaughter by the bri- 
gade under lieutenant-colonel Webiter. Greene, 
inftead of marching to their affiftance, upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of the advance of the Britifh 
army, retreated over the Haw, in order to pre- 
ferve his communication with the roads, by which 
he expected his fupplies and reinforcements. 
‘Thefe were now faft approaching; and in a few 
days he was joined by another brigade of militia 
from Virginia under general Lawfon, two from 
North Carolina, under generals Butler and Eaton, 
and a confiderable detachment of regulars raifed 
for eighteen months. He had alfo been joined, 
fince his laft return into North Carolina, by the 
militia from the frontiers under colonels Campbell 
and Prefton; fo that his numbers at this time 
probably exceeded five thoufand men. 

~ General Greene, thus powerfully reinforced, 
knowing that the time of fervice of the militia 
would foon expire, determined to avail himfelf of 
his prefent ftrength by offering battle to lord 
Cornwallis. Accordingly he again advanced, 
and, repafling the Haw, moved forward to Guild- 
ford Court-houfe, within twelve miles of the Bri- 
tifh army, which fince his laft retreat, had taken 
a new pofition at the Quakers’ Meeting-houfe in 
the Forks of Deep River. 

The near approach of general Greene, and all 
his other movements, fince he was joined by his 
reinforcements, indicating an intention of no lon- 
ger avoiding an action, lord Cornwallis embraced 
with much fatisfaétion the proffered opportunity 
of giving him battle. On. the evening of the 
fourteenth of March, the baggage was fent off to 
Bell’s Mill, upon Deep River, efcorted by lieute- 

nant- 
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.nant-colonel Hamilton, with his own regiment,C HA P. 
one huadred infantry of the line, and twenty of _ XL}. 
‘Varleton’s cavalry ; and, at dawn the next morn- jag, 
ing, the reft of the army was put in motion to- 
wards Guildford Court houfe. About four miles Adionnear 
from Guildford the advanced guards of both ar- Builtford, 
Sa ‘ e etween 
mies met, and a {harp confli@ enfued, which was lord Corn- 
well fupported on both fides. Lieutenant-colonel wallis and 
+ ous +> Beneral 
Tarleton commanded the Britifh advance, which Greene. 
confifted of the cavalry, the light infantry of the 
guards, and the yagers; that of the Americans 
was commanded by liteutenant-colonel Lee, and 
was compofed of his legion, with fome moun- 
taineers and Virginia militia. Lee behaved with 
great bravery, and maintained his ground with 
firinefs, until the appearance of the twenty-third 
regiment, advancing to fupport Tarleton, obliged’ 
the Americans to retire with precipitation. Dur- 
ing the fkirmifh general Greene drew up his army 
on very commanding ground, in order of battle, 
which confilted of three lines. The two brigades 
of North Carolina militia, pofted behind a fence 

in the fkirt of a wood, with open ground in front 
of their centre, and their two flanks extending 
into the woods, compofed his firit line: The Vir- 
ginian militia, under Stevens and Lawfon, form- 
ed the fecond line, and were potted entirely in the 
wood, about three hundred yards in the rear of 
the firftt: Two brigades of continental troops 
formed the third line, and were drawn up chiefly 
in open ground near Guildford Court-houfe, 
about four hundred yards in the rear of the Vir- 
ginia militia. Colonel Wafhington, with the 
dragoons of the firlt and third regiment, a de- 
tachment of continental light infantry, and a 
regiment of rifle-men under colonel Lynch, form- 

ed a corps of obfervation for the fecurity of the 

right 
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right flank ; and Lee, with his legion, a detach- 
ment of light infantry, and a corps of rifle-men, 
was appointed to the fame feivice on the lett. 

“As foon as the head of the Britifh column ap- 
peared in fight of the firft line of the Americans, 
a cannonade was begun from two fix-pounders, 
pofied upon the road in their centre, which was 
immediately anfwered by the royal artillery under 
lieutenant Macleod; and, whilft this cannonade 
continued, the Britifhcommander, with the utmoit 
difpatch, made his difpofition for the attack, which 
was in the following order: The feventy-firt 
regiment, with the regiment of Bofe, led by ge- 
neral Leflie, and fupported by the firft battalion 
of the guards, under colonel Norton, formed the 
right of the Britifh line; and the twenty-third 
and thirty-third regiments, led by lieutenant- 
colonel Webfter, and fupported by brigadier gene- 
ral O‘Hara, with the grenadier and fecond batta- 
lion of the guards, formedthe left. Vhe light infan- 
try of the guards, with the yagers, pofted on the 
left of the artillery, and the cavalry in column 
behind it on the road, formed a corps of obfer- 
vation. 

‘This difpofition being made, the line received 
orders to advance, and moved forward with that 
fteady and guarded, but firm and determined, 
refolution which difcipline alone can confer, It 
has been remarked by an eye witnefs*, that ‘¢ the 
“‘ order and coolnefs of that part of Webtter’s 
‘* brigade which advanced acrofs the open ground, 


© expofed to the enemy’s fire, could not be fufh- 


“© cjently extolled.’? At the diftance of one hun- 
dred and forty yards they received the enemy’s 
firft fire, but continued to advance unmoved. 
When arrived at a nearer and more conyenient 
diftance, they delivered their own fire, and rapid- 


* Lientenant-colonel Tarleton, p. 273 of his Campaigns, 


ene. was unavoidably broken ‘into. intervals in 
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not wait-the fhock, but retreated behind their 
fecond line. In other parts of the line the Britifh 
troops behaved with equal gallantry, and were. not 
lefs fuccefsful. The fecond line ofthe enemy 
made a braver and {touter refiftance than the firft. 
Pofted. in the-woods, and covering themfelves with 
trees, they kept up for.a.confiderable time a gall- 
ing fire, which did great execution. At length, 
however, they were compelled to: retreat, and fall 
back upon the continentals. In this fevere conflict 
the whole of the Britifh infantry were. engaged: 

General Leflie; from the great extent of the ene- 
my's front, reaching far beyond his right, had 
been very carly obliged to bring forward the firlt 
battalion of the guards, appointed for his referve, 
and form it into line: And lieutenant colonel 


Webtter, finding the left of the thirty-third regi- 


ment expofed to a heavy fire from the right wing 
of the enemy, which ‘greatly out flanked him, 
changed its front to the left; and the ground be- 


SSN nee! 


.u780. 


come vacant by this movement was immediately : 


occupied by general O‘Hara, with the grenadicns, 
and fecond battalion of the guards. Webtter, 
moving to the left with the thirty-third regiment, 
fupported by the light-infantry of the guards,and 
the yagers, routed and put to flight the right 
wing of the enemy, and in his prignelts after tw 
fevere ftruggles, gained the right of the continen- 
tals; but the fuperiority of their numbers, and 
the weight of their fire, obliged him, feparated as 
he was from the reft of the Britifh line, to re-crofs 
aravine, and occupy an advantageous pofition on 
the oppofite dns; until he could hear of the 
progrels of the king’s troops.on the right. ‘The 
aba line, being fo much extended to the right 

and left, in order to fhew a front equal to the 
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fome parts of it being more advanced than others, 
in confequence of the different degrees of refilt- 
ance that had been met with, or of other impedt- 
ments arifing from the thicknefs of the woods, 
and the inequality of the ground. The whole, 
however, ftill moved forward; and the fecond 
battalion of the guards, commanded by the ho- 
nourable licutenant-colonel Stuart, was the firft 
that reached the open ground at Guildford Court- 
houfe. Impatient to fignalize themfelves, they 
immediately attacked a body of continentals, 
greatly fuperior in number, that was feen formed 
on the left of the road, routed them and took 
their cannon, being two fix-pounders; but purfu- 
ing them with too much ardour and impetuofity 
towards the wood in their rear. were thrown into 
confufion by a heavy fire received from a body of 
continentals, who were yet unbroken, and being 
inftantly charged by Wafhington’s dragoons, were 
driven back with great flaughter, and the lofs of 
the cannon that had been taken. Lieutenant 
Macleed, advancing along the road with the royal 
artillery, had by this time reached the open ground, 
By a {pirited and well-directed cannonade he 
checked the purfuit of the Americans. Fortu- 
nately alfo, the feventy-firft regiment, belonging 
to general Leflie’s divifion, was feen emerging 
from the woods on the right, and the twenty-third, 


not long afterwards, made its appearance on the 


left. To the right and left of thefe regiments, 
general O’ Hara, although leverely wounded, rallied 
with much gallantry and great expedition, the re- 
mains of the fecond battalion of the guards ; and 
the Americans were quickly repulfed and put to 
flight, with once more the lofs of the two fix- 
pounders: Two other fix-pounders were alfo 
taken, being all the artillery which they had in the 

field, 
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field, and two ammunition waggons. TheC HAP. 
feventy-firft pufhed forward to an eminence at the , *L 
Court-houfe, on the left flank of the continen- 
tals. Lieutenant-colonel Webtier again advanced 
acrofs the ravine, defeated the corps that was op- 
pofed to him, and connected himfelf with the 
centre of the Britifh line. ‘The continentals of 
the American army being now driven from their 
ground, as well as the militia, a general retreat 
took place ; but it was conducted with order and 
regularity. The twenty-third and feventy-firft 
regiments, with part of the cavalry, were at firtt 
fent in purfuit of the enemy, but afterwards re- 
ceived orders to return. It is probable that, as 
the Britilh commander became more acquainted 
with all the circumf{tances of the action, and the 
number of the killed and wounded, he found it 
neceflary to countermand his orders, and defilt 
from the purfuit. The action being now ended 
in the centre and on the left of the Britith line, a 
firing was {till heard on the right, where general 
Leflie, with the firft battalion of the guards, and 
the regiment of Bofe, had been greatly impeded 
in advancing by the exceffive thicknels of the 
woods, which rendered their bayonets of little ufe. 
The broken corps of the enemy were thereby en- 
couraged to make frequent ftands, and to throw 
in an irreguiar fire ; fo that this part of the Britifh 
line was at times warmly engaged in front, flank, 
and rear, with fome of tne enemy that had been 
routed in the firft attack, and with part of the 
extremity of their left wing, which, by the clofe- 
nefs of the woods, had been pafled unfeen. 

At one period of the ation the firft battalion 
of the guards was completely broken. It had fuffer- 
ed greatly in afcending a woody height to attack 
the fecond line of the Americans, {trongly polted 
upon the top of it, who, availing themfelves of the 

advantages 
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advantages.of their fituation, retired, as foon-as 
they had difcharged their pieces, behind the brow 
of the hill, which protected them from the fhot of 
the guards, and returned, as foon as they had 


loaded, and were again in readinefs to fire. Not- 


withftanding the difadvantage under which the 
attack was made, the guards reached the fummit 
of the eminence, and put this part of the Ame- 
rican line to flight: But no fooner was it done, 


than another line of the Americans prefented it- 


felf to view, extending far beyond the right of the 
guards, and inclining towards their flank, fo as 


almoft to encompafs them. The ranks of the 


guards had been thinned in afcending the height, 
and a number of the officers had fallen: Captain 
Maitland, who at this time received a wound, re- 
tired to the rear, and having had his wound drefl- 
ed, returned immediately to join the battalion of 


guards te which he belonged... Someof the men, 


too, from fuperior exertions, had reached the fum- 
mit of the eminence fooner than others; fo that 


the battalion was not in regular order when it re- 


ceived the fire of the third American line. The 
enemy’s fire being repeated and continued, and, 
from the great extent’ of their -line, being poured 


in not only on the front but flank of the battalion, 


completed its confufion and diforder, and, not- 
withftanding every exertion made by the remain- 


-ing officers, it was at laft entirely broken. Fortu- 


nately, at this time, the Heffian regiment of Bole, 
commanded by lieutenant-colonel de Buty, which 
had hitherto fuffered but little, was advancing 
in firm and compact order on the left of the guards, 


‘to attack the enemy. Lieutenant-colonel Norton’ 


thought the fortunate arrival of the regiment of 
Bofe prefented a favourable opportunity for form- 
ing again his battalion, and requefted the Heflian 


lieutenant-colonel to wheel his regiment to the 


right, 
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right, and cover the guards, whilft their officers 
endeavoured to rally them. ‘The requeft was im- 
mediately and molt gallantly complied with; and, 
under the cover of the fire of the Heffians, ihe 
exertions of lieutenant-colonel Norton, and his 
few remaining officers, were at lalt fuccefsful in 
reftoring order. ‘The battalion, being again form- 
ed, inftantly moved forward to join the Heflians : 
The attack was renewed, and the enemy were de- 
feated. But here the labours of this part of the 
line did not yet ceafe. No fooner had the guards 
and Heffians defeated the enemy in front, than 
they found it neceflary to return and attack ano- 
ther body of them that appeared in the rear ; and 
in this. manner were they obliged to traverfe the 
fame ground in various direttions, before the 
enemy were completely puttothe rout. ‘The firing 
heard on the right, after the termination of the 
ation in the centre, and on the left, induced lord 
Cornwallis to detach Tarleton, with part of the 
cavalry, to gain intelligence of what was doing in 
that quarter, and to know whether general me 
wanted affiftance. . But before ‘Varleton’s arrival 
on the right, the affair was over, and the Britifh 
troops were ftanding with ordered arms; all re- 
fiftance having ceafed on the part of the Ameri- 
cans, except from a few hardy rifle-men, who, 
lurking behind trees, occafionally fired their 
pieces, but at fuch a diftance as to do no mifchief. 
‘Thefe Tarleton, when requelted, readily under- 
took to difperfe with his cavalry, and rufhing for- 
ward under cover of a general volley of mufquetry 
from the guards and the regiment of Bofe, quickly 
performed what was expected of him. In this 
affair Tarleton himfelf received a flight wound, 
but the reft of his corps returned unhurt. Thus 
ended the hard-fought action at Guildford Court- 
houfe. 
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CHAP, In thisbattle the Britifh troops obtained a victo- 
XLI. ry moft honourable and glorious to themfelves, 
but in its confequences of no real advantage to 

the caufe in which they were engaged. .They at- 
tacked and defeated an army of more than three 

‘times their own number*, not taken by furprife, 
but formed in regular order of battle and ready to 
engage; an army too, that is allowed on all hands 
to have been ftrongly and judicioufly poited, on 
ground chofen with care, and mott excellently 
adapted to the nature of the troops that occupied 
it. ‘The refiftance of the enemy was in proportion 
to the advantages they poflefled; nor did. they 
yield but with extreme reluctance. Even the mi- ' 
litia, encouraged by their pofition, fought with 
bravery, and greatly weakened the Britith line 
before it reached the continentals. ‘The Virginia 
militia, who compofed the fecond American line, 
did not quit their ground, it is faid, until their 
commander, feeing them no longer able to with- 
ftand the attack of regular troops, and ready to 
be overpowered, gave orders for a retreat. A 
victory atchieved under fuch difadvantages of 
numbers and ground, was of the moft honourable 
kind, and placed the bravery and difcipline of the 
troops beyond all praife; but the expence at 
which it was obtained rendered it. of no utility. 


1781. 


* By the return of the adjutant of the day it appears that the 
Britifh:troops engaged in the action amounted to 1445. The 
cavalry are notincluded in this return, and indeed they were 
not engaged, except for an in{tant on the right, after the action 
in the centre and on the left was over. The Americans were 
generally fuppofed to amountto 7ooo men, and a letter, found 
in the pocket of one of their ferjeants that was flain, fpecifies 
7000 to be the number of their army: But Gordon, in his Hit- 
tory, who appears to have taken their numbers from official do- 
cuments, {tates them to be 1490 continentals, and 2753 militia ; 
in all, 4243 foot foldiers and 200 cavalry. But he feems not 
to have included the back woodfmen under Campbell and: Preft 
ton; fo that their whole number probably exceeded 7000 men. 


Before 
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Before the provincials finally retreated, more than C H AP. 
one third of all the Britifh troops engaged had XL. 
fallen. ‘Theswhole lofs, according to the official 
returns, amounted to five hundred and thirty-two: 
Of thefe, ninety-three were killed in the ation, 
four hundred and thirteen were wounded. and 
twenty-fix’mifing. Amongtt the killed were the 
honourable lieutenant-colonel Stuart of the guards, 
lieutenant O’Hara of the royal artillery, brother 
of the brigadier, lieutenant Robinfon of the 
twenty-third regiment, enfign Talbot of the thirty. 
third, and enfign Grant of the feventy-firft; and 
amongft the wounded brigadiers-general O’Hara 
and Howard; lieutenant-colonels Webfter and 
Tarleton ; captains Swanton, Schutz, Maynard, 
Goodricke, lord Dunglafs, Maitland, Peter, Wil- 
moufky, and Eichenbrodht; lieutenants Salvin, 
Winyard, Schwener, and Graife; enfigns Stuart, 
Kelly, Gore, Hughes, and De Troot; and adju- 
tants Colquhoun and Fox, 

The lofs of the Americans in this ation has 
been variouily eftimated, and does not appear ever 
to have been fully afcertained. If we are to cre- 
dit their official returns, their whole lofs in killed 
and wounded, as well of militia as continentals, 
did not exceed two hundred and fifty men. But, 
by lord Cornwallis’s difpatches, it appears that 
between two and three hundred of their dead 
were found upon the field after the action; and 
if we proportion their wounded according to the 
number of the flain, their whole lofs in killed and 
wounded mult have greatly exceeded that of the 
Britifh troops. ~The number of thofe who were 
miffing, according to their own returns, was con- 
fefledly great ; but as the Britifh troops took but 
few prifoners, it is probable that the greateft part 
of the mifling confifted of militia, who, efcaping 


from 
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CHAP. fropr thesaGion, fled tontbeircown houlesycands did 
a. not aftet wards:reduintdw mo yeh sii to tfoin oft 
ya81, “The wounded)of zboth: seats Aad eale: ely 
the Bnitifh.asexpeditipufly rms! pd ffiblelaftenthe de~ 
tion >It; was; however, .aifervicei thatrequired | 
both time and:care;}as fromthe natuse of | dis actn 
tion: they day. difperfed hover ca gnéatiextent» dfi 
ground. | Every/athftan¢e »was:furaifhed to} them. 
that: in. the. prefent!:cireumMamees ofothe-anmy ; 
couldi be. afforded ;.but, unfortunately, thejammy,s 
was deftitute of tents, nor, wassthere,adufieienty 
number -of houfesi near the ficld-efrbattle,to res; 
ceive the wounded«!Phe Britifh army had march-> 
ed: feveral- miles onthe morning ofsthe>dayion)) 
which they came. te action. » They:had no:provi-) 
fions of any kind{-whatever;,on that .day,|mor 
until between three and, four in‘ the afternoonof: 
the fucceeding day, and: them but ai feanty.allow- 
ance, not exceeding’ one: quartet of a pasate’ er of, 
site ata Geet Rare y 
# We fhall state relate an tig seGhuiee the, date. sistas : 
Maynard of the guards. He was naturally. ofa; cheerful dif- 
polition and great hilarity, and in feveral actions, during “the 
courfé‘of the war, he had Méwn great pallahtry 5 ‘butea certain! 
prefentiment of his fute on whe; day. of theagron at’Guildford: + 
pofleffed his mind, which prefentiment was too fatally, realized, 
While the troops were marching on to form the line of battle, 
he became gloomy, and gave Way to defpondency: Not lefs 
than two orthree different tiniés didvhe tell’ coldael-Norton, 
who.commanded the battalions, thavhe-felt-himfelf weryeuacom- 
fortable, and did not like the bufinefs at all.:..Cologel,. now,the 
honourable major-general, Norton, endeavoured to laugh him 
out of his “Aas Hie ‘ideas, Le in vain 5 for” even afte r the 


Ades on with the Suitction, and whent in‘the att esas na ane? a4 
ther fhot went through his lungs, and incapacitated hiea-from:. 
proceeding. After being conveyed in:a litter to Wilmington, 
and then lingering a few days, he died of his wounds, greauy 
regretted, 
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flower, and the fame quantity of very lean beef. C cae P. 


Yhe night of the day on which the a€tion happen- 


ed was remarkable for its darknefs, accompatiied | 
with rain, which fell in torrents. ‘Near fifty of 


the ‘wounded, it is: faid, finking under their ag- 
gravated miferies, expited before the morning.— 
The cries of the wounded and dying who remain- 
ed on the field of action during the night excéed 
all defcription. ° Such a complicated. fcene of hor- 
ror and diftrefs, it is hoped, for the fake of hu- 
manity, rarely occurs, evenin a military life. 
Had lord Cornwallis had with him at the action 
at Guildford Court-houfe, thofe troops that weré 
loft by colonel Tarleton at the Cowpens, ‘on the 
fifteenth of March 178i, it is not extravagant to 
fuppofe that the American coloniés might hate 
béen reunited to the empire of Great Britain. 
Hiftory perhaps, does not furnifh an inftance 
of ‘a ‘battle: gained ‘ under all the’ difadvantages 
which the Britith troops, aflifted by a regiment of 
Heflians and fome yagers, ‘had to contend againft 
at Guildford Court-houfe. Nor is there, perhaps, 
on the records of biftory, an inftance of a battle 
fought with more determined perfeverance than 
was fhewn by the Britifh troops on that memora- 
ble day. The battles of Crecy, of Poittiers, and 
of, Agincourt, the glory of our own country, and 
the admiration. of ages, had in each of them, 
either from particular local fituation, or other 
fortunate and favourable circumftances, fome- 
thing in a degree to counterbalance the difparity 
of numbers: Here time, place, and numbers, 
all united againft the Britith, The American ge- 


_neral had chofen his ground, which was ftrong, 


commanding, and advantageous; he had time 


not os to make his difpofition, but to fend away 
Ee Cet. his 
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CHAP. his baggage, and every incumbrance, , His can- 
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non and his troops, in numbers far exceeding the: 
Britith, were drawn out in readinefs to commence 
the action, when Jord Cornwallis approached. to 
Athiek MMB Gj iccvhide a4 er) emg 
General. Greene, after. pafling Reedy Fork 
Creek, three miles from the field of action, halted 
for fome little time on the other fide to collect 
his ftragglers, and then retreated to the irom works 
on Troublefome Creek; about twelve miles farther. 
When the extent of the Britith lofs was fully af- 
certained, it became too apparent that lord Corn- 
wallis was not in a condition either to give Imme- 
diate purfuit, or to follow the blow the day after 
the action. Added to its other diftrefles, the ar- 
my was almoft deftitute of provifions: Under 
fuch circumftances, although a victory had) been 
gained, a retreat became neceflary towards that 
quarter from whence fupplies could be obtained. 
About feventy of the wounded, not in a condi- . 
tion to. travel, were left at the Quakers’ Meeting- 
houfe, under. the proteGion of a flag of truce ; 
and on the third day after the action, lord Corn- 
wallis began to retire, by eafy marches, towards — 
Crofs Creek*. | 


* Lord Cornwallis was’ greatly difappointed in his expectati- 
ong of being joined by the loyalifts. - Some of them indeed.came 
within the lines, but they remained only a few days —l thall 
here relate an anecdote conpedted with this fubject, and in irfelf . 
not a little interefting: The commiffary, who confideréd:it.as 
his duty not ‘oly to furni{h provifions to the-army, but alfo to 
learn the difpotition of the tmhabitants, fell in about this time 
with 3 very fenfible man, a Quaker, who, being interrogated as 
to the tate of the country, replied, That,it was the general wifh 
of the people to be reunited to Britain ; but that they had been 
fo. often deceived in promifes of fupport, and the Britifh had fo - 

ofter 
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often relinquithed pos; that the people were new afraid:tg join CH 4 R. 


the: Briufh army, slelt iley, fhowld leaye.the pravince, in which 
calc the refensment.of. the reyolutiongvs, wouldihe exercifed with 
more crugity ; that alchongh, the men might efcape, or. go. with 
the army, -yer, fuch was the diabolical condua@ of thofe people, 
that they would infli@ the feveref] punifhment upon their fami- 


lies; ** Rethaps,”’ faid the Quaker, “* thou art not acquainted 


“* with the condua of thy enemies, towards thofe who with well 
“to the caufe thou. art engaged in. ‘I here are fome who have 
““lived’ for two} and even three years in the woods, without 
*“ daring to-go totheir houfes ; but have been fecretly fupported 


** by their families... Others, having walked out of their houfes, ° 


‘under a promife of being fafe, have proceeded but a few yards 
“before they have been fhot. Others have been tied toa tree, 
“and feverely whipped. I will tell thee of one inftance of cru- 
““elty: A party furrounded the houfe of a loyalilt; a few enter- 
** ed; the man.and his wife were in bed; the hufband was thot 
“dead by the fide of his wife.” ‘The writer of this replied, 
that thofe circumlitances were horrid 3 but under what govern- 
ment could they be fo happy as when enjoying the privileges of 
Englifimen? ‘* True,” faid the Quaker, “ but the people 
“‘ have experienced fuch diftrefs, that 1 believe they would fub- 
“mit to any government in the world to obtain peace.” The 
commiffary, finding the gentleman to be a very fenfible, intelli- 
gent-man, took’ great pains to find out his charaéter. Upon en- 
quiry, he proved: to be ‘a man of the -moft irreproachable man- 
ners, and well kaown to. fome gentlemen of North Carolina, 
then in. our army, and whofe veracity was undoubted, Buta 
few days after this, the army had a ftrong proof of the truth of 
what Mr. ————, who ftill teGdes in North Carolina, and for 
that reafon maft not be mentioned by name, hadfaid. The day 


_ before the Britith army reached Crofs Creek, a man bent with 
| age joined it: He had {carcely the appearance of being human ; 
_ he wore the fkin of a racoon for a hat, his beard was fome inches 


_long, and he was fo thin, that he looked as if he had made his 
_efcape from Surgeon’s-hall, He wore'no fhirt, his whole drefé 
_being fkins of different animals, On the morning after, when 


this diftreffed man came to draw his provifions, Mr. Brice, the 


_ deputy mufter-mafter- general of the provincial forces, and the 


commiffary, afked him feveral queftions. He faid, that he had 
lived for three years in the woods, under ground ; that he had 
been frequently fought after by the Americans, and was certain 
of inftant death whenever he fhould be taken ; that he fupport- 
ed himfelf by what he got in the woods; that acorns ferved him 
as bread; that they had, from long ufe, become agreeable to 

c2 him ; 


1784. 


388 HISTORY OF THE 


CH AP. him; thathe had a family, fome of whom, once or twice in a 
-XLI. year, came to him in the woods ; that his only crime. was being, 

(een ameey'a loyaliit, and having given offence to one of the republican 
0781. leaders in that part of the country where he ufed to live. 
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Proclamation by Lord Cornwallis—The Britifh Army 
arrives in the Vicinity of Wailmington—General 
Greene marches againft Lord Rawdon at Camden 
—Embarraffment of Lord Cornwallis—Lord Corn- 
wallis determines to march through North Carolina 
into Virginia—Lord Rawdon refolves to attack 
the Camp of General Greene at Hobkirk’s Hill— 
—Fort Watfon furrenders to the Americans—A 
Detachment under Colonel Watfon joins Lord Rawe 
don at Camden—Lord Rawdon, after various 
Efforts to bring General Greene to an Engagement, 
retires from Camden—and proceeds to Monk’s 
Corner—Britifo Outpofts reduced by the Ameri- 
cans— Augufta furrendered to she Americans, 
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REVIOUSLY to the departure of the army CHAP. 
from Wynnefborough, lieutenant-colonel XLII. 
Balfour, who commanded at Charleftown, had —~™—™ 


been directed to fend round by water a compe- 
tent force to take poffeffion of Wilmington in 
North Carolina, and occupy it as a poft with 
which lord Cornwallis, in his progrefs to the 
northward, might open a communication, for 
the purpofe of obtaining fupplies. Major Craig, 
who was detached on this fervice, took poffeffion 
of Wilmington, after a flight refiftance from the 
enemy, about the end of January; and although 
his force was {mall, by great labour and perfeve- 
rance he fortified his poft in a fhort time, fo as to 
; fecure 
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C HA P. fecure it againft infult, and by fome fuccefsful ex- 


XLII. 


1781. 


Proclama- 
tion by 
lord Corn- 
Wallis. 


curfions into the country had made himfelf ref- 
pected. As Wilmington lies near the mouth of 
Cape Fear River, and the fettlement of Crofs 
Creek is upon a branch of the fame river, about 
one hundred miles higher up the country, lord 
Cornwallis hopéd, that by marching to the, laft 
of thefe places, where there was a friendly fettle- 
ment of highlanders, the army would be plenti- 
fally furnifhed with provifions, the fick and 
Wounded with refréthiients proper for them, And 
that, by means of the river, 4 cofiindnication 
thight be eafily opehed with major Craig, for 
obtaining fich other fupplies as the country did 
not afford, but which the artny was now greatly 
in want of. To thefé confiderations, andther of 


ome itnportance tuft alfo be added, that Crofs 


Creek was a céntrical fituation for the jungion of 
fach friends of government as would be willing 
to ftaitd forth and aflift in fuppreffing rebellion ; 
who would have time to make their arrangétnents 
for that ae ae whilft the army halted for the 
recovery of the wounded. Itipréfled with fuch fen- 
timents, and {till hoping to roufe the loyalifts to 
action, lord Cornwallis, on the fame day on which 
he began his match from Guildford Court-houfe, 
iffued a proclamation, reciting his viory, calling 
upon all loyai fubje@ts to ftand forth and affift in 
reftoring order atid good government, and pro- 
mifing protection in their perfons and properties 
to all thofe who had taken part in the revolt 
(murderets excepted), who fhould be defirous of. 
returning to rheir allegiance, and fhould actually 
furrender themfelves, with theit arts and ammu- 
mition, ‘on or before the twentiéth of April, with 
permiffion to return to their houfes, upon taking 
a military parole, and a ptomife of fpeedy relto- 

ae ration 


AMERICAN WAR. 


ration to’ all the privileges of legal and conftitu-’ 


tional government. 

Lord Cornwallis, having iffued his proclamia- 
tion, proceeded flowly towards Crofs Creek, as 
well for the comvenience of the wounded, as the 
more éaly fubfiftence of thé troops, where he ar- 
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rived about the end of the month. General 


Greene followed through the fame tract of coun- 
try as far as Ramfay’s Mill, on Déep River: And 


occafional tkirmifhes happened between the light 


troops, but nothing of moment between the two 


armies. 

Upon the arrival of the Britifh commander at 
Crofs Creek, he found himfelf difappointed in all 
his expectations: Provifions were f{carce: Four 
days forage not to be procured within twenty miles; 
and the communication éxpefted to be opened 
between Crofs Creek and Wilmington, by means 
of the river, was found to be impratticable, the 
river itfelf being narrow, its banks high, and the 
inhabitants, on both fides, for a confiderable dif- 
tance, invetéerately hoftile. Nothing’ therefore 
now remained to be' done but to proceed with the 
army to Wilmington, in the vicinity of which it 
arrived on the’ féventh of April. The fettlers up- 
on Crofs Creek, although they had undergone a 
variety of perfecutions in confequence of their 
previous unfortunate infurrectionsy {till retained a 
warm ‘attachment to their mother-country, and 
during the fhort ftay of the army amongft them, 
all the provifions and fpirits that could be colleét- 
ed within a convenient diftanice, were readily 
brought iti, and the fick and wounded plentifully 
fupplied “with ufeful and comfortable refreth- 
ments. 

During the march of the Britifh army to Wil- 
mington, colonel Webfter of the thirty-third, 
captains Schutz and Maynard of the guards, and 

captain 


The Britith 
army ar- 
rives in 
the vicinity 
of Wil- 
mington. 
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Cc H AP. captain Wilmoufki and enfign de ‘Trott ag the re- 
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tion in which he held the deceafed. 
f nf, his Letter on that occafion : 


.giment of Bofe, all of them. officers of merit, 
died of the wounds received at Guildford Court: 
honfe. The firft is faid to have ‘* united all the 
“© virtues of civil life to the gallantry and. pre- 
*¢ feffional knowledge of a foldier*.?? .So amiable 


‘and diftinguifhed a charaéter could. not-fail to be 
univerfally refpe&ed, and his death was lamented 
by the whole army +. 

Lord Cornwallis being under. the neceflity’ of 
repairing to. a fea-port town, to obtain neceflary 


\ * Tarleton, p: 281. 

+ The fympathetic manner in which lord Cornwallis commu- 
nicated to the reverend Dr. Webfter, of Edinburgh, the intelli- 
gente of his fon’s death, is at once a proof of his lordfhip’s 
goodnefs of heart, his tender fenfibility, and of the high eftima- 


The following is a cane 


£6 reds Sir, Wilmington, April, 23, ae 


‘oT cieey me-great ‘concern to undertake’a tafk heh i 1s 
not only a/bitter renewal of my own grief, but-muft be a violent 
dhock to an affeGtionate parent. 


> €'You have for your fupport, the affilance of religion, pood 
fenfe, and the experience of the uncertainty of human happi- 
‘nefs, You have for your fatisfaction, that your fon fell nobly in 
«he cavfe of his country, honoured, and lamented by all his 
dellow-foldiers ; that be led a life of honour and virtue, which 
‘mutt fecure him everlafting happinefs. When the keen fenfibili- 


_ ty of the paffions begins to fubfide, thefe confiderations will give 


“you real pomfor. 


Ri St Dhat the Almighty may give you fortitude to bear this (xfe- 
verefls of trials, is the earneft with of your companion in afflic- 
ayn, and mks faithful ker THORs 


« CORNWALLIS.” 


fupplies, 
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fupplies pasticularly. thoes ,and’cloathing for the CHA P- 
army, was apprehenfive left general Grdcne ould hl 


ee, ed 
returh teaoSoush; Carolina., Accordingly, feveral «,,9,, 


siieflengers: were. difpatched; to lord. Rawdon at 


Gamden, to;prépare him for|fuch an event; but 
unfortunately neither the meflengers ner) their 


difpatehes ever reached the place of their deltina- 


tion. 

Not long infer the arrival of earl. Cornwallis -at General 
Wilmington, he received information that what aerial 
he apprehended. as probable had actually. taken againt 
place; and that general Greene, upon his return = hed 
to the upper country, had taken the direct road to Camden. 
Camden, and was marching with the utmoft ex- 
pedition'to attack lord Rawdon. Thisintelligence 
rendered the fituation of the Britifh commander 
more embarrafling than-ever, and left him only a 
choice. of difficulties, none of which were unac- 
companied with hazard, nor eafy to be furmount- 
ed. It was undoubtedly his wifh to afford fuccour 
to lord Rawdon ; but he knew that it was impof- 
fible for him, after the progrefs already made by 
general Greene, to arrive in time. ‘Lhe fate of Embarrafl- 
lord Rawdon and his garrifon muft be determined ae 
long before the Britifh army could reach Camden; wallis. 
and, fhould general Greene be fuccefstul, there 
was danger that he might have it in his power to 
hem up his lordthip while on his march between 
the great ee and, by cutting off his fubfift- 
ence, render his arms ufelefs. On the other 
hand, if general Greene fhould be defeated, the 
return of the Britifh army would be lefs neceflary. 

A meafure pregnant with fo much danger. in the 
execution, and promifing fo little advantage in 
the bafals was not to be haflily adopted: Yet 
fomething was neceflary to be done. The eflective 
force under his Jordfhip, from ficknels, .defertion, 
and the lofs fuftained at Guildford Court-houfe, 


n 


2 was 
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CHA P. was now reduced to fourteen hundred and thirty- 
; XLU. five men, a number which he confidered as totally 
1781. imadequate to adting offenfively in North Carolina. 
To temain where he was would not only be ufe- 

lefs, but, as the heat of fummer increafed, en- 

q danger the health of the troops. To return to 
4 South Carolina by land would be accompanied - 
j with the hazards already mentioned * ; and to 
return by water would not only be difgraceful, 

but take up much time in waiting for the tranf{- 

ports, and in the end probably be attended with 

the lofs of all the cavalry and horfes belonging to 

Jord Comn§ the army. Upon fuch a view of the fubjeét, his 

pion lordfhip determined to take advantage of general 

march. Green’s abfence from North Carolina, to march 

pent OE through that province into Virginia, and join his 

rolina into force to a {trong corps that had been acting there 

Vuginis- fom the beginning of the year, firft under briga- 
dier-general Arnold, and afterwards under major- 

general Philips, in order to make a diverfion in 

| favour of the Britifh operations in North Carolina. 
This movement, it was thought, might have a 
tendency to draw general Greéne back to the 
| northward, and it feems to have been more readily 
adopted, as it was the opinion of earl Cornwallis, 
that vigorous meafures purfued in Virginia, and 
the reduétion of that province, if practicable, 
would be the moft effectual means of fecuring thofe . 


* At this time colonel Tarleton propofed to lord Cornwallis 
that he might be permitted to march back through the country to 
Charleflown with his cavalry ; which propofition his lordthip 
very judicioufly rejected. Colonel Tarleton, in his publication 
has thought proper to cenfure lord Cornwallis for not returning 
to South Carolina, inftead of going to Virginia. But colonel 
Tarleton, throughout his whole Hiftory, betrays great inypati- 
ence to get rid of that burden of gratitude which was due to his 
lordthip for paft benefits conferred on him without any extraor- 
dinary degree of merit. 


poffeffions 


ae 
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foutheta colonies, and of fubjetting fuch as re- 
mained to be fubdued. Earl Cornwallis, having 
finally déetetmined to proceed to Virginia, began 
his mafch from Wilmington on the twenty-fifth 
of Aptil, where he had remained juft eighteen 
days, to tefrefh and tefit his army. 

Thus we find that the vi€tory at Guildford drew 
aftet it fome, ahd it will afterwards appear that 


poffeflions that had been already recovered in the mg ih - 


it was followed by all the confequences of fome- 


thing early allied to a decifive defeat. ‘He was 
not joined by the Joyalifts, who were {till over- 
awed by the republicans. 

_ We mult now attend the motions of general 
Greene, who, in the mean time, had entered 
South Carolina, and made his appearance before 
Camden. ‘he amount of the force which he 
carried with him is very uncertain. The Ameri- 


‘can accounts reprefent it to be nine hundred and 


thirty continental foldiers, and two hundred and 
fifty-four North Carolina militia; but we are well 
informed that general Greene had in the aGion 
above fifteen hundred continentals, and feveral 
corps of militia. The garrifon at Camden, under 
lord Rawdon, amounted to fomething more than 
eight hundred men. Some well-affected militia, 
that came froma diftance to offer their fervices 
in this feafon of danger, were neceflarily, though 
reluGantly, difmiffed, on account of a {carcity 
of provifions; but, by arming every perfon al- 
ready in the garrifon capable of bearing arms, 
even muficians and drummers, he muftered an 
effeive force of about nine hundred men. Ge- 
neral Greene, ‘whatever his force might be, 
thought it infufficient for ftorming the Britith 
works, or even regularly invefting them. After 
various changes of pofition he at length retired 
to Hobkirk’s Hill, about two miles from the 

Britifh 
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Britifh lines, and there encamped, with an inten- 
tion, it was fuppofed; of waiting’ for the junGion 
of dsicntd Lee with his’ legion, ‘and‘ Marion’ with 


his militia, who were'then act ing at {ome ‘diltance 


in the eattern parts 6f the province, Whitt ‘the 
American army lay-at Hobkirk’s Fill}! ihformation 
was brought to Camden that gdfieral Gréetie had 
detached part’ of his militia to britig Wp hig’ heavy 


-Dageage’ and cannon, which, for fouié eaule’ or 


Lord Raw- 
don re- 
folves to 
attack the 
camp of 
general 
Greene at 
Hobkirk’s 
Hill. 


other, had-been fent off frat days before: And 
as Lee and Marion had not: yet jomed, lord Raw- 
don thought this the proper time for’ an- attack; in 

the abfénce of the militia, and before the: ‘coming 
up! of the cannon: ’ Aécordingly, af’ ‘nine in the 
morning of the twenty-fitth of ~pril, he! marched 
out with allthe force he could. mufter, and by 
making’a Circuit, atid keeping clofe ‘to’ the edge 
of a {wamp, inde’ cover of the woods, happily 
gained the left flank of the enemy undifeovered. 
In that quarter the ‘American camp’ was the moft 
affailable, ‘becaufe there the afcent of the*hill’was 
the eafielt $ but the impenetrable: fwainp that’ co- 
vered the approach to it had freed the enemy from 
all apprehenfions of’an ‘attack on that’ fides’ In 
this fancied ftate of fecurity, the driving’ in'of 
their piquets gave them the firft alarm of the ad- 
vance of the Britifh army, which moved’ on to the 


“attack in the following orders “Phé! fixty- third’re- 


ciment, ‘tupported by. the volunteers of Tréland, 
formed the right ; the king’s-Anterican régiment, 
fupporied by captain 1: obertfon’s detachment, the 
left; andthe New York ‘volunteers the centre’ of 
the "Britifh line. ‘He South Carolina? regiment 
and the cavalry were in tie rear ot the ‘whole, 
aud formed a cor rps of éblervation, °°"! <4 
The enemy, although apparently rnp Meds and 
at firit in fome eOnhihon: formed with great expe- 
dition, and met he attack with refoiution and 
“© “Bravery. 
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bravery. Their firft line confifted wholly of con-C HA P. 


tinental troops, the Virginia brigade being on the ee 
y 4 a S 1 “fs pes ie 5 en mtd 
right, and. the Maryland brigade on the left. ‘Vheir 1731. 


artillery arrived juft as the aCtion began, and was 
poited in the centre. Their fecond line was form- 
‘ed entirely of militia. General Greene, after 
viewing the advance of the Britifh troops, and 
the narrow front which they prefented, was fo 
confident of fuccefs, that, with a view of render- 
ing 1t mere complete, and hemming them in on 
every fide, he made an alteration in his fir{t dif- 
pofition. ‘The right of the Virginia, and the left 
of the Maryland brigades, were, ordered to take 
the Britifh troops in flank, whilft the reniainder 
of thefe two brigades marched down the hill to 
attack them in front; and in the mean time lieu- 
.tenant-colonel Wafhington, with the cavalry, was 
detached to fall upon their rear. Had thefe,feve- 
jral attacks fucceeded, undoubtedly nothing but 
ruin awaited the Britifh army: But lord Rawdon, 
difcovering the enemy’s defign, quickly extended 
his front, by bringing forward the Jrifh volun- 
teers, and forming them into line. The Ameri- 
cans who ;defcended the hill in front, although 
they fought for fome time with great bravery, and 
were well fupported by a deftruétive fire of grape- 
fhot from their cannon, could. not long withftand 
the impetuofity of the affailants. Being compelled 
to retire, they were purfued by the Britifh troops 
to the top of the hill. Lord Rawdon having 
gained the fummit of the eminence, and filenced 
the American cannon, which were immediately 
drawn off, was enabled to bring the remainder of 
his force into action, and at length put to rout the 
whole American army. The continentals feveral 
times rallied and returned to the charge, but were 
as often broke and put to flight. In the mean 
time Wafhington with his dragoons, having got 

into 
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CUAP. into the rear of the Britifh troops, bad made a 
ALIN. few flragglers prifoners, and exaéted paroles from 
1781. fome Britith officers who lay wounded in the field. 

When the event of the day turned out difference 
from his expectations, he was fortunate enougl 
to difcover it juit in time to make good his retreat, 
Indeed, the Americans were fo greatly fuperior in 
cavalry, that lord Rawdon, after ordering a pur- 
fuit, did not think fit to cantinue it farther than 
three miles, General Greene retreated to Ruge- 
ley’s Mills, about twelve miles off, and there ev- 
camped, He was indebted to accident for the 
fafety of his cannon: In the beginning of the re- 
treat they were run down a fteep, among{t fome 
brufh-wood, which concealed them from the 
Britith troops as they pafled in the heat of purfuit; 
and before their return they were carried off by 
Wafhington’s cavalry. According to accounts 
faid to be taken from lord Rawdon’ ftatement, 
the Americans loft in this aGtion upwards of five 
hundred men: Of thefe about one hundred were _ 
made prifoners, and the reft either killed or 
wounded. But general Greene eftimates his lofs 
much lower: He makes it amount only ta eigh. 
teen killed, one hundred and eight wounded, and 
one hundred and thirty-fix mifling; but at the 
fame time admits, not without fome degree of in- 
confiftency, that fome of the mifling were killed, 
and others wounded. It was a hard-fought ac- 
tion; and the victory was not bloodlefs an the 
part of the conquerors: Although thirty-eight 
only were killed, their whole lols, including the 
- wounded and mifling, amounted to two hundred 
and fifty-eight, a number which, in the prefent 
penlous tats of the province, could not be well 
pared. One officer only was amongft the flain; 
but eleven were wounded. aah 
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Had lord Rawdon, inftead of marching out toC HAP. 
meet the enemy,remained in his works, fuch was *LI!. 


the fuperiority of Greene, particularly in cavalry, 
that he muft have reduced his lordfhip, ina fhort 
time, to the neceflity of furrendering through want 
of provifions,...The quick.and marked decifion 
with which he aéted on this, as he had done on 
former occafions, formed a very general prefage 
that he was one day to. rank with the great military 
commanders; though fo amiable a diftinétion is 
not to be attained without. the happieft union of 
courage and genius. A. military leader cannot be 
formed, like many other characters of re{pectabi- 
lity in the ftate, by mere experience in the com- 
mon courfe of bufinefs. , At the fame time that he 
endeavours to controul accidents by general 
maxims and comprehenfives views, he mutt vary 
his particular meafures. with the varying moment 
of action. In the midft,of danger, and at a mo- 
ment’s warning, he mutt call,.to: his aid all the re- 
fults of his paft experience and obfervations ; ba- 
nifh from his mind every extraneous idea that 
fancy or cafual affociation might fuggett to diftraa 
his thoughts and, miflead his judgment, and per- 
ceive, at a glance, the fhorteft and mo! effectual 
procefs for attaining his object. : 
Upon the approach of the American army,, 2 
very general {pirit of revolt fhewed itfelf amongft 
the inhabitants of South Carolina, particularly in 
the diftri&t of Ninety-fix, on the weftern frontier, 
and on the North-eaft in that tra@ of country 
which lies between the two great rivers Pedee and 
Santee. Even in Charleftown itfelf, many of the 
inhabitants, although awed. and reftrained by the 
prefence of the garrifon, gave evident figns of 
difaffestion. In the moft tranquil period of the 
province, Sumpter, on the north-welt frontier, and 
Marion in the North-ealt, had kept alive the em- 
- bers 
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bers of revolt, which, althouzh at different times 
varioufly agitated, in confequence of the reftlefs 
difpofition of thofe partifans, were neverthefs pre- 
vented from gaining ftrength by the afcendancy 
of the Britifh arms ; «but: they now burft forth 
into a flame, as foon as intelligence arrived that 
general Greene had entered the province. ‘To 
encourage this fpirit of revolt amongft the inha- 
bitants, and to make a diverfion in the north eéaft 


part of the province im favour of the attempt upon 


Camden, general Greene had detached lieutenant- 
colonel Lee, with his legion, from Deep River, | 
to precede the army, and in conjunction with 
Marion, to attack fome of the Britith pofts. Lee 
marched with fo much expedition, that a jun@tion 
was formed between him and Marion on the four- 
teenth of April, and on the fifteenth, in purfuance 


of their orders, they appeared before Fort Watfon, 


a Britifh poft on the Santee. Fort Watfon is fitu- 
ated upon an eminence, about thirty feet above 
the levelof the circumjacent plain. ‘The eminence is 
anartificial mount, railed by the Indians before they 
were difpoffeffed of the country, and for fome dii- 
tance round it were no trees to fhe'ter the approach 
ofanenemy. The garrifon was without artillery, 
and fo were the befiegets: Neither had the latter 
intrenching tools to affift them in making’ ap- 
proaches. But the ingenuity of a colonel Maham 


_ quickly devifed a method of reducing the fort, as 


unexpected as it was efficacious, Under his di. 
rection a work upon an unufual plan was fpeedily 
conftruéted which overlooked the fort. Upon the 
top of this work American rifle-mcn were pofted, 
who fired at every one in the garrifon who ven- 
tured to make his appearance, and feldom mified 
their aim: Preparations being made at the fame 
time for ftorming, the commanding officer made 
overtures for capitulating upon honourable terms. 
Thefe 
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Thefe were readilyigranted: ;And Fort. Watfon CHAP. 
was! jfurrendeéred,-on, the twenty-third. of April. ae 
After -this,exploit, Lee,and ‘Marion. receiving in- iB, 
telligence thatcolonel Watfon. with five hundred Fort Wat- 
‘men, iwas-on his, march through that, pattof, the adie 
country.>-t0; reinforce |lord .Rawdon. at, C amden, Americans. 
took the, refolution of endeavouring to obftruct 
his progrefs))...They accordingly feized the pafles 
upon the, different creeks :and rivers in his way, 
and .guarded them fo. effectually, that. he found 
himfelf. under the. neceflity. of returning down the 
Santees| and, pafling it near its mouth. By this 
interruption, much time was loft, and many hard- 
fhipsi were encountered in marching through the 
{wamps.,and. funken, grounds: Colonel. Watlon, stay 
however, perfevered, and proceeding up the fouth a detach 
fide of the. Santee, paffed it.again, a little below ment under 
the confluence of its, two great branches, the Con- watfon 
gareeiand. Wateree,, and arrived at Camden, with Joinslord 
his detachment, on the feventh of Mo Vie cd tug teutded. 
The, vi€tory: at Hobkirk’s Hill, like. that at _ 
Guildford Court- honfe, although aot honourable 
and glorious. to the officers. who commanded, and 
the troops that, were engaged, produced no tohfe. i 
quences beneficial. to the Britifh interelt. The: : 
general difaffe€tion of the province ftill continu- — 
ed; the force under. general Greene, although 
diminithed, was yet re{pectable ; and the American | 
partifans were more than ever attive in making 
predatory incurfions into» various parts of the 
province, aflaulting the weakeft Britith polts, way- 
laying convoys of prov ifion, and interrupting the 
communication between Camden and Charleftown. © 
Lord Rawdon, therefore, even in the moment.of — 
fuccefs, faw the neceflity of abandoning Camden, 
and contracting the Britifh polts within a nar- 
rower compas. . But as he was now joined by the 
ore under Watfon, which. replaced the _ 
Vou. | Dd lofs 
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CHAP. lofs of men fuftained in the action, he gallantly 

LI. refolved to make one effort more, before he eva- 

4981. cuated his poff, to ftrike a blow at gencral Greene, 

' who, after remaining fome days at Rugeley’s 

‘Mills to colleét his. ftragglers, pafled the Wateree, 

‘and encamped behind ‘Twenty-five Mile Creek. 

Lord Rawdon had good information of the na- 

ture of the ground where Greene was encamped, 

and thought that. by making a circuit, and getting 

into his rear, an attack might be made with great 

profpect of fuccefs. ‘Accordingly, with this view 

he marched from Camden in the night fucceeding 

the day on which colonel Watfon artived. But 

“general Greene had by this, time decamped from 

‘Twenty-five Mile Creek. Having received infor- 

mation of the arrival of Watfon’s corps, and con- 

cluding that lord Rawdon, thus reinforced, would 

immediately attempt to ftrike at him, he changed 

his pofition for another at a greater diftance, much 

{tronger, and more eafily defended. Intelligence 

of this movement being brought to lord Rawdon, 

while on his march, he proceeded along the direc 

road to general Greene’s new encampment, where 

he arrived the next day. After driving in his 

piquets, and examining every point of his fitua- 

tion, he found it too ftrong to be attempted without 

fuffering fuch a lofs as could not be compenfated 

by avictory. Under fuch circumftances, his lord. 

fhip relinquifhed his defign of attacking the 

American army, and on the fame day returned to 

peste Camden. On the ninth of May fuch ftores were 

various ef- deftroyed as could not be removed, and on the 

te ae tenth Camden was evacuated; lord Rawdon re- 

ralGreene tiring by ealy marches towards Nelfon’s Ferry, 

eee sg in order to give time to as many of the loyal in- © 

" serires from habitants, as chofe to accompany him, to carry off © 

Camden their effects and moveable property. The Britifh | 

and pro- Reise i's i ‘ 
cecdsto) army completed its paflage at Nelfon’s Ferry, by 

a , the | 
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the evening of the fourteenth, and from thence 
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proceeded to Monk’s Corner, for the greater _ 


fecurity of Charleftown, the garrifon of which, 
its works being.at that time unfinifhed, was infutfi- 


. cient for, its defence. In the mean time the 
-enemy’s detachment were too fuccefsful in re- 


ducing feveral of the Britifh out-pofts. Fort 


‘178. 


Britifh out. 


Motte, on the Congaree, after a brave defence, poits re- 


was furrendered to Lee and Marion, on the ele- 


ducted by 
the Ame- 


venth of. May: About the fame time, Sumpter ricans. 


pofleffed himfelf of Orangeburgh ; and on the fif- 
teenth Lee reduced Fort Granby. 


General Greene having fo far fucceeded in his ° 


views upon the north and north-eaft parts of South 


Carolina, and obliged lord Rawdon to retire to 
Monk’s Corner, now turned his attention to the 
weltern frontier, and with equal facility hoped to 


reduce the Britifh pofts at Augufta in Georgia, 


and Ninety-fix.in South Carolina, Orders had 
been previoufly difpatched to colonel Pickens to 
afflemble the militia of Ninety-fix; and immedi- 
ately after Lee’s fuccefs at Fort Granby, he, with 
his legion, was detached to join Pickens, and lay 
fiege to Augufta, whilft general Greene, with the 
main army, marched to inveft Ninety-fix. Lee 
having joined Pickens, their firft attempt was 
againft Fort Golphin, fituated on the banks of the 


_Savannah, fome miles below Auguita, which was 


{fpeedily reduced by a detachment from Lee’s legi- 
on. ‘The two commanders now advanced with 
their whole force again{t Fort Cornwallis, at 
Augufta, and began to make regular approaches, 
and inveft it in form. At Augufta lieutenant- 


‘colonel Browne ftill commanded, and prepared to 


defend it with that fpirit and refolution which he 
had manifefted:on a former occafion, when be- 
fiezed by colonel Clarke. Although the works 
of the befiegers were puthed on with vigour, and 

Ddgz their 
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CHA P. their approaches: made with judgment, no advan- 

* tage was for a confiderable time obtained over the 

1781, Vigilant and brave commander of the garrifon. 

But at length the fame mode of attack, the efh- 

cacy of which had been tried at Fort Watfon, was 

here alfo adopted with fuccefs. Works were con- 

ftructed of a fufficient height to overlook the fort, 

from whence rifle-men fired with fuch unerring 

aim, that the artillery men-were either killed or 

driven from their guns ; and none of the garrifon 

could fhew themfelves without being fhot down. 

pres Neceflity, therefore, at laft obliged colonel Browne 

furrendered to capitulate, and the fort, after a gallant defence, 
to theAme- Was furrendered on the fifth of June. | 


ricans. 
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State of the Britifb Army at Ninety-fix—The Siege of 
Ninety-/ix raifed-- Lord Rawdon, having arrived 
at Ninety-/ix, purfues General Greene—Lord 
Rawdon, with Half bis Force, marches to the 
Congaree—Retires to Orangeburgh- Hofiilities 
Sufpended by the intenfe Heat of the Seafon— 
Lord Rawdon, on account of his Health, embarks 
Sor Europe—-AGion between Colonel Siuart and 
General Greene, near the Eutaw Springs—Victo- 
ry in this Aétion claimed by both Parties. 
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ar the mean time general Greene had laidC HAP. 
fiege to  Ninety-fix. Ninety-fix took its XLUI. 


name from being that number of miles. diftant 
from the town of.Kecowee, in the Cherokee 
country, and, like other villages on the frontiers 
of the colonies, was originally furrounded with a 
ftockade for the proteétion of the inhabitants 
again{t any fudden affault from the Indians. 


ter it came into the poffeffion of the Britith troops, 


7816 


State of the 
Af- Britifh gar- 
rifon at 


in the year 1780, fome other works were added, Ninety-fx. 


the principal of which, called, from its form, the 
Star, was on the right of the village, It was 
planned by lieutenant Haldane of the engineers, 
aid-du-camp to lord Cornwallis, and confifted of 
fixteen falient and .re-entering angles, with a dry 
ditch, fraife, and abbatis: But the whole of the 
works were in an unfinifhed ftate at the com- 
mencement of the fiege. i 
When 
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CHAP. When lord Rawdon found himfelf under the 
XLII. neceflity of evacuating Camden, and abandoning 


1781. 


‘the upper country of South Carolina, he was 
well aware of the danger of Ninety-fix, from the 
difficulty of fending fuccours to fupport. a poft at 
fuch a diftance: Repeated exprefles were there- 
fore fent to lieutenant-colonel Cruger, who com- 
manded the garrifon, directing him to evacuate 

his poft, retire to Augutta, and, after joining his 
force with that under colonel Browne, and taking 
the command of the whole, to act according to 
his difcretion, and as circumftances fhould point 
out. In cafe thefe fhould fail, lord Rawdon had 

‘alfo taken the precaution of ‘directing lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour to difpatch other meflengers from 
Charleftown with the like orders. But fo univer- 
{fal was the difaffeétion of the inhabitants of the 
country, and fo well had they guarded all the 
roads and paths leading to Ninety-fix, that. not 
one of all the meffengers arrived in falety. 
Lieutenant-colonel Cruger was therefore totally 
ignorant of the fituation of the army under lord 

Rawdon; nor had he any information of the ace 
tion at Hobkirk’s Hill, and the fubfequent evacu- 
ation of Camden, but from an American officer 
who happened to be made prifoner: But he knew 
well the difaffection of the province, and the in- 
veterately hoftile difpofition of the inhabitants 
around him, and had alfo reafon to.apprehend an 
attack from the American army, In this fate of 
uncertainty, with refpect to the poflibility of ob- 
taining fuccours. and under {uch circumftances 
of apprehended danger, he thought it incumbent 
upon him to put his poft in the beft poffible ftate 
of defence. ‘The whole garrifon was immediately 
{et to work, the officers cheerfully fharing in the 
Jabour with the common foldiers , and by their 
united exertions a bank of earth parapet high 

was 
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was in a fhort time thrown up round the ftock- CHAP. 
ade; and the whole ftrengthened by an abbatis. *LIH. 
Block-houfes were alfo erected in the village, tra- ,.g,, 
verfes made for the fecurity of the troops, and ca- 
poniers or covered communications between 
different parts of the works. It has been already 
obferved that a regular work called the Star de- 
fended the right of the village; and on the left 
of it was a valley, through which ran a rivulet 
that fupplied the place with water. The country 
prifon having been fortified, commanded the val- 
ley on one fide, and a ftockade that was erected 
on the left covered it on the other. But for the 
_ defence of all thefe works there were only three 
pieces of artillery, and even for thefe a feanty and 
infufficient fupply of ammunition. The garrifon 
itfelf was not numerous: It confifted of about one 
hundred and fifty men of the firft battalion of De- 
lancey’s, and two hundred of the fecond battalion 
of New Jerfey volunteers, both of them provincial — 
regiments, and raifed fince the commencement of 
the war. But as they had been conftantly em- 
ployed in active fervice fince the year 1776, they 
were at this time, for their number, perhaps 
equal to any troops. ‘To thefe were added about 
two hundred loyal militia under a colonel King : 
And to their honour it is to be related, that al- 
though they had the Britifh commander’s permiffi- 
on to quit the garrifon, and, being provided with 
good horfes, might have effected their retreat ei- 
ther to Charleftown or Georgia, they nobly dif- 
dained to quit their poft in the hour of danger, 
and turning their horfes loofe in the woods, de- 
termined to aflift in the defence of the place, and 
abide the fateof the garrifon. The Britifh com- 
mander was induced to offer this permiffion both 
from motives of policy and humanity: He appre- 
hended a fcarcity of provifions, if the fiege 
fhould 
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fhould be foun out to any length ; and from what 
had happened too often already, he had reafon to 


“fear, that, fhould the place. ultimately fall, even 


the folemn engagements of a capitulation would 
not be fufficient to fecure to the militia their ftipu- 
lated rights, nor protect them againft the ven- 
geance of their countrymen. : 

Such was the flate of the garrifon at Ninety-fix, 
and in this condition were the works, when the 
advance of the American army appeared in fight, 
of. it on the twenty-firft of May. In the evening 
general Greene encamped his whole army in a 
wood within cannon-fhot of the village, and in 
the night, as if he meant to intimidate the garri- 
fon by his boldnefs, two works were thrown up 
within feventy paces of the fortifications Had 
he been acting again{t a raw and undifciplined 
militia, his temerity might have been excufable ; 
but both the Britifh commander and his garrifon 
had feen too much fervice not to take advantage 
of fo rafh a proceeding, and to teach him to. his 
coft to fhew them a little more refpect. By ele- 
ven in the morning of the twenty-fecond of May, 
a platform was prepared in one of the falient an- 
gles of the Star, oppofite to the American works, 
for receiving the three pieces of artillery, and 
under cover of an intceflant cannonade from them, 
and continued peals of mufquetry from the para- 
pet, a party of only thirty men fallied from the 
Star, entered the American works, and put tothe 
bayonet every one they. found, Thefe were fol- 
lowed by another party from the loyal militia, 
who quickly demolified the works, and loaded fe- 
veral negroés with the intrenching tools of the 
Americacs. Although general Greene put his 
whole army in motion to fupport his people 
in the trenches, the bufinefs was fo expeditioufly 
performed, that both the detachments returned 

| within 
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within the fortifications without fuftaining any C HA P. 


other injury than the lofs of the oficer* who 
gallantly commanded the firft party that fallied 
forth. To the regret of the whole garrifon, ‘he 
received a wound, of which he died the follow- 
ing night. 
Inthe nightofthe twenty-third of May, the Ame- 
ricaris again broke ground; but at the refpectful 
diftance of four hundred yards, and beyond a ra- 
vine From this point they continued to make re- 
gular and guarded approaches; but worked fo ex- 
peditioufly, that although they were frequently 
interrupted by fallies from the garrifon, they had 
completed their fecond parallel by the third of 
June. The adjutant-general of the American 
army was now fent to fummon the Britifh com- 
mander to furrender his poft. He prefented to 
the officer who received him, a paper figned by 
himfelf ;’ difplaying in pompous language the late 
fuccefles of the Americans; declaring that the 
garrifon had every thing to hope from their gene- 
rofity, and to fear from their refentment ; calling 
upon the commanding officer to furrender without 
delay ; and threatening, if he perfifted in a fruit- 
lefs refiftance, to make him perfonally refponfible 
for all the confequences. In anfwer to a paper of 
fo extraordinary a nature, not figned by general 
Greene, the Britifh commander contented him. 
felf with dire€ting a meflage to be delivered to the 
American adjutant-general, importing, that lieu- 
tenant-colonel Cruger was determined to defend 
his poft to the laft extremity, and that general 
Greene’s promifes and threats were alike indif- 
ferent to him. | 


* Lieutenant Roney of Delancey’s fecond battalion. 
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The American batteries were now opened from 
their fecond parallel, and a heavy crofs fre com- 
menced, which enfiladed feveral of the works. 
The enemy alfo pufhed on a fap againft the Star, 
and continued to advance their batteries, one of 
which, conltructed of gabions, was erected within’ 
thirty-five yards of the abbatis, and raifed forty 
feethigh, fo as to overlook the works of thé gar- 


_tifon. Riflemen pofted upon the top of it did con- 


fiderable execution, and proved fo incommodious 
to thofe who worked the artillery, that the guns 
of the Star were neceflarily unmanned during the 
day, and uled only in the night. The garrifon 
tried to burn the battery by firing heated fhot, 


but, from the want of furnaces, did not fucceed ; 


and the only precaution which they could take 
againft this deftruétive fire of the rifleemen, was 
to crown their parapets with fand-bags. Loop- 


holes were however. left for the loyal militia to 


fire through; and with their rifles they alfo did 
confiderable execution. An attempt was made 
by the enemy to fet fire to the barracks by fhoot- 
ing African arrows: But the Britifh commander 
fruftrated their defign by directing all the build- 


ings to be unroofed, a meafure from which both 


officers and men were expofed, during the re- 
‘mainder of the fiege, to all the pernicious effeéts 
of the night-air: Neverthelefs, fuch was their 
zeal for the fervice, and fuch their confidence in 


‘lieutenant colonel Cruger, that his: order was 


obeyed with the utmoft ‘alacrity. 
The garrifon was now-deftined to have their 
feelings wounded ‘by an exhibition which they 
were not prepared to expect. ‘This was the con- 
trivance of lieutenant-colonel Lee. When he 
joined the American army on the eighth of June, 
after the reduction of Augufta, he brought with 
ee : him 
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him the Britith prifoners; and either to gratifyC HA P. 


his vanity, or for fome other caufe, hitherto un+ 
explained, marched them paft Ninety-fix, in ct a 
view of the garrifon, with all the parade of mar- 
tial mufic, and preceded by a Britith ftandard re- 
verfed. If the intention was to difcourage the 
garrifon, it failed entirely of its effect, or rather 
produced an oppofite one. Fired with indigna- 


tion at a fight fo unbecoming, they determined to. 


encounter every danger, and endure every hard- 


-{hip, rather than fall: into the hands of an enemy 
‘capable of difgracing their fuccefs by fo wanton 


an infult offered to their prifoners. 
The American army, ftrengthened by the 


‘junction of the troops who had reduced Augutta, 


began to make approaches again{t the ftockade 
fort on the left of the village, which kept open the 
communication with the water. The operations 
on this fide were entrufted to lieutenant-colonel 
Lee, whilft general Greene continued to direct 


‘thofe againft the Star. In the night of the ninth 
‘of June a fortie was made by two ftrong parties 
‘of the garrifon. ‘The party to the right entering 


the enemy’s trenches, penetrated to a battery of 


‘four guns, which nothing but the want of {pikes 


and hammers prevented them from deftroying. 
Here they difcovered the mouth of a mine in- 
tended to be carried under a-curtain of the Star, 
and had nearly taken the chief engineer of the 


Americans, who happened to be viewing it at the - 
-time of the fortie. In'making his efcape he was 
- wounded, - ‘The other divifion upon the left fell in 
‘with the covering party of the Americans, puta 
number of them to the bayonet, and made their 


commanding officer prifoner. Although lieute- 
nant-colonel Lee broke ground at’a refpectful dif- 
tance: from the ftockade on the left, and made his 


epee with-great-caution, he neverthelefs loft 
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iis lofles, and vexed at meeting with fo much op- 
pofition, he fuffered his impatience, on the twelfth 
of June, to get the better of his difcretion. At 
eleven in the forenoon he directed a ferjeant and 
fix men to advance with lighted combuttibles, and 
fet fire to the abbatis: The party advanced, and 
attempted-to execute their orders, but not one of 
them returned. ‘The garrifon fired upon them, 
and the whole fell a facrifice to the rafhnefs of 
their commander, who was obliged to folicit a 
truce to bury the dead. When the cannon ar- 
rived from Augufta which this officer had direCted 
to be fent after him, he redoubled his efforts ; and 
by the feventeenth of June the ftockade fort was 
fo completely enfiladed by a triangular fire, that, 
being no longer tenable, it was evacuated in the 
night, and without lols. 3 | 
About this time the fufferings of the garrifon be- 
gan to be extreme for want of water. A well had 
been dug in the Star with great labour, but no 
water was to be found; nor was any to be pro- 
cured except from the rivulet on the left, within 
piftol-fhot of the enemy. In the day nothing 
could be done: But in the night, naked negroes 
being fent out, whofe bodies in the darknefs were 
not diftinguifhable from the trees that furrounded 
them, with great hazard to themfelves, brought 
ina {canty fupply. That the defence of the place, 


-under fuch circumftances of diftrefs, could not be 


much longer protracted, appears obvious enough. 
But the Britifh commander, even.in this extre- 
mity, was not difcouraged.. He placed his confi- 
dence in the well-known zeal, activity, and enter- 
prife of lord Rawdon, who he did not doubt 
would come to his relief the moment he could 


_do it-with propriety, and in the mean time, un- 


der all his difficulties, he hoped to maintain his 
poft 
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poft until his arrival, Whilft the Britifh com- 4 4 Se 
mander was exerting himfeif to infufe fimilar fen- *™'<" , 


timents into the garrifon, and encouraging them 
to perfevere, an American loyalift, in open day, 
under the fire of the enemy, having rode through 
their piquets and reached the village, delivered a 
verbal meflage from lord Rawdon, ‘ that he had 
‘* pafled Orangeburgh, and was in full march to 
‘* raife the fiege.”” At fuch a crifis, the profpec& 
of fpeedy relief difpelled the cloud from every 


brow: An unufual degree of animaticn fucceeded: 


Their prefent diftrefles were no longer thought 
of; and the only obje& that occupied their minds, 
was the fuccefsful defence of the place until the 
joyful period of lord Rawdon’s arrival. 

Although that officer, upon receiving intelli- 
gence of the fiege of Ninety-fix, felt the ftrongeft 


inclination to relieve it, an object of ftill greater. 


importance, the fecurity of Charleftown in the 
prefent difaffected ftate of the country, demanded 
his firft attention, and obliged him for fome time 
to remain near the fea-coaft. Fortunately, how- 
ever, the arrival of three regiments from Ireland 
on the third of June, placed the one in a ftate of 


fafety, and enabled him to march to the relief of 


the other. On the feventh of June he left Char- 
leftown, taking with him the flank companies of 
the three newly-arrived regiments, and being 
joined by the troops from Monk’s Corner, pro- 
ceeded on his march with all the expedition that 
the heat of the weather, then beginning to be in- 


1781. 


tenfe, would permit. The route he took inclined June. 


a little to the right of the dire&t road to Ninety- 
fix, and was chofen for the fake of enabling him to 
get between general Greene and his detachments 
on the Congaree. His whole force amounted to 
near eighteen hundred infantry, and one hundred 
and fifty cavalry. ¢ Pan. 
General 
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General Greene had regular intelligence of lord 
Rawdon’s movements; and finding from his pro- 
grefs that it would be impoflible to reduce Ninety- 
fix by regular approaches before his arrival, 
determined to hazard an affault. Although the 


American works were not entirely finifhed, they 


were in a ftate of great forwardnefs: Their third 
parallel was completed, and a mine and two 
trenches had been pufhed on within a few feet of 
the ditch. In the morning of the eighteenth of 
June a heavy cannonade was begun from all the 
American batteries: At noon two parties advanc- 
ed under cover of the trenches which approached 
neareft to the works, and made lodgments in the 
ditch: Thefe wereimmediately followed by other: 
parties with hooks to draw down the fand-bags, 
and tools to reduce the parapet. ‘Lhe rifle men, 
in the mean time, pofted on: their battery, were 


‘ready to take aim at every Britifh foldier that ap- 


peared ; and the Virginia and Maryland brigades, 


‘having manned the lines of the third parallel, fired 


from them by platoons. The right flank of the: 
enemy. was expofed to the fire of a three-pounder, - 
as well’ as to that of the block-houfes in the vil- 
lage; and major Greene, who commanded in the 
Star, with much honour to himfelf, and benefit 
to the fervice, from the. beginning of the fiege, 


had his detachment ready to receive them on the ~ 


parapetiwith bayonets and {pears. As the main- 
body of the American army did not advance be- 
yond the third: parallel, and was contented with ~— 
fupporting the parties in the ditch by an inceflant’ » 
fire from the trenches, the garrifon determined to | 
put a fpeedy period to the affault by an effort of : » 
gallantry which confounded the enemy. ‘Two 
parties of thirty men each, one under captain 
Campbell of the New. Jerfey volunteers, and the 
other under captain French of Delancey’s, iflued. © 
: from 


Greene, feeing it ufelefs any longer to continue 
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from the fally-port in the rear of the Star, entered CHAP. 


the ditch, and taking oppofite direétions, charged XLII. 
the Americans who had made the lodgment. with 
fuch impetuofity, that they drove every thing be- 
fore them until they met in the oppofite quarter. 
‘The bayonet being the. only. weapon ufed, the 
carnage was great: Lyen,the American accounts 
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admit that two-thirds. of their people who entered 


the ditch were either killed-or wounded. General The fiege 
of Ninety- 
fo hopelefs an attempt, called off his troops, anu 2% ™&¢- 
in the evening of the following day finally -raifed 

the fiege. His. baggage having. been previoufly 

fent off, his army marched with great expedition, 

and on the twentieth crofled.the Saluda. The lofs 

of the enemy, during the fiege, according to their 

own accounts, amounted to. one hundred and. 
fixty-fix men, including. one colonel, three cap. 

tains, and five lieutenants :, But-as the lofs of the 

militia, who,. it is faid, on this eccafion bore the 
proportion of three to.one to the troops in the 

pay of congrels, was not included. in-their returns, 

their total lofs muft- have beea.-much greater. 

‘That of the garrifon. amounted to ‘twenty-feven 

killed, and fifty-eight woundeds. -Lieutenant-Ro. 

ney was the only commiffioned officer killed ; 

and captains French and Smith of Delancey’s, 

with captain Barbarie. and.lieutenant Hatton of 

the New Jerfey volunteers, . were among {t» the 
wounded, On the twenty-firlt of June, in ME a na 
morning, lord Rawdon arrived at Ninety-fix, and iinioler 
when he found that general Greene had retreated attived a 
“ : __ Ninety-fix, 
acrofs the Saluda, neither the heat of the weather purfues ge 
nor the fatigue of the troops, after fo long a neral 
march, prevented his lordthip from fetting outin “~~ 
purfuit of him the fame evening. But fo rapid 

was the flight of the Americans, that he foon per- 
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don, with 
half his 
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marches to 
the Conga- 
ree. 
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ceived there was little profpect of overtaking 
- them. Neverthelefs, the purfuit, under many 
wants, and the rage of a burning fun, was con- 
tinued as fatras the banks of the Enoree, when 
his lordthip, finding it in vain to proceed any far- 
ther, returned towards Ninety-fix. As the poft 
of Ninety-fix was. now to be evacuated, being 
without the limits to which the Britifh comman- 
ders, from. recent circumftances, had determined 
to confine their defence, lord Rawdon thought it 


neceflary to pay all due attention to the loyal inha- 


bitants who had remained faithful to their engage- 
ments. He convened the principal perfons amongit 
them, and offered, if they chofe to remain, and 
would undertake the defence of their diftri@ 
againft their own difaffected inhabitants, to leave 
a party. for their countenance and afliftance, and 
from time to time to fend fuch reinforcements 
from the Congaree as might be equal to any force 
that general Greene could fpare for invading 
them; but: if they were unwilling to remain, he 
promifed that care fhould be taken for the removal 
of them and their families within the new frontier 
about to be eftablifhed. The inhabitants accepted 


the laft of thefe propofals: and in order effec- 


tually to grant that protection which he had pro- 
mifed, lord Rawdon left more than half his force 
with lieutenant-colonel Cruger, to efcort them 
when they fhould be ready to move, whilft he, 
with eight hundred infantry, and fixty cavalry 
marched towards the Congaree. 

Although general Greene, in his retreat from 


_Ninety-fix, had pafled not only the Enoree, but 


_ operations on the Congaree, where it was fuppof- 


Tyger and Broad Rivers, no fooner did he hear 
that Lord Rawdon had dieaaed his force, than he 
returned, with a view of interrupting his lordfhip’s 


ed 


- he 
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ed he meant toeftablifh:a poft. Lord Rawdon, it CHA P. 
‘is probable, would not -have undertaken his march XLUL. 
to that part of the country with fo diminifhed a aa 
force, had he not expected to be met there by a 
{trong corps from Charleftown, which he had: at 
firft ordered to take poft at Orangeburgh, and af- 
terwards to join him upon the Congaree at an ap- 
pointed time. From fome caufe or other, this 
corps, after it had begun its march, was recalled 
by orders from Charleftown; and, unfortunately, 
the letter from the commanding officer, acquaint- : 
ing lord Rawdon with his recal, and the impofli- 
bility of meeting him at the time appointed, was 
intercepted and carried to general Greene. Upon 
the receipt of this letter he prefled forward on his 
march with redoubled expedition, hoping to ob- 
tain fome advantage over lord Rawdon, whilft he 
waited for a reinforcement that was not to join 
-him. Soon after his lordthip’s arrival at the Con- 
garee, one of his foraging parties was furprifed by 
Lee’s legion, and about forty cavalry were made 
prifoners. ‘Uhe appearance of the enemy’s light 
troops in that quarter of the country, quickly con- 
vinced his lordfhip that general Greene’s army 
was at no great diflance; andas he had not been 
joined by his reinforcement at the appointed time, 
he thought it neceflary to take meafures for his 
own fecurity. Accordingly he retired from the 
Congaree, and marched for Orangeburgh, where 
he expected to meet the reinforcement from 
Charleftown. After forcing his paflage at noon 
day, in the face of the enemy, over a creek; the 
bridges of which were broken down and its fords 
guarded by Lee’s legion, he without further mo- 
leftation arrived at Orangeburgh, and was joined retires to 
the next day by lieutenant-colonel Stuart, with the Orang 

° ° ure. . 
third regiment, from Charleftown. the 
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General Greene, finding that lord Rawdon by 
his activity and enterprife had extricated himfelf 
from the danger to which he was expofed, collec- 
ed all the militia he could, and-advanced with his 
army within five miles of the Britifh encampment, 
which at the head of his cavalry he reconnoitred 
in the evening, lord Rawdon giving him no inter- 
ruption, as he wifhed for nothing more than an 
attack in his prefent pofition. But the American 
commander, initead of preparing for an attack, 
decamped in the night, and retiring towards the 
Congaree, had pafled that river before lord Raw- 
don was apprized of his retreat. It is probable 
that general Greene’s retreat was haftened by in- 
telligence received about, this time, that lieute- 
nant-colonel Cruger, after evacuating Ninety-fix, 
and conducting the loyal inhabitants and their fa- 
milies fafely within the Britifh pofts, was advanc- 
ing to join lord Rawdon with the reft of the army. 
Whilft the main American army retired acrofs the 
Congaree, Sumpter, Lee, and Marion, with their — 
refpective corps, were detached by different routes __ 
to the lower part of the country, for the purpofe 
of harafling the Britifh outpofts, and waylaying — 
their convoys. They fucceeded in taking fome — 
waggons with baggage and ftores, but failed in | 
an attempt upon the nineteenth regiment at Monk’s ~ 
Corner. 

The weather now became fo intenfely hot, that 
hoftilities for fome time were neceflarily fufpend- | 
ed: General Greene retired with his army to the | 
high hills of Santee, where he was foon afterwards 
joined by the different corps under Lee, Sumpter, - 
and Marion; and lord Rawdon, on account of © 
ill health, availed himfelf, in this interval of in- — 
action, of his leave of abfence obtained fome time | 
before, and embarked for Europe. At his depar- 


ture, 
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ture, the command of the Britith troops in the CHAP. 
field devolved on lieutenant-colonel Stuart of the Lins 


third regiment, or Buffs. 

Although general Greene in the courfe of the 
prefent year had been driven from South Caro- 
lina into Virginia, was afterwards defeated in two 
general engagements, and finally obliged to raife 
the fiege of Ninety-fix, and fly with. great preci- 
pitation before the Britith army ; yet, through 
his own firmnefs and perfeverance, the fuccefles 
of his detachments againft the Britith outpotts, 
and the advantages derived from the general dif- 
affection of the inhabitants to the Britith caufe, 
he fucceeded in the main obje@ of the campaign. 
The Britith troops, haraffed and wearied out with 
the defence of an extenfive frontier, to which 
their force was unequal without the affiftance of 


the inhabitants, were obliged in the end to aban- 


don to him the greateft part of South Carolina ; 
the limits of their poffeflions being now confined 
within the three great rivers Santee, Congaree, 
and Edifto ; and before the end of the year, as 


will prefently be feen, their limits were contracted 


within a much narrower compafs. 

After the retreat of the Americans from Orange- 
burgh to the high hills of Santee, the Britifh ar- 
my under colonel Stuart moved forward to the 
Congaree, and encamped near the junétion of that 
river with the Waterée: In the mean time gene- 
ral Greene was reinforced by a brigade of conti- 
nental troops from North Carolina, -and intent 
upon profecuting his plan for the recovery of 
South Carolina, put his forces in motion as foon 
as the extreme heat began to abate. On the 
twenty-fecond of Auguft he marched from the 
high hills of Santee with an intention to give bat- 
tle.to the Britifh army, and proceeding up the 
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CHAP-northern banks of the Wateree, crofied it near 
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“Camden. From thence he directed his march to 


Friday’s Ferry on the Congaree, where he was 
joined by general Pickens with the militia of 
Ninety-fix, and by the South Carolina fate troops 
under colonel Henderfon. 
‘The Britifh commander, upon receiving intelli- 
‘gence that general Greene was on his march to 
attack him, fell back with his whole force to Eu- 
taw, about forty miles fromthe Congaree. This 
movement was made for the purpofe of meeting a 
convoy of provifions then on the road from 


_ Charleftown, rather than weaken the army whilft 


an attack was expected, by fending off fo ftrong 
an efcort as would have been neceflary for fecuring 
its fafe arrival. General Greene having paffed 
the Congaree, continued to advance towards Eu- 
taw, but by very flow marches, that he might give 
time to general Marion to join him with his _bri- 
gade of militia. This junction was made on the 
feventh of September, about feven miles from 
Eutaw; and at four in the morning of the follow- 
ing day, general Greene marched with his whole 
force to make his projected attack. At fix o’clock 
in the morning came in two deferters from 
Greene’s army, with intelligence that he was on 
his march to attack the Britifh army at Eutaw. 
Unfortunately their report was neither credited 
nor enquired into; but they themfelves fent to pri- 
fon. A party of four hundred men without arms, 
with a {mall guard to cover them, were fent in 
fearch of vegetables in the very road, on which 
the deferters gave information that general Greene 
was marching. ‘The event proved that the intelli- 
gence given by.the deferters was well founded. 
The unarmed‘rooting party and their fmall guard, 
making at the leaft-a third part of colonel Stuart’s 

force, 
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force, fell an eafy prey to Greene’s army; a few CH AP. 
ftraceling horfemen that efcaped, apprized the LHI. 
Britith commander of the enemy’s approach, at ,.8,, 
the fame time infufing a degree of panic inco all 
with whom they communicated. The Britifh were 
drawn up acrofs the road on the heights near the 
Eutaw Springs. The flank battalion, commanded Attion be- 
by major Majoribanks, covered the right flank of “cro” 
the army, his right being upon a rivulet with an and general 
interval of a hundred paces from the water ; his Cr?" 
left to the road was concealed by a very thick Eutaw 
hedge. ‘Two pieces of artillery, with a covering SPs" 
party of infantry, occupied the road. The re- 
mainder of the Britifh force extended to the left 
of the road, in an oblique direction. The front 
line of the American army was compofed of four 
battalions of militia; the fecond line, of three 
brigades of continental troops ; colonel Lee, with 
his legion, covered their right flank, and colonel 
Henderfon, with South Carolina ftate troops, their 
left: Colonel Wafhington, with his cavalry and 
the Delaware troops, formed their body of referve. 
Two three-pounders were in front of their line, 
and two fix-pounders with the fecond line. The 
legion and the ftate troops formed their advanced 

uard, and were to retreat on their flanks when 
the Britifh fhould form. The enemy attacked 
with great impetuofity ; the chief impreflion feem- 
ed.to be defigned againft the artillery on the road, 
and to turn the left of the Britifh. The preffure » 
of the enemy’s fire was fuch as compelled the third 
regiment, or Buffs, to give way, the regiment 
being compofed of new troops. The remains of 
thofe veteran corps, the fixty-third and fixty-fourth 
regiments, who had ferved the whole of tne war, 
loft none of their famein this action. They ruth- 
ed with bayonets into the midft of the enemy; 

nor 
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nor did they give ground, until overpowered by 

numbers and fevere flaughter. Various was the 

fuccefs in the centre and on the right. At this 

time colonel Wafhington, endeavouring to pafs 

through the right of the flank corps and the rivu- 

let, led his cavalry with great, gallantry to the 

charge. The flank corps received this charge with 

great fteadinefs, At the firft fire, colonel Wafh- 

ington was wounded and taken prifoner, and fe- 

veral of his men fell, which prevented a fimilar 

attack. The artillery on both fides was feveral 

times taken and retaken. 

. At this time the flank battalion, whofe poft had 

been paffed undifcovered by the main body of the 

enemy, wheeled round, and coming in the rear 

of the enemy, threw them into confufion, which 

being increafed by a fire from the New York vo- 

lunteers, under the command of major Sheridan, 

who had taken poft ina ftone houfe on the open 

ground upon the right of the road, decided the 
action, Inceflant peals of mufquetry from the 

windows poured deftruction upon the enemy, and 

effectually ftopped their further progrefs. Al- 

though feverely checked, the Americans were not 
difcouraged, and brought up four fix pounders to 

batter the houle: But the fire of the detachment. 
within continued to be fo well fupported, that the 

American artillery became ufelefs, and moft of 
the officers and men that were attached to it, were 

either killed or wounded. -In the mean time the 

left wing of the Britifh army having recovered | 
from its confufion, had again formed the line, and 
the battle was renewed with great fpirit in that 

quarter, The conteft was ob{tinate and bloody ; 

but the Americans were at laft obliged to retire. 

for want of cavalry, no purfuit could be made; 

whilft that of the enemy, which was numerous, 

ee covered 
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covered their retreat. They were obliged to aban- 
don two of the four pieces of cannon that had 
been brought up again{t the houfe, and they left 
behind them, according to their own account, 
one hundred and thirty-nine of their number kill. 
ed on the field of battle Their wounded, which 
may be fuppofed to bear the ufual proportion to 
the killed, were carried off during the action. 
About fixty of the enemy were made prifoners, 
and amoneft them lieutenant-colonel Wafhington, 
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who commanded their referve. The wholélofs of 


the Americans in this action may be eftimated at 


more than feven hundred * men, including fixty 


commiflioned officers, of whom feventeen were 
killed and forty-three wounded. The lofs of the 
Britifh army was alfo very great; it amounted to 
eighty five ‘killed, three hundred and fifty-one 
wounded, and two hundred and filty-feven mif- 
fing; in all, fix hundred and ninety-three men, 
including twenty-nine commiflioned officers, three 
of whom were killed, fixteen wounded, and ten 
milling. 

The incidents attending this ation gave occafi- 
on to both commanders to claim the victory. Ge 
neral Greene founded his pretenfions upon the re- 
treat of the Britifh line, and its being purfued to 
the houfe and open ground in the rear; and moft 
afluredly, for fome time, the fortune of the day 
feemed to beentirely in favour of the Americans. 


* The account here given does not agree with the returns 
publifhed by congrefs: But that return, as given in Tarleton’s 
Appendix, appears, upon the face of it, to be incorrect ‘The 
particulars do not make up the fum total. The namber here efti- 
mated fuppofes the wounded to have borne. the u‘ual proportion 
tothe flain. The flain being Jeft on the ficld of battle, their 
number could. not be concealed. .Ramfay fates, that the ets of 
general Marion’s brigade of militia is not iacladed in the retarn 


publithed by congrels. 
| The 


Victory in 
this action 


” claimed b 


both par- 
ties. 
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CHA P. The Britifh commander, on the other hand, reft- 
_ XLUL ¢éd-hisiclaim of vi€tory upon this ground, that al- 
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’ though a temporary advantage had been obtained 
aver part of the Britifh line, which rendered a 
retreat heceflary, yet the troops, who had thus 
retreated, afterwards formed. and tenewed the 


battle with fo much fpirit, that the Americans 


were ultimately obliged to quit the field; and re- 
tire to a ftrong pofition feven miles in their rear. 
This action was neverthelefs-celebrated in Ameri- 
ca asa great and glorious victory ; and in com- 
memoration -of it the congrefs voted a Britifh 
ftandard and gold medal to be prefented to gene- 
ral Greene. That it was a bloody, hard-fought 
action, the lofs on both fides fufficiently teftifes ; 
but that neither party obtained a decifive advan- 
tage over the other, the condu& of both com- 
manders after the action plainly demonftrates. 
The Britifh commander remained upon the ground 
the night after the action and the following day, 
without any attempt being made by general 
Greene to moleft him; and when he afterwards 
retired to Monk’s Corner for the fafety and pro- 
tection of his wounded, the American commander 
contented himfelf with advancing to the ground 
left by the Britith troops, and foon afterwards re- 
treated to his former encampment on the high hills 
of Santee, placing a large river between him and 


the Britifh army. The. reafonable conclufion to. 
‘be drawn from the conduét of both feems to be 


this, that in the aétion both armies fuffered fo 
much, that for fome time afterwards neither of 


them was in a fituation to undertake any thing ~ 


again{t the other. Indeed this was the laft action 
of any confequence that happened in South ‘Caro- 
lina between the king’s troops and the Americans: 

The former, from this time, chiefly confined 


_themfelves to Charleftown Neck and fome pofts in 


its 
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its neighbourhood; the fecurity of that town ap- CHAP. 
pearing to be their principal object; and general SLUT. 
Greene either was not, or did not think himfelf,  ,7g,, 
in fufficient force to reduce it. In this action the 

Britith loft one. field-piece, and took two from the 
Americans. 
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Operations of the Britifh Army in Virginia under the 
Command of General Philips—Deftruétion of Ame- 
rican Stores— Death of General Philips—funétion 
between the Armies under Lord Cornwallis and 
General Arnold—Charlotteville furptifed by Colo- 
nel Tarleton—Stratagem pratlifed with Succes by 
Colonel Simcoe on Baron Steuben—Unfavourable 
Afpect of American Affairs—Apprehenfion of Sir 
Henry Clinton for the fafety of New York—Lord 
Cornwallis criffis Fames River, and retires to 
Port{mouth—Evacuates Port/mouth, and concen- 
trates hts Force at York and Gloucefter— Function 
of the Forces of Wafhington and Rochambeau— 
Naval Operations-—T he French Fleet under Count 
de Graffe arrives in the Chefapeak—Partial Adon 
between the Count de Graffe and Admiral Graves 
—New London taken by General Arnold.. 


CHAP Da ge it had been determined to carry the 
XLIv. war into the fouthern colonies, firft a detach- 
“—.—~ ment, as has already been mentioned, under gene- 
1781. ral Leflie, and another afterwards under general 
Arnold, amounting to about fixteen hundred, were 

fent by the commander in chief from New York 

into Virginia, for the double purpofe of deftroy- 

ing the enemy’s ftores, and of aflifting, by means 

of a diverfion, the operations of lord Cornwallis 

in the two Carolinas ; the firft of which fervices 

was performed to a very confiderable extent. A 

plan was formed by general Wathington for en- 


trapping 
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trapping Arnold, and taking him and his whole de- C H 4 P. 
tachment ; which, however, was defeated by the XLV. 
backwardnefs of the French, and the goodconduct ,.g,, 
of the Englifh admiral. 

A reinforcement of two thoufand Britifh troops, 
under the command of general Philips, arrived 
fafely in the.Chefapeak on the twenty-fixth of 
March. ‘The general, being of fuperior rank to 
Arnold, now aflumed the command of the whole 
Britifh force in Virginia; and although, after, 
viewing the poft at Portfmouth, he was of opini- the cs 
on that it could not be enor fecure, and was cat neal 
alfo too extenfive to be defended by any number sec ag 
of men that could be fpared from the other exi- command 
gencies of the fervice; yet, as the works that had A Seda 
been begun were in a great ftate of forwardnefs, 
he continued to employ the troops upou them un- 
til they were finifhed, which happened about the 
middle of April. The general being then at 
liberty to purfue other objects, after leaving a gar- 
rifon at Portfmouth, embarked the troops, on the 
eighteenth of April, on board the {malleft veflels 
of the fleet, and proceeded up James River. The 
obje& in view was, in the firft place, to difperfe a 
body of militia who were faid to have aflembled at 
Williamfburg, the former feat of government in 
Virginia, and afterwards to deftroy fuch of the 
enemy’s public ftores, on the fouth fide of James 
River, as had not fallen within the range of gene- 
ral Arnold’s expedition. The army having land- 
ed at Burrel’s Ferry, was immediately marched to 
Williamfburg ; but the militia collected there had 
already fled. ‘hey now proceeded, in different 
divifions and detachments, to diftrefs and weaken 
the enemy as much as poflible, by deitroying all 
the means by which they might be enabled to 
fupport the war. If Virginia had been hitherto pp aon 
favoured, it feems to have been determined at this of Ameri- 

time {tores. 
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CHAP. time to infli& upon it amore than common porti. 
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Death of 


lips. 


on of vengeance : And, fo vulnerable is that pro- 
vince, by the joint operation of a land and naval 
force, that the Britifh troops committed the great- 
eft devaftations without any ferious a or 
fuftaining any lofs. 

General Philips, having proceeded up the river 
as far as he intended to go, marched his army back 
to Ofborne’s, a village on the banks of James 
River, and from thence to Bermuda Hundr ad, op- 
pofite to City Point, where the fleet was ready to 


receive him. On the fecond of May the troops 


were reimbarked, and the fleet moved flowly dowa 
the river. As the marquis de la Fayette followed 
by land with his army, it was thought to have been 


general Philips’s intention, after decoying him to 


a fufficient diftance down the river, to have em- 
braced the firft favourable breeze of wind, and 
fuddenly returning, to have landed above him, 
By fuch a manceuvre the marquis de la Fayette 
would have been fhut up between York and James 
River, and to extricate himfelf muft have rifqued 
an engagement, or hazarded the lofs of the great- 
eft part of his force by attempting to pafs either 
of thofe rivers in the view of the Britifh army. 
But on the feventh of May a letter was received 
from lord Cornwallis, informing the general of 
his march towards Virginia, and propofing Peterf- 
burgh as the place where he would with to find 


_the Britifh army. Upon the receipt of this letter, 


orders were immediately given for the fleet to 
move up theriver. Onedivifion of the army was 
landed at Brandon, and another proceeded to City 
Point; and on the ninth both met at Peterfburgh, 

where they furprifed fome of the marquis de la 
Fayette’s officers, who had been fent forward to 
provide quarters for his army. General Philips 


gencralPhi- a+ this time lay dangeroufly ill: He had been at- 
tacked 
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tacked by a fever fome days before, the progrefs CH 4 P. 
of which was fo rapid, and its fymptoms fo malig- rae 
nant, that by the time of the army’s arrival at Pe- - ,»g,, 
terfburgh he was no longer capable of giving 

orders, and died four days after. By his death 

the command of the troops devolved again on bri- 
gadier-general Arnold. 

In the mean time lord Cornwallis had arrived — 
at Halifax on the banks of the Roanoke, within 
fixty miles of Peterfburgh. In his march from 
Wilmington to that place he had met with fcarce- 
ly any interruption, a corps of one hundred and 
eighty cavalry, and fixty mounted infantry, that 
preceded the army under the command of lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton, being fufficient to difperfe 
any {mall bodies of militia that were aflembling in 
order to obftrué its progrefs. Colonel Tarleton, 
in this expedition, was accompanied by that valua- 
ble partizan, colonel Hamilton, of the North 
Carolina regiment ; to whom, perhaps, the Britifh 
nation owed more than to’ any other individual 
loyalift in the Britifh fervice™. 

Lord Cornwallis, having fent forward Tarleton Juntion 
with the cavalry, and general Arnold having de- es 
tached Simcoe with the queen’s rangers, to take under lord 
poffeflion of the fords on the Nottoway and the toner 
Meherrin, the only rivers that intervened, a junc- arnold. 
tion of the two armies took place at Peterfburgh 
on the twentieth of May. Lord Cornwallis of 
courfe aflumed the command of the whole. 

It will be remembered, that when the fleet went 
down James River from Bermuda Hundred, the 
marquis de la Fayette followed it with his army 
by land. But as foon as it began to return, he 
marched back with all the difpatch hecould. He 


* At Halifax fome enormities were committed by the Britifh 
that were a difgrace to the name of man. 


rightly 


Boyt OR Y: OF) HE 


CHA P. rightly judged it to be the intention of general 
XLIV. 
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Philips to take pofleflion of Peterfburgh, in order 
to facilitate a junGtion with earl Cornwollis, and 
he hoped, by forced marches, to reach that place 
before him. The expedition with which the Bri- 
tifh troops returned, entirely fruftrated his inten- 
tion; and upon his arrival at Ofborne’s on the 
fouth fide of James River, he found they were al- 
ready in poflefon of Peterfburgh. Thus foiled 
in his defign, he re-crofled James River, and took 
a pofition on the north fide of it, between Rich- 
mond and Wilton. 

It feems to have been lord Cornwallis’s firft ob- 
jet to endeavour to {trike a blow at the marquis ; 
his next, to deftroy fuch of the enemy’s ftores as 
might be within his reach after the American army 
had been either. defeated or obliged to retire ; and 
laitly, after proceeding to the execution of thefe 
objects, which prebably might be accomplifhed by 
the time he could hear from New York, to keep . 
himfelf. difengaged from any operation that could 
interfere with the plan that might be devifed by 
the commander in chief for the further profecuti- 
on of the campaign. Having fettled his own 
temporary plan of operations, lord Cornwallis 
marched from Peterfburgh on the twenty-fourth 
of May, and croffed James River at Weftover, 
about thirty miles below Fayette’s encampment*. 
The Britifh army was already greatly fuperior, to 
the continental force in Virginia, and about this 
time it was confiderably increafed by the arrival 
of two Britifh regiments, and two battalions of 
Anfpach troops from New York, fent by the com- 
mander in chief (who had not yet received intel- 


* The channel of the river where the Britifh croffed exceed - 
edtwo miles. The paffage was effected by fwimming the horfes 
over a part, and wading through the reft. 

: ligence 


& 
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ligence of lord Cornwallis’s arrival to reinforce CH 4 P. 

general Philips, under an apprehenfion that when XLV. 

the Americans heard of lord Cornwallis’s march pee: 

to the northward, they might make fome attempt 
to overpower general Philips before a junction of 
the two armies could be effected. Of this rein- 
forcement the forty-third regiment alone joined 
the army: ‘he other Britifh regiment, and the 
two battalions of Anfpach, were fent to ftrengthen 
the garrifon at Portfmouth. 
The force under Fayette being fo much inferior 
to that which was oppofed to him, he decamped 
from the neighbourhood of Richmond, as foon as 
he heard that lord Cornwallis had croffed James 
River, and retired towards the back-country, in- 
clining his route to the northward, that he might 
be in readinefs to form a junction with general 
Wayne, who was on his march through Maryland 
to reinforce him with eight hundred men of the 
Penfylvania line. he Britifh army for fome time 
‘followed the route taken by the marquis de la 
Fayette, and in this direction proceeded as far as 
the upper part of Hanover County, deftroying in 
their way whatever public ftores they found. But 
Fayette’s movements were fo rapid, that lord 
Cornwallis foon found it would be in vain to fol- 
low him, and impoffible to prevent a junétion be- 
tween him and general Wayne: His lordfhip’s 
attention was therefore directed to other objects 
more attainable, which the intelligence received 
on his march had. prefented to his view. 

One of thefe objects was to break up the feffion 
of the general affembly, then met under a guard 
at Charlotteville, for the purpofe of voting taxes, 
draughting the militia, and making an addition to 
the regular force of the ftate. The other object 
was to {trike at the baron Steuben, who was faid 
to 
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Fb e-e: 


under the’ co ek df ain Chain 
the eecinen fhe tart pie ‘ 


~ CME 


‘Nant: ‘colonel Simcoe, Wich t : ro eae 
and thie fecond tae nee snty-=f it 3 


ait leat fhe Aon an “ 


denenniehe’ amountifig 4: a dr red ‘™men. 
“Tarleton ‘proceeded © gem Chi eTHE le with | great 
expedition ; ; and on bis way overtook ‘twelve. W 
gons loaded” with ‘arms and cloathing: for. ‘the life 
of the army in South Carolina, all of awhich’s were 
‘burnt and ¢ eftroyed. . The Reyafna, - a branch. of 
Jamies River, wafhes. the foot of the hill on whic 
Charlotte- Charlottevilfe ftands. “Through this river -"Tarle- 
ville fur- {on “charged: at “the head ‘of his cavalry, and took 
fia Ot difperfed the guards ftationed on the oppo! ite 
Tarleton. “bank. With the like rapidity he entered the 
town, and took prifoners. feven- ‘members. of. the 
affembly. ° ‘The refit made their elcape. ‘So. unex; 
pected was Tarleton’ $ . vifit, ‘that the enemy “had 
fot time, to Temove their flores.” A ‘confiderable 


¢ % , oe Fae ct 
s By 


tide So called from the time € for which they engaged to fee. 


ot ‘The «tiki: ities was: sidedeh to accompany T aaleson On 
this fervice ; but upon feceiying the order the officers drew.up.a 

- remonftrance, and prefented it to lord ‘Cornwallis, {tating their 
unwillingnefs to ferve under Tarleton, from a recollection of his 
condu& at the Cowpens, where the other battalion of the 71 {t 
was taken by Morgan. In confequence of this remonfirance, - 
the 71ft regiment was attached to colonel Simcoe, ~~ 


quantity 


AMERICAN WAR. ; 433 


quantity was found, and the whole deftroyed*,CH AP. 
Tarleton, after performing this fervice, proceeded *LIV. 
down the Revanna, according to his orders, to 
co-operate with Simcoe, if he fhould have occafion 
for his affiftance. The Point of Fork, to which 
lieutenant-colonel Simcoe was dire@ing his march, 
is fo called from being the point of land that in- 
tervenes at the conflux of the two great branches 
of James River, the Fluvanna and Revanna.. The 
united ftreams from the point of junétion take the 
name of James River. As the greateft part of 
his detachment confifted of infantry, his progrefs 
could not be fo rapid as that of Tarleton; but it 
was as expeditious as the nature of his detachment 
would admit: And by the prudent precautions 
taken for fecuring every perfon met or feen on the 
road, he effectually concealed his march from the 
enemy. By fome of his prifoners he found that 
baron Steuben was apprifed of Tarleton’s march, 
but knew nothing of Simcoe’s; and fromthe 
fame perfons he learnt that the baron had begun 
to tran{port his ftores to the fouth fide of the Flu- 
vanna, and meant to follow them with his whole 
detachment. Upon receiving this intelligence, 
Simcoe preffed forward with ftill greater celerity, 
hoping at leaft to cut off the baron’s rear-guard 
before it had time to pafs the river. But upon 
hisarrival at the Point of Fork, he found that not 
only the ftores, but the baron’s whole force, had 
paffed the river, except about thirty perfons then 
on the bank ready toembark. Thefe were imme- 


diately fecured by the cavalry. . As~ both the onaiea 


1781. 


enemy’s ftores and troops were now completely withfuccefs 
by colonel 

. Si > on 

* Stores deftroyed at Charlotteville : "aN Oe 


- ben. 
1000 new fire-locks, made at Fredericfburgh. 
Upwards of 4c0 barrells cf gunpowder. . 
Several hgds. of tobacco, and fome.continental cloathing. 


Vor, U, Ff out 
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C HAP. out of Simcoe’s teach, a deep and unfordable river 
XLIV. intervening, with the "boats all-fecured on the other 


3 4781. 


fide, he: conceived the defign of ‘endeavouring to 


imprefs the baron with the belief, ‘that the troops 


now. at! the Point of Fork! were the:adwance‘of the 
Brith army} hoping: ib eowas. fuccefsfal in his 
endeavours for that purpofe, that the ‘baron,° for 
the fake of moving off with: greater expedition, 
might-be: induced: to: i einen tite: §spbenen a 


of the, flores: al cr 


In purfuance of: his disap} Sivnicbe displayed 
his force'to as great advantage''as poflible, upon 
the heights oppofite to the’ baron’s: encampment ; 


andthe deception fucceeded: beyond: hisexpefa- 
thom, Inthe following: nightthe baron moved off, 

leaving ithe bank of the river oppofite to the Point 
of Fork, covered with -arms and fioress “Inthe 


morning it was: apparent that thesenemy had fled; 
and fone. fmalk canoés being, procured, captain 
Stevenfon, with twenty of the lightinfantry, and 
cornet, Wolfey, with four huffars, paffed the river, 
the huffars carrying with them -their | faddles: 
Wolfey was.directed; after’ mounting. his huffars 
on. frch flraggling: hotfes as: had been left: ‘bythe 
efiemy,,to take -poft at: fome: diftanceifrom the 
bank-of -theoriver, upon: the road. by. whielr the 
enemy tetreated ; and: fKould any of their: patroles 
appear, he was directed. to vaife a fhout,andi make 
an appearance of purfwing, in order toraife-a be: 
lief that the Britifh iarmy ‘ hadcpaffed the river. 
This ftep was: taken for the: fecurity: of: captain 
Stevenfon: and. :hisofmall detachment of — hght- 
infantry, who-were: in the meantime’ em ployed in 
bringing off or  deftroying: the’ ftores abandoned 
by the:enemy ;: and: it anfwered every purpofe that 


was expected. from it. .In the courfe ‘of the day 


a patrole of the: enemy appeared, which fled with 
‘a menieik se cae ye a ‘upon: feeing: the Britifh 
_ huffars ; 
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huffars 5 and-from the report thade by this patrole C HA P. 


aii RASA He sible Bicddedac ial Gacaa SET 
to the baron/ Steuben, he was induced, though al 


ready thirty miles from the Fluvanna, to continue 
his march twenty miles farther without Halting. — 

In| the. mean time the marquis devla Fayette, 
who. upon’ the advance of the Britifh army had-re- 
treated acrofs Rappaliannock River, being joined 
by general Wayne with his detachment, re-crofled 
that river, and followed the Britith army in its 
march to Williamfburgh: On the road he was 
alfojomed by the baron Steuben, with his cighteen- 
months men, and militia: 


_ Although’ a dawn of profperity had begun to 


appear in South Carolina, under the aufpices of 
Greene, the general ftate-of American affairs 
feemed at this time to: be in a ruinous train, and 
faft verging towards that period when the conteft 


miuft ceafe, on the part of the congrefs, for want. 


of refources to maintain it.) The bills of credit, 
by which they had’ hitherto fupported the war, 
now failedthem. The depreciatiom had become 
fo immenfe, that they no longer anfwered the pur* 


' pofes for which they were iffued, and, in the coutfe 


of the -prefent year, funk under their own bulk, 
and wete annihilated im the hands of thofe that 
pofleffed them. The failure of this medium of 
commerce multiplied beyond calculation the difft- 
culties under which the congrefs laboured, and had 
a fatal influence on their fervice throughout the 
whole extent of the union. The agents for public 
departments could no longer make ‘their pur- 
chafes ; and warrants of imprefs became neceffary 
to force from individuals whatever was wanted for 
the public fervice, and the fapport of the army, 
Even the troops were ready to mutiny in feveral 


places for want of pay and clothing. robe 


general Wafhington’s army was greatly diminifir- 


ed, he found it ftrll too large for the means tre had 


Ff of 


178, 


Unfavoura- 
ble afpect 
of Ameri+ 
can affairs. 
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CHA Pf fubfiftingit. bTiv edetter written by himen the 


XLIV. 


es 


1781. 


tenth of ‘May, is thefollowing paflagetss* From 


eclithe polts of Saratoga to that of Dobb's Ferry, 


¢ dnchifive, Pbelieve’ tliere is mot at!thismoment 
“on ‘hand, ‘one ‘day’s fupply .of!lmeat) for the 
arniy.”)! And in’another | lettery! datedialm oft 
two’ months ‘afterwards, (he) intimated . hisy fears 
of being obliged‘to difband his! armycfor want of 


fubfiftence. *’"Fhe*matine force: of othe i congrefs 


was ‘hot! ina better*condition:thanstheir:aruny < 


OF all’ the armed vefféls that: had» beer fitted out 


by ‘them, two ‘frigates alone'remained} the reft 
had’ been all either: taken or-deltroyedsin Dheiim- 
menfe value’ of ‘the‘publi¢*property ‘and ftoreside- 


 ftroyed in Virginia, darkened the gloomy’ profpect, 


and feémeéd to haften'with rapid: ftrides: the'era of 
publi¢ bankruptcy. 'Nor could: they “derive any 
comfort from the ‘commierce carriedion, bydndivi- 
duals, which was’ now almoft, annihilated, in).con- 
fequence’ “of ‘the! captures. made! by! the! Britith 
cruizers; and the great! loffes fuftained dt the tak- 
ing of St. Euftatius: ‘TPhepeopléadey imanahy, of 
the colonies, weré become tired of the wary and 
feemed'to languith under the long continuance of 
their diftteffes ‘and difficulties, s'q Aon] woiyisia 

-“ Sortie fignalfuccefs, fome atchievermentrof tim- 


‘portance, that’ fhould reflect lufipe onithesAmeti- 


can arms, was! therefore neceflaryto reftoreithe 
déclining ftate of ‘their affuirsy to roufesafreflasthe 
{pirit and' energy of the people,andeven to enable 
congrels to maintain their authority.0: But no,en- 
terprife that promifed: fuccels» could -be attempted 


- againfk any of the Britifh poftssin. America; with- 


out the co-operation “of ‘a French fleet. and anmy. 
The congrefs had beew already difappointed.in 


their expectations of fuch a co-operation-for, three 


years fucceflively ; but as they had renewed. their 
applications on that head, towards the end of the 
preceding 
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preceding year, and had at the fame time made CH AP. 
the court! of ‘France acquainted with the, def- XLIV. 
—yod 


perate ’flatexof stheir »affaits, jwhich the effect of mo 


~ ; 24 ; i ay : 
téréwere carried:to fir Henry Clinton. ‘They dil- oy obs 


for the fafe= 
ty of New 
York. 


feem 


elofed the nature of the enterprife in agitation, and H. Clinton 


iss 
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CHAS. feem to have alarmed him for the fafety of New 


_ 1781. 


York. In confequence of the information gather- 
ed from thefe letters, the commander lin ochief 
made a requifition of part of the troops ‘under 
lord Cornwallis’s ‘command in Virginiaand: dic 


‘reGted that they fhotld be fent to New York with- 


out delay, unlefs his lordfhip thould at the time be 
engaged in fome important movement that might 
render it neceflary to detain them: fome time 
longet ; or unlefs he fhould' be difpofed to execute 
the plan which the commander in chief Jeemsto 
have had much at heart, of carrying the war‘to 
the upper part of the Chefapeak, and upon the 
Sufquehanna, where a number ‘of doyalifts’ had 
affociated for their mutual defence, ‘and were faid 
to be ready to at whenever the King’s troops 
fhould appear amonegft them. At the time of ‘re- 
ceiving the di{patches containing this'requifition; 
lord Cornwallis was engaged in no important ope- 
ration :° He had returned from his expedition 1p 
Jaines River, and'was then with his army at Wil- 
liamfburgh: Neither did he mean to engage in 
the expedition to the upper part of the Chefapeak; 
of which he difapproved, without exprefs ‘orders 
from the commander ‘in’ chief, which would 
exempt him from all refponfibility, at dealt: for 
the plan of that expedition. Under thefecircurm- 
{tances he prepared, without’ délay,-to “comply 
with the commander in ‘chief's’ requifition for 
troops; and aé, after their envbarkation) he was of 
opinion that thofe which remained would ' not be 
fafiicient ‘to enable him “to remain at’ William 
burgh, he took the refolution of pafling Jains, 
River, and retiring to Portimouth: ” An ‘€x- 
prefs was fent off to acquaint the comman- 
der in chief with this determination,’ and with 
the fteps teking for an immediate’ compli- 
ance with his requifition. In the difpatches. 

| written 


: 
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wot Vo ovtgtsh ode tot cord hierossiemyetius : 
written. on, this occafion, which bear date the thir--C 4 4 P. 
tieth of, Jung, Jord Cornwallis takes occafion to Cah 
mention, that upon, viewing York (which had  ,9g,, 
been, propofed, as a deferifive polt, proper-to be 
taken for, the feeurity of fhipping),, he was clearly 
of opinion that ;it.far, exceeded ; his, power, con- 
fiftently,with, the commander in chief's plans, to 
make defenfie;pofts there and, at Gloucetter, 
both.of, which, would be negeflary for the protec- 
tion,of thipping; and, apparently chagrined, with 
the idea, of haning his force reduced fo far as to 
be-obliged so a€tupon the, defenfive in a province 
where, in -hisi\ewn, opinion, the mott vigorous of- 
fenfive-operations,wene |neceflary, he intimated a 
willingnefs, if the commander in chief approved 
of it, 49, return to Charleftown, and take the 
command in South, Carolina, although in that 
quarter, nothing but; mortification and difappoiat- 
memtnnstebeRrpess bo iruicd bed aid © vo. 
) The, refolation sof, paling. James River being 
taken, the army, marched drom, Walliam{burgh on 
the fourth off,July,,,and encamped on a piece of 
ground .that..covereda ford into, the wland of 
James Yown; and the fameeyening the queen’s 
rangers jpafled the river. Oa,the fifth the wheel- 
carriages; and.onthe fish. the bat-horfes and 
baggage avere pafled over; whilit the army conti- 
nued.in,the fame encampment, . In the mean time 
the marquis.de la Fayette, thinking that.the main 
bedy of|the Britifh army had already, crofled the’ 
river, advanced. by. farced marches to firike a 
blow) at. the, rear-guard, , Information of his ap- 
proach was. communicated to. earl Cornwallis 
about,,noon of the fixth of. July, and fome pains’ yj, 
were taken, by, fuffering the piquets to be infulted 
and driven in, to confirm him in the belief that 
only the rear-eguard of the Britifh army remained. 
About four in the afternoon, fome of the outpolts 
were 


f 
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CH AP: were attacked: by riflé-mencand: militia; but Fay- 
veal ette, with the.main:body} did notwappearilbto- 


ryg1, Wards funfet, when he-pafléd la morafs:with nine 
- hundred continentals, fix hundred militia, and 
- fome artillery,: and began:to ‘formémofroneof ‘the 
Britih:sencampmentic Fhe Britifh::troopsiwere 
immediately ‘orderedvounder:arms,iand: cadvanced 
to: the’ attack in:two lines>; On theright;) the-affair 
was'foon over; the) Britifh troops a ithat squatter 
being oppofed :only by): militias; whocwere quickly 
put to flight: But, on the deftjdlieutenamt-dolonel 

- Dundas’s: brigade, sconfifting 2 -of' thé fortysthird, 
feventy-fixth, and eightieth ‘regiments; being op- 
pofed -by: the: ‘Penfylvania line,: aflifted by'part: of 
Fayette’s ‘continentals,: withtwopieces 6fcannon, 

the action, while at-lafted,i was: tharpiand:bldody. 
After a fevere conteft, the provincials :were:rout- 
ed, and their cannon! takensi: They fled:acrols the 
miorafs in great ‘confufion sb bit by the time of 
their: flight) it was dark, and to 'thaocircumftance 
alone they owed! «their: fafety: An Lhouniimore of 
day-light wouldthave probably been attended .with 
the ruin’ of Fayette’s» whole detachment, asvthe 
cavalry wereim-readinets: to purfue;! and itheilight- 
infantry. and-othér troops onthe aight ofthe Bri: 
tifh line ‘in excellent: condition (to fupport:them, 
from having: fultained’ no dofs:imiahe ations. In 
this: action’ the *king’s troops had) ive vofficers 
wounded, and: about feventy: -privates dulled and 
wounded.’ ‘Phe lofs of othe cenemy .iniskilled, 
wounded, and: prifoners, amounteditoabout:three 
hundred: ‘The weight-of theaction felbupon the 
feventy-fixth and eightieth regiments;; both: of 
them lately raifed;:'and their firmac{}and intrepi- 
dity did them fingular honour:: The gallantry and 
good condu& of ‘lieutenant-colonel: Dundas, who. 
commanded: them, merited: and: obtained. the 
_higheft commendation. ‘The army having pafled 
James, 
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Jamesi River, the: thoops cordated for embarkatiom CH A P. 
were! fentodqrward !te Rortfinouth,s whilf lord oe 
Com wahliszifollowed | bips: en Heanchies avith the 44). 
taté. .sniilim . botbaud xi isinec i) a8 3 Bott Corns 

oA ften thelembarkation: of, ver wate ate eh ae eed 
the stragdportsparito fea, aniorderrarrivet from James Ri- 
the rcoinmander, im: schiéfi toh countermiandb their “ond 
failings cj ble! wrote: at theefametime to eark Corns Port 
wallisspexprefling his ifurpriféithat hethouldchaye "4 
taken the refolution cof! quitting the néckcof sland 
ab. Wiltiamdbungh without confultifig him 3) direét: 
ing chimycf hei was oftill/ there,)ito. iremaim!unil 
farther otders; iprorgs if hehad deft it, to: endeavour: 
to repoffels fit,!)for the purpofelof:eftablithing a-de- 
fenfive: pdft forthe protection\of fhipscof the line, 
whlich|chenfuppofed: might! be: found f{amewhere 
withine that dveck, y and: "probably: either: at Old 
Point Comfort on! Hampton: Read,-or York Lown 
én York River: And as the cfirft-of :thefe places 
was écommrendéd by'the admiral,lord Cornwal- 
lig wasndinedted :to exasiine it, and,,if feundreliz 
gible, itoeccupy: it either: withsor without -York 

‘Pdwn;, asithouddsféem! expedient.» Fon therpur- 
pofe,dfoditablithing:fuch a polt as was wanted, shis: 
lordthipswas atdiberty:to recain all or any part. of 

tlre stroops.ordered «for embarkation, that -‘hould 

bel found hecefianyi:; Andy: inthe trongelt terms; 

the sddbmmanhdeérsin: chief deprecated theiidea-of 
quitting!the Ghefapeak entirely ; on. the contrary, 

he déclared, thatuas foon as the feafon for acting 

ino that countrys inetummed;;she! fhould probably. 
ferid :thereiall the/troops the:could fpare from. the 
different pofts-unden hiscommand: Hertherefore 
recommended )-it toi lord Cornwallis; if he -had 
quitted Work, to ire-occupy! it, orsat lealt:to. hold 

Oldy Poiit:, Cornforts: if it: was poflible tocdo: it, 
withobt ats hei faae time holding Vorkhebrs, 

boheq eaivsa yt it 3 ehasmei) Upon 
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conneitred the pofition of the Britith works. The CHAP. 


fame fceme was re-a@ed in the morning of the 
twenty-third, and in the afternoon the confede- 
rated armies returned to their former encamp- 
ment. Both the French and American comman- 
ders had been for fome time impatiently expect. 
ing difpatches fromthe count de Grafle. At 
length they ‘arrived about the middle of Auguift, 
and announced the intention of the count de Grafle 
to enter the Chefapeak with his feet about the end 


of the month, and commence his operations there. 
They alfo'gave intimation, that be could not re- 


main long upon the American coatt. 


If any doubt exifted before, as to the point of 


attack, it was now removed. Nothing could any- 
where be done without a covering feet; and as 
the count de Graffe had determined to enter the 


Chelapeak, ‘it was agreed between Wafhington 


and Rochambeau, that Virginia fhould be the 


XLIV. 


ioBs. 


{cen¢, and an ‘attack upon Lord Cornwallis was: 


the obje& of their joint. operations. Letters to 
this effect -were dilpatched to meet the count de 
Graffe on his paflage, and in the mean time mea- 
fures' were taken to continue fir Henry Clinton in 
the bélief that New York’ was {till the object of 
their enterprife. “After Several movements, and 
various deceptions pracifed to induce this belief, 
the allied army faddenly marched acrofs the Jer- 


feys to Philadelphia, where it arrived on the thir- 


tieth of Auguft. 
. That the count de Grafle intended to vifit the 
American coaft during the hurricane months in 
the Welt Indies, was no fecret to the commander 
in chief at\ New York. “He had made this difco- 
very from Wafhington’s intercepted difpatches, 
and communicated it to ear] Cornwallis; and he 
had alforeceived fimilar information from the mi- 
nilry in England. Sir George Rodney, who 
commanded 


Naval ope- 
rations. 
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natural, 
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under fir Samuel Hood 5 


fenior officer, taking the command of the’ whole, 


ordered ; out-of | the harbour. to join the fquadron 


failed from the Hook on the thirty firft of Augutt. 
Previonfly to his departure, intelligence had been 


thefe fervices four of the count de Grafle’s line- 
; ; a § 
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ot-battle fhips and feveral frigates were employed ; 
and with the reft he remained at anchor in Lynha- 
ven Bay, juft within'the capes, | 5. | 4 
Inthe mean time admiral Graves having exa- 
mined the entrance of the Delaware by means of 
his frigates, and finding no enemy, to be there, 
proceeded on to the Capes of Virginia, in. fight 
of which he arrived on the morning of the. fifth 
of September. His advanced frigates fpeedily an- 
nounced by fignal the appearance of an enemy’s 
fleet at anchor within the capes; and the wind 
bemg very fair, the Britith fleet entered to offer 
it battle. As foon as the count de Grafle perceiv- 
ed that the fleet about to enter the bay was the Bri- 
tif fleet, and not the Rhode Hand fquadron 
which he expected, he gave orders for his fhips 
to flip their cables, and form the line promifeu- 
oufly as they could get up, with their heads ta the 
eaftward ; that by getting out of the capes he 
might have more fea-room, and be able to avail 


_himfelf of his fuperiority in numbers. The Bri- 


tith fleet having ftretched in, and its rear being 
now nearly even with the enemy’s van, the admi- 
ral made the fignal for the whole feet to wear, by 
which manceuvre it was put upon the fame tack 
with the enemy, and lay to windward ina line 
neatly parallel to them, Both fleets were now 
Reeting to the eaftward, and getting clear of the 
capes, the Britifi fleet bearing down upon the 
enemy as itadvanced. At four in the afternoon a 
partial actton cominenced between the van and 
part of the centre of the two fleets, which conti- 
nued until night put am end to ir. The French 
van appeared to be confiderably worlted, as it was 
obliged to bear away, im order to give an oppor- 
ranity to the centre to advance to its fupport : But 


no fhip om either fide was taken. Adomiral Graves 


preferved 
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preferved the weather-gage during the night, and CHA P. 


intended to havé renewed the battle next morning, 
until he fotind, from the report of the captains, 
that feveral of his fhips were fo much difabled, as 
nof tobe in a°cohdition to engage until their, da- 
mages Were répaired. Neverthelefs, the two fleets 
continued in fight of each other for five days, and 
were at fame times very near. ‘The French, al- 
thotigh it was feveral times in their option, from 
having gained the wind, fhewed no inclination to 
reneéw the action; and it was not in the Britifh ad- 
mHiral’s-‘power, from the crippled ftate of his fleet, 
to’ compel them. At length the count de Graffe, 
on thé tenth, bore away for the Chefapeak, and 
the''next day anchored within the capes. Upon 
His arrival he had the fatisfaction to find that M. 
de'Barras had got into the Chefapeak in fafety, 
whilft ‘the two fleets were at fea, bringing with 


him fourteen tranfports laden with heavy artillery. 


and all forts of military flores proper for carrying 
ona fiege. “The lofs of men on board the Britifh 
fleet'in this action amounted to ninety killed and 
two hundred and forty-fix wounded. he whole 
of the van divifion under admiral Drake had fuf- 
fered conifiderable damages in their maifts, fails, 
and ‘rigging’: But the Terrible proved fo leaky 


aftet the action, ‘that on the eleventh it was found. 


neceflary'to ‘abandon her. Her people,. provifi- 
ons, and ftores, being taken out, fhe was fet on 
fire, and’ burnt. Ths French accounts make their 
lo{s in’ this action amount to about two hundred 
and twenty men, including four officers killed and 
eighteen wounded. Admiral Graves, after recon- 
noitring the pofition of the French. fleet upon 
their return to the Chefapeak, and finding that 
they blocked up the entrance, determined, in pur- 
fuance of the advice of a council of a war, to re- 

as turn 
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pee ac: turn to New York before the equinox, and there 


aw 
17St- 


ule: every means for putting his fhips in the beft 
poflible {tate for fervice * 

In the mean time the commander. in chick at 
New York, with a view of making a diverfion in 
Connetticut, and drawing general ‘Wathington’s 
attention that way, detached brigadier-general 
Arnold with a confiderable force to make an at- 
tempt upon New London. The troops embarked 
on this expedition confilted of the thirty-eighth, 
fortieth, and fifty-fourth regiments, the third bat- 
talion of New Jerfey volunteers, the loyal, Ame- 
ricans, the American legion, fome refugees, a 
detachment of yagers, and another of the royal 
artillery. ‘They pafled through the Sound in 
tranfports, and landed in the morning of the fixth 
of September, about three miles from New Lon- 
don, in two divifions, one on each fide of the 
harbour. ‘Vhat on the Groton fide, confifting of 
the fortieth and fifty-fourth regiments, the third 
battalion of New Jerfey volunteers, with a de- 
tachment of yagers and artillery, was commanded 
by lteutenant-colonel Eyre, and that on the New 
London fide, cone # of the reft of the troops, 


* The reader is requefted to run his eye over the Plan of this 
aétion, by which it will appear, that the advantages arifiog from 
the fituation of the Prench were not improved asthey might have 
been ; for when the Britifh fleet arrived,. under a very favoura- 
ble and leading wind, the French fleet was lying promifcuoufly 
at anchor; they were obliged to flip their cables, and feven of 
them ftretched acrofs, and itood out to fea from the reft of their 
figer : The remainder was obliged to make feveral tacks ia work- 
ing out of the bay. It was very generally faid, thdt had «the 
Britith feet continued its courfe, the wind {till being as favoura- 
ble as it could blow, the feven French fhips fo advanced muit 
have been cut off from the reft of their fleet. But for fome rea- 
f5n, which has never been explained, the Britith admiral hauled 
His wind. ‘Lhe advance of the Britith: becomnng their rear, the 
feet food out to fea, and were followed by the French. Ina 
fhort tine the ation commenced. 

by 


“AMERICAN "WAR. 
hier Arnole® Oa the New Lon- 
don fide no ¢ eee Honlw AS walle TAH ait BE ES, 
from which the enemy ha id t gua a “cannonade, angi 
was ‘aban ddnéd ‘by thei tapon tle approach of gene- 
ral Afnold with H pat ak aivibion ; 3 and foon af- 
tetwards” Fort. “Trumbull,” that’ “commanded the 
harbour, was dhe red by captain Millet’ at the 
head of - ig Companies of the ‘thirty-eighth regi- 

nent, throwgh a. nee ‘of grape-fhot which the 


4 


ip heyy 


ener Se from their cannon, but without 
doing thuch mifchief, ‘only four or five being kill 
ed of wounded inthe affault. “General Arnold lot 
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fio’ time’ intaking poffeflion of New. London: He new ron. 


was oppofed bya {mall body of the enemy with a don taken 
field-piece; “but they were foon fo hard ‘preffed ce 


as to be obliged to fly, and leave their piece o 
attillery behind. “On the Groton fide of the ee 
bour was Fort Grifwold, a regular work of confi- 
dérable Atrength.” Ttwas affaulted on three fides 
by the fortieth’ and fifty-fourth regiments, under 
lieutenant- colonel E: re, and defended by the ene- 
my. ‘with the moft obftinate bravery. 
‘At Tength the gallant ‘efforts of the affailants 

were fuctefsfil ; “and with fixed bayonets they en- 
tered the works through the embrafures, in the 
face of. the. enemy, who were armed with long 
{pears to, oppole, them... A-confiderable carnage 
nowvenfued, “until the» enemy were driven from 
the’ ramparts, and‘had ceafed from all farther re- 
fiftance,..The honour obtained by the Britith 
troops. in: this-aflaule was. great, but too dearly’ 
purchaled:: - Two officersy and forty-fix foldiers, 


were killed, and eight officets, with one hundred 


and thirty five foldiers, wounded. . General Ar- 

nold, upon his landing, had been: informed that 

the works at Kort: Grilwold were incomplete, re 
Vou. TL 'G g 
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CHA P.its garrifon inconfiderable: But when he artived 
XLIV. a+ New London, and, from an eminence, had 
ines. viewed its great ftrength, he difpatched an officer 
~* tg countermand his orders for an affault, who un- 
fortunately reached colonel Eyre a few minutes 
too late. The fort had refufed to ‘furrender, and 
the ation was begun. Of the garrifon eighty-five 
were killed, ‘including colonel Ladyard, their 
‘commander ; fixty were wounded, moft of them 
mortally, and feventy made prifoners. Ten or 
twelve of the enemy’s fhips were burnt, that con- 
‘tained an immenfe quantity of European and Weft 
India goods.. Unluckily they alfo contained fome 
gunpowder, unknown to general Arnold, by the 
explofion of which the'flames were communicated 
to the dwelling-houfes in the town ; and a great 
part‘of it was confumed, notwithftanding every 
endeavour to {top the progrefs of the conflagrati- 

‘on. “Upwards of fifty pieces of cannon, and a2 - 
great quantity of niilitary ftores found in the diffe 
rent:works, ‘were alfo deftroyed* = = = . 


* Return of Ordnance, &¢.° taken in Fort Grifwold and its 
34 . Dependencies. me 


In Fort Grifwold: ‘Iron ordnance, ‘mounted ‘on carriages, 2 
-eighteen-pounder, 14 twelve-pounders, 2-nine-pounders, 1 fix- — 
pounder, 1 four-pounder,.1 .three-pounder, ‘Travelling: 
twelve-pounder, 2 four-pounders. In the Fleche; travelling, 
3 four-pounders. On the lower battery, 7 eightéen-pounders, 4 
2 twelve-pounders. ‘Total of iron ordnance, 35.—Mufquets, | 
French, 106.—Pikes, 80.—-Round. fhot, 1680 eighteen-poun- | 
ders, 2100 twelve pounders, 290 nine-pounders, 100 fix-poun- | 
ders, 200 four-pounders, 40 three pounders.—Grape fhot, 230 | 
‘ eighteen-pounders, 340 twelve-pounders, 75 nine-pounders, 70 ; 
fix-pounders, go four-pounders, 75 three-pounders. Cartridges, 
filled,- 12 eighteen-pounders,,.23 twelve-pounders, § nine-poun- | 
ders, 4 fix pounders, 14 four-pounders, 6 three-pounders.— _ 
Mufquet cartridges 10,000; powder, corned, 150 cwt. fpare 
carriages, 1 garrifon thirty-two pounder a travelling twelve- — 
pounder, two ammunition waggons, ftores for laboratory, &c. 


Return 
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Return of Ordnance found and fpiked on the’New London fide, XLIV. 


Nine iron eighteen-ponnders, mounted at Fort Trumbull, 6 1781. 
fix-pounders at ditto, 6 twelve or nine pounders, iduhted. at 
Fort Folly ; 2 ditto sileibnibedi« ; 1 twelve: pounder on the road 
to New London. Total 24...” 

in Fort Trumbull, 14 eighteen, and three fix- pounders, 

A quantity of ammunition and ftores of different kinds was 
deftroyed in the magazine at Fort Trambull, and at the meet- 
ing oie * in New London. | ; 
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The Confederate Armies arrive at Williamfburgh in 
Virginia—Lord Cornwallis vindicated from the 
Charges of Colonel Tarleton—The Combined Ar- 
mies encamp before York Town—York Town re- 
gularly invefted—Surrendered to General Wafh- 
ington Efforts of Sir H. Clinton for the Reli f of 
Lord Cornwallis—Recapture of St. Euftaiius— 
Succefsful Cruize of Admiral Kempenfelt. 


CHAP. LTHOUGH the damage done to the Ame- 
XLV. ricans by this attack upon New London was 
781. immenfe, it was not of fufficient importance to 
flop general Wafhington in his progrels to Virgi- 

nia. The enterprife in which he was now engag- 

ed was of the utmoft moment. If fuccefsful, it 

would have material influence in fhortening the 
duration of the war, and was not therefore to be 
abandoned for any partial confideration whatfo- 

ever. the combined armies, after pafling through 
Philadelphia, marched to the head of Elk River, 

which falls into the Chefapeak at its interior ex- — 
tremity. Tranfports from the French fleet were . 

fent thither to receive them, and by the twenty- — 

fifth of September the whole were landed in the 

The confe- neighbourhood of Williamfburgh, and joined the 
certs rive troops under the marquis de la Fayette and mon- 
at William-fieur de St. Simon. General Wafhington, and 
vii the count de Rochambeau, with their fuites, left — 
the army upon its arrival at the head of Elk, and — 
proceeded by land to Williamfburgh, where they 


arrived © 
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arrived on the 14th. They immédiately repaired C H AP. 


Vv. 


on board the Ville de Paris, to wait upon the count 
de Graffe ; and at this meeting. a council of war 
was held, in which the plan of their future ope- 
rations was finally fettled and agreed upon. 

About this time a party of North Carolina loy- 
alifts, to the number of fix hundred and forty, 
under the command of Macneil, a colonel of mi- 
litia, furprifed Hillfborough, furrounded a church 
wherea body of continentals were ftationed, and 
took about two hundred prifoners, among whom 
was Mr. Burke, the governor of North Carolina, 
his council, two colonels, four or five captains, 
five fubalterns, together with feveral other men 
of rank ; and releafed fixty men that were in gaol 
on account of their fidelity and attachment to the 
Britith government. On their return they were 
attacked by a body of about three hundred of the 
enemy, who lay in ambufh near the banks of the 
Rain Creek. An action took place, in which the 
loyalifts fuffered the lofs of their colonel Macneil, 
and captain Doud, killed, and feveral other offi- 
certs, with twenty privates, wounded; but in 
which, now under the command of Macdougald, 
they forced the enemy to leave the field, with the 
lofs of one colonel and one major killed, and 
thirty-feven rank and file wounded. The loyalifts 
then proceeded on their march with governor 
Burke and the other prifoners, till ae arrived, 
on the feventeenth, at a place called Raft Swamp, 
where they were joined by a {mall party of friends 


under colonel Kay. Before their junction with | 


this party, they were fo much reduced as {carcely 


to be fufhcient for guarding the prifoners. They . 


had offered to liberate Burke oni ‘his parole ; but _ 


he would not accept this favour, hoping to bere. - 


taken by general Butler, who was marching with 
his army with all poftible fpeed, down Cape Fear 
. River 
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CHAP. River in purfuit of the loyaliils. Soon afterwards — 
XLV. Macdou gald, with his party,arrived at Wilmington, 
“~~ and delivered his prifoners to major Craig, the go- 
vernor. i wi thiy ee ANE 
Whilft that powerful combination between the 
French and Americans was forming, earl Corn- 
wallis took every opportunity of communicating 
to the commander in chief at New York the dan- 
ger of his fituation; in confequence of the French 
fleet having taken poffeffion of the bay: And 
from him hesreceived aflurances, bearing date the 
fixth of September, that-he would join him with 
four thoufand troops, who were then embarked, 
as foon as the admiral fhould be of opinion that 
hemight venture. le was alfo informed that ad- 
miral Digby was upon the coaft, and daily expect- 
ed to arrive, with a reinforcement of fhips and 
troops: In the meantime the troops under his 
lordfhip were bufily employed in fortifying York, 
the works at which having been begun later than 
thofe on the oppofite fide, and being alfo more ex- 
tenfive, were not in the fame flate of forwardnefs. 
It has been fuggefled * that about this period, that 
is, between the time of the junction of the French 
reinforcement from the Welt Indies, with the 
marquis de la Fayette, and the arrival of the con- 
federate army from the head of Elk, lord Corn- 
wallis ought to have attacked the former of thefe 
corps after their junction, and while they lay at 
Williamfburgh, and.that he had a fufficient force 
to have attempted it with every profpect of fuccefs. 
Lord Corm- But lord Cornwallis’s character for enterprife, of 
dicated Which his conduét during all his campaigns in 
from the America affords the ftrongeft. evidence, forbids 
chef even a fufpicion that any. opportunity of ftriking a 
Tarleton. blow at the enemy was loft, which could have 


1781. 


% Tarleton, p. 367, &e. 


been 
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been embraced, confiftently with the orders under CH 4 P. 
which he aéted, the inftru@ions he had received, , XLV: 
and the intelligence which had been from.time to ~\78,, 
time forwarded to him. It has alfo been faid * J 
that if this meafure was not thought eligible, in 
that cafe he ought to have abandoned York Town, 
' and returned with his army to South Carolina. 
But it onght to be recollected, that, fome little 
time before this, he had been. made acquainted 
with the commander in chief’s defign of commenc- 
ing folid operations in the Chefapeak, as foon as 
the feafon' of the year would permit: And if he 
had at this time withdrawn his army from Virgi- 
nia, that plan of operation, which he alfo knew. . 
was agreeable to the wifhes of the Britifh miniftry, 
muft:have been entirely fruftrated. With this in- 
formation before him, and with even a conditio- 
nal affurance of relief, he would fcarcely have 
been juftifiable:in taking a ftep that would have 
been attended with fuch a confequence, except 
under circumftances of a more prefling neceflity 
than yet exifted.. Befides this, by his march to 
Carolina, he muft have abandoned and given up 
to theenemy, a confiderable quantity of artillery, 
the fhips of war, tranfports, provifions, {tores, 
and hofpitals, with the fick and wounded. It feems, 
therefore, under all the circumftances, that fuch 
a ftep at that time could not have been juttified : 
Andhad he attacked ‘the marquis de la Fayette, 
previoufly to the arrival of Wathington and Ro- 
chambeau, he muft havé greatly impeded the pros © 
grefs of the works at York, by drawing off the 
troops employed upon them, from whofe unre- 
mitting labour during the month of September, 
_ they were in greater forwardnefs by the time the 
combined army affembled at Williamfburgh than 


_™ Tarleton, ‘p. 369. 
| >. could 
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CHA P. could have Been expected, although they were not 

XLV. even then nearly finifhed. The works conftruét- 

r78y, img for the defence of York were of two kinds; 

the oné for the immediate defence of the town, 

and the other a range of redoubts and field-works 

at fame diftarice from it, calculated to impede the 
enemy’s approach. : 

_ In this untoward pofition the Britiffr trodps were 

ftationed, when the combined army of French 

and Americans appeared in fight of York, on the 

twenty eighth of September, having) marched 

The com- from Williamfburgh that morning. ‘They en- 

rine’ camped that night about two miles from the works, 

campbefore and the next morning were feen extending them- 

Torn, Selves towards the left of thé Britifh army, but at 

: a cautious diftance,. The latter wifhed to be at- 

tacked, but the énemy appeared difpofed to pro- 

geed with great circum{pe@ion. ‘Nothing mate. 

rial happened on this day, either within or without 

the lines, until the evening, when an exprefs ar- 

tived with difpatches from the commander in 

chief at New York, bearing date the twenty-fourth 

of September. In thefe ear] Cornwallis was in- 

formed, that at a council held that day, between 

the general and flag officers, it was agreed that 

be Soba of five thoufand troops fuould be embark- 

éd on board the king’s thips; that every exertion 

would be made, both by the army and navy, td 

relieve him; and that thé fleet, confifting of 

twenty-three fail of the line, might be expected to 

fail by the fifth of OGober? And in a pofticript 

his lordfhip was adyertifed, that admiral Digby, 

with three more thips of the line, had-juft arrived 

at Sandy Hook. Upon the receipt of thefe dif- 

atches, lord Cornwallis in thé night . withdrew 

is army within the works of-the town, in full! 

expectation ‘of being able to hold both the pots 

of York and Gloucefter until the promifed relief 

arrived, — 


~ 
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arrived, provided it came within any reafonable C HA P. 

time. The works abandoned by the Britifh troops | ae 
° Vota 

were occupied the next day by detachments from ,,8,, 

the combined army: The fame day the town was yornTown 

regularly invelted ; and in the night the enemy regularly 

began to break ground, the French making their ™*** 

approaches onthe right of it, and the Americans 

on the left, the extremities of the two armies 

meeting at a morafs in front of the centre of the 

Britith works. The fame day the Duke de Lau- 

zun, with his legion, anda body of Virginia mi- 

litia under general Weedon, took a pofition in 

front of the other Britifh poft at Gloucefter Town, 


-and kept it from that time blockaded. In the 


night of the fixth of O&ober the enemy made 
their firft parallel at the diftance of fix hundred 
yards from the Britifh works, and by the after- 
noon of the ninth, their batteries were complet- 
ed, which immediately opened upon the town. 
From this time an inceffant cannonade was kept 
up: And the continued difcharge of fhot and 
fhells from a number of heavy cannon and mor- 
tars, ina few days damaged the unfinifhed works 
on the left of the town, filenced the guns that 
were mounted’on them, and occafioned the lofs of 
agreat number of men. In thenight of the ele- 
venth, the enemy, with indefatigable perfeverance, 
opened their fecond parallel three hundred yards 
nearer to the works than at fir(t. In the mean 
time the garrifon didevery thing in their power 
to interrupt them in their work, by opening new 
embratures: for guns, and keeping up a conftant 
fire with all the howitzers and fmall mortars they 
could man; and about this time, the lofs of men 
fuftained by the enemy was mote confiderable 
than at any other period during the fiege, They 
were particularly annoyed and impeded in their 
approaches by two redoubts, advanced about three 

hundred 


458 MISTORY OF THE . 


Cc mi Ie AP.hundred yards in front of the Britith. works, 
, Thefe they refolved to affault; and to excite a 
1581 fpirit of emulation, the reduction of the one was 
- committed to the French, of the other to the 
Americans. The attempt was made in the night 
of the fourteenth, and in both inftances fucceed- 
ed; and by the unwearied labour of the enemy, 
both redoubts were included in their fecond. pa- 
rallel before the morning. The Britifh troops 
having been weakened by ficknefs, as well as by _ . 
the fire of the befiegers, lord Cornwallis, could 
not venture to make fo large forties as to hope 
from them much fuccefs: But at the prefent crifis 
fome attempt of that fort became ‘neceflary, in 
order to retard the opening of the enemy’s batte- 
ries in their fecond parallel, againft the fire of 
which, it was forefeen that the Britifh works on 
the left, already half ruined, could not ftand 
many hours. A fortie of three hundred and fif- 
ty men, under the direction of lieutenant-colonel 
Abercrombie, was therefore ordered again{t_ two 
| of the énemy’s batteries, that feemed in the 
| greateft ftate of forwardnefs. . A» detachment of 
"the guards, with the eightieth company of grena- 
_ diers, under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
® Lake, of the guards, was ordered to attack the 
one; anda detachment of light infantry, under 
| the command of major Armftrong, was to attack 
| the other. ‘he two detachments accordingly fal- 


lied forth a little before day-break of the fixteenth 

of Odtober, forced the redoubts that covered the __ 

batteries, {piked eleven heavy cannon, and, after 

killing or wounding about one: hundred of the 

French troops, who had the guard of. this part 

of the trenches, returned within the lines with 

very little lofs. But this ation, although honour- 

able, to the officers and foldiers who performed It, 

yielded little public. advantage. The cannon, 
a VVCome mee haying | 
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having been hattily fpiked, were foon rendered fit CHA P. 


for fervice; and before the evening, the whole 
_ battery and parallels appeared to be nearly com- 
plete. At this time not a gun could be fhewn by 


the garrifon on that fide of the works attacked by 


the enemy, and the fhells were nearly’ expended ; 
lord Cornwallis was.therefore reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of either preparing to furrender, or at- 
tempting to efcape with the greateft part of the 
army; and he determined to attempt the latter, 
on the Gloucetter ‘fide of the river, where briga- 
dier de Choifeé now commanded, and lay with a 
fmall corps at fome.diftance, in front of the 
works. It was determined that he fhould be at- 


tacked before break of day by the whole Britifh - 


force; and the fuccefs of the attack was not in 
the leaft doubted. The horfes taken from him 
(for he hada confiderable corps of cavalry) would 
in part mount the infantry, and the reft might be 
fupplied by others collected on the road. As no 
baggage was to be carried, his lordfhip intended 
to have proceeded to the upper country by rapid 
marches, leaving his future route uncertain, until 
he came oppofite to the fords of the ‘great rivers ; 
when he meant to have turned off fuddenly tothe 
northward, upon: a fuppofition that the enemy’s 
meafures would be principally directed to prevent 
his. efcape tothe fouthward. | After turning to the 
northward, it was his lordfhip’s defign to force his 
way through Maryland, Penfylvania, and the 
jJerfeys, and join the commander in chief. at New 
York... Undoubtedly the attempt was beyond cal- 
culation hazardous, and the iflue totally precari- 
ous; but, if it afforded even a glimpfe of hope, 
it was preferable to an immediate furrender. 

In purfuance of this defign the light-infantry, 
the greateft part of the guards, and part of the 
twenty-third regiment, were embarked in boats, 
a and 


XLV. 


wea need 
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CHAP. and tranfported to the Gloucefter fide of the river 


i781. 


", before midnight, when a violent ftorm arofe, which 
not only prevented the boats from returning, but 
drove them a confiderable diftance down the river. 
The paflage of the reft of the troops was now be- 
come impracticable, and, in the abfence of the 
boats, thofe that had already croffed could not 
poflibly return. In this divided ftate of the Bri- 
tith force, the enemy’s batteries opened at break 
of day: Fortunately the boats returned foon af- 
terwards, and brought back, in the courfe of the 
forenoon, the troops that had been carried over 
in the night, without much lofs, although the 
paflage between York and Gloucefter was greatly 
expofed to the enemy’s fire. In the mean time, 
by the force of the enemy’s cannonade, the Bri- 
tifh works were tumbling into ruin: Nota gun 
could be fired from them, and only one eight- 
inch and little more than an hundred cohorn 
fhells remained. ‘lhey were in many places affail- 
able already ; and if the fame fire continued a few 
hours longer, it was the opinion of the engineer, 
and principal officers of the army, that it would 
be madnefs to attempt to maintain them with the 
prefent garrifon, exhaufted by the fatigue of con- 
itant watching and unremitting duty, and reduced 
in its numbers by ficknefs even more than by the 
enemy’s fire. Under fuch circumftances his lord- 
fhip, on the feventeenth of Odtober, unwilling 


‘to expofe the remains of his gallant army to. the 


danger of an affault, which, from the enemy’s 
numbers and the ruined ftate of the works, could 
not fail to be fuccefsful, made propofals for a ca- 
pitulation. he terms were adjufted in the courfe 
of the next day, which, though not altogether 
agreeable to earl Cornwallis’s wifhes or propofals, 


were, neverthelefs, fuch as his defperate fituation, 


obliged him to accept; and on the nineteenth a 
| potts 
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pofts of York and Gloucefter were furrendered to aed P. 
general Wafhington as commander in chief of the : 
combined army ; and the fhips of war, tranfports, 1781. 
and other veffels, to the count de Graffe, as com- Surrender- 
mander of the French fleet. By the articles of °‘0.20* 
capitulation, the garrifon of York and Gloucefter, ington. 
including the officers of the navy and feamen of 
every denomination, were to. furrender as prifo- 
ners of war to the combined army: The land 
force to remain prifoners to the United States, and 
the feamen to the moft chriftian king. The gar- 
rifon was to be allowed the fame honours which 
the garrifon of Charleftown had obtained when it 
furrendered to fir Henry Clinton. The officers 
and foldiers were permitted to retain their private 
property ; and the officers had liberty to proceed 
| upon parole either to Europe, or any maritime 
poft on the continent of America in the poffeffion 
of the Britifh troops. Although the article for 
exempting from punifhment fuch of the natives or 
other inhabitants of America as had joined the 
Britifh army, and were then at York, was reject- | 
ed by general Wafhington, the fame thing was in - 
effet obtained in a different form, by the permif- 
fion granted to earl Cornwallis to fend the Bonetta 
floop of war to New York with his difpatches with- | 
out being fearched, and with as many foldiers on 
board as he fhould think fit, fo that they were ac- : 
counted for in any future exchange. _ By this per- 
miffion he was tacitly empowered to fend off fuch 
of the inhabitants as were obnoxious to punith- 
_ ment; which accordingly was done. 1 
| By the furrender of the pofts. of York and | 
_ Gloucefter the Americans became poffeffed of a 
_ large train of artillery, many of which were of 
_ brafs, together with a confiderable quantity of 
| arms, ammunition, warlike ftores, and provifions ; 
and to the French were delivered up one frigate, 
two 
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‘CELA P. two fhips of war of twenty guns, and a number 
XLV. of tranfports and other veffels. The Charon, of 
1761, forty-four guns, and another fhip of war, were 

fet on fire by the enemy’s fhells, and deftroyed 
during the fiege. “The combined army confiited 
of feven thoufand French and nearly the fame 
number of continental foldiers, and about five 
thoufand militia. On the day previous to the fur- 
render, the rank and file of the garrifons of York 
and Gloucefter amounted to five thoufand nine 
hundred and fifty; but fo great was the number 


and feventeen were reported fit for duty. 
Efforts of 1 the mean time fir Henry Clinton had 
fir Henry draughted from the garrifon at New York a corps 
Cinton for of feven thoufand of his belt troops, with which 
lord Corn- he propofed to embark on board the king's thips, 
walls. and impatiently waited for the moment when the 
fleet would be ready to fail... He had already ia- 
formed lord Cornwallis, that it was hoped the fleet 
would ‘ {tart from New York about the fifth of. 
October;’”” and afterwards, from the affurances 
given him by the admiral, that it might pafs the 
Bar by the twelfth, if the winds permitted, and 
no unforefeen accident happened: But the fleet 
| did not finally leave Sandy Hook until the nine~ 
i teenth, the day on which lord Cornwallis furren- 
dered. The commander in chief embarked with 
the troops, as he had propofed, and the event of 
the fiege not being then known, both the navy 
i and army put to fea with a determined: refolution 
to make the moft vigorous efforts for the relief of 
{ earl Cornwallis, and with confident hopes that 
| thofe efforts would be attended with the moft com- 
plete fuccefs. It was, therefore, with extreme 
i mortification, when they arrived off the Capes of 
] 


Virginia on the twenty fourth, that they received 
accounts which led them to fufpeé. that earl 
Cornwallis 


of the fick and wounded, that only four thoufand _ 
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Cornwallis had already capitulated. They. how- CHA P. 


ever remained off the mouth of the Chefapeak un- , 


XLV 


til the twenty-ninth. The intelligence received ~ 9). 


during this interval was fo uniform in its tenden- 
cy, that no doubt at laft remained about the iffue 
of the fiege. It was apparent, that the Britith ar- 
mament had arrived too late to afford earl Corn- 
wallis the promifed relief; and as that relief was 
the fole object. of the expedition, the admiral de- 
termined to return to New York. The Britifh 
fleet at this time confifted of twenty-five thips of 
the line, two fifty-gun fhips, and eight frigates : 
That of the French amounted to thirty-fix fail of 
the line, befides frigates.. Unfortunately, the let- 
ter written by earl Cornwallis to the commander 
in chief, acquainting him with the furrender of 
the pofts of York and Gloucefter, and narrating 
the caufes that led to that event, with the motives 


that influenced his own condud, produced.a dif- - 


ference between them, which terminated in an ap- 
peal to the public. Such was the fate of the army; 
which, if fuccefs were the uniform refult of me- 
rit, would have undoubtedly fhared a different 
fate: If bravery inthe field; and patient, and 
even cheerful, fubmiflion to. fatigue, inclement 
f{kies; and the want not only of the comforts, but 
fometimes even of the neceflaries of life *, have 
any claim to efteem and admiration. It has been 
obferved, and juftly, that in almoft all the general 
actions to the northward, the troops. under fir 
William Howe were fuperior in number to thofe 
under general Wafhington ;. but, onthe contrary, 


* The writer of this narrative relates thefe things from his 
own knowledge. The fouthern army had no provifion in the 
field but what paffed through his hands. heir allowance 
frequently: feanty, and generally bad. ‘he army under lord 
Cornwallis, in marches and counter-marches, marched above 
1500 miles. 


in 
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in every general action to the fouthward, the ene- 
my greatly outnumbered the Britifh either under 
lord Cornwallis or lord Rawdon. 

The misfortune that happened in Virginia was 
foon afterwards followed by another in the Weft 
Indies, which, although not of equal magnitude, 
was the caufe of much difcontent, as it feemed 
to have arifen from grofs negligence or ftill greater 
mifconduct. Vhis was the recapture of the Dutch 
ifland of St. Euftatius by the marquis de Bouillé. 
The marquis having received minute information, 
by means of fome of the traders, of the ftate of 
the ifland, together with the careleffnefs of the 
governor, he determined to attempt the reduction 
of it by furprife. It has been already noticed, 
that the ifland of St. Euftatius might be confider- 
ed as a natural fortification, with only one fafe 
landing-place, where the town ftood, and which 
was protected by afort- But at the back of the 
ifand were alfo fome {mall bays, where a landing 
might be effef&ted in very moderate weather, al- 
though at all times accompanied with confiderable 
rifk and ‘danger. Of one of thefe, which had 
been left unguarded, the marquis de Bouillé had 
received intelligence ; and there he determined te 
attempt a defcent, Having embarked about two 
thoufand men ina number of {mall veffels, he 
failed from Martinique, and took his meafures fo 
as to arrive before the place, where he propofed to 
Jand early in the night. So hazardous was the 
attempt, that in embarking, many of the boats 
were dafhed ‘to pieces, and a number of foldiers 
loft; and with all the efforts he could make 
not more than four hundred men were landed 
byan hour before day-light; and as almoft the 
whole of the boats were by this time dathed 

to 
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td pieces, no” hopés remained of being able to CHA P. 
land the reft. As the troops which had been , XLV: ; 


landed were not equal in number to'the garrifon} 
the marquis de Bouillé was fenfible that nothing 
but a bold attempt to take the fort by furprife 
could poflibly fucceed.” He accordingly put his 
troops in motion, and marched with the utmott 
expedition towards the fort, diftant about fix 
miles. “The way to it was not only difficult; but 
interfected by a defile where a handful of men 
might have ftopped an army. But in his fituation 
every rifk was to be run. His retreat being cut 
off, nothing bat’ fuccefs could poffibly fave him 
and his troops from deftruétion or captivity. A 
difcharge of mutquetry from the French at a divi- 
fion of the Britifh troops, which was feen exerci- 
fing in a field'at fome diflance from the fort, gave 
the firft alarm to the garrifon. Thofe who were 
in quarters immediately hurried to the fort, and 
fo loaded the draw-bridge, that it could not be 
raifed until the enémy arrived, and entered with 
them. Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn’ the gover- 
nor, who had been taking an early ride according 
to cuftom, feeing fome ftrange vefféls of the ifland, 
took the alarm and returned; but the French in 
the’ mean time ‘had reached the town, and made 


him prifoner before he difmounted*, 


Thus was the ifland of St Euftatius reduced by 
the marquis de Bouille on the morning of the 
twenty-fixth of November, with no other lofs than 
ten foldiers killed'and wounded. With the rand 


* Lieurenant-colonel Cockburn, a native of Aberdeen, was 


afterwards tried by a court-martial, and found guilty of culpable 
neglect in not taking the neceffary precautions for thedefence of 
the iffand, noiwithitanding he hadireceived thie fulleit intelligence 
of an intended attack, 


Yori. Hh the 


1781. 


4 
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CHAP. the conquerors became poflefled of a large fum of 
#4“: money, eftimated at two millions of livres, being 
1781. the produce of the late fales. of prizes... Whilft St. 
Euftatius was in the poffeffion of Great Britain, 

_ fome pains had been taken to fortify it. Sixty- 
eight pieces of artillery were mounted for its de- 
fence, and the garrifon confifted of two regiments, _ 
muttering fix hundred and feventy-feven men. 
The dependent iflands of St. Martin’s and Saba | 
were attacked immediately afterwards, and fhared 
the fame fate as St. Euftatius. 

Suecefsful After all thefe misfortunes, the year 1781 clofed 
einige #1 a fuccefsful cruize of admiral Kempenfeldt 
Kempen if the European feas. Information had been re- 
feldt. ceived in England, that a large convoy of tranf- 
ports with troops, and of ftore-fhips and provifion 
veflels, was getting ready at Breft, and to fail in 
the month of December, the greateft part of it 
being deftined for the fleet under the count de 
Grafle, and the remainder for M..de Suffrein’s 
{quadron in the Eaft Indies; and the whole to be — 
convoyed a certain diftance by a fleet of fhips of 
war under the command of the count de Guichen. 
To cruize for and endeavour to intercept this fleet 
and convoy, admiral Kempenfeldt was-difpatched 
in the beginning of December with twelve fhips — 
of the line, a fifty gun fhip, four frigates, and a_ 
fire-fhip, being all that were then in readinefs for — 
fea. On the twelth of that month he fortunately 
got fight of them in a hard gale of wind, when 
the French fleet was much difperfed, and the con- — 
voy confiderably aftern. The admiral determined 
to profit by the enemy’s accidental fituation, and 
by carrying a prefs of fail to endeavour to cut off 
their convoy; in which attempt he in part fuc- | 
ceeded. A confiderable number of prizes were 
taken, fifteen of which arrived fafe in Britifh ports, 
while fome that had ftruck afterwards efcaped in 
2 the 
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the night. Two or three were faid to have beenC HA P. 
funk ; and many others loft their voyages in con- ; 
fequence of the great difperfion of the convoy 1781. 
that neceflarily enfued. In the mean time the 
count de Guichen was collecting his fhips, and 
forming the line. ‘Towards the evening the Bri- 
tifh admiral found it neceflary to do the fame ; and, 
after taking meafures for keeping his fleet con- 
nected, went upon the fame tack with the enemy, 
intending to engage them in the morning. But 
when day light appeared, and he faw the French 
_ fleet to leeward, confifting of nineteen thips of 
the line, and two others armed en flute, he did not 
think it prudent to rifk an engagement; and con- 
tenting himfelf with endeavouring to fecure the 
_ prizes already made, returned with his fleet to 
Portfmouth. The Agamemnon, however, and the 
frigate la Prudente, were detached to follow:the 
French fleet, with a view of capturing any of the 
_ convoy that might chance to be feparated. It 
_ does not appear that they met with any fuccefs in 
this defign; but on the twenty-fifth of December 
they made prize of five large fhips bound from 
_ Bourdeaux to Martinique, which were deftined to 
join the convoy under the count de Guichen. The 
_ prizes carried to England had on board near ele- 
_ ven hundred land forces, and between fix and feven 
hundred feamen. They were almoft all freighted 
on the French King’s account, and were chiefly 
laden with brafs and iron ordnance, gunpowder, 
fmall arms, flints, bomb-fhells, cannon-balls, and 
a vaft variety of other ordnance and military 
ftores. Some of them were laden with cables, 
‘fail-cloth, and cordage ; and others with wine, oil, 
brandy, rum, flour, bifcuit, and falted provifions. 
From the nature of the lading with which thefe 
fhips were freighted, the importance of the cap- 
‘ture is very apparent; and fortunately for the ~ 
| Hh 2 fafety 
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CHAP ict of the Britifh Welt India iflands, the re- 


1781. 


mainder of the French convoy, that efcaped being 
taken, was fo fhattered and difabled by ftormy 
weather, that only a few of them, accompanied by 
two thips of war, were able to hold on their courfe 
and join de Graffe. The reft put back to repair 
their damages. 
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Effeéts of the Capture of Lord Cornwallis’s Army-~ 
Meeting of Parliament—Stege of Fort St. Philip's 
in the Lfland of Minorca-——Capitulation of Fort St. 
Philip’s—Reduction of the Ijland of St. Chrifto- 
pher’s—General Carleton appointed Commander in 
Chief in America inftead of Sir Henry Clinton 
Naval Engagement between Admiral Rodney and 
the Count de Grafe—Profperity of Britifh fairs: 
in the Eaft Indies—Conduct of the new Adminif- 
tration-—Repulfe and Difcompiture of the Spaniards 
and French before Gibralar~—-Relief of Gib« 


raltar. 


\ FTER fo many defeats and loffes to whichC HAP. 
the arms of congrels had been fubjected for sods 
_ several years paft, fo brilliant an event as the cap- 1,8, 
ture of a whole army, and at its head a comman- Effects of 
der who was elteemed one of the braveft and moft oe erree 
enterprifing of their foes, could not fail/to give Cornwal- - 
_ them the moft heart-felt fatisfaction, and was ac- seine 
cordingly celebrated with fuitable rejoicings and 
_ every other demonftration that could ferve to con- 
_ vey to the people-a proper idea of its importance. 
_ By fuch means the authority of congrefs, which 
had begun to be fhaken, was again eftablifhed ; the 
clamours of thofe who had become tired of the 
war, and wifhed for peace upon almoft any terms, 
_were filenced; the defponding were re-aflured; 
the active and zealous invigorated ; and all claffes, 
for a time, reconciled to bear their prefent diftrefies 
_with patience, ig the hope that fo fignal an advan- 
| tage 
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CHAP. tage would fpeedily operate their relief. But 


1982, 


greatly as the views of congrefs were forwarded 
by the influence of this event upon the people of 
the revolted colonies, the benefits thence derived 
were inconfiderable compared with thofe that 
fprung from the effects produced by it upon the 
people of Great Britain. The fums raifed by par- 
liament for the fupport of the war, which feemed 
to increafe every year of its continuance, were 


‘already fo immenfe, that the public burdens 


impofed for the payment of the intereft were 
nearly infupportable. The murmurs of the peo- 
ple had been hitherto fupprefled, from the hopes 
held out of a fpeedy and fuccefsful termination of 
the war ; and with the recovery of the revolted 
colonies, accompanied by the monopoly of their 
trade, they were taught to expect {uch an influx of 
wealth as would fpeedily compenfate for the pre- 
fent extraordinary expenditure. But after the 
events of the laft campaign, no one could be found 
fo fanguine as to expect that the revolted colonies 
could be recovered by force of arms. The expe- 
rience of nearly fix years ferved to fhew, that 
although a province might be over-run and fub- 
dued, it could not be fecured and preferved with- | 
out the concurrence of the inhabitants; And the — 
war waged in the fouthern colonies for two years 
pa(t, eftablifhed the fact beyond contradiction. 
Although Georgia had been completely reduced, 
and civil government re-eftablifhed: Although all 
refiftance had ceafed in South Carolina, and a ge- 
neral fubmiffion taken place among the inhabi- 
tants: Although the Britifh commanders in thofe 
provinces had been uniformly fuccefsful in all ge- 
neral actions they fought, and had not in a fingle 
inftance been defeated: Yet Charleftawn and 
Savannah, the two capitals, with a few dependent 

| ~~ potts, 
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pofts, were all that at this time remained to Great CH 4 P. 
Britain of thofe extenfive provinces. ‘Thefe facts ae 
naturally led to this inference, that it was madnefs — ,.g2: 
to perfift in an expenfive war,in which even fuccefs 
failed to produce its natural confequences.. Such 
were the fentiments beginning to prevail amongift 
the people, when the parliament’ met on the Mecting of 
twenty-feventh of November of the preceding perliament. 
year. In the king’s fpeech the loffes in America 
were neither diflembled nor palliated ; but ftated 
as a ground for requiring the firm fupport of par- 
liament, and a more vigorous, animated, and 
united exertion of the faculties and refources of 
the people; whilft his majefty, at the fame time, 
exprefled his determined relolution to perfevere 
in the defence of his dominions until fuch a paci- 
fication could be made as might confift with the - 
honour of his crown and the permanent intereft 
and fecurity of his people. An addrefs of thanks 
being, moved for in the ufual form, was violently 
combated by the oppofition, under an idea, that if 
they agreed to it, they bound themfelves to fup- 
port his Majefty in profecuting the American war ; 
and an amendment of a different tendency was 
offered by Mr. Fox. But the amendment was 
rejected, and the addrefs carried in its original 
form by a confiderable. majority of two hundred 
and eighteen againft one hundred and twenty- 
nine. Inthe courfe of this debate, although the 
minifters did not feem to be perfectly agreed 
amonett themfelves, it appeared to be their deter- 
mination no longer to carry on the war internally 
in the colonies, but to keep poffeffion of thofe 
pofts which they at prefent held, and direct their 
principal efforts. againft France, Spain, and Hol- 
land. / 
This difclofure of a change in the mode of con- 
du€ting the war, although it muft have operated 
. as 
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CHA P.as a relief to the colonies, gave no fatisfaion to 


I. 
the oppofition, who maintained that the general 


voice of the nation demanded a peace with Ame- 
‘ rica; whereas the miniftry {till avowed the defign 
of carrying on that war, and had only varied the 
form. ‘he oppofition now looked forward with 
eager expeCtation to the gra of the diflolution of 


that miniftry which had fo long fuccefsfully with- 


ftood their rudeft attacks. The misfortunes of 
the laft campaign gave them advantages which all 
the influence and power of the adminiftration 
were unable to furmount. By this time the Ame- 
rican war was generally difrelifhed amongft the 
people; and by the oppofition i it was reprobated, 
together with the incapacity and mifeondudé of 
minilters, as the caufe of all our misfortunes. 
The profecution of it, unfortunate as it had been, 
was ftill fuppofed to be a favourite meafure 
with the court. ‘Lhe oppofition, on the other 
hand, loudly maintained, that to put an end to it 
was the only means of faving the nation from 
bankruptcy and ruin; Andupon this ground, the 
ftrongeit they could adopt, as being that on which 
they expected to befupported by the nation, they 
continued to harafs and diftrefs adiminiftration by 
a fucceflion of motions in the houfe of commons, 
until at laft, on the twenty-feventh of February, 
they fucceeded in carrying a vote for addrefling 
his Majefty to dire&t his minifters no longer to 
wage an offenfive war again{ft the revolted colo, 
nies, and to aflure him that they would moft 
cheerfully concur.in fuch meafures as may be 
found necefiary to. accelerate the blefling of re- 
turning peace. ‘This victory gained by the oppo- 
fition with a majority of two hundred and thirty- 
four againft two hundred and fifteen, was confi- 
dered as a prelude to the diffolution of the old 
adminiftration, which accordingly, about the end 
OF 
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of. March, gave place to a newone, formed under CHAP. | 
the aufpices of the marquis of Rockingham. The moat 
cabinet, including the marquis as firft commiffioner 54, 
of the treafury, was.compofed of the earl of. March. 
Shelburn and Mr. Fox, appointed fecretaries of 
ftate; lord Camden, prefident of the council ; the 
duke of Grafton, privy feal; lord Joha Cavendifh, 
chancellor of the exchequer ; : admiral Keppel 
firft commiifioner of the admiralty ; general Con- 
way, commander in chief of thé forces; the duke 
of Richmond, mafter-general of the ordnance; 
colonel Barré, treafurer of the navy; and Mr. 
Burke, paymafter-general. ) 

During thefe contentions for power, between the 
old adminiltration and thofe who fucceeded 
them, the intelligence that arrived of new misfor- 
tunes and loffes fuftained abroad in the beginning 
of the prefent year, undoubtedly ferved to halten 
the overthrow of the former, and to complete the 
friumph of the latter. It may. be remembered, 
that in the preceding year a joint expedition hav: 
ing been planned by France and Spain againft the 
ifland of Minorca, an armament fitted out at Ca- 
diz was landed upon the ifland on the twentieth of 
Auguft, which was foon afterwards joined by a 
confiderable body of French troops from ‘Voulon. 
The duke de Crillon commanded. the expedition : Siege of 
He carried with him an immenfe artillery of one Philig's 
hundred and nine pieces of the heavieft cannon, in theifland 
and thirty-fx mortars, for the fiege of Fort St, of Mineres. 
Philip’s; and after the junGion of the French, 
his army amounted to fixteen thoufand men. Ge. 
neral Murray, an officer of undoubted bravery 
and, great experience, commanded at Minorca: 
The garrifon confilled of about two thoufand 
féven hundred men, four hundred of whom were 
invalids fent from England in the year 1775; but 
the works of St. Philip’s Caftle were fo numerous 

and 
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C HA P. and extenfive, that the garrifon did not amount to 
XLVI. half the number which would have been neceflary 
ee : ° . ee ie 
13782, completely to man them. Notwithftanding this 

’ weaknefs, the defence of the place was brave and 
{pirited, and fuitable to the high military charaGter 

of the oficer whocommanded. For three months 

after the commencement of the fiege, the enemy 

made fcarcely any impreffion on the. works, and 

did little injury to the garrifon ;-but after they had 

finifhed their batteries, and mounted all their guns 

and mortars; the fire from fo tremendous an ar- 

tillery began to damage the upper works of the 

caftle, and rendered a number of the guns 
mounted upon them unferviceable. Still, how- 

ever, the body of the works remained uninjured, 

and the garrifon not much diminifhed. But, about 

‘this time, a moft inveterate fcurvy began to pre- 

vail amongft the troops, which, baffling all medi- 

cal fkill, by the beginning of February had fpread 

fo widely, that_of the whole garrifon only fix 
hundred and fixty were capable of bearing arms. 

_,. Under thefe circumftances general Murray was 
carer Teduced to the neceffity of capitulating, In the 
St. Philip’s. articles of capitulation every thing was granted 
that he required, except the claufe for freeing the 
garrifon from being prifoners, to which the duke 

de Crillon was prohibited from confenting by a 

fpecial inftru€tion of the king of Spain; but. in 

order to foften the rigour of this inftrudtion, the 

troops were allowed to be fent to Great Britain, 

under the cuftomary condition of not ferving un- 

til they were regularly exchanged. ‘The terms of 
capitulation having been fettled, St. Philip’s Caftle 

was furrendered on the fifth of February: And 
t thus the ifland of Minorca was reftored to the 
crown of Spain, after it had been in the poffeffion 
of Great Britain about feventy-four years. The 
whole lofs of the garrifon, in -killed-and wounded, 
| during 
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during the fiege; amounted to two hundred and CHA P. 
eight: Of thefe fifty- nine were killed, and one *LV!- 
hundred and forty nine wounded. ae 
- Nearly about the fame time the ifland of St. Reduaion 
Chriftopher’s in the Weft Indies was reduced by % the iad 
the marquis de Bouille.. After the return of the topher’s. 
count de Grafle with his fleet from North America, 
an expedition was planned between him and the 
marquis de Bouillé againft the ifland of Barbadoes, 
in confequence of which the latter embarked with 
eight thoufand troops, and the fleet failed from 
Martinique on the twenty-eighth of December. By 
contrary winds it was driven greatly to leeward, 
and as Barbadoes. was to windward of Martinique, 
and much time would be loft in beating up, the 
French commanders determined to change the 
object of the expedition, and proceed againft the 
ifland of St. Chriftopher’s, where the troops were 
landed on the eleventh of January. Brigadier- 
general Frafer, a brave old oficer who commanded 
the few Britifh troops that were in the ifland, find- 
ing himfelf totally unable to oppofe the landing 
of the French, took poft with his little garrifon 
upon Brimitone Hill, where he was joined by go- 
vernor Shirley with fome militia of the ifland. 
Vhe regular force under Frafer confifted of the 
firft battalion of the firft regiment, the two flank 
companies of the fifteenth, and a detachment of 
the royal artillery, the whole amounting to fix 
hundred men. ‘The militia who joined him with 
governor Shirley, were about three hundred. 
Brimitone Hill, where-he took poft, was a place 
of great natural ftrengtn, from its height and in- 
acceflibility: Some works had been erected upon 
the top.of it, but in no refpect fuitable to the na- 
tural ftrength and importance of the place. The 
French, having landed, immediately began to in- 
velt Brimitone Hill, whilft the count de Graffe 
with 
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CHAP. with his flect lay at anchor in Baffe Terre Road, 


XLVI. 


SS 
1782, 


to cover the fiege. Sir Samuel Hood, who in the 
abfence of fir George Rodney commanded the 
Britifh fleet in the Welt Indies, and was then at 
Barbadoes, having received intelligence of the’ 
deftination of the French armament, failed with 
his fleet for the relief of St. Chriftopher’s, where 
he arrived in the evening of the twenty-third of 
January. The next morning at dawn he be- 


_ gan to form his line, with a view of bearing 


down and attacking the French fleet at an- 
chor. His own fleet confifted of only twenty- 
two fhips of the line: That of the ‘count de 
Graffe amounted to thirty-two; but even with 
this inferiority, relying’ on the fuperior fkill and 
valour of Britifh feamen, he determined to make 
a bold attempt for the relief of the ifland. From 
the circumftance of two of his fhips running foul 
of each other, he was prevented from executing 
his defign on that day ; and in the mean time he: 
took a French frigate from Martinique, loaded 
with ordnance ftores for the fiege of Brim{tone 
Hill, the capture of which greatly delayed the 
enemy in making their approaches. The next 
morning the Britifh fleet having formed the line, 
advanced to the attack. ‘I'he count de Grafle, on 
perceiving their defign, left his anchorage ground 
and ftood out to fea, with a view of obtaining room 
to avail himfelf of his fuperiority in number. Sir 
Samuel Hood immediately faw the advantage to 
be gained from this movement of the enemy, and 
{till preferving the appearance of an attack, in 
order to draw them farther from the land, at Taft 
pufhed by them with full fail, and took poffeffion 
of the anchorage which they had quitted. The 
count de Grafle attempted to cut off the Britith 
rear; but commodore Affleck, who commanded 
it, ‘fapported ons his feconds, captain Cornwallis. 

and 
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and lord Robert Manners, kept up fo tremendous C H AP. 
a fire, that he could make no impreffion, and with LVI. 
little lofs to themfelves, greatly covered the other 
fhips of the divifion whilft getting into. their ftati- 
ons in the anchorage-ground. ‘Two attacks were 
made the next day by the count de Grafle upon 
the Britifh fleet at anchor; but in both he was re- 
_  pulfed, and in the. laft with fo confiderable lofs, 
_ that during the remainder of the fiege he kept at 
_ adiftance. The lofs of the Britith. fleet in thefe 
attacks amounted to feventy-two killed, and two 
hundred and forty-four wounded: ‘That of the 
French is unknown, but it was faid that they fent 
a thoufand wounded men to St. Euftatius. The 
fuccefsful manceuvre practifed by the Britifh ad- 
_miral of decoying the count de Graffe from the 
road of Baffle Terre, and occupying it in his ftead, 
produced at firft flattering expectations that the 
ifland might yet be preferved. But the great fu- 
periority of the French force on fhore, compared 
with that of the garrifon, foon enabled the mar- 
quis de Bouillé to inveft the fort on Brimftone 
Hill fo elofely, that all communication between it 
and the Britifh fleet was entirely cut off, whilft, in 
confequence of the. fame caufe, his own commu- 
nication with the count de Grafle was open, by 
means of every other landing-place upon the 
ifland, except that of Baffle ‘Verre Road. The 
French, although expofed to a vigorous fire from 
the garrifon, and confiderably delayed by the cap- 
ture of one of their ordnance veilels, and the lofs of 
another, wrecked. upon the recks, continued to 
advance their works and profecute the attack with 
unremitting induftry, until they had mounted on 
their different, batteries twenty-four large mortars, 
and twenty-three pieces of heavy cannou. . ‘Fhe 

effect of the fire from fo powerful an artillery - 
acting upon a fpot, the greateft diameter of which 
was 
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eafily conceived: Early in the fiege, every houfe 
onthe hill was either confumed or torn to pieces 
by the enemy’s bombardment and cannonade: In 
the latter part of it, almoft all the guns were 
either difmounted or difabled; and at laft an 
entire and perfect breach was made on the north- 
welt fide of the works, which, from the want of 
intrenching tools, it was impoffible to repair. By 
this time alfo, from the great defertion of the mili- 
tia, and the number of the killed and wounded, 
thofe who remained in the garrifon, fit for duty, 
did not exceed five hundred men. After all the 
efforts of courage and perfeverance, governor 
Shirley and general Frafer were reduced to the 
neceffity of capitulating: Very liberal terms were 
obtained both for the inhabitants and the garrifon : 
And on the twelfth of February, the fort at Brim- 
ftone Hill, and the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s, 
with the dependent ifland of Nevis, were furren- 
dered to the marquis de Bouillé. ‘lhe whole lofs 
of the Britifh regulars in garrifon at Brimftone 
Hill during the fiege, amounted to one hundred 
and feventy-fix; thirty-eight being killed, one 
hundred and twenty-five wounded, and thirteen 
miffing. There being no farther occafion for the 
Britith fleet to remain in Baffle Terre Road, fir 
Samuel Hood put to fea in the night of the four- 
teenth, unperceived by the'enemy, and direéted 
his courfe to Barbadoes, where he expected to 
meet fir George Rodney with a reinforcement of 
thips from England. The furrender of Monte 
ferrat, as was expected, fucceeded the lofs of St. 
Chriftopher’s and Nevis ; a detachment from the 
French fleet, on its return to Martinique, having 
appeared before it on the twenty-fecond of Fe- 
Druary, ; 

From 
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From the avowed principles and fentiments of CH A P. 
thofe who held the chief offices in the new admi- XLVI. 
niftration, no doubt was entertainéd that peace 
with the revolted colonies would be one of the 
firft objects of their attention, and that the claim 
of independence fet up by the latter, would be no 
bar to a fettlement. In the preceding year, the’ 
American congrefs had granted full powers to five 
of their agents in Europe to treat of a peace; and 
with thofe perfons, or fome of them, means were 
found to open an intercourfe early in April: But 
fo many previous difficulties were to -be cleared 
away, that fome time muft be expected to elapfe 
before they could enter on the final difcuffion of 
the bufinefs. | 

One of the laft as of the former adminiftrati- General 

. Carleton 
on was to appoint general Carleton (now lord spoointed 
Dorchefter) commander in chief in America in commander 
the room of fir Henry Clinton. He was continu. 7 omt® 
ed in office by the new adminiftration; and, in ftead of fir 
confequence of the inftruétions he received, a fort Hem 
of tacit ceffation of hoftilities was obferved’ be- 
tween the two armies in the neighbourhood of New 
York ; neither of them attempting to moleit the 
other. In other parts of the world, the war was 
{till to be profecuted with vigour againft France, 

Spain, and Holland. The two former of thefe 
powers had agreed to renew their attempt this 
year againft the ifland of Jamaica: And, to fruf- 
trate their defigns, fir George Rodney, foon after 
his arrival in England, inthe fall of the preceding 
year, was difpatched to refume his command in 
the Welt Indies, with a reinforcement of twelve, 
fhips of the Jine. He failed from the Channel in 
January, and arrived at Barbadoes on the nine- 
teenth of February. | In confequence of the intel- 
ligence there received of the atttack made on St. 
Chriftopher’s (the news of its furrender not hav- 

ing 
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CHA Ping then arrived), be put tofea immediately, ‘witty 
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April, 


an. intention, of joining fir Samuel Hood, and at- 
tempting its relief. Op his! paflage, he met the 


‘Britith fleet returning. from: Se Chriftopher’s ;eand 


as the ifland .was .already:furrenderedys and the 
count de.Grafle had failed: for’ Martiniiqie, he pro- 
ceeded with the whole fleet to St, Lucie, the mott 
convenient {tation for watching the eneniy’s moti= 
ops. For this purpofe fome. of his frigates were 
{tationed fo as'to give him the earlieft intelligences 
whilit the reft:of the fleet took’ on beard provifions 
and water to: laft. them. for five months) © “As: the 
fatety of Jamaica, and indeed of ‘every: other! Briv 
ti wfland in the Welt Indies; depended upon the 
exertions now to be made to bring the ‘count’ de 
Grafle to aion, before he could form: a junction 
with the Spanith fleet todeewardy the intervenines 
{pace of time was probably!a period not only of: 
great expectation, -but of much anxietyandsdift 
quietude, «tothe! Britith admirabin: | 4 bo moilss 

On the fifth of: April intelligence wastreceivedy 
that: the: Frenchy wereiembarking troops’ onboard. 


‘their fhipsoof war ; and on'the eiphthy. at breaktof 


day, a fgnat trom the Andromache, -captain By-* 


ren, anneunced that their fleet ‘was coming oft of 


Fert. Royal Bay, and: ftanding’ to the‘northewelt: 
Sir George. Rodney. immediately: threw: out ‘the- 
fignal for. weighing anchor, which: was‘inftantly 
obeyed with fo much alacrity, that-thewhole Bri. 


teh Jeet, confifting of thirty-fixe fhips ‘of the linet 


was clear of Gros Iflet Bay. before non; ard pro. 
ceeding-with a’ prefs of fail in purfuitofi the éne- 
my. Before day. the‘ next morning, the enemy 
was ducovered under. Dominique; and«in “this 
figuation: both fleets were for fome' time betalmed:: 
The enemy got the breeze-firft, and ftood towards: 
Guadaloupe: The van of the Britith fleet, com 
manded by fir, Samuel Hood, received: it: néxé} 

| and 
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and ftood after them with a prefs of fail; whilft CHA P. 
the centre and rear were {till becalmed. Although XLVI. 
it was obviouily the defign of the Count de Grafie 

to» avoid an engagement, the opportunity which 
now prefented itfelf of overpowering the Britith 

van, whilft the centre and rear lay becalmed, was 

not to be refifted: When, therefore, fir Samuel, 
Hood’s divifion had approached fo near as to en- 

gage, the count de Graffe bore down upon it with 

his whole force. At one time, it is faid, the Bar- 

fleur, Hood’s thip, had feven of the enemy’s hips 

firing upon her, and during the greateft part of the 

action not lefs than three: And although every 

fhip of his divifion had:a fuperior force to contend 
with, fo nobly did they fupport each other, and 

with fuch effect return the enemy’s fire, that no 
advantage could be obtained over them ; and, as 

it afterwards appeared, the enemy in this ‘un- 

equal conflict received more damage than they oc- 

cafioned. At length part of the centre got near 

enough to engage, and take part in the aétion: 

But when the breeze reached the rear of the Bri- 

tifh: fleet, the count de Grafle withdrew his thips 

from action, and, having the advantage of the 

wind, kept at fuch a diftance as to baffle all the. 
endeavours of the Britifh commander to renew it. 

In this action the Roval Oak and Montagu, the 

two leading fhips of the van, fultained confidera- ; 
_ ble damage, and the fervice a heavy lofs, in the 

death of captain Bayne, of the Alfred. ‘f'wo of 

the French thips were fo muc difabled as to be 

gbliged to quit the fleet, and ‘uke fhelter in Gua- 

daloupe. ‘The Britifh fleet lay-to the night after 

the. action to repair their damages, and the next 

morning made fail to windward in purfuit of the 

enemy ; but with fo little effe&t, that by the morn- 

' ing of the eleventh the French fleet had got fo-far 

tq windward, that fome of their thips were fearcely 

> Mac. : li yilible. 
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‘CHAP. vifible. In the mean time the rear divifion of the” 


XLVI. 


1782. 


Britith fleet, commanded by Admiral Drake, had | 
been tran{pofed to the van, which now became 
the rear. Fortunately, about noon of the eleventh, _ 
one of the enemy’s fhips was feen a great way to. . 
windward, apparently in a difabled condition, . 
repairing her damages: A general chafe was im-: - 


_ mediately ordered; and towards evening one of — 


Naval en- 
gagement 
between 
admiral 
Rodney 
and the 
count de 
Graife, 


the leading {hips approached fo near, that-fhe muft 
inevitably have been taken, had not the countde | 
Grafle, feeing her danger, borne down with his 
whole fleet for her proteétion. This movement | 
brought the two fleets fo near, that nothing but 
the approach of night prevented an immediate 
engagement ; which muft neceflarily happen in 
the morning, if things were preferved in their 
prefent relative ftate during the night. Such mea- 
{ures were immediately taken by fir George Rod- 
ney as he thought would be effectual for that pur- 
pofe; and when day light appeared, he had’ the 
fatisfaction to perceive, that what he had fo much 
defired was on the point of being accomplithed ; 
and that it was not in the power of the count de 
Graffe, if fo inclined, to avoid a general engage- 
ment, ‘Lhe fignal se clofe adtion was thrown 
out; and, pour half after feven in the morning, 
the, aétion was begun by captain Penny in the 
Marlborough, the leading fhip of the Britifh van. 
The: two fleets:met on oppofite tacks, and there 
being little wind, the Britifh fhips ranged flowly 
along, and clofe under the lee of the enemy’s line, 
delivering and continuing a moft.tremendous fire, 
which the French received and returned with the 
utmoft firmnefs. About noon fir George Rodney, 
in the Formidable, having pafled the Ville de Pa- 
ris, the count. de Grafle’s fhip, and her fecond, 
fo clofe asto be-almoft in conta&, and having 
made a a . vifible inipréfiion - them by a fire fo 
quick 
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quick and well dire€ted, that it was almoft infup-C H A P. 


the fecond and third fhip aftern of the Ville de 
Paris, followed and nobly fupported by the Duke, 
Namur, and Canada; the reft of his divifion 
coming up in fucceflion, The Formidable imme. 
diately wore round; and a fignal being made for 
the van divifion under admiral Drake to tack, the 
Britith fleet thus gained the wind, and ftood upon 
the fame tack with the enemy. . By this bold ma- 
noeuvre, the French line was effectually broke and 
feparated, and the whole thrown into confufion: 
It decided the fate of the day, although it did not 
end the action, which continued with unremitting 
fury till fun-fet. ‘Yhe rear of the Britith fleet be- 
ing becalmed, did not for fome time get into acti- 
on, and when the breeze {prung up, it was fo fniall, 
that fir Samuel Hood, in the Barfteur, took an 
hour and a half to pafs the enemy’s line only fo 
far as the opening made by the Formidable, keep- 
ing up, during all this time, a moft tremendous, 
well-connected fire. The French hips being 
crowded with men, the carnage on board their 
fleet_was prodigious: Still however they fought 
with fuch obftinate bravery, as if the fate of their 
country depended upon the iffue of the day. 
Count de Graife, with his own and the other thips 


‘In the centre, with{tood till evening all the efforts 


of the various fhips thatattacked him. The gal- 
lantry of captatn Cornwallis of the Canada, a ‘fe- 
venty-four gun fhip, was, on this occafion, thé 
admiration of the whole fleet: Having fought the 
Hector, a French fhip of equal force with his own, 
until the {truck her colours, he left her to. be taken 
poffeflion of by a frigate; and, as if emulous to 
revenge his brother’s caufe, pufhed on to the 
Ville de Paris, which he engaged for two hours, 
notwithflanding the inequality of his force, and 

lia left 


portable, ftood athwart the enemy’s line between — 
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CHAP. lef her almoft a wreck. Still, however; the count 
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de Grafle ‘refufed to furrender, and feemed un- 
willing to ftrike to any fhip without a flag. ‘To- 
wards fun fet fir Samuel Hood, in the Barfleur, 
reached the Ville de Paris, and poured in a molt 
deftruétive fire. The count de Graffe bore it for 
about ten minutes, when he ftruck his flag, and 
furrendered. At this time, it is faid, only three 
men were left alive and unhurt upon the upper 
deck, of whom the count de Graffe was one. 
Previoufly to the furrender of the Ville de Paris, 
the Heétor, as already mentioned, had ftruck to 
captain. Cornwallis. The Ardent, of fixty-four 
guns, taken by d’Orvilliers in the Britifh Channel, 
-was retaken; the Cafar and the Glorieux, both 
of feventy-four guns, had alfo furrendered, but 
‘not till they were reduced to mere wrecks; and 
‘the Diadem, another feyenty-four, had been funk 
by a fingle broadfide from the Formidable in a 
generous exertion to. fuccour the Ville de Paris. 


Night at length putting anend to the engagement, 


the Britifh admiral threw out the fignal for his 
‘fleet to bring-to, that he might keep it collected, 
and fecure the prizes. © But unfortunately the Ca- 
far, one of them, blew up by accident in the 
night of the engagement; and a lieutenant and 


‘fifty Britifh feamen, with about four hundred pri- 


foners, perifhed by the explofion. On board tne 
Ville de Paris were found thirty-fix chefts of mo- 


‘ney deftined for the pay and fubfiftence of the 
troops in the defigned attack on Jamaica; and st 


feems to have been fingularly providential, that 
the whole train of artillery, with the battering 


cannon and travelling carriages meant for that ex- ] 
‘ped’tion, were on board the fhips now taken. ‘The 
Ville: de Paris was the largeft fhip in the French - 


kiag’s fervice: She was a prefent from the city of | 
Paris to Louis the Fifteenth ; and no expence was | 
{pared } 
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fpared to render the gift worthy both ‘of the city CH AP. 


and-the monarch. Her building and fitting a, ea seth 
fea are faid to have coft one harmed ed and feventy- , i 84. 


fix thoufand: pounds fterling. 

Sir George Rodney in this engagement happily 
exemplified »the great advantage derived from 
bringing Britith fhips and feamen into clofe ation. 
The whole lofs of men on board the Britifh fleet, 
in the actions of the ninth and twelfth of April, 
amounted only to two hundred and thirty-feven 
killed, and feven hundred and fixty-fix wounded : 
Whereas the lofs of the French, in the fame acti- 
ens, was computed at three thoufand flain, and 
more than double that number wounded. That 
the computation was not exaggerated, appears 
probable from the known lofs on board particular 
tfhips: In the Ville de Paris alone were killed up- 
wards of four hundred, and in feveral other fingle 
fhips between two and 300. And, by the confeflion 
of the French themfelves, their fhips that efcaped, 
were fo fhattered in the aétion as to be little lefs 
than ruined. ‘lhe Britifh line confifted of thirty- 
fax, and the French line only of thirty-two fhips, 
after the two difabled in the action of the ninth 
had left it: But when it is confidered, that fix 
fhips of Hood’s divifion, from the {cantinefs of 
the wind, never could be brought into adtion, it 
will be found that the fuperiority in number of 
thofe actually engaged, was at leaft on the fide of 
the French.. 

The enemy’s fhips that efcaped, made off to 
leeward the night after the action in the beft man- 
ner they could, and before morning were entirely 
out of fight. Four of them ran down to the 
Dutch ifland of Curagoa; but. the greater part, 
under Bougainville and Vaudreuil, the fecond and 
third in command, kept together, and diretted 
_ their courfe for Cape Francois. ‘The next morn- 
_- ing fir George Rodney, after receiving a capi 
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CHAP: of the ftate of his fleet, attempted to purfue, but 
XLVI. was becalmed for three days under, Guadaloupe, 
1782, Which. greatly favoured the -efcape of the enemy. 
He afterwards, by means of his frigates, exa- 
mined the French ports to windward, to difcover 
whether any thips of their fleet had: taken fhelter 
in them; and being at laft convinced that they 
wereall gone to leeward, he difpatched fir Samuel 
Hood, whofe '‘divifion. had, fuffered little in the ac- 
tion, to the weft end of Hifpaniola, in hopes of 
meeting with fome of their difabled thips, whilft 
he himfelf followed with. the reft: of the fleet to 
join him off Cape Tiberoon. . In the Mona paf- 
lage, between Hifpaniola and Porto Rico, fir Sa+ 
muel Hood got fight.of five French fhips, two of 
the line, and three . frigates ;- all of which were 
taken, except one frigate, that efcaped.by.a fud= 
den fhift of the wind, Thus the enemy by this 
action loft in all, eight fhips of the line, and two 
frigates. Sir George Rodney now proceeded to 
Jamaica with the prizes, andfuch of the Britith 
fhips as were moft difabled, leaving fir Samuel 
Hood, with twenty-five fail of the line, to keep 

the fea, and watch the enemy’s motions. 

In confequence of the defeat of the French 
fleet, the expedition againft Jamaica was entirely 
given up; and the action of the twelfth of April 
may be faid to have terminated the war in the 
Weft Indies. The reduction of ‘the inconfidera-: 
ble. Britifh fettlement on the Bahama .Iflands by: 
an armament fitted out at the Havannah, was the 
only hoftile attempt made in that quarter..of the 
world by either of the allied powers after the pe- 
riod of Rodney’s victory. The reports carried to 
the governor of the Havannah of the weak ftate. 

_ Of the garrifon, provoked the attack; and -that- 
thofe reports were not unfounded, teems probable- 
from the facility with which the conqueft was- 

made. 
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made. Onthe fixth of May, in the evening, theC Ha P. 


Spanifh armament, confifting of three frigates arid 
fixty fail of tranfports, having on board two thou 
fand five hundred troops, appeared before them: 
And on the next day, upon the firft fummons; the 
governor, after holding two confultations, one 
with his council and the other with the officers of 
the garrifon, confifting of only one hundred and 
feventy invalids, and the principal inhabitants of 
the place, agreed to furrender on ‘terms of capi- 
-tulation. ‘ 
Whilit fir George Rodney triumphed over the 
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Profperity 
of Britith 


enemies of Britain in the Weft; the credit and amirs in 
reputation of her arms were nobly fupported in the Eat 


the Eaft, under the aufpices of the governor ge- 
neral.of Bengal, Mr. Haftings, and the more im- 
mediate direction of fir Edward Hughes by fea, 
and fir Eyre Coote by land. The latter, under 
many difadvantages, amongft which a fearcity of 
provifions for the fubfiftence of the army was not 
the leaft; baffled all the attempts of Hyder Ally 
to regain that footing in the Carnatic, which he 
had loft the preceding year: And the former, al- 
though he had to contend againit M. de Suffrein, 
one of the ableft officers.in the naval fervice’ of 
France, who commanded a very fupérior ‘force, 
defeated him in four hard-fought actions within 
the fhort {pace of feven months. But that which 
ferved moft to advance and fecure the Britifh in- 
tereft in India, was the means that were found to’ 
make a peace with the Mahratta States, and detach 
them frem the intereft of Hyder Ally.. This event’ 
took place in the month of May; and, by one of 
the articles of the pacification, the contracting 
parties became bound to compel Hyder Ally to 
reftore all the places taken from the India Compa- 
ny fince the commencement of the war. Thus 
the Mahrattas were not only detached from the in- 

| : tereft 


ndies, 
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CHAP. tereft of Hyder Ally, but provifionally became 
XLVI. bound to att againit him.: 

1782. _ in Europe the principalaim of the riew admi- 

niftration feems ‘to have been. to! obftruét, as far 

Condué of as was in’ their power, the failing:of the enemy’s 

miniftrae COnvoys, to protect the outward and: homeward » 
ven. bound Britifh tradé, to prevent the ‘Dutch fleet 
from forming a junction with that of ‘France ‘and 

‘Spain, to relieve the garrifon of Gibraltar, by 
furnifhing it with the cuftomary annual fupplies, 

and, in general; rather to preferve things in their 

prefent ftate during the conferences for a peace, 

than incur the rifk of lofs from the defire of ob- 

‘taining any poflible advantage. Inthe month of 
Apriladmiral Barrington failed on a cruize with 
twelve fhips of the line to intercept a convoy faid 

to be then ready to leave Breft, and on the twen- 

tieth fortunately got fight of it.» The convoy con- 

“fifted of eighteen tranfports, ‘having troops on 
‘board, and laden with provifion and ftores for the 

ufe of the French fleet in the Eaft Indies: It failed 

from Breft under the’ protection of the Pegafe and 
Protecteur, of*feventy-four guns each, |’ Adtio- 

naire, of fixty-four guns, but armed en flute, and 

a frigate. ‘A general chafe was immediately or- 

deréd by the Britifh admiral; and, in the courfe 

of it, the Pegafe was taken by captain’ Jarvis in 

the Foudroyant, P Aionaire by captain Maitland 

in the Queen, and eleven or twelve of the: tranf- 

“ports by the other fhips of the fquadron.’ After 

this fuccefsful cruize admiral Barrington returned 

“to Portfmouth about the end of the month.. In- 
telligence being received about this time,*that the 

‘Dutch fleet-was ready to fail fromthe ‘Lexel, lord 
Howe, -with “a fuitable fquadron, was difpatched 

to the coaft of Holland to watch “its motionis. 

‘fhe Dutch fieet, inftead of being only in a ftate 

: bi preparation for coming out, had — failed ; 

but, 
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put, upon! ireceiving intelligence-of ldrd-Howe’s C1 A P. 


deftination, returned again into. pott,-where it 
quietly: remained during the time-of his lordthip’s — ,58,, 


cruize, ‘which>lafted about’ a month before he 


carried his fquadron back tov Spitheads -About’ 
the beginning ‘of sJune,: the combined fleets.cof - 
France and sSpain,;yainder the command of. the 


-count de Guichen ahd don Louis Gordova, failed 
from Cadiz 3 and im its: progrefs-to the northward 


took-eighteen hips ‘of ‘a:fleet:of Britith-merchant- 


men, bound sfor -Newfoundland and. Quebec, 
chiefly laden >with: provifionss The reft of the 


merchantmen, amounting to about’ ten fail, with 


‘the thips ef war appointed'for:their convoy, made 


their efcape, «Asthe combined fleet proceeded ‘to 


-cruize about the mouth: of the ‘channel, great ap- 


prehenfions began’ to besentertained: for the fafery 
of a homeward-bound Jamaiew fleet that had fail- 
ed: under the convoy>ofvonly:three fhips of the 
line, > The utmoft exertions were therefore made 


to forward the eguipment-of the, Channel: fleet, 


that it-might proceed: to fea: for its protection : 


But. with all that could be done; not more than 


twenty-two fail of the line: were.un» readinels: in 


the beginning of July.--Withsthele lord Howe 
received orders-to put to fea g) and! he accordingly 
. failed from St«Helen’s-on theifecond ofthe month. 


It does not appear that his: Jordthip;-during -his 
cruize; either faw the combined:fleet, or that for 
whofe protection; he: failed; -But, fortunately the 
latter, got fafe into the Channel on the thirtieth of 
Julyg;and about tén days see the ced fleet 
returned into port. 

In-the mean time the mighty chodanisiaue: nate Repulfe and 
by the king, of Spain, for the reduction-of..Gi- a” 
braltar, vand) the: vait ‘expectations formed from niards and 
them, drew» tbe-attention: of all. Kurope towards reine a 


that? fortrefs..<¢The, ducceflive. difappointments raiter. 
I which 
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CHAP. which the Spaniards had already met with, 
I. it would feem, ought to have taught -them 
wifdom, and induced them to abandon the at- 
tempt as hopelefs; efpecially as their arms 
might have been employed in other quarters more 
beneficially to themfelves, and confequently more 
injurioufly to Great Britain: But their obftinacy 
and perfeverance feemed to increafe with their dif- 
appointments, and the difficulties which they. had 
to furmount. Towards the clofe of the former 
year, their advanced works upon the Ifthmus, 
after being completed at a vaft expence, were de. 
molifhed in: one night by a fuccefsful fortie from 
the garrifon.- The guns and mortats mounted 
upon the batteries were fpiked, and the batteries 
themfelves fo effectually fet on fire; that before 
morning they were nearly confumed. - After this 
misfortune, the enemy féem to have principally. 
relied on an attack by water with floating batte- 
ries. The plan.of thefe batteries was the contri- 
vance of the chevalier. d’Arcon, a French engi- 
neer of fome diftinétion.. They were to be of 
fuch thicknefs and ftrength as to be impenetrable 
by fhot from the heavieft cannon, and to be con- 
ftruéted of materials calculated to refift the aion 
of fire: From fhells they were to be protected by 
a floping roof, which, by means of a mechanical 
contrivance, might be raifed or lowered at plea: 
jure.. Thus fecured, fuch a thort: diftance might 
be chofen, that the heavy artillery with which 
they were to be mounted, could not fail in a'littlé. 
time to-ruin the works of the garrifon, and ren- 
der an aflault praGicable. “Lhe engineer had the 
addrefs to reprefent his {cheme in fo favourable a 
point of view, that the moft flattering hopes of 
its fuccefs were entertained, and no expence wag 
{pared to: complete the machines according to’ his 
plan. - -Whilft they were-in a:ftate of preparation, 
te 3 the 
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the duke de Crillon, after his fuccefs at Minorca, CH A P. 
, mp ge : LVI. 
was appointed to comutand the Spanifh army bee 7" 
fore Gibraltar: ‘That army was reinforced by 4,62. 
twelve thoufand auxiliary French troops ; and to 
add» fplendour to the ifcene, two of the French 
princes. of the blood, the count d’ Artois, and the 
duke de Bourbon, with a number of the firft no- 
bility, both of France and Spain, repaired to thé 
Spanifh camp. ‘The battering machines required 
fo much timéin preparation that they were not in 
readinefs before the beginning of September, 
about which time the combined fleet of Francé 
and Spain arrived in the bay. When joinéd by 
the thips already at Algefiras, it confifted of forty- 
eight or. forty-nine fhips of the line. ‘The batter- 
ing machines were ten in number, and were’com- 
mianded by adniiral Don B. Moreno: ‘They weré 
mounted with one hundred and fifty-four pieces 
of heavy brafs cannon, and had on board upwards 
of fix thoufand men, a great proportion of which: 
were artillery-men; thirty-fix being allotted for 
the ferviceof each gun. They had alfo on board 
a number of {pare guns to replace any that might 
be damaged inaction. To give the utnioft effe& 
tothe attack, it was propofed that when the bat- 
tering fhips fhould take their flation; the Spanifli 
gun and mortar boats, of which they hada great 
number, fhould place themfelves fo as t6 flank the 
Britifh batteries on the water, and if poffible 
drive the artillery-men from theif guns. The 
combined fleet was to. cover arid aflilt the batter+ 
ing fhips: And: to diftra& the attention of thé 
gatrifon, a furious canfionadé was to comnictice 
from all the batteties on the Hthimius. An ifi- 
menfe number of large boats, that had beén col 
legted from all the ports in Spain, were alfo to bé 
in-readinefs to. carry over thé bay and land troops 
in. the fortrefs as foon'as the battering fhips fhould — 
produce 
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produce their expetted effed. The plan being 
arranged, and every thing in readinefs, the bat- 
tering: fhips. got under way about feven in the 
morning of the thirteenth of September, and be- 
tween nine and ten anchored in a regular line, 
between the Old and New Mole, at moderate dif- - 
tances from each other, and about half a mile 
from the Britifh works. Immediately a furious 
connonade began, not only from them, but from 
all the enemy’s numerous “artillery upon the I{th- 
mus, which was returned by the garrifon with 
Showers of thells and red-hot balls towards every 
quarter from whence the attacks were made. The 
hills:all around were covered with fpectators to 
behold a fcene beyond defcription grand, awful, 
and terrific. So fiercely did the garrifon return 
the enemy’s cannonade, that continued torrents of 
fire and fmoke feemed to iflue from every quarter 
of the rock: But the attention of the befieged 


was principally fixed on the battering fhips, which 


for fome time appeared to anfwer every expectati- 
on that had been formed from them. Neither 
fhot or fhells feemed to affe&t them. At length, 


about two o’clock, fmoke was feen to iffue from 
' the upper part of Don Moreno’s fhip: “And the 
_ people on board were difcovered ufing fire-engines, 


and pouring water into the fhot-holes;. Not long 
afterwards the prince of Naflau’s fhip, the next 
in fize to the admiral’s, was obferved to be. in the 


' fame condition. This fight, without doubt,-ani- 


mated the garrifon to frefh exertion, and had an 
oppofite effect upon the enemy. The other bat- 
tering {hips were evidently affected with the fitua- 
tion of their admiral and his fecond, fo that the 
fire of the garrifon had gained a vifible fuperiority 
before the evening, and it was continued with un- 
remitting fury during the night. About one in 

the 
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the morning the flames burft forth on board the CH AP. 


two fhips already mentioned, and feveral of the 
others were vifibly on fire. Signals of diftrefs 
were now made ; and boats were fent off from the 
fhore to their affitance.. Captain Curtis, who 
commanded the Britifh naval force at Gibraltar, 
feized this opportunity of completing the deftruc- 
tion of thofe machines, which had created fo much 
apprehenfion. He ftationed his gun-boats fo as 
to fank the line. of the battering fhips, and by 
keeping up a conftant fire, to cut them off from 
that affiftance which they had begun to receive 
from the fhore. In this. dreadful fituation the 
battering fhips remained during the reft of the 
night, expofed to a direct fire from the garrifon, 
and a raking fire from the gun-boats, cut off from 
affiftance, and the flames increafing every inftant. 
When day-light appeared, it prefented fuch a fcene 
of diftrefs, that. every hoftile idea was for a. time 
extinguifhed, in compaffion for the miferable 
wretches who yet remained on board the enemy’s 
battering fhips. The fire from the fortrefs ceafed:: 


And the braveft exertions were made by captain 
Curtis and the Britifh feamen, at. the rifque of 
their own lives, to refcue the Spaniards from the 


furrounding flames. _By their intrepid efforts 


about four hundred of them were faved from in- 
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evitable deftru@tion, Nine of thefe battering | 


‘machines blew up fucceflively in the courfe of the 
day; and.the tenth was burnt by captain Curtis, 
after he foand that fhe could not be brought off, 
In this. attack by fea the enemy were fuppofed to 
have loft about one. thoufand five hundred men, 
including the prifoners and wounded. Thus dif- 
aftroufly ended the laft attempt of. the Spaniards 

for thereduction. of Gibraltar. 
About the time of this attack lord Howe failed 
from the Britifh channel with the grand fleet, con- 
fifting 


Relief of 
Gibraltar. 
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CHA P. fifting of thirty-four fhips of the line, to efcort a 
XLVI. number of tranfports carrying troops, and laden 
i782, With thofe ftores and fupplies which were to enable 
ae Elliot to continue his brave defence. His 
o1dfhip was much delayed on his paflage by con- 
trary winds; but he at laft reached the Straits, 
and entered them on the eleventh of Odober. 
That fame evening part of the tranfports got fafe 
to Gibraltar: The relt, from the firength of the 
current, were unexpectedly carried paft it into the 
Mediterranean. Lord Howe followed with his 
fleet, and colle€ted them; and by the eighteenth: 
- conducted the whole fafely into the bay, where 
they difembarked the troops, and landed theit 
cargoes. Fifteen hundred barrels of gunpowder 
were alfo fpared fiom the fleet, as an additional 
fupply to the garrifon. ‘To the honour of his lord- 
fhip it is to be remarked that the whole of this 
fervice was fuccefsfully performed in the face of 
the combined fleet, which lay in Gibraltar Bay at 
the time of his arrival. he enemy either de- 
pended fo greatly upon the fuperiority of their 
number, or were fo much overawed by their op- 
ponent’s malterly difpofition for defence, that they 
did not attempt to moleft him. The relief of 
Gibraltar being effe@ed, his lordfhip on the nine-. 
teenth took advantage of an eafterly wind to repals 
the Straits, andenter the Atlantic. Fhe combin-. 
ed fleet followed, and on the twentieth, towards 
funfet, bore down fo far as to commence a diftant 
cannonade, which was held in fo much contempt 
by the Britifh commander, that although three of 
their number were firing upon his own fhip, he 
did not deign to return a fhot. They afterwards 
made an attempt to cut off fome fhips in the rear; 
but were fo warmly received as to be obliged to 
fheer 
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fheer. off with lofs. In the morning, the combin- CHA P- 


ed fleet being a great way to windward, and appa- 
rently fteering for Cadiz, lord Howe proceeded 
on his return to England, difpatching on his way 
eight fhips of the line to the Weft Indies, and fix 
to the coaft of Ireland, 

During thefe tranfaions a partial change had 
taken place in the Britifh adminiftration. Upon 
the death of the marquis of Rockingham, about 
the beginning of July, the earl of Shelburne was 
appointed firft lord of the treafury in his ftead: 
In confequence of this appointment, or from fome 
other caule, Mr. Fox, and feveral other principal 
members of adminiftration, refigned their offices; 
and were fucceeded by others, more in the intereft 
of the earl of Shelburne. 


‘Thofe changes, however, did not affect the ne- 


gociations carrying on at Paris for putting an end 
to the war. Mr. Ofwald; a Britifh merchant, and 


the particular friend of prefident Laurens, who: 
had been fo long confined in the Tower, was ap=: 
pointed to negotiate with the American commiffi- 


oners ; and Mr. Thomas Grenville firft, and after- 


wards Mr. Fitzherbert, were fucceflively deputed 


to treat with the minifters of the other allied 


powers.. The later events of the prefent year’ 


had all a tendency to bring the powers at war 
more nearly upon a level. At the clofe-of the 
former year, Great Britain feemed nearly over- 
whelmed by the ftrength and fucceiles of her nume- 


rous foes: But,the fignal vitory obtained by fir. 


George Rodney in the Weft Indies, with the blow 
given tothe naval forceof'France in that quarter of 


the world; the defeat of the Spaniards before Gib-. 


raltar, andthe fuccefsful relief of its garrifon, inthe 


view of a fuperior fleet; and the fplendid effeéts . 


of 
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“CHAP. of the Britith!pélicy-and arms imsA fia’; "raifedethe 
Aba I veputation of /the’ ‘mation. to. its “wonted level 
ao iis . 

1782. amongfh the powers of Europe; and gave heriad- 
_ ditional weight, eithef for the’ accomplithnrent of 
, peace, or thefarther profecutiom of: the war. “But 
the derangement of the.financés, both/of France 
~ and Spain, was the principal caufe which difpofed 
thofe powers to liften to the terms of accommoda- 

tion, . ; Peers Sti P vis PTH Pi (See 
1o “The internal diftreffes in every»quarter -of the 
revolted colonies, the mutinous difpofition of their 
_ armies, from the want: of all.neceflary ‘fupplies, 
, and the utrer inability of the congrefs to futnith 
them, were well known to the American commif- 
fioners, and ftrongly prompted them:.not «to: det 
- pals the prefent ‘opportunity. of reftoring toitheir 
country the bleflings of peace. .. Thé negotiations 
with. thofe. commiffioners |. were. therefore, firit 
brought to.aconclufion: «And, en :the*thirtieth 
-of November, provifional articles of peace were 
figned by Mr. Ofwald on the part of;Great:Bri- 
tala, and by Mr. John Adams, Benjamin’Frank- 
_lin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, on theypart of 
, the revolted colonies, now the United» States: of 
-~America, which were not to take effect until peace 
, fhould be agreed upon between Great Britain aud 
Vrance. . By thofe articles the thirteen United 
-States-of America were acknowledged to-be free, 
Jovereign, and independent: ‘The limits of their 
country were afcertained, as far as was practicable, 
_ by natural boundaries; and thofe limits were ex- 
tended fo far to the weftward as to-contain within 
them an immenfe extent of territory, partly un- 
-fettied, and partly {till inhabited by the Indians, 
-the original.proprietors: A right was granted to 
, tuem to fifh-on the banks and coafts.of Newfound- 
land, in the Gulph ef St. Laurence, and on the 
so if coatts, 


) 
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coa{ts, bays, ' and «creeks .of-all the other:Britifh CH A P. 


fith in any, of: the unfettled baysj harbours, : and 


vereeks vof (Nova Scotia; Magdalen: Iflands,. and 


‘Labrador : ~ Itewas:ftipulated that creditors on 
either fidefhould meet with no lawful impediment 
in the recovery of their debts::°A recommendation 
was to: be made’by congrefs-to the legiflatures of 
the different ftates, to reftore the confifcated ‘eftates 
and “properties ' of real: Britith: fubjects;-alfo of 
thofe refident within the Britifh:lines:in America, 
who had not borne arms again{ft the United States ; 
and alfo of .perfons of any other defeription, upon 
their refunding to the ‘prefent poffeflors the price 
bond fide paid by fuch:poffeffors at the time of pur- 
chafing fuch eftates: It was ftipulated, ‘that’ no 
‘future confifcations® fhould be made, nor ‘any-pro- 
fecutions commenced, for the® part taken by any 
perfon during the war, nor‘any future’ lofs by any 
one, either in his perfon, liberty; or property, on 
that account : It was agreed that prifoners on both 
fides fhould be fet’at liberty; and‘ that the Britifh 
‘pofts within ‘the United States fhould’ be evacuated 
twith all convenient fpeed': . The navigation of the 
‘Miffiffippi to remain’ free and open to the fubjeés 
tof: both powers,’ “And?fhould ‘any place be taken 


- én’ either fide, before the arrival of thefe articles 


sin America, fuch‘place to be re{tored without com 
besten . 

«'The preliminary articles of peace with: Biance, 
“ypoir which thofe with America were to take effet, 


«were not figned till the twentieth of January 1784. , 


Thofe with Spain were executed at the fame time. 
.The general ground of thofe articles’ was.the mu- 
tual reftitution of all places take” on either fide 

during the war, with fome few exceptions. France 

was to -retain Tobago and Senegal; Spain, Mi- 

-Vot. I. Kk notca 


‘dominions in America, and to:cure andidry their awhile 
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CHAP. norca and Weft. Florida; and Great: Britain to 
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cede Eaft Florida to Spain. The Dutch ifland of 
St. Euftatius, and the provinces of Demerara 
and Iffequibo, to be reftored by France to the 
United:Provinces. At the fame time a fufpenfion 
of hoftilities with the Du'ch was agreed upon, 
until: terms; of peace with that nation could be 
finally adjufted, - Pe 

» ‘Thus ended the moft extenfive, difficult, and 
burdenfome war in which Great Britain was ever 
engaged*. : 


THE American RevorurTion is the grandeft 
effect of combination that has been yet exhibited 
to the world: A combination formed by popular 
reprefentation and the art of printing;. So vaft 

a force 


7 


’ # The foreign debt of America, incurred by the war, amount- 
ed to 7,885,085 dollars; the domeftic debt to 34,115,290 dol- 
lérs 3 fo thar taking the dollar at 4s. 6d. {terling, the foreign and 
domettic debt amounted to 9,450,084 potinds flerling, the inte- 
reft of which, at 6 per cent, which is the intereft generally paid 
in America, amounts to 567,0C¢5 pounds. The war is com- 
puted to havé coft Great Britain 115,654,914 pounds, and the 
additional annual burden, in confequence of that war, 4,557,575 
pounds, from January 1775 to the peace in 1783. Americais 
faid to have loft by the {word and natural deaths in the army. and 
navy, not lefs than 100,000 men. The number of men killed 
in the Britifh fervice, during the war, amounted, by the returns 
at New York, to 43,633. 

By computation the whole territory of the American States. - 
contains a million of {quare miles, in which are 640 millions of 
acres ; of thefe, 51 millions are water, which being dedudted, 
the total amount of acres of laid in the United States of Ame- 
riea is 589 millions. 


+ Ca Pr AIN NewTe, in his philofophical and very interefting 
Tour in England and Scotland, having delineated Scotland and 
the North of England as fhaped by the hand of nature, is led, 

io tad - from 


oe 
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a fotce as was exerted by Great Britain had never CH A P, 


been fent to fo great a diftance, nor refifted by 
any power apparently fo unequal to the conteft. 


The military genius of Britain was unimpaired ; 


fhe rofe with elaftic force under every blow; and. 
feemed capable, by the immenfity of her revenues, 
of wearying out, by perfeverance, the adverfity of 
fortune: But wifdom, vigour, and unanimity, 
were wanting in her public councils. The elo- 
quence of fome legiflators in oppofition to govern- 
ment; the narrow views of minifters at home; 
and the mifconduct of certain commanders abroad, 
through a feries of pufillanimity, procraftination, 
difcord, and folly; brought this country, in fpite 
of the gallant efforts of the Britifh officers and 
foldiers by land and fea, the juftice of their caufe, 
the -firmnefs of their fovereign, and the general 
vows of the people, to a crifis, which has not in- 
deed been followed (fo limited are our profpedéts 
into futurity) by all that calamity which was gene- 
rally apprehended, but which, neverthelefs, altho’ 
the national character, for fpirit and enterprife, 
was abundantly fuftained by individuals, cannot 
be regarded otherwife than as a difgrace to the 
Britifh: Since it exhibited, in our public condu, 
the triumph of party over genuine patrioti{m, and 
aipirit of peculation and pleafure prevailing in 
too many inftances over military difcipline, and a 
fenfe of military honour. The Britifh minifter 


from the names of places, to fpeak of the geographical know- 


Jedge, and the natural quicknefs in general, of mankind in a 
favage flare. On this fubjedt he fays: ‘* Inthe country of the 
‘* jjlionois, a chief of the Cafcafkias conceived the fublime 
** idea of uniting all Indian nations and tribes into one prand 
s‘ alliance, offeniive and defénfive. If this had been realized, 
‘“* Dr. Franklin’s confederation of the thirteen States would have 
“cut but a poor figure on the American continent, and the na- 
‘© tural man- would have outdone the philofopher,” 


Kk 2 | did 
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CH AP. did not poflets that towering genius which is alone 
XLVL. fitted, in difficult and turbulent times, to overcome 
the feditious, and roufe the remifs to their duty. 
‘Though a man of-fine talents, as well as an ami- 
able difpofition, he was. conftitutionally indolent: 
‘And, befides this, there was not that degree, of 
cordiality and perfedt unanimity. that the minifter 
“Was led to fuppofe amongtt the friends of /his ma- 
jelty’ s government in America. - It is, perhaps, a 
‘matter of doubt whether the loyalifts were not, 
on the whole, too fanguine i in, their expectations. 
But it is the nature of | men to cherifh the hope of 
‘relief. with an ardour proportioned to,the greatels 
: of. their ‘misfortunes. _ 
On the whole, the: Britith government. did, not 
~Proceed. on any grand fyftem that. might controut 
: particular. circumflances. and events ; but, ftudied 
to prolong their own authority by temporary. ex- 
.pedients.. They courted their adverfaries at home, 
-by..a hare of power and profit;.and the public 
_ enemies of the ftate, by partial conceflions. But 
-thele availed much more to the eftablifhment, of 
~new.claims, than all the declarations of parliamen- 
_, tary. rights. and royal prerogatives with which they 
” were accompanied, did to maintain the rights -of 
; eftablithed (BOxerameDL: : , For. fatts quickly pats 
into precedents: while manifefte is oppoled to 
. manitefto, and argument to argument... Had, the 
‘meafures adopted by Britain, been adopted in 
time*, perhaps they would not have been adopted 
_invzin. Their conceffions, as well as their arma- 
ments, were always too late. Earlier conceffion, 


* Befides a mighty navy, Great Britain had a force in Ame- 
rica, amounting nearly to 42,000 men, befides from 25,000 to 


30,000 loyalifts, who were adtually enlilled in the feveral pro- 
vincial corps railed during the war. 


or 
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or an earlier application of that. mighty force CH AF. 


which was at the difpofal of the commanders in: 7 


chief in’ i 

quafhéd the revulution! A 
‘While the natural ftrength and fpirit of Great 

Britain were embarraffed and encumbered with 


the difadvantages and errors now enumerated) the 


Americans, in fpite of a thoufand difficulties and 
wants, by the energy of liberty, the contrivance of 
neceflity, and the great advantages arifing from the 
pofleflion of the country, ultimately attained their 
obje&t. “The Americans, indeed, were not fired 
with that enthufiaftic ardour, which nations of a 
warmer temperament, ih all ages, have been wont 
to difplay in thecaufe of freedom. But they were 
guided by wife councils; they were fteady and 
perfevering ; and, on°all great occafions, not’a 


little animated’ by the courage of general Wath- 


ington, who has been proverbially called a Fabius, 
but’ in whofe chatra&er “courage, in faét, was a 
feature ftill more’ predominant than prudence. 
The American generals, ‘having the bulk of the 


“people on their fide,° were’ made acquainted with 


every movement of the Britifharmy, and enabled, 
for the moft part, to penetrate their defiens: To 
obtain intelligence,’on which fo much depends, 
was to the Britifh commanders a matter of pro- 
portionable difficulty. The Americans had neither 
money nor credit + But they learned to ftand in 
need only ofa few things; to be contented with 
the {mall allowance that nature requires; to-fuffer, 
as well as to aét. Their councils, animated by 
liberty; under the moft diftrefling circumflances, 
took a grand and high-fpirited courfe, and they 

were finally, triumphant. 
The Revolution of America, though predicted 
by. philofophy, was generally confidered as a re- 
mote 


777> might perhaps have'prévented or.” 
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CHA P. mote contingency, if not a thing wholly ideal and 
XLVI. vifionary. Its immediate caufes were altogether 
* ~~ unforefeen and improbable. It came as a furprife 
upon the world: And men were obliged to con- 
clude, either that the force of Great Britain was 
il-dire&ted, or that no invading army, in the pre- 
fent enlightened period, can be fuccefsful, in a 
country where the people are tolerably united. 


a ee a te 


N. B. The Numerals refer to the Volumes, and the 
Figures to the Pages. . 
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BERCROMBIJE, colonel, killed at Bunker’s Hill, 


1 Fas, 
pes colonel, expedition of, i. 414. His fortie from 
York, ii. 458... ta : ; 
Adtions, Battles, Skirmifbes, &c. For thefe fee the names of the 
refpective commanders under whom, and the places near which 
they were fought. - oe 
Adams, Samuel, a leader inthe provincial congrefs of Maifa= 
chufett’s Bay, i. 135. Excepted from the proffered pardon 
by government, 140. thea : 
Allegany mountains, i. 3. 
Allen, Ethan, farprifes Ticonderoga, i. 147. And Crown 
Point, 148. a 
America. See Coloniesy Congrefs, and the feveral provinces by 
name. 
Americans, fertility of genius of, i 188: Driven out of Canada, 
198, Defeated at Long Ifland, 219. Glorious retreat of, 
222.  Ditheartened.by their loffes, 231. Animofities between 
the northern and fouthern troops, 232. Burn part of New 
York, 234. Principle of their army, 242: Become defpon- 
dent on the fuccefs of the Britith arms, 253. Of Carolina 
and Virginia, defeat. the Indians, 280. Fleet of, burnt,’ 340. 
= Difcontents 
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Difcontents of, on. thei difappointment, at Rhode Ilandy.ii. 
4. Alliance of, with France, unites and roufes the _ Britifh, 
83: . Army of, with that. of France, befieges Savannah, 140. 
‘Attacks the Britifh lines,-144, Repulfed, #45. Jun&tion of 
forces under Sumpter, Clarke, and Brannen, 252. is 
André, major, adventure of, ii. 276. His amiable and refpeat- 
able charadter, 278.. General, Clinton: ftrongly folicits Wath-: 
nein in this favour, 279..In vain, ibid. ° His melancholy fate, 
‘tid, d 
Arbuthnot, admiral, ‘fucceeds: fir George -Collier. in North 
America, ti, 168. Co-operates: with. fir: Henry Clinton at 
, Charleftown, 198. See Weis Newnes. we 
Arnold, general, propofes to Wafhington to furrender Quebec. 
i, 155. Difficulties of the:enserprife,. ibid. Difappointed, 
156. Summons it to furrender, ibid. ~-In great want of artil- 
Jery, 157, Attacks the city, 158, Wounded, ibid, Raifes the, 
Siege, 189. Engaged in the aétion. at Still Water, 375. Dif- 
" tinguifhes himfelf greatly, ibid, : Wounded,: fighting againft 
Burgoyne, 381. Difgufted with. the- American. fervices: die 
5 274.. Caufes of that difguft, 275. . Forms a fcheme for de- 
livering up a {trong poft tq the Britifh,.276. \.Efcapes.to New 
York, 278. . eopteh ots epgldad 238 st oy 
Afemblies, provincial, of America, oppofe the ftamp a, i. 39. 
Diffolution of, by the governors,- “hurtful by-diffufing. difcon- 
_ tentthrough the country, 845 22 sgcch  ) mls 
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Baillie, colonel... Defeat and deftruction of a detachment under, 
Ne 343.0007 eotiluseitb tesae Videir:  s79y ; 
Barrington, admiral, fails with:the Britify fleet again St Lucie, 
li. 96... Engagement, with the,French, 108.; Wounded,.110. 
Blackfoch’s.. Hill, action, between ;Sumpter.and -Farleton at, 
U. 264mg gad | ehleg: basen: sb gegen “ins iy 
Batile, of Bunker’s, Hill, i. 141. -.For-other-battles fought ia 
America, fee the names, of the places near which, “and the 
. feveral commanders under. wliom they :were fought: <- . 
Boftan, riotous oppofition, to the -ftamp act, -i..43.. Oppofes 
the board of. cuftoms, 66,’ Riot: about the cuftonis, 70. 
People propofe holding a convention, 72. -Infultthe foldiers, 
_ 84... Riot, 85. Meeting at, 092. Petition the governor 
againft the judges, 93. Affemibly.at, denies the right of par- 
Jiament to legiflate for the colonies, 94. Petition his majelly 
to remove. the governor, 95... Riot about the introduétion of 
2a, 96.. People deftroy the cargoes of two fhips laden with 
tea, 98. Port fhut by an act. of parliament, 99. - Proceedings 
_ 1) on hearing of the port-bill, 104.’ Exhort the other £O- 
. lonies 
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lonies to give” up allottade with Britain; 105. “Catife of, 


efpoufed by the other colonies, 168) = Meeting of delegates at, 


13. Effeets of Srutting’ the port ofj'126. | Blockade of Bri- 
‘tith troops at, 187. °"Evacuated by the Britih, 188" Rior’at, 
between the American and French failors; ii. gt. “See Mafa- 
-thufete’s Bayy sa 8 > - Ai ies eau cla 
Bouill?; marquis de, réduces the'ifland of Enflatins, ii. 464. 
Alo! the ifland of St. Chriflopher’s, 475. © And Nevis, 
478. i iy 
Britain, government Ff, yefolves to perfift in coercive meafures, 
34.137- People of; generally forthe war, 288. Sends com- 
mifhioners to treat with the Americans, ii. 7. Breaks with 
Franeé, ‘did? With Spain, 173. Differences between, and: 
Holland) 285. »See Parkament, minilters, generalsy and fo- 
réign nations by name. indian i eh esata * 
Brooklyn, battle of, i 21g. sShihiin sie A Eh ce 
Bunker’ Hill,> defcription of, 1.140." Battle of, 14r. Errers 
committed in this action, 145. ie “yon dl 
Burfordy ‘the’ American > colonel, defeated by colonel Tarleton, 
it, Wi Aves? rn ety rs ita chy ale 
Buribopnss general, appointed commander of the Britith northern 
army, i. 355. Employs the favages, 356. Number of ‘his 
_ troops) 357. Ais manifelto, 358. | mpolicy of threatening’ 
manifefloés, 359. —Invefts “Pitonderoga, ibid. And alio 
Mount {ndependence, 360. Which forts are abandoned by 
the Aniericans, 361. The fhips of the Americans are de- 
ftroyed at Skeenefborough, ibid. He compels the Anjericans 
to abandon their works, 362. Part of his army engages the 
Americans at Hubberton, 363. Defeats them, ibid. Strata- 
fem sof the:‘Ameticans, 364. “Blarneable for the ‘route he 
took, 365. Meets with great difficulties at Fort Edward, 
368. ‘Sends edlonel Baum with a detachment to Renningtan, 
ibid, Which is’ defeated, '366.° This defeat owing to Bur- 
goyne’s neglecting to fend a fufficient number of troops, ii, 
Colonel St. Leger detached by, invefts Fort Stanwix, 372, 
Obliged: to raife the fiege, 374. That failure owing to the 
inadequacy of ‘the force given: bim by Burgoyne, ibid! Op- 
. pofed by general Gates; who takes the chief command of the 
- Americans, ibid. “A@ion at Sill Water, 375. Neither party 
is viGorious, 7id) ‘The Britith might have gained a decifive 
_-vitory, hadBurgoyné not burdened himfelf with more artil- 
lery than was-neceffary, Gdids The battle fhowed that the 
Americans. could “hght» with courage and condudt on plain 
> ground, i4id.> Diftreffed fituation of his army, 377. De- 
ferred by the Indians, 378. Retreats to Saratoga, ibid. 
_ His army: nearly: furrounded, “#zd. Bloody batile with the 
_ Amerioans,. 380- ’ General Frafer killed, 381. Lofs of the 
Britifit very-.confiderable, » hide --Critical -fituation of: the 
: Dritifh 
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Britifh army, 382. Ue attempts to draw the Americans to 
a general engagement, idid. Which they decline, sid — 
Attempts to retreat to Fort George, 383. Impraéticable, 
ibid, Attempts to retreat to Fort Edward, ibid. But finds 
his retreat cnt off, iid. Is completely furrounded, 384.-— 
Endeavours to force the Americans to fight, ibid. Makes 
overtures to general Gates for a convention, 385. Propofals 
on both fides, 386—389. Convention ratilied, 390. Re- 
flections on this event, 392. The condu@ of Burgoyne 
difcuffed, 394. Attempts to throw the blame of his. mif: 
carriages on fir William Howe, and on lord George Ger- 
maine, 395- General caufe of his mifcarriage, 397. His 
deportment after his misfortnne, ibid. Throws himfelf into 
oppoftion, 398. =. » 

Burke, Edmund, brings in the conciliatory bill, i. 182. It is 
rejected, 183. He is created paymatter-general, ii. 473.— 
See Parliament. 

Byron, admiral, fails from Portfmouth with a fleet for North 
America, il. 27+ Fleer of, difperfed by ftorms, §0.,..: Fe 
arrives at St. Lucie, 1o2. Sails to St. Chriflophers to pro- 
tect the homeward bound trade, 103. Returns to St. Lucie, 
107. Aétion with the French,. 108, The French admiral 
-avoids.a clofe engagement, tog. - French fleet efeapes during — 
the night, 111. The lofs of the French the greater, 112, 


ag 


Calder’s, fit Henry, fervices at the redu@ion of St: Lucie, ii. 


Carbide, in New Hamphhire, provincial congrefs at, i, 127. 
Hottile defigns of, idid,  Pafles. refolutions for preparing 
arms, © 28. American army affembles at, 136: ~ 

Camden, lord, applied to by the afembly’ of Maffachufett’s Bay . 
to fecond their petition to the king, i,-67. Difmiffed from 
his office of lord chancellor, 82, © evn 

Campbell, lieutenant colonel. (late fir Archibald), takew prifoner 
at Bolton, i. 190. - Mal treated, ibid. © Letter of, to fir 
William Howe, defcriptive of the cruelties and indignities he 
fuffered, ibid. Expedition of; with Frafer’s Highlanders, 
to deftroy the American privateers, ii. 45. Expedition under, 
apainft Georgia, 52. Operations and brilliant fucceffes, 73. 
Mafterly movements, by which he compelled the Americans 

to fight, 77. Defeats them, 79. Reduces Savannah, 80. 

Praife of him and his troops, ibid, Reduces Sunbury, 116. 

Expedition of, to Augufta in Georgia, 119. Is ordered to 

retire from Georgia, and return to Savannah, 124, a 

oe Canada, 
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Canada, a&t for fettlementof, i. 101. People of, addrefied 
by the affembly of Maffachufett’s Bay, 1:6 Defcription of, 
146. A& for fertlement of, not popular, decaufe deemed 
arbitrary, itid. See Carleton, and other commaders by 
name. 

Carleton, general (now lord Dorchefler), .umpopular in Ca- 

~ mada, becavfe active in framing the act for fetrlement of, 1. 
153, 154. Neglects the merchants, cultivating the noblefle 
only, zbid. Almoft taken by the Americans, 156. But 
efcaping, arrives at Quebec, ibid. Summoned by Montgomery 
to furrender Quebec, iid. . Refufes, ibid Gallant defence 
of Quebec by, 157. The Americans are forced to raife the 
fiege, 191. Expedition againft the Cedars, 192. Which 
capitulates, 194. He equips an armament againft Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga, .282. Difficulty of the enterprife, 
283. Defeats the Americans on the Lakes, 285. Reduces 
Crown Point, 286. Returns to St. John’s, 287. Offended 
with the appointment of general Burgoyne to the command of 
the northern army, 355... Much fuperior to Burgoyne in 
fkill, experience, and knowledge of the country, 356. Re- 
figns bis government, sid. 

Carlifle, earl of. See Commiffioners. 

Carnatic, invafion of the, by Hyder Ally, ii. 341. Ravages 
committed by, 347. See Ladies, Laff. . : 

Carelina, North and South, originally the fame fettlement, 
planted in the reign of Charles LI,.i it. Receive a conlti- 
tution from Mr. Locke, which, though apparently wife in 
theory, not reducible to practice, ibid. Danger of fpecula- 
tive refinement in legiflation, did. Experience the only fure 
yuide, ibid, Progecdings of North Carolina aguin{t their 
governor, Mr. Martin, 170. Who is forced to Jeave the 
province, 171. Proceedings of South Carolina againft lord 
William Campbell, their governor, bid. Efforts'af the Bri- 
tith in North Carolina, 201. Of the Scotch emigrants, éi/. 
Riots between the American French failors, ii, qt, 42. 
Many of the inhabitants join the Britifh after the redugtion of 
Charleftown, 213. Again become difaffected to Britain, 
220... Many of them found guilty of treachery, 236. Fat 
which fome are punifhed, 237. 

Catawba, river, aétion near, between lard Cornwallis and pe- 
neral Morgan, ii. 364. 

Chamblée Fort taken, 1.151: ss 

Charlefown, near Bolton, defcription of, i. 140, t40. 

South Carolina, defcription, of, ii. 124. See 

Clinton, fir Henry 

Chatham, earl of, motitn by, for am addrefs to the throne to 

put an end to hoftilities, i. 303. His obfervatioas thereon, 
| 304. ‘Fhe mation is rejected, 305. ; Ek 

t Chriftepice’s, 


INDEX 


_Chriflopher’s, St. ifland of, reduced by the marquis de Bouillé, 
‘Climate, greater degrees both of heat and cold in’ North Ame- 
“Tica than in the fame latitudes of Europe, i. 3. Effet. of, 
"on the manners of the féyeral provinces, 5,6. 
‘Clinton, {it Henry, fervices of, at Bunker’s Hill, i.143. Makes 
~ “af ‘attempt ‘upon the fonthern provinces, 207., Iffues a 
~proclamiation, inviting the Americans to return to, their alle- 

giance, ibid. Which produces no effeét, ibid. Makeg an 
attempt againft Charleftown, 208. Which proves unfucce(s- 


“fly 210, “Sails for. New York, 211. _ Expedition of, 
', againft’ Rhode’ IMland, 248. Succefsful, idid, An unwife 
‘meafure, ibid. Expedition of, up the North River, 399. 
Reduces Forts” ontgomery and Clinton, 4¢1.. Appointed 


- to fucceed fir William Howe as commander.in chief, 432. 
_ Evacuates Philadelphia, ii. 15." Marches to New, Yor by 
Sandy Hook, 18. Battle “of Freehold Court Houlé, 20. 
Arrives at New York, 25. . Endeavours to make avdefcent at 
New London to deftroy the American Privateers, 42. The 
unfavourable wind prevents him from bidivo ght. Sends 
feveral detachments to deltroy the American privateers, 44. 
Attacks Verplank’s’ Neck and Stoney Point on the, Hudfon 
‘River, 155. ° nates WN oa Expedition ‘of, againft 
Connedicut, 157.. Receives 'a reinforcement,.168. Expe- . 
-. dition of, to South Carolina, 195, Fortifications of Char- 
leftown defcribed, 197-.° Garrifon of, 198... Siege of, 290. 
Rednétion of, 206. “Great praife of the officers and troops 
by fir Henry, 207.' Addrefs to,the people of South Carolina, 
211. Departs for New York, 216, Applies, to general 
~~ Wafhington in behalf of major André, 279. ; Jn, vain, iid. 
Collier, fir George, ‘arrives at Loe Ifland with a reinforcement 
from England, i. 224. Commands the flect on the Ame- 
rican ftation, ti. 149. Operations, 150, 151. Expedition 
of, to deftroy the magazines of the, Americans,, bid. . Sails 
to aflilt general Maclean at Penob{cot, 166, Relieves the. gar- 


rifon, 168, Refigns his command, zid, Suceeeded by 


. admiral Arbuthnor, ibid. ‘ eee 
Colonies naturally feize all opportunities. of afferting their in- 
dependence, i. 1, : Ue? : 

» American, had no reafon to expec that they.eould 
maintain independence againft England, but the contrary, i. 
1, 2. Geographical defcription of, 1-3. Divided into 
northern, middle, and fouthern, 4. Diverfities. of manners 
and inhabitants, and their caufes phyfical and moral, idid. 
Hiftory of the fettlement of, 7—9. ‘State of commerce and 

"| revenue at the peace 1763, 1113. See each by name. 

Commiffioners for peace (earl of Carlifle, governor Johnftone, 
and Mr. Eden; with the general and admiral for the time 
Ca being ) 
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“beidg)y artive in America, and enter on their office, ii. 10.. 
Send their fecretary (the famous Dr. Adam Fergufon) to ftate 
_ to the congrefs the terms which they were authorifed to offer, 
12. “To whom a paffport is refufed by the Americans, ibid. 
___ Their propofals rejected by the Americans, who will hear of 
“no terms without the previous acknowledgment of their in- 
dependence, 3.” Return to England, 52. Review of their 
proceedings, 53. Remonftrance of, .om the detention of 
~. Burgoyne’s troops, 62. Manifeflo of, 64... ... ; 
Conciliatory bill brought into the Houfe of Commons by Mr. 
, Burke, i. 182. Rejected, 183. Another. bill of the fame 
‘tendency brought in by Mr, Hartley, 183. It is rejected, | 
~~ 484. 5 Conciliatory bill by the duke of Grafton, ibid. . Its 
‘tendency, 185. It is negatived, 186,, ‘Two. conciliatory 
“bills brought into. parliament by the miniffer, ii..3. , Pafled 
through both houfes, and receive the ‘royal affent, ibid, See 


 Commiffioners for peace, . PO ee 
Concord, detachments fent to deftroy ftores at, by general Gage, 
1. 136. i eerie fare Bie ; 
Congre/s, general, propofed. by the affembly of Maffachufett’s 
Bay, i qr. Held at New York, 44... Profeffes loyalty to 
“the king, 45. Affected moderation of their proceedings, 46. 
Effe&ts of the meeting of, 47... Affociations are entered into 
‘again{t theimportation of Brith manufaaures, itid. Sowed | 
the feeds of revoiution, by uniting the grievances. and com- 
plaints of the. feveral colonies, 64. Meets at Philadelphia 
after the paffing of the Bolton port-bill, 115. Unanimous 
in reprobating the aéty and in denying the right of parliament 
totax the colonies, zbid. Number of delegates, ibid. They 
fix that each colony fhould have a vote, 116. Precautions 
to prevent the whole of their deliberations from. tran{piring, 
“ibid. They pyblifh a declaration of the {tate of affairs in 
Maffachufett’s Bay, ébid. . Senda letter to general Gage, sbid. 
Ifue a declaration of rights and grievances, ibid. - Ground 
«their claim of rights on the law of nature, on the Britith 
 conftitution, and on their feveral charters, 117. | Petition the 
king, 118. Addrefs the people of Britain, itid. Recom- 
mend the conduét and caufe of the Boftonians. in. an addrefs 
to the colonies, 119. Addtefs the Canadians, ibid. | Their 
addrefs to Canada a very able performance, ibid. Defigns 
‘of, on Canada, 146. Send deputies to England to petition 
~ the king, 172. They are told that no an(wer would be given, 
173. Proceed to form a conftitution for America, 212, 
New declaration of rights, 213. Of independence, ibid. 
They ground their affertion of independence on the king’s. 
refufal to redrefs their grievances, iid. And declare that 
fuch refufal difcharges the inhabitants of the united colonies 
from their obedience, 213, 214. Vigorous proceedings of, 
255. Wile meafures of, for increafing the army, 256. 
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-, Animating and foccefsful addrefs to the péople, 257. Re- 
nounce all dependance on Great Britain, 273. Committee 
of, forms a plan of a conftitution for America, ibid. 294. 
Approve of, and tranfmit the plan to the feveral {tates,..277. 
Refafe to fulhl the terms of Gates’s convention with Bor- 
goyne, in. 7. Manifeltly guilty of injuftice, 9. . Pafs refo- 
Jations inimical to the conciliatory plan of Britain, 10. Will 
notadmn Dr. Fergufon to Jay the britith propofals before 
them, nor litten.to any terms, without the previous acknow- 
Jedgment of their independence, 13. Grols violation of the 
convention of Saratoga, 63. From confiderations of policy 
averfe toa general exchange of prifoners, 281. 

Connedicut, means of fubfiltence, and employment of the inhia- 
bitants, 1.4, — Chiefly occupied in agriculture and pafturage, 
ivid. Planted by Puritans flying from the bigotted tyranny 
of Laud, $+ Expedition of Clinton againit, it. 157. Great 
Jofs to the inhabitants, 159. The people think themfelves 
neglected by Waihington and the congrefs, 160. Murmurs 
thereupon, zbid. ; 

Connelly, Mr. his {cheme for attacking the Americans from the 
back fettlements, i. 168. Prultrated, i7o. 

Gonflitulion, new one of the American government, a tketch of, 
Lae 
Coote, fir Eyre, the command of the Britith army in the prefi- 
dency of Madras committed to, ti. 348. See Lndies, Eoft. 
Cornawallts, lord, penetrates into the Jerfeys, i. 246. Strikes 
terror into the Americans, ibid, But is reftrained by an 
order from general Howe from taking advantage of their 
panic, 247. Takes the command of the Jerfey army, 265. 
Endeavours to bring Wafhington to a battle, who retreats, 
ibid. Marches to-the rehef of Brunfiwick, 267. Takes 
poffefion of Philadelphia, 329. Commands a ftrong' de- 
tachment againft South Carolina, di. 204. Left by Clinton 
commander in’ chief there, 216. Adrniniffration of, in 
South Carolina, 218. Wife regulations for the government 
of the province, 219. Sets out for Camden, 227. Battle 
there with general Gates, 230. He is viGorious, 231 — 
Condué as a general univerfally admired, 233. Marches 
into North Carolina, 238. A wife meafure, but not follow- 
ed by fuccefs in proportion to its wifdom, iid. Obliged. to 
return to South Carolina, 247. Falls fick, 248. Difficulties 
of the army, iid, Great atrachment of the army to their 
general, 250. Arrives at Wynnefborough, 335.  -Crofles 
the river Catawba, 364. Joined by colonel Webfter, pur- 
{ues general Morgan, 366.: Drives general Greene from 
North Carolina, 369. Greene re-enters that province, 370. 
Lord Cornwallis retires, 371. Battle with general Greene ac 
Guildford, 374... Victorious, 381. But with very con§- 
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” derable lofs, 382. Retires towards Crofs-Creek, 386.— 
_ Difappointed in his expedtations of being joined by the loy- 
alifts, 22d, Iffues a proclamation, inviting the Americans to 
return to their allegiance, 390. Benevolent and feeling letter 
to: announce the death of colonel Webfler to his father at 
Edinburgh, 392. Sends meffengers to lord Rawdon, who 
are unfortunately intercepted, 393. Embarraffment of, idid. 
Determines to march through North Carolina into: Virginia, 
394- Marches from Wilmiagton, 395. Joined by general 
Arnold, 429. Endeavours to ftrike a blow at the marquis 
de Ja Fayette, 430. Who decamps and efcapes with his 
army, 431+ © Part of his troops are fent for by Clinton, 438. 
Sets off from Williamfburgh, 439. Crofles James River, and 
retires to Portfmouth, 441. Evacuates Portfmouth, 442. 
French and American forces join, ibid. He concentrates his 
troops at York and Gloucefter, 454. The combined armies, 
_ under Wafhington and Rochambeau, inveft York Town, 457. 

Cornwallis’s troops make feveral fallies, 458. © Surrenders to 
general Wafhington, 461. Efforts of fir Henry Clinton fot 
the relief of, 462. Effeéts of the capture of, 4609. 

Cowpens, action at, between general Morgan and colonel 
Tarleton, in which the Jatter is defeated, 1. 357. The 
difaftrous confequences to the Britifh army of that defeat, 
361. ; 

Crillon, duke. of, commands the Spanifh army before St. Philip’s 
in the ifland of Minorca, ii. 473. And before Gibraltar, 
49". my 

Crown Point, important fituation of, i: 147. Reduced by the 
Americans, 148. )Abandoned by them, 36t. 

Cunningham, his Hiftory of Great’ Britain, a clear, accurate 
performance, fuperior to any in the language for particular 
and intelligible accounts of military operations, 1. 417. 
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Danbury, expedition to, 1. 311. 

Darby, admiral, fucceeds Geary, ti. 293. 

Daw/fon, captain of the Renown of fifty guns, engages with a 

* French fhip of eighty-four, i. 33. 

Deane, Silas, American ambaffador at Paris, 11 5, 6. 

Declaration of Rights, publithed by the American congrefs, i. 
213: 

Bees lower counties on, 1. 10. Seizure of pofts on, 
unaccountably negleéted by general Howe, 267. : 

D’ Eflaing, {ails with a fleet from Toulon to North America, ii. 
27. Comes to anchor off New York, 28. Arrives at Rhode 
Ifland, 29. Intends to co-operate with the American general 

' Sullivan, 
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Sullivan, Oo expel ’the Britith from Rhode Mand, 30; Fraf 
_ trated, ibid. 1s oppofed by lord Howe, 31. Offers battle 
to the Britith admiral, ibid. Who declines fighting on ac- 
count of the wind, ibid. The Britifh admiral appearing at 
Ja{t willing to fight, is feparated from him by a ftorm, 32. 
His fleet is thattered, 34. Which he refits at Bofton, 35. 
Sails tothe Weft Indies,ig1. Attempts to relieve St. Lucie, 
97. But is repulfed, 103. Is reinforced by De Grafle, but 
declines an engagement with the Britith admiral, isid. On 
the departure of Byrom commences offenfive operations, 
atid. \seduces St. Vincent's, 104. Attacks Grenada, 105. 
Which furrenders, 106. Battle with the Englith fleet, 110. 
Declines a clofe engagement though fuperior in force, 111. 
.. Departs for Hifpaniola,i14. Sails toN. America;i35. Arrives 
oft Georgia, bid. Summons Savannah to furrender, 136. Con- 
- duct; precipitate, ibid. Attacks the Britifh lines, 144. Re- 
pulfed with great lofs, 145.  Raifes the fiege, 147. - Returns 
to France, ibid. 
Digby, admiral, conduds home the Spanifh prizes, ii. 285. 
Dominica, conquered by the French under the marquis de 
Bouillé, ti g3. 
Donop, colonel, a German, bravery and condaé of, at: Red 
Bank, i. 333. Killed, ibid 
Dunmore, earl, and governor of Virginia, fends to government 
a very unfavourable fate of the province; i. 161. Unpo= 
pular, .makes a conciliatory propofition to the council of 
Virginia, 162. Rejeéed, 163. Apprehenfive of a defign 
to-detain his perfon, 164. Narrowly efeapes being feized, 
ibid, Retires.to Norfolk, ibid. Iflues a proclamation to 
eftablith martial law, 165. Emancipates all flaves who fhould 
join the Britith, iad. Attempts to diflodge tne enemy from 
their flrong pofts, 167. Compeiled, with the Joyalilts, to 
adandon Norfolk, sid. Joins the army at New York, 168. 
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Eden, Mr. See Commiffiuners for Peace. 
England. See Britain. 
» New, phyfical and moral chara&ters of the people of, 
i 5. Carries on a clandeftine trade with Spanifh America; 
16, Difpleafed with the commercial regulations of Britain, 
23. Wenies the authority of parliament to levy taxes, 24. 
Endeavours to excite oppofition in the other colonies, 29. 
AGive in opvofing parliamentary fupremacy, grt. See 
Mafachufet's Bay, and the other provinces. 
Evjeiney fir William, routs a confiderable body of Americans, i. 
343, 314 
Euflatius, 
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Luflatms, capture of the’ pi flan PO, by"ir' George ili 
rand’ general Maughan; i es sat is sad gh Pon py the mar- 
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Fonsufasis Didohdnny sini itive A to Whe Barhendoecs 
| for peaces ited 2, agai a paper) ibid,» See Commiffiiners 
ior. Peace 

» Major, : pines tO: repaid the South-Carolina’ loy- 
alifts, Als: 63. Commands,a-body on-the frontiers of North 
Carolina, 2 3.9 > Fis» high*charactersas “an officer, - tbid, 
Attacked. and: furrounded bysazerearvoumber of “Americans, 

; 245. Intrepid: cotirage and # matterly eondu@ of, 246. 
Falls, :did. ; 

George; governor cof Tobago,. attacked by the French, 
ii, a 19s . Sends. an:exprefs to-Barbadoes, ibid: Affiftance 
does not arrive in time, iid. Surrenders-the ifland, 320. 
Fleet, Enghilh: ~See Keppely»Pallifer;, Hood, ‘Rodney, fire 

——>, French: -See Di faiiigyede Graffe; bo. 

——, Spanith. See Spain, 

——, Dut¢h,.See Holland. 

Ruffian. See Neutrality. 

- fildeiade Eat, -preparations of the-Americans to attack, ii. 1it. 

General Lincolnstakes the:command of their troops, -2id. 

, Welt, : reduction -of,; ii, 186. | Invaded by the 

Spayisndan. 187... Reduced by them, ibid. Honourable 
terms granted to the inhabitants, ibid. 

Fort-Chamblée taken. by: tha American general Montgomery, is 
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Saint Tobe taken, % T620 

—— Edward,, expedition ofcolonel Sr. ae tol 368.. 

Stanwix, .inyefted. by St, Leger; 372. --Siege of, raifed, 

- 37 

a te reduced by | colonel Campbell, i iy AOT.: 

Clinton, reduced by fir Henry Clinton, i, 401 

Fox, Hon C. J. made fecretary of ftate, ii. PE Plan of his 
adminiftration refpe@ing the war; 495: ‘ 

Freehold Court-Houfe, battle at, ii. 20. 

france,~ manifelts. a difpofition hoftile to ,Britain,: i, 289. 
Harbours American privateers, 2bid, ~ Ships of, accept com- 
miffions from the Americans, 290 Carry on: depredations 
again{t the -Britith- trade, ibid. -Bufy in warlike preparations, 
ibid, ‘Treatment of» Portugal, the ally of Britain, ibid. 
Enters into commercial and political treaties with the Ameri- 
cans, il; 5. Acknowledges the independence. of America, 
ibid. Notifies the treaties to Britain,..6.. Which is confi- 
dered by Britain as a declaration of war, ibid, Fleet of, fails 
Vor, If, Ll for 
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for America, 27. Coniplains that Britam had commenced 
hoftilities, 86. Fleet of engages Keppel, 87. Combined 
fleets of, and of Spain, threaten an invafion of Britain, 179. 
Appear off Plymouth, 181. An armament from, arrives at 
Rhode Ifland, under Rochambeau and Ternay, 271. Chief 
command of the troops given to Wafhington, 272. French 
forces join the Americans againft lord Cornwallis, 442. 
French fleet enters the Chefapeak, 445. Partial aétion be- 
tween De Graffe and admiral Graves, 446. The armies of, 
- and of America, arrive at Williamfourgh in Virginia, 452. 
Encamp before York Town, 456. York and Gloucefter 
invefted, 457. Britifh army under lord Cornwallis furren- 
ders, 461. The French, under the marquis de Bouillé, take 
the Dutch ifland St. Euftatias from the Briuth, 464. A 
French and Spanith armament befieges St. Philip’s in Minorea, 
473. Compels general Murray, the commanding officer, to 
capitulate, 474. ‘The marquis de Bouillé reduces Se Chrif- 
topher’s, 475. Engagement between De Graffe and fir 
Samuel Hood, 476. Engagement between De Graffe and 
admiral Rodney, 482. French completely defeated, 484. 
See D’Eflaing, and other French commanders by name. 
Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, appointed agent for the province of 
Maffachufett’s Bay at the Britifh court, i. 95. Gets into his 
- poffeffion fome letters of governor Hutchinfon, iid. Tranf- 
mits the letters to the provincial affembly, ibid. Which 
éxcites a flame againft the governor, ibid. Is difmiffed fronr 
his. office of deputy poft-matter- general for America, ibid. 
Retires to America, 217- . Beeomes a leading member in the 
eongrefs, ibid. Applied to by lord Howe concerning peace, 
ibid. His anfwer, iid. Is appointed by congrefs a commit- 
tee-man to wait on lord Howe, 225. Appointed ambaffador 
to the court of France, ii. 5. Principally inftramental in 
concluding an alliance with that power. 
Frafer, general, repulfes the Americans at Trois Riviérs, i. 
200.- Engages the Americans, 362. Is killed, 363. 


G. 


Gage} general, notifies to the affemblies of Maffachufett’s Bay 
that they maft remove to Salem, i. 107. Finds it neceflary 
to erder troops to Bofton, rro, Fortifies Bofton,-112. 
Receives a letter from the: firft congrefs, declaring - their 
rights and grievances, 116, Admonifhes the congrefs_ of 
Maffachufett’s Bay to defilt from their-unconftiturional pto- 
eeedings, 122. Proclamation of, prohibiting feditions meet- 
ings, ibid. Sends a detachment to deftroy military flores of 
the Americans, 170: © The detachment driven back to 

ea! ee Botton, 
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Bofton, 133. Is, by the provincial congrefs of Maffachus 


fett’s, declared an enemy, 137. Receives a reinforcement 
from England, 40. Offers the Americans-a pardon if they 
would return to their allegiance, ibid, Engagement with the 
Ameiicans at Bunker’s Hill, 141. 

Galloway, Mr. an evidence in the inquiry concerning general 
How’s conduét, i. 444. 

Gaming, of every fpecies, permitted and fanétroned in the Bri- 
tifh army, i. 345. General bad effects of that vice on the 
human mind and body, iid. Particular bad effeéts of, on the 
army, 346. 

Garth, general, takes poffeflion of New Haven in Connecticut, 
ii. 158. 

Gates, a takes the command of the American army in 
the north, i. 374. Commands at the battle of Still Water, 
375. Declines hazarding 2 general engagement, 382. Hu- 
manity of, to the fick and wounded of the Britifh army at 
Saratoga, 383. Ovders of, ayainft plundering, 384. _ Re- 
ceives propofals from gencral Burgoyne for a convention, 385. 
The convention at length, 390. Generous behaviour of, to 
the unfortunate Britifh, 392. Appointed commander of the 
fouthern armty, ii. 222. Defeated at Camden, 2g0. Refigns 
the command, 258. Ke: Nt he 

Geary, admiral, takes the command of the Channel fleet, i. 
292. Falls in with a fleet-of French merchantmen, «id, 
Refigns 293. 

Germaine, Jord George, fecretary of ftate. for the American 
department, accufed by Burgoyne of being the caufe of his 
hg tock i. 396. Satisfa@orily vindicates himfelf from 
that charge, ibid. Accufed by fir W. Howe, 440 Afferts 
that Howe had power to ad according to circumftances and 
his own difcretion, 44t. 

German Town, aétion at, i. 334. The mifconduét of the Eng- 
lith commander in chief pointed out, 335. i 
Gibraltar, being befieged by the Spaniards, is relieved by fir 
George Rodney, ii. 283. Is again relieved by the admirals 
Darby, Digby, and Rofs, 308, 309  Repulfe and difcom- 
fiture of the Spaniards and French before that fortrefs, 489. 
Relieved by a fleet under the command of lord Howe, 493. 

Grafion, duke: of, prime minifter, i. 59. Procures an aé for 
duties on articles imported.tzo America, 66 Refigns, 82. 
But continues on the fide of government, zdid. Brings in a 
conciliatory bill, 184. Subftance of it, 185. It is nega- 
tived, 186 

Grant, genéral, expedition of, to the Weft Indies, ii, 52. 
His operations there, 96. Defeats the French, 100. 

Greene, general, fucceeds Gates in the command of the fouthern 
army, ii, 258. Haraffes the Britith outpolts in South Caro- 
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lina, 353. Driven out of North Carolina, 368. Re-enters 
it, 370. Adtion with lord Cornwarllis near Guildford, 375- 
Defeated, 381. Marches againft Jord Rawdon at Camden, 
393. Compels Fort Watfon to furrender, 4o1. Encamps 
at Twenty-five Mile Creek, 402. Befieges Ninety-fix, 405. 
Summons it to furrender, 40g. Raifes the fiege, 415. Pur- 
fued by lord Rawdon, iid, Battle between, and colonel 
Stuart, near the Eutaw Springs, 421. Both parties claim 
the victory, 423. 

Grenville, George, prime minifter, meafures of, concerning the 
colonies difpleafing to the inhabitants, 1. 29. Propofes the 
ftamp-aét, 30. Which is ftrenuoufly oppoted by the parlia-' 
ment, ibid. But carried by a great majority, 31. Difmiffed 
from his office, 41. His difmiffion favourable to the colo- 
nies, 42. Caufes of his difmiflion, sid 

Grey, major-general, defeats the American general Wayne, i. 
329. Expedition of, to Buzzard’s Bay, 1. 42. Deftroys 
the American privateers on the Acufhnet River, 43.” 

Guichen, count de, action between, and fir George Rodney, i. 
296. 

Guildford, aétion near, between lord Cornwallis and general 
Greene, ii. 375. Remarks thereon, 382. 


H. 


Hampfhire, New, infurreétion ing 3, -125. 

Hancock, John, riot at Bofton concerning a fhip belonging to 
him, i. 63. Excepted from the offered pardon by govern- 
ment, 140. Made prefident of the congrefs of Maffachufett’s 
Bay, 121. 

Hancock's Bridge, action at, i. 41. 

Hardy, fir Charles, takes the command of the Channel fleet, 
ii. 179. Is pafled by the combined fleets, iid. His death, 
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Ravi Mr. brings in a conciliatory bill, 183. Which is re- 
jected, 184. : 

Haftings, Mr. his conduét as governor-general of Bengal, ii. 
87. 
Hofer, de, the Heflian general, routs the Americans at Flat 

Buh, 1. 220. 

Henry, Patrick, of Virginia, violent fpeech of, on the ftamp- 
AG, ie a7: 

HillBorough, the royal ftandard ereéted at, ii. 369. 

Holland, differences of, with Great Britain, ii 285. Carries 
naval. ftores to France, 286. The hips of, feized by the 
Britifh, 287. Sufpenfion of treaties of, with Britain, 291. 
Commercial treaty between her and America, 301, 302. 

3 War 
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War between her and Britain, 303. Dutch ifland of St. 
Euftatius captured, 311. Recaptured, 404. Dutch fettle- 
ments on the Spanifh Main taken, 3142. Adtion between the 
Britifh and Dutch fleets at the Dogger Bank, 328. 

Hood, fir Samuel, engages the French fleet near Fort Royal 
Bay, ii. 313. Commands the Englith fleet in the abfence of 
fir George Rodney, 476. Is attacked by the count de Graffe, 
but repulfes him, 477. sey, 

Hotham, commodore, his important fervices on Hudfon’s 
River, i. og. In the Prefton, a fhip of fifty guns, fights 
the ‘Tonant, a French thip of eighty, ii. 33. Commands a 
{quadron fent to the Welt Indies, <2. 

Flonduras, attack upon, by captain Luttrell, ii. 188. 

Howe, general, his condué at Bunker’s Hill, i. 143. Evacu- 
ation of Bofton, 187. Embarks for Halifax, 188. Cen- 
fured by many for not going rather to Long Ifland, 214. 
Arrives at Sandy Hook, did. Lands the Britith troops at 
Staten Ifland, 215. Detail of his forces, ibid. Is joined by 
lord Hlowe with a large reinforcement from Britain, 216. 
The late’ arrival of the troops a great injury to the Britith 
caufe, iid. Empowered, with lord Howe, to treat with 
the Americans, ibid. Opens the campaign, and puts the 
enemy to flight at Long Ifland, 21g. Declines attacking the 
American lines, 221. ‘The Americans efcape from the ifland, 
222. His orders for purfuit too late, 223. Makes overtures 
for peace to the Americans, 225. ‘Lakes poffellion of New 
York, 230. Engages the Americans at White Plains, 238, 
Cenfured for dividing his army into fmall uaconneéted de- 
tachments, 251. Blamed for giving an important command 
to colonel Rhalle, 262. Difafter at Trenton attributed to 
that caufe, ibid. Nepleds to fortify the pofts on the Dela- 
ware, 263 Suffers the Jerfeys to be recovered, 267. His 
conduct contrafted with that of general Wafhington, 270. 
Clofes the campaign 1776, 272. Opens the campaign 1777; 
308. -Endeavours to bring Wathington to adlion, 317, 
Relinguifhes the Jerfeys, 319. Proceeds to Chefapeak Bay, 
ibid. Aion at the Brandywine, 326. Defeats the Ameri- 
cans, 327. But does not improve the victory, 328. Adtion 
at German Town, 334. Suffers the Americans to remain 
undifturbed the whole winter at Valley Forge, 346. General 
cenfure of his condu&, 347. Refigns the command of the 
army, 425. Imputes his refignation to the want of fupport 
from adminiftation, iid. That allegation manifeftly un- 
founded, 426. Mifchianza, a feftival in honour of, 429. 
Du Portail’s letter refpeGting his condua, 430. Returns to 
England, 439. Complains of defamation, tid. Obtains a 
parliamentary inquiry, 443- Refleétions on that enquiry, 
444. 


- Howe, 
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Hoave, lord, arrives at Sandy Hook with a fleet from England, 
i. 214. Empowered, with his brother, to treat with the 
Americans, 216. Writes to doétor Franklin and ‘general 
Wafhington refpecting peace, 217 Conference at Staten 
Iland with a committee from congrefs, 225. Attacks Maud 
Ifland, 336. Takes it, 340. Defends the harbour of New 
York with a fmall force, ii. 28. Sails to Rhode Ifland to 
oppofe d’Eftaing, 31. ‘The fleets feparated by a ftorm, 32. 
Refigns the command to admiral Gambier, 36. See Howe, 
general, 

Huyne, major general, fervices of, at Charleftown, i, 207. 

Hutchinfon, governor of Maffachufett’s Bay, 1. 94. Letter of; 
difgufts the affembly, zdid. Petitions for a removal of, from 
his office, 95. 


ys 


Famaica, and other Welt India iflands. See Weft Lndies, Bar. 
rington, Byron, and Rodney. 

Jarvis, captain (now admiral fir J.), captures the Pegafe, a 
French Jine-of-baitle fhip, ti. 176. Repelled, 177. Ano- 
ther attempt on, 307. Is bravely defended by major Pierfon, 
306. ne a 

-«—, New, peopled by the Dutch and Swedes, 1. 9. Opera- 
tions there, fee Gurnwallis and Wajfbington. For Sofa of, fee 
| Howe, general 

Indies, Wet, clandeftine trade of, with the Spanifh fettle- 
ments, beneficial both to thofe iflands and to Britain, 1. 16. 
Diftrefs of, from the war, 288. [xpedition of general 
Grant and commodore Hotham to, ii. 52. Alarm of, on 

the fuccefles of the French, 114. Quieted by the departure 

of d’Ettaing for fHifpaniola, sid. See Barrington, Byron, 
and Rodney. 

——, Eaft, Pondicherry taken by fir Hector Monro and fir 
Edward Vernon, ii. g1 Commodore Johnflone defeats 
Suffrein, the French admiral, 333. An armament fets fail 

. for, under general Meadows, 340. Carnatic invaded by 
Hyder Alley, 341. Wefeat and deftrdGion of a detachment 
urider colonel Baillie, 343. Gallant behaviour of the Britifh, 
and barbarity of Hyder, 345. ‘Lhe Carnatic ravaged by 
Hyder, 347. | he prefidency of Madras apply to the gover- 
nor general of Bengal for affillance, @id Vigorous meafures 
of Mr, Haflings and the fupreme council for their defence, 
348, Sir Eyre Coote takes the command of the army at 
Madras, #id. General Coote defeats Hyder in feveral bat- 
tles, ibid. Sir Edward Hughes takes Hyder’s fea-ports, 
ibid, Sir Eyre Coote preventsHyder Alley from retafning 
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to the Carnatic, iid, Haftings detaches the Mahrattas 
from the interefts of Hyder Alley, 487. 

Indian favages employed by Burgoyne, i. 357. Defert him, 
378. 

Fohnflone, governor, one of the commiflioners for peace. See 
Commiffioners. Sends private letters to members of congreds, 
ii, 54. Obfervations on thefe letters, 59. Withdraws from 
the commiflion, iid. Sails from St. Helens with a fquadron 
apain{t the Dutch fettlements at the Cape of Good Hope, 
33t. Is attacked by the French admiral Suffrein, 333. 
Falls in with and takes a Dutch hip bound for Ceylon, richly 
laden with ftores, and forty thoufand pounds in bullion, 338. 
Makes prizes of four Dutch Eaft India men, 339. 

Fones, Paul, a€tion between, and a Britifh convoy, ii. 182. 
Defperate courage of, 183. 

Judges, American, new regulations concerning, i. gf. Dif. 
gutting to the Americans, 92. 

Fury, tial by, claimed by the Americans on the promulgation 
of the plan for trying certain crimes in England, though 
committed ia America, i, 78, 79. 


K. 


Keppel, admiral, appointed to the command of the Britifh eet 
in the Channel, ii, 84. | Hoftilities commenced between 
France and England, 85. Engagement between the Belle 
Poule, a French, and the Arethufa, an Englith frigate, idzd. 
Engagement between the Englith and French fleets, 87. 
Difference between Keppel and Pallifer, 90. Keppel tried, 
ibid. Honourably acquitted, did. Rejoicings in London 
on his acquittal, #id Receives the thanks of the houfe of 
commons, ‘bid. Is appointed firft lord of the admiralty, 
473. 

Knyphaufen, general, arrives at Long |fland with a body of 
Heffians, i. 238. His fervices at Fort Wafhington, 243. 
At Brandywine, 326. His conduct at Freehold Court 
Hoovfe, ii. 22. Left commander of the garrifon of New 
York, 196. His prudent meafures for the defence of New 
York, 267, 


L. 


Laurens, Henry, prefident of the congrefs, appointed ambaffa- 
dor to Holland, ii. 302. The veffel in which he embarked 
is taken on her paflage to Europe, zdid. Is examined before 
the fecretaries of {tate, and committed a clofe prifoner to’ the 

Tower 
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Tower of London, 305- A letter from the committee of 
congrefs, found among Mr. Laurens’s papers, 348. 

Lee, the American general, taken prifoner, 1. 253. - His cha- 
racter and abilities, 254. His condu@ at Freehold Court 
Houfe meritorious, though it met with punifhment,- ii. 23. 

Lefle, major-geneval, his important fervices at Charleftown, ii. 
207. Sent by Clinton to co operate with Cornwallis, 250. 
Ordered to join him at Wynnefborough, ibid: Joins him 
there, 352. Commands part of the army at the battle of 
Guildford, 376. 

Lexington, the Englith forces are defeated at, i. 13 3. 

Liberty, too exalted fpeculative ideas of, lead into moft fatal 
confeguences in pradtice, i. ta. 
Lincoln, the American general, commands in the fouthern 
colonies, ii, 117. Arrives at Charleftown, idid. Eftablithes 
his head-quarters at Puryfburgh near Savannah, ibid. At- 
tempts to ftraiten the Britifh quarters, 121. Fruftraced by 
general Prevoft, 122. Attacks the Britith troops under 
colonel Maitland, 130. Repulfed, 131, .Js abandoned by a 
great part of his troops, 132. . Retires to Charleflown, 198. 
Summoned by Clinton to furrender, 200. His firm an{wer, 
ibid. Capitulates, 206, 206. 
Locke, the diftinguifhed philofopher, forms a code of laws for 
Carolina, apparently excellent in theory, but by experience 
. proved ineffeQual, i. 11. ne : ; 

Long [fland, battle of, i. 219. 

Loyalis, American, exert themfelves in Virginia, and after- 
wards retire to Norfolk with lord Dunmore, i. 166. In 
North Carolina fet up the king’s ftandard, 201. Join with 
the Scotch Highland emigrants, 202. Divided in their 
councils, 203. Proceed to Wilmington, 204... Attack the 
Americans, 205. Defeated, 206. Thofe of Jerfey and 
New York pillaged and infulted, 271. Condu& of thofe of 
Philadelphia on the departure of the congrefs, ibid. Strata- 
gem of, 414. 

Lucie, St. Attempt of the Erench on, ii. 346, 

Luttrell, commodore, reduces the Spanith fort Omoa, ii. 180. 

Lutwych, commodore, deftroys the American gallies at Skene{- 
borough, 1. 362, a 


M. 


Macartney, lord, governor of Grenada, furrenders the ifland, 
A LOM e : wy 


Maclean, colonel, character of, i, 150% 
to oppofe the Americans in Canada, 


His vigorous meafures 
15t. ' Hiaftens to the 
defence 
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defence of Quebec, 155. Direds the artillery and fortifica~ 

tions, 156. 

, colonel Francis, forms a fettlement in Penobfcot, ii. 
163. Attacked by the Americans, 165. is vigour and 
conduét difappoint the attempts of the enemy, 167. . Reliev- 
ed by fir George Collier, 168. 

Maitland, major, expedition of, up the Delaware, 1. 419- 
Deftroys a great quantity of ftores and provifions, and a 
number of. thips, tid. Succeeds general Prevoft in the com- 
mand at John’s Ifland, ii. 129. Attacked: by general Lincoln, 
130. Whom he repulfes, ibid. Marches to the affiltance of 
general Prevoft at Savannah, 138. His death and character, 
148. 


: » captain of the Queen, captures l’A@ionaire, a 
‘French fhip of war, i. 488. : 

Manners, influence of climate and foil on, illuflrated im the 
northern, middle, and fouthern colonies of North America, 


1s —t11. 

Maryland, firft fettlement of, i. 10. Carries on a confiderable 
trade with Lifbon and the Mediterranean, 17. Delegates of, 
fecede from congrefs when declaring America independent, 


21Bs 
Maffachufett’s Bay, fettled by Puritans flying from the perfecu- 
tion of Laud, i. 8. Soon begins to flourifh, g. Pleafed 
with duties impofed by parliament, 24. Affembly denies the 
right of the Britifh parliament to levy taxes, ibid. That 
denial imputed to the continuance of the republican principles 
of the firlt fettlers, 25. Propofes aflembling a general con- 
grefs, 40. This propofal generally approved of, 41, Tu- 
mults in, on the promulgation of the {tamp act, 64. Difa- 
greement between the inhabitants and the governors, 65. 
Affembly of, enters into a general confideration of griev- 
ances, 66 Petition of, to the king, ibid Sends-a circular 
Jetter to the other colonies, {tating grievances, 67. ‘That 
letter feverely condemned by government, but moft favoura- 
bly received by the other colonies, 68. Affembly required to 
refcind the refolution which produced it, 69, 70. Which 
they refufe, and are therefore diffolved, ibid. ‘The difcon- 
tents of the people break out into open violence, ilid. They 
form affociations for diltrefling the trade of Britain, 75. Dil- 
pleafed with new regulations about the judges, g:. Affembly 
denies the right of the Britifh parliament to legiflate for them, 
93. Apologize afterwards for their violence, 94. Pray for 
the removal of their governor, g5. The people enter into 
. affociations-again{t the importation of tea, 96. ‘The people, 
by the recommendation of the affembly, enter into refolu- 
tions for breaking off all trade with Britain, tog.’ Violence 
of the populace, and civil poverament diffolved, 110. Army 
and 
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and smilitary flores begin to be colle@ed, 112. Delegates of 
the county of Suffolk meet at Bofton, 113. The condu@ of 
the people receives the anqualifed approbation of the general 
-congrefs, 117. Provincial congrefs beld at Salem, 121. 
Interferes in the regulation of the militia, 123: Provide 
arms and military flores, ibid. Provincial congrefs meets at 
Cambridge, 12°. Prepares for hoflilities, ihid. An army, 
raifed, 135. See Boffon. 

Mawhood, \ieutenant-colonel, expedition under, to aflift the 
Joyalifts in Jerfey, i. 409. Agtion at Quintin’s Bridge, g10. 
Ingratitude of an American foldier, 414. Adtion at Han- 
cock s Bridge, ibid. 

Mathew, major-general, commands at King’s Bridge, ii. 261. 
Sends a detachment under colonel Norton to attack a ftrong 
poft at Young’s Houfe, 262. Publicly thanks the colonel and 
men for their fervices, 264. Gazette account of that affair 
mutilated, 265. 

Maynard, captain of the guards, a very remarkable anecdote 

of, it, 384. 

Meadows, general, his gallant and judicious condud at. St. 
Lucie, it, 100, Matterly difpofition for the defence of his 
poft, 101. Wounded, idid. Sails for the Eaft Indies, 340. 

Mififippi, the navigation of that river by the peace to remain 
tree to particular powers, ii. 497. 

Moncrief, captain, his exertions and ferviees as chief engineer 
at Savannah, it. 147, 148. His important fervices as chief 
engineer at Charleftown, 207. His great abilities and pro-, 
felhonal character, ibid. 

Alontgomery, the American general, marches to attack Canada, 
i. 149- Takes Fort Chamblée, 151; St. John’s, 152. Mon- 
treal, 153. Summons Qucbec to furrender, 155. Attempts 
to florm it, 156. Killed, 159. His charaéter, 159, 160. 

Afontreal taken by the Americans, i. 153. ays, 

Morgan, general, and colonel Tarleton, aétion between, ti. 

57- Confequences of Larleton’s defeat, 361. 

Mud Ifland, attack on by the Englith forces, i. 336. 


N. 


Newfoundland, fhhery. of, fuffers by the difpute of Britain with 
Amertica, n g2. St. Pierre and Miquelon, iflands near, 
taken from the French, u. séid. 

Newte, captain Uhemas, curious and interefting extra from 
his Tour in England and Scotland, ii, 498. 

New York, trade of, i. 17. General congrefs held at, 44. 
Refolutions againtt the ftamp a@t, 45. (dee Congreé/s ) AL 
fembly nefufes to fupply the troops with the articles directed 

in 
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in the new mutiny a@, 68. Legiflative function of. the 
aflembly fufpended by act of parliament, 66. But afterwards 
reftored, 75. Preparations to impede the progrefs of the 
Britith, 215. Britith forces take poffefion of, 230. Part 
of ir burned by the Americans, 234. 


North, lord, made prime minifter, 1. 82. Introduces a plan 


for repealing all duties in America, excepting on tea, ibid, 
Increafes the demands of the colonilts, 89. See Parliament. 


Norton, colonel. See Mathews. 
Neutrality, armed, an accougt of, fi. 287. 


O. 


Omoa, a Spanith fort, key of the Bay of Honduras, taken by 
the Britifh, it 189, Heroifm of-a Brivifh feaman, 191. 
Oppofition members fupport the caufe of the Americans, i. 77. 
“Their fpeechés are the means of raifing a party at home 
favourable to the Americans, 78 Defend the conduét of the 
inhabitants of Maffachufett’s Bay, 79. Impede the meafures 
“of government refpecting America, 103. Their forebodings 
excite the Americans to act as they had foretold, iid. Pro- 
pofe treating with the congrefs, 170. Support and vindicate 
general Burgoyne after the difafter of Saratoga, 398. Alfo 
general Howe on his return from America, and infifl on an 

inquiry into the conduct of the war, 439- 
Gfwald, a Britifh merchant, negotiates the peace on the part of 
Great Britain, 11, 496. 


P. 


Paper currency of the colonies, af act pafled for feftraining, 3. 
20. State of, 21. Obfervations on paper currency, 26. 
Paine, ‘Thomas, powerful effects of his pamphlet called Com- 
mon Senfé in producing the declaration cf American inde- 
pendence, i. 214. Writes the Crifis, a fevere fatire on 

general Howe’s feftival, 430. 

Pallifr, admiral, commands the rear of the Channel fleet under 
Keppel, ti &9.- Difference between, aed Keppel, go. 
Yried and acquitted, ibid. 

Parber, fir Peter, expedition of, againft Rhode Ifland, iv 248. 

————, admiral, attion between, and the Dutch admiral 
Zoutman, ii. 328. 

me, fir Hyde, commands an armament againft Georgia, H- 

2. Succefs of that expedition, 74. Engages the Dutch 
ficet near the Dogger Bank, 328. 


Partiament 
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Parliament, act of, for the {uppreftion of fmugeling,.i. 13.. For 


impofing duties on certain kind of merchandife in America, 
19. Objects of this act, the commerce of the colonies, and 
revenue of the ftate, isd A for regulating the paper cur- 
rency of America, 20. . Thefe ats occafion great difcontents 
in America, 30, 31. (See Stamp Ad.) Oppofed in America 
as unconititutional, 44. The right of parliament to levy 
taxes on the Americans denied by the congrefs, 45. Act for 
repealing the ftamp a@, 50. Accompanied by an a@ de- 
claring that parliament had a right to legiflate for America in 
every cafe, 51. © Act for providing for the more comfortable 
fubfiftence of the troops in America, 57. Aé& for levying 
duties on’ imports into, 59. Attacked in colonial. pamplilets 
and news papers, 63. Addreffes his Majefty on the difor- 
derly flate of Maffachufett’s Bay, 76.. Difeontinues all the 
duties in America, except on tea, 82. Act for exporting tea 
free of duty, 96. Difgufling to the New Englanders, ibid, 
A& for fhutting the port of Bolton, 99. Ac for changing 
the conflitution of Maflachufett’s Bay, co. Ac for the bet- 
ter government of Maflachuletts, 101. ‘For the fettlement of 
Canada, 102. For prohibitting the moft difaffeéted colonies 
from trading with any country but Britain, 137. °)Makes a 
conciliatory propofition to America, 138. Notacceptéed,-s 39. 


His Majefty’s fpeech at the opening of, after commencement’ | 


of hoftilities, 174, Arguments for and againft coercive mea- - 
fures, 176, 177. Coercion refolved on, 178. Meafures ‘ 
‘adopted accordingly, 180. ‘Takes the American. petition 
into confideration, 181. Rejeéts it, 182. Conciliatory bill 
propofed by Mr. burke, ibid. Rejeéted 183. Ac for pro- 
hibting all intercourfe with America, ibid. Conciliatory 
motion by Mr. Hartley, idid. Rejected, 184. By the duke 
of Grafton, ibid. Rejected, 186. Debates on the procla- 
mation of lord and general. Howe, 294. °Bill for fecurin 
perfons accpfed of high treafon, 300. Motion by lord Cha- 
tham for. addrefling the King againft the war, 303. Manly 
fpeech of the fpeaker to his majefty refpeing the public 
money, 305. Bills.for reconciliation with America ii, 3. 
Patierfon, general, fervices of, at Charleftown, it. ZOF > 
Peek’s Hill, expedition to, i. 3 10- 
Penobfcot, Britith fettlement in, by general Maclean, and fuccefs- 
ful defence of, ii. 167, 168. ’ 
Penfylvania, planted by Penn with Quakers, i. 10. Affembly of, 
fecedes from congrefs, 213. See Philadelphia. 
Penn, William, fettles Penfylvania, i. 10. 
» Richard, prefents a petition from congrefs to his majelty, 
i, 172. se ‘ i 
Percy, lord (now duke of Northumberland), fent with a detach- 
ment 10 feize the military flores at Concord, near Botton, i. 
130. 


IN DE X. 


¥30. Annoyed by the Americans, iid. Acquires a high 
chara@ter as an officer, 135. Commands a body at Long 
Ifland, 219. Carries the advanced pofts of the enemy's 
camp, 2465. 
Pierfon, major, defends St. Helier’s, capital of the ifland of 
Jerfey, againft the French, ii. 306. Is killed, 307. 
Pitcairne, major, killed at Bunker’s Hill, i 143. His character, 


144. , 

Pin, William (earl of Chatham), averfe to the fyitem refpecting 
America propofed by government, 1. 29. His motion for an 
addrefs to the throne tor peace, 303: 

Pigott, major-general, his fuccefsful defence of Rhode Iifland, 
li, 38. | 

Profle general, carried off by the Americans, 1. 319. 

Prevoff, general, defeats the Americans, 11. 122. Unfuccefsful 
attempt of, againft Charleftown, 126. Departs for Savannah, 
129. Befieged there by the Americans and French, 140. 
His lines attacked, 144: Repulfes the enemy with great lofs, 
146. 

Putnam, general, commands a detachment from Connecticut, 1. 

‘136. Account of, ibid. Makes good his retreat from New 
York with the American army, 233. 


Q 


Quintin’s Bridge, aGtion at, i. 410. 


R. 


Rawdon, lord, (earl of Moira), commands a divifion of the 
forces at the battle near Camden, ii. 232. Commendation of 
his vigour and enterprife, iid On the ficknefs of lord Corn- 
wallis takes ‘the command of the fouthern army, 248. Diffie. 
cult march of, in South Carolina, ibid. Hardfhips encoun- 
tered by the troops, 249. Commands the troops in South 
Carolina, whither Greene alfo marches, 393- Attacks the 
camp of general Greene at Hobkirk’s Hill, 396. Defeats 
Greene, ibid, Matterly generalfhip of, 398. Returns to Eu- 
rope, 418. 

Red Bank, anfuccefsful attack on by the Englifh forces, 1, 


37: 

Rinds Tfland, infarreftion in, i. 125. Attempt upon by Clinton 
and Parker, 248. Conquered, idid. A particular account of 
the progrefs and iffue of the attempt of the Americans on, 
ii, 40. 

Rivers, on the eaftern fide of North America, nayigable to near 

their 


ie ES. 


their fource, and thus favourable to commence, but open to 
naval war, i. 

Rockingham party come into adminiftration, i. 42. Unite with 
the Grenville party again{ft the miniftry, 77. 

Rodney, admiral (late lord), appointed to command the Britifh 
fleet in the Weit Indies, 11. 283. Convyoys the provifions to 
the relief of Gibraltar, iid. Revives the naval glory of 
England, ibid. ‘Takes a fleet of Spanifh merchantmen, i:d, 
Gains a complete victory over the Spanifh fleet, ibid. Re- 
lieves Gibraltar, 285. Captures the Dutch ifland of Eutla- 
tius, 31¢. Gains a moft glorious victory over the French, 
482, 


5. 


Saratoga, “See Burgoyne and Gates, 

Savannah, befieged by the French and American armies, ii. 
140. Siege is raifed, 144. 

Simcoe, major, flratagem of, i. 416. 

Smuggling, prevalent to a very great degree in the colonies, 1. 13. 
Regulations to prevent, iid, Produce murmurs among the 

Americans, 13. Affe branches of fair and lucrative trades 
16. 

Spain, favours the Americans, i. 290. Joins the confederacy 
again{ft Britain, ii. 173. Blockade of Gibraltar, 185. 
Spaniards reduce Weft Florida, 187. Attack the Britifh 
Jogwood-cutters in the Bay of Honduras, 188. Attack 
Gibraltar, but are repulfed, 489, 493. See France. 

Stamp-ad, oppefed by a powerful party at home, i. 32. Caufes 
of that oppofition, 35. Not a new fy{tem, but a  conti- 
nuance of the old, 49, 50: Produces alarms in Britain as 
well as America, ibid. Repeal of, st, Declaratory act 
pafled, ibid. Repeal of, caufes great joy in America, ibid. 
Confidered as the dawn of independence, did. 

Still Water, action at, i. 375: 

St. Leger, expedition of, 1. 368. Invefts Fort Stanwix, 372. 
Obliged to raife the ae 374: 

Suffrein, Monf. de, the French admiral, is defeated by commo- 
dore Johnftone, ii. 333. 

Sumpter, the American colonel, defeated by Tarleton, 1 big 35; 
Joins Clarke and Brannen, 252. 


Ti 


Taxation. See Parliament, Stamp cG, Fe, 
TLarleton, colonel, defeats the American colonel Burford, ii. 
21 4. 


I Ni Er Xx. 


214. Surprifes and defeats the Americans under colonel 
Sumpter, 235. Repels Marion, the American partizan, 251. 
Aé@tion with the Americans at Blackftock’s Hill, 254. De- 
feated by general Morgan, 359. Confequences of his defeat, 
361. 

Ticonderoga, capture of, i. 147. 

Tobago, capture of by the French, it. 316. 


‘Frenton, the Enghth troops are furprized at by general Wafhing- 


ton, 1. 259. 


V. 


Vaughan, general, in conjunétton with fir George Rodney, cap- 
tures the Dutch ifland of St, Euftatius, i. 309. 

Virginia, ferried in the beginning of James the tit’s reign, i. 6. 
General affembly of, oppofe the ftamp a@, 34. Pats a refo- 
Jution for a faft on account of the Botton port-bill, 106. 
Propofe an annual congrefs of the citizens, tid. See Corn- 
wallis, 

United States, the new conititution of ia £776, i. 273. 


W. 


Wallace, fir James, deftroys the American gallies in A£fopus 
Creek, 1. 407, 408. 

Wayne, general, farprifes Stoney Point, ii. 161. 

Wafbington, general, {mallnefs of his army at the opening of the 
campaign 1776, i. 216, Applies to general Howe ‘for the 
releafe of Lee, 255. Surprizes the Britifh troops at ‘Tren- 
ton, 259. ‘Ihis victory animates the Americans, (261. 
Marches into the Jerfeys, 263. His judicious retreat, 264. 
Aion with colone! Mawhood, 265. Recovers a great part 
of the Jerfeys, 267. Wifdom and adtivity of, in the winter 
campaign, and well-timed proclamation, 324. ‘Dittreffed 
fituation of his atmy, 344. Prepares to impede the Britifh 

‘in their retreat from Philadelphia, iid. Lattle of Freehold 

~ Coart-houfe, ii, 20. Sends a detachment to encourage the 
difaffected Carolinians, 221. LDiftreffes of this army. See 
Howe, Clinton, and Corwallis. if 

Warren, door, killed at Bunker's Hill, 1. 143. 

Webfter, \ieutenant-colonel, his conduct at the battle of Camden 
greatly praifed, ii. 233. . High general character, 235. 
Death of, fee Cornwallis. 

White Plains, battle of, 1. 238. 


vie 6 wh 9 


x. 


York, New, granted by Charles II. to his brother, i. g. Averfe 
to giving up trade with Britain, 126. Refufes to accede to 
the refolutions of congrefs, ibid. Local fituation of, 230. 
Taken poffeffion of by the Britifh, idid.  Britith garrifon of, 
in danger from the rigour of the winter, ii. 258. . 

York Town taken by the American and French forces, ii. 457; 


&F feq. 


Z. 


Zoutman, admiral, action between and admiral Parker, near the 
Dogger Bank, ii. 328. 
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